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PBBM ‘on the way’ to choosing
new DA chief - Bersamin

By BETHEENA UNITE

resident Ferdinand R. Marcos

Jr. may be “on the way” to

choosing a new Agriculture

Secretary, Executive Secretary
Lucas Bersamin bared.

Bersamin revealed that Marcos
mighthave a shortlist of prospects for
the position he is currently handling
in a concurrent capacity as he was al-
ways aware of the need fora "regular"
Agriculture chief.

""Wala pa akong balita kung meron
nasiyangnapupusuan (I have no news
yet if he is already eyeing someone)
but he is, I think, on the way to that,"
Bersamin said in an interview on
"Tune in Kay Tunying" on Thursday,
September 28.

""Because he cannot also leave
this into the hands of people na
hindi naman sila makapag-decide

kagaya ng regular na Secretarg'r (who

‘cannot make decisions as a regular

Secretary)," he added.

The Executive Secretary said

Marcos must be taking his time in
choosing the right person to lead
the Department of Agriculture (DA)

considering the many problems and

issues the agriculture sector is fac-
ing now. {

While he said that he does not
want to second guess the President,
Bersamin believes Marcos may have
a list of names he thinks are suited
for the job.

"Matagal na niyang iniisip 'yan.
Ang kasing natatanggap niyang payo,
marami ring nagsasabi sa kanya na
maganda kung siya dahil sa dami ng
problema diyan sa agrikultura (He has
been thinking about that. It's just that
the advice he has been receiving says
that it's better if he keeps the position

because of the many problems in ag-
riculture)," Bersamin said.

""Kailangan talagang Presidente
ang humawak nun sa ngayon sa kala-
githaan ng mgaissuesnaito, kailangan
mas malaking authority kagaya niya
(The President must indeed be the one
handling that in the middle of issues
now, we need someone with higher
authority like him there)," he added.

These were actually the words of
the President whenever he is asked
about appointing a full-time secretary
in the department, emphasizing that
the issues in the agriculture sector are
“so difficult that it will take a President
to change and turn it around.”

Bersamin said there are also those
who advise the President to appoint
a regular Agriculture chief so he can
concentrate on other pressing national
concerns, but he thinks staying as the
DA chief weighs more to Marcos.
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France ready
PH’s food security — envo

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

rance has assured the Philip-

pines of its continued coop-

eration on food security as the

latter launched a program to

food-poor families’ access to nutri-
tious foods.

At the launching of the Walang

Gutom (Zero Hunger) program by

the Department of Social Welfare

and Development (DSWD), French
Ambassador to the Philippines Marie
Fontanel lauded the Philippines’ ef-
fort to wage its battle against hunger.

“France stands shoulder to shoul-
der with the Philippines in a number
of areas,” she said. “Here in Siar-
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gao, precisely, I cannot but think of

the work we did together after ty-
phoon Odette/Rai, when the French
authorities provided emergency aid
so that life could quickly return to
normal on this magnificent island.”

Fontanel said Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine “profoundly destabilized
commodity markets” that have wors-

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

to boost

ened people’s situation, especially the
most vulnerable, so France expressed
its willingness to work “alongside the
Philippines to improve food security.”

“This is the battle that you have
decided to wage, thanks to Walang
Gutom! And I'm with you today to
show France's support for your ini-
tiative here in Surigao del Norte,”

she said.

The Philippines and France’s co-
operation on food security is “devel-
oping very rapidly,” Fontanel noted.

This includes partnerships on the
development of a dairy industry and
the :

cooperatives to pool production
tools as well as on the discussions on
wholesale markets, she said.

“On all these issues, as President
Emmanuel Macron recently conveyed
to President Marcos, France has
been there, wants to be there and
will always be there, it is our way to
see the partnership between our two
countries,” she said. “With France
you can count on a reliable partner,
an all-weather-partner,” she added.

Page of
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PBBM IN SIARGAO — President Ferdinand R. Ma
of smuggled premium

Department of Socia] We
in Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte, on Fri

rcosJr. speaké as he leads the distribution -

rice seized by the Bureau of Customs to beneficiaries of the
Ifare and Development’s Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program

day,

Sept. 29, 2023. (PNA)
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‘Zero Hunger’ campaign kicks off 1«

mga benepisyaryo, kundi malusog,
masigla at malakas na magagam-
panan ang pang-araw-araw na mga
gawain (We're pushing the FSP to
make sure that the beneficiaries are
not only full, but are healthy, ener-
getic, and strong enough to perform
their daily activities),” he said.
“Ang laking tulong nito (EBT cards)
sa ating pagsisikap na maibsan ang
gutom ng mga mamamayan at tu-
luyan nang masugpo ang kahirapan
sabansa (The EBT cards are a huge
help in our efforts to end hunger

LIBRARY

and poverty in the country).”

The FSP is one of the DSWD’s

flagship programs. It aims to de-
crease the incidence of involuntary
hunger through available and ac-
cessible nutritious food for less
fortunate households while helping
address nutritional concerns.

It provides cash-based assis-
tance in the form of EBT Cards.
The distribution of the EBT cards
was pilot-tested on July 18, 2023 in
Tondo, Manila.

At least 50 beneficiaries received

Page: | ¢
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the EBT cards loaded with £3,000
worth of food credits that can be
used to buy food supplies during the
ceremonial distribution on Friday.
Records from the DSWD showed

TN

ratrypaina;

e

that there are already 100 FSP ben-

eficiaries nationwide.

Meanwhile, President Marcos as-
sured the provincial government and
the residents of Surigao del Norte that
the government, led by the DSWD,
will not stop looking for sustainable

solutions to ensure their welfare and '

security. (Argyll Cyrus Geducos)

i
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Rice price cap may last till October -DA

By JEL SANTOS

The B41 to B45 rice price cap cur-
rently imposed by the government
may last until October if the retail
price of the staple food does not drop
to P38 per kilo, an official of the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) said.

In an ambush interview on Thurs-
day night, Sept. 28, DA Senior Un-
dersecretary Domingo F. Panganiban

said the agriculture department has
recommended to President Marcos to
lift the price cap once the retail price
of rice hits 38 per kilo. R 3
“Sa amin [sa DA], ang pag-iisip
namin, kung bababa ng 38 ang pre-
syo ng bigas, baka siguro mag-isip
ang Presidente na ibaba (For us in the
DA, our thinking is that the President
might lift the cap if the price 3
of rice goes down to £38),” > 5

Rice price cap may
last till October — DA 1«

he said. '

Citing their recent monitoring, Pan-
ganiban said the retail price of rice went
down by P5 per kilo, but he said such is
still not enough.

“Bumababa nang limang piso [pre-
syo ng bigas] pero hindi pa tumataas
nang more than 5. Hindi pa enough
‘yung five. Siguro ang iniisip ng presi-
dente mas malaki sa singko pesos but
I don’t know what the President is
thinking about (At times the price of
rice goes down by P5 but not beyond
Ps5. It is still not enough. Maybe, the
President wants it to decrease by more
than 25, but I don’t know what the
President is thinking about),” the DA
official said.

For now, he said, the price ceiling
on rice will remain for the benefit of
consumers reeling from the high prices
of commodities, _

Panganiban allayed the fears of rice
farmers that the farmgate price of rice
may go down due to the implementation

of the cap.

“Hindi bababa ang farmgate price
[ng palay] dahil kapag sinabi ng Presi-
dente, ‘yun ang price cap (The farmgate
price of palay will not decrease because
when the President says that is the price
cap, that’s it),” he said.

According to DA’s price monitoring
as of Sept. 28, the cheapest rice sold in
Metro Manila is local regular milled rice
which costs 40 to 42 akilo. The prici-
est, on the other hand, is local special
rice that costs 54 to P62.

Since Sept. 5, the government,
through Marcos’ Executive Order (EO)
No 39, has been implementing the na-
tionwide rice price ceiling amid the spike
in prices of the country’s primary staple.

The EO No. 39 mandates the price
ceiling for regular milled rice at P41
per kilo, while well-milled rice is at

P45 per kilo.

During the presidential campaign,
Marcos said he was aspiring to bring
down the price of rice to 20 per kilo.

Page of
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President Marcos leads the distribution of smuggled premium rice, seized by the Bureau of
Customs, to beneficiaries of the Department of Social Welfare and Development’s Pantawid
Pamilyang Pilipino Program in Siargao and Dinagat Islands yesterday.

Price caps stay until rice.
down to P38/kilo - DA

By BERLA.CARIASO .. _ 'Luzon, next month Northern (Luzon) will
M S RO L """ harvest so we don’t need to import during
"BXecutive Order No. 39 issued by President  this period. The importation is only neede

Marcos imposing a price ceiling of P41 and = inJu ‘or August but they (DA) should plan it
P45 per kilo will stay until the retail price of - and do better. They should know when there
rice goes down to P38 per kilo, Department . will be a shortage me imgor’tation should |

,-.g__r‘ .* arcos said. . e TS

of Agriculture (DA) Senior Undersecretary just be enough ai

Domingo Panganiban said yesterday. ~ ~ ~  Based on monitoring of the DA in Metro
] am for the price cap and the President Manila markets, the retail prices of local regu-

has agreed to that and it was announced by lar milled rice ranged between P40 and P42 -

the President (the price cap will continue),” per kilo; local well-milled rice, between P45

Panganiban said in a chance interview and P48 perkilo; local premium rice, between

after the launching of the Young Farmers P47 and P60 per kilo; and local special rice,

Challenge Program at the Coconut Palace between P54 and P62 per ieilo. g

in Pasay City. . z 2 . Meanwhile, imported regular milled rice

" Marcos has said that the price ca}li);vould was at P43 per kilo; imported well-milled

continue to be in effect since ithas to be stud-  rice, P45 and P48 per Kilo; imported pre-

ied caregtnﬂllg. R 5 T A mium rice, between P46 and P56 per kilo;

Panganiban added that the implementa- and imported special rice, between P53 and
g%tti of the price ceilin ”weinc.u_l,d continue m}:taﬂ P60 per kilo. _

Accord.ixtﬁ to Panganiban, the P5 (per kilo) The government will continue to distribute
decrease in the retail prices of riceisnotenough  to poor families confiscated smuggled rice
following the start of the harvest season. until the country is free from smugglers and

“The President wants more than P5 (per hoarders, President Marcos said yesterday.
kilo drop in retail prices of rice) but I don’t “This (distribution of rice) is temporary
know wgtat.the President is thinking about. = because our ambition really is to get rid of |
On our part, if the retail price of rice will go these (smugglers and hoarders) and these
down to P38 (per kilo), the President can con-  (smuggling and hoarding) will end so there
sider (to lift the price cap),” Panganiban said. ~will be no sudden spike in prices,” Marcos

He gave assurance S‘Ia.t the price ceiling said in his message during the rice distribu-
will be lifted .once the P38 per kilo of rice tion in San Jose, Dinagat Islands.
will be available in the market. “That will be The sacks of rice distributed in Dinagat Is-
automatic,” he added. lands and Dapa, Surigao del Norte yesterday

In a separate chance interview, Sen. Imee were part of the 42,180 smu gled sacks of rice
Marcos said that there is no need to importrice  worth P42 million seized gy the Bureau of
at this time as the harvest season has already ~Customs-Port of Zamboanga early this month
started. : - and were donated to the Department of Social

“We have a lot of palay so we donotneed to ~ Welfare and Development for the beneficiaries
img‘ort as the (rice) stocks will further increase  of the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program .
with the harvest season. It started in Central or 4Ps. — With Ric Sapnu, Helen Flores
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are in the midst of the
_harvest season. 'l‘he band-aid
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at this time w

rice tariffs
ould be an act of
to our farmers,”

= Fund
 (RCEF), which will be used to
: the modernization of

-porls' ort w%igototheRiceCom-
Enhancement

thericesector, providefarmers
withwideraccesstocredit, train-
ing, mechanization and tech-
nology, along with extending
direct assistance to them.

Citing government data,
Yamsuan said almost P23 bil-
lion was collected in 1mport
‘duties from rice shi ts en-

o e St manib S 2025

the Bureau of Customs has al-
ready collected P17 billion in
riceimport tariffs.
“That's. P40 billion in 20
months, or an average of P2
billion a month. Hence, the

to cut rice im
e o

twice over - of income which

ﬂwymlliose because of com-
rice,and.
of assistance and benefits they -
will not get because of lower
tmiﬁWYmmuid:
 Jester Manalastas
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PBBM mulls ; nammg
regular DA chief -- Bersalm:n

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. ' malaking authority kagaya ‘bang” m ﬁsasahsa
_Mnmas]r is being careful in  niya,” Begsamm ty 654 yung ga
thenextsécretary who “Saahngtngm,masmahm- headded PNA
will lead the ent of

Agnmltum (DA), Executive
Secretary Lucas Bersamin said

said Marcos is aware that he
- needs to appoint a *

DA secretary, given the issues
besethng the agriculture sec-

”Emkamng;:ﬁ;:t;p;‘ltlyrfsek-
(Marcos) sino ang dapat:
angagnmlhuepoﬂfohomga—
karamingissuesdiyan,” hesaid.

Bersaminsaid heisnotprivy
to Marcos’ preferred succes-
sor, butstressed thatthere could
be a shortlist of candidates for

the DA :
believed that Mar-
coswas “on the way” to mak-
ing a decision with regard to
c.hoomng the new agriculture
; iyanginiisipniya
iyan. Meronding nagsasabina
panahonnang ibigay niyasaiba
atmag-concentratenalang siya

. samga pangangailangan
ngbayaﬂ:l,angezmun said.

Bersamin, however, said
Marcos is also considering the
advice for him to stay as DA
chief.

He said there are “many”
people who want Marcos to
continue leading the DA be-
cause only the president could
solve the iﬁ;ﬁ plaguing the

”Sa damin, gl;gzlema diyan

‘ﬁmnmwakdtmsa

mna:to
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PAGTAPYAS NG 'I’AH

ATALINONG

PINDOT
SUNDOT

nasibgim na sa puwesto ang dalawa mangpresxonsblsam--
nasmuportahanpangmlsmong}mpatldng

pamilihan ay bumaba anshalaga ka
PangulonamSenatorImw ] : G

Abay isipin na lang na ang gusto pala i
“nina Diokno at Balisacan ay ibaba sa 10 por-  Isa
siyento mula sa 35 porsiyento ang ibinaba-
yadnatnnpaobumsngmgalmmrtetpﬂaf
raw mapatatag ang presyo. (7 &

Kapag,nangyanxto,tamamPBBMna e
angmahhnabangntoayﬂﬂgmsam“n"
portu-athmdlangmgamagsasakangl’moy

| , parang tumama sa lotto ang o |

mga;mporterdahﬂsalahngkamhngm'_: Tobacco E

 giging ganansiya.
e Butlunlang, maytalnpangtenga

Page of



"Plhplno Star

S\ LIBRARY
il DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Ni GEMMA GARCIA :
Nais masiguro ni -Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

mga tanggapan ng gobyerno na walang bahid ng.
anomaiya ang pagpapatupad ng ‘Walang Gutom Food

. Stamp” .
Mensahe‘lto n%: hlo sa inilunsad na Food
-Stamp Program (FS )% ) of Soci
and Development (DSWD) kung saan pinanglynahan
i I()Eya ang pamamahagl ng. Iectrontc Baneﬁt ransfer
; nepis na| -daan
parga sa ‘zeru hﬂn ger’ cz ; :

pagpaﬁabmi ng avallablljtyat ac-

; S| stans)ﬁ% sa mga
irap na sambahayan habang lu‘mi'nulong sa

ihirap
pagtugon sa nutritional concerns.

NaébiE%q_aé ito ng cash-based na tulong sa anyo.

.-9;.,‘ 5

. - Sinabi ni Pangu Marcos na ang pamama
ngEBTCr:‘ardsayh'?n? ag '
ang zero hunger sa
. na masu ito, h.mpleto para matiyak
na hindi kundi malusog, masiglaatmala .
kas ang mga makatatanggap n programa upang-'
maqgnpananangkarﬂang araw-araw.
ylglggt? ic Benefit unang (Em;‘%amq,
ng onic ang
Exlang tulong nito sa ating | na maibsan ang

gutowaﬂg mga mamnayag atdnajluyanpnang Im
ang kahirapan sa bansa,” dagdag ng Pangulo
Hindi bababa sa 50
ng EBT Cards na puno ng P3,000
namagagamﬁsapagbclmgiood mssa,seranonyal

na pamamahagi Marcos.
Sa talaan n Ig D mayrooh nang 10&FSP

beneficiaries sa
Iunsad ng FSP

Kasunod ng tagum ay ng
nagpahayag ng pasasagmat ulong
pamahalaang panlala\vlgan ng Sun el Norte sa

program iniluns:

kamlang malmt na suponasa

samga proyekio at
- Nagpasalamat din ang angulo sa mga inter-
nasyonal na kasosyo dahil binigyang-diin ntya na
ang FSP ay produkto T)%ypamloy at makqbulu

pakikipag-ugnayan ng gobyerno sa kanila, na
~ namananatiling m ganggobyemosapagi ang
mgap apara _mmbsanpng lagayan

ang
ng mamamayang lllplno

Umapela naman si Marcos sa mga: benepisyaryo-‘

na huwag ssayangin ang EBT card.
L natmi.mgn umano ang lahat sa foﬁd mp
na unang inilunsad nitong nagdaang Hul (o}
suplay at kalidad ng pagkain.
\ni Marcos na sa ilalim ng programang
magugutnrnatlahat -ay produk-
tlbo at rﬁay posi%ong pananaw sa buhay. ¥
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to fund gov’t food

supply, logistics program

By LEE C. CHIPONGIAN

overnment-controlled De-
velopment Bank of the Phil -
ippines (DBP) said Thursday,
Sept. 28, that it will provide
the necessary financial and techni-
cal assistance to the government to
enforce the current administration’s
three-year food supply logistics mas-
ter plan.
DBP President and CEO Michael
0. de Jesus said they fully support the
government’s action plan in “ensur-
'ing reliable food supply at reasonable
prices for all Filipinos.”
“DBP will leverage on its experi-

ence and financial capability to sup-

port key programs to support this
goal,” said de Jesus.

While de Jesus did not disclose how
.much financing they will extend for
the three-year government program,

he did say that “deals in the pipeline”
as far as lending to the logistics sec-
tor is concerned have already reached
$18.5 billion as of end-June. This
amount does not include the latest
logistics strategies of the current ad-
ministration.

For the logistics sector, the bank
has released $45.5 billion worth of
loans in the first six months of 2023.

The three-year logistics master
plan called the “Food Logistics Action
Agenda” was developed by the De-
partment of Trade and Industry (DTI)
to not just ensure food supply but also
to reduce transportand logistics costs.
The master plan has been approved by
Malacanang at the end of August.

- DBPwill extend both technical and
financial assistance for the “success-
ful implementation” of the three-year
action plan, said de Jesus.

He added that DBP will be work-

ing closely with DTI, the Department
of Agriculture and other govern-
ment agencies and key stakeholders
to “modernize the food distribution
system and storage and to address
prevailing supply chain gaps.”

DBP, the country’s eighth biggest
bank in assets size, is mandated to

extend strategic financing support
to critical economic sectors such
as infrastructure and logistics, mi-
cro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), social services, and the
environment. ;
As of end-June this year, DBP has
released P281.6 billion financing for

both the infrastructure and logistics
sector.

This amount is about 55.5 percent
of its total loans of P506.9-billion
during the period. Majority of these
loans are for the administration’s
“Build Better More” program in the
National Capital Region, Central Vi-
sayas, Davao, and Central Luzon.

De Jesus said DBP has also ap-
proved some P25.55 billion worth of
loans as of end-July for 189 borrowers
nationwide under its Connecting Rural
Urban Intermodal Systems Efficiently
(CRUISE) program. “(This) serves
as our flagship facility for transport
infrastructure and logistics sector,”
he said.
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DA seizes smuggled Indian buffalo meat

Authorities confiscated 1,714 kilograms of Indian buffalo meat
worth P445,666 that entered the Philippines illegally, the
Department of Agriculture (DA) said. The smuggled meat were
found inside two unregistered cold storage and five refrigerat-
ed vans at the Kadiwa wet market in Dasmarinas City in Cavite
province. The DA said Indian buffalo meat can only be used
for meat processing. Those found guilty of trading imported
Indian buffalo meat illegally face imprisonment of up to.12
years and a fine of as high as P1 million or both, depending on
the court. —JORDEENE B. LAGARE
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Senator Cynthia Villar pushes for the establishment of more farm schools nationwide for agriculture-related training to help make Filipino farmers and fishe
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Sen. Villar shares that when she
passed the law in 2016, farm owners
wmﬁdaskl-m"Anowba yung&rm
school?” = =

Weasked herthe samequesuon,
towlnchshe gave a straightforward
IEepacy ”Gusinko ﬂ-ney(fanners)wﬂl

_ Development Act 0ﬁ20164w1ﬂ1 .:
mandate to establi farm. Sl

Repubhc Act 11'2%3
~ that created the P

The farm also has dining establishments.
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The Villar SIPAG Farm in Bacoor has a Childre
oot v n’s Farm with a mlm pottlng

jeves that good farm
uld help farmers earn
more. She cites as an exam le how
farmers would tell her that can
produce palay at P8/kilo and be re it
was P12/kilo. o
“In Vietnam, they produce palay at
Ppliclo So, kayamt:m ‘yun. The secret
mechamza

in 2015, and caters to farmers in the .
National Capital Region (NCR), | ]
Southern L.uzon, and Bicol. In that '
alone, three more were establi gear
one after the other.

And eight years since the passing of
the Farm Tourism Law, there are now
2,805 tourist farms and farm schools
all over the Philippines.

“The Villar SIPAG Farm School
in Bulacanis for Central Luzon,
Norihem Luzon, and Cordillera. Then

. ‘one in San Miguel, lloilo for
it another one in Davao
- City for Mindanao,” she explains
- wi wing us their 50 carabaos beex
' mﬁﬂﬁeﬂmgo icNapiergrass
whlchls own in the farm as well. 10 u
e F :I?d‘;'léﬂg'l lyocacy in the Villar  challe ' s

0 is reduction. And = Wh ' ;
fyeuwi‘ll anag;;_e tlr?;poomstpeop '

and betterseeds,” she
'ecplams "I‘heseedsWe re using nght
now can increase the;r

at’q

le &
griculture,” Sen. Villar says. “A
;ﬁm T _Ltfarmermll eamysorﬂy

) I ; rice farmer, P5,000/ it on £
“month. That’s not even enough to  the f
provide for their families. Kaya yung &enator oesn tseemtonﬁnd théheat
mga anak nila would seek greener ~and the humidity as she animatedly
pastures abroad as OFWs.” talks about the farm schools.

=
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“] started all of this in 2016. I gave
a lot of budget to ATI (Agricultural
Training Institute) and TESDA
(Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority) to pay for.
the tuition of farmers in the farm
schools,” the senator mentions. “Kasi
‘pag hindi kikita ‘yung farm schools,
why would they operate? Eli ‘yung
mga farmers mahihirap so ano pa ang
zpanqbab ad nila sa tuition if ever?
‘Pag pmagbnyad mo yun ng tuition,
hindi na mag-aaral ‘yun.”:

TESDA and ATI qhoulder the
farmers’ tuition fees in the farm
schools through scholarships. To this
day, the.Villar SIPAG Parm Schools
have already trained over 20,000
farmers and counting nationwide.

Villar SIPAG Farm Schools are
venues for training on agri-crops
and urban agriculture in partnership
with East-West Seeds Foundation.
Meanwhile, other courses such as
those on farm mechanization, farm -
machinery operations, and farm
business are conducted in partnership
with ATI, Philmech, Philrice and
TESDA. :

The schools, together with the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) and Bureau of
Animal Industry (BAl), also prov:de
locations for freshwater

aquaculture an ve animal
‘production an ent. They
.alsoholdtrammgm J pmdum
and intercropping of coconuts

the Phﬂtppm3Coconut Authonty
(PCA). - =
“Kasi kun tkau

3 pasalubong items.
yurce of mcomeas

o "Kikltah!safarmsd'lool kikita ka sa
“tourist farm, and kikifa ka sa hirvest. .
Malaki ang income ng farm,” she adds
with a knowing smile.
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NDA, Taiwan institute
in research partnership

THE National Dairy Authority
(NDA) and the Taiwan Livestock
Research Institute entered into a
partnership for agricultural research
and exploration particularly in the
dairy industry.

NDA Administrator Gabriel Laga-
mayo and TLRI Director General
Jeng-Fang Huang led the signing of
the memorandum of understanding
in Taichung, Taiwan, on September
26, solidifying their commitment to
collaborative efforts in research and
technology exchange.

In astatement on Thursday, NDA
said that the partnership outlines
the facilitation of joint research
initiatives, cross-border study visits,
advancements in robotics, the utili-
zation of bioinformatics and the ex-
ploration of genetic enhancements.

Climate change adaptation and
mitigation, innovative feeding prac-
tices, the integration of cutting-edge
technology in dairy farming were
also discussed.

“The agreement is founded on the
principles of mutual cooperation,
with the aim of fostering a friendly
and productive partnership that

advances research and technology
in agriculture,” said the NDA.

It added that the partnership
also involves a comprehensive
framework for collaboration; the
exchange of scientists and research-
ers; engagement with dairy growers
and various stakeholders; training
programs, active participation in
scientific seminars and conferences;
and the exchange of scientific mate-
rials and valuable information.

For his part, Lagamayo expressed
his enthusiasm regarding the part-
nership.

“We are excited by the possibilities
this collaboration offers. At the NDA,
we are dedicated to fortifying our in-
ternational partnerships, particularly
in the realm of dairy industry research
and development,” he said.

“This strategic affiliation opens
avenues for cross-border learning,
enabling us to share insights and
best practices with esteemed global
partners. We are honored to include
Taiwan Livestock Research Institute
among our valued collaborators in
Southeast Asia,” Lagamayo added.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Regional nursery
for seaweed farms

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

boost the seaweed industry, the
Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in Region 1
(BFAR1) recently launched a seaweed nursery on
the island town of Anda in Pangasinan province.

The Regional Seaweeds Nursery
is an offshoot of a 2-hectare sea-
weeds nursery which the BEAR1 has
been maintaining since 2019 as an
experimental area for production.

BFAR officials noted that the site
was converted into a nursery since
it was found to be feasible for sea-
weed production and has become
a good source of seaweed cuttings
for fisherfolk who are starting their
own seaweed farm.

Local government units (LGUs)

and farmers from the towns of*

Infanta, Bolinao and Dasol in
Pangasinan province, and Balaoan

town in La Union province ventur-
ing into seaweed farming have also
been sourcing out their planting
materials from the nursery.

On June 7, 2023, BFAR1 forged
ties with the LGU of Anda under
a memorandum of agreement
(MoA) signed by BFAR Region
1 Director Rosario Segundina
Gaerlan and Anda Mayor Joganie
Rarang for the development
and establishment of a regional

~ seaweed nursery in Barangay

Tondol.
BFAR1 also proposed that the
project site would also include

production areas of invertebrates
such as sea urchins, sea cucumbers
and abalone.

Rarang agreed to the proposal,
saying that “the seaweed nursery
would be an additional tourism
attraction for the town which is
known for its scénic beaches.”

Under the MoA, the LGU Anda
allows and permits BFAR to use an-
other 3.81 hectares of its munici-
pal waters for the seaweed nursery,
bringing to 5.81 hectares the total
area of the seaweed nursery.

As a measure to stop sea turtles
from grazing inside, Gaerlan said
the seaweed nursery needs to be
enclosed in large-meshed nets.

During the launch, the BEAR®
and the LGU of Anda seeded the
area near the nursery with 500
abalone juveniles produced by the
Regional Mariculture Technology
Development Center in Alaminos
City, Pangasinan.

Previously, the BFAR bought

mature abalone from fishermen
in the area and developed these
into breeders.

“Now, we are seeding the area
with abalone to increase the com-
modity’s population,” Gaerlan said.

Meanwhile, Anda Vice Mayor
Erwin Catabay, who represented
Mayor Rarang during the launch,
thanked the BFAR for continu-
ously helping the town's fisherfolk
through projects like the seaweed
nursery.

Joining the event were Elizabeth
Tomas, Anda Municipal Agri-
culture officer; Remely Lachica,
BFAR1 Fisheries Production and
Support Services Division chief;
Mary Ann Salomon, Pangasinan
provincial fishery officer; Sancho
Bilog, focal person on seaweeds;
Diody Quimno and Ed Rongquillo
J1., Regional Mariculture Technol-
ogy Demonstration Center aqua-
culturists; and other BFAR and
LGU Anda personnel.

I FBFAR Region 1 Director Rosario Segug&ina Gaerlan (center) and her team visit the nursery. PHOTOS FROM THE DA-BFAR1 FB PAGE
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Goncern
for consumers

LOCAL government units (LGUs) should not be

allowed to collect fees from motor vehicles trans-
porting goods.

Collecting toll fees and other charges from these

delivery vehicles at this time of skyrocketing prices of .

goods and servicesisaburden to the country s con-
sumers, particularly the poor.

Aware of this, President Marcos issued Executive
Order (EO) No. 41 decreeing thatall motor vehicles
loaded with goodsand commoditiesneed not pay the
so-called "pass-through fees."

These pass-through charges include sticker, dis-
charging, delivery, toll, entry and mayor's permit
fees.

The Chief Executive from Ilocos Norte, concurrent-
ly secretary of the Department of Agriculture (DA),
said theexecutive order aims to ensure the efficient
movementof commodities.

"Theunauthorized .impositionof pass-through fees
hasasignificantimpacton transportationand logis-
tics costs. which are often pass on to consumers, " the
EQO said.

Itis certainly lamentable that consumers, notably
the poorest of the poor across the country, bear the
burden of paying for the increase in prices of goods
and commodities.

Thestate wants to consolidate all essential compo-
nents within the valueand supply chainand reduce
the costs of food logistics.

Administrative and disciplining sanctions will be
imposed onerrlng government officialsand employ-
ees for failure to comply with the directives under EO
41.

Filipinos canall sleep atnight certain that the state,
through concerned offices, is doing everything to
protecttheinterests of the people, especially the poor
censumers.
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of



EOPLE

OURNAL

'y’k.)\_;d \‘v’ = '?\h_,

Ebt?

Date:

Page:

43
2N =
‘\\hl/’

i)

LIBRARY

£S

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

AYUDA FOR FARMERS

IMPACT

By Jester
Manalastas
‘THE national government is
also consideringayudaorcash
subsidy to farmers whowill be
severelyaffected by the EI Nifio

In a statement, the Depart-
ment of Social ‘Wselfare and
Development (DSWD) said
that thegllarcos
administrationhasnotruled out
granting P15,000in cash subsi-
dy.

‘ DSWD Secretary RexGatch-

aliansaid the agency isin talks
with the t of Agri-
culture (DA) for other mler-
ventions after the Sustainable
Livelihood (SLP) pay-
out of cash aid to micro rice
mm}ersmdmmsmmuwm
ers sellin

He earlier sald the SLP pay-
out for sari-sari store owners,
which started recenily, fol-
lowmgMalammng'sym-
positionof a price cap
onregularand well-
milled rice through
Executive Order
No. 39.

‘Nag-uusapna

ment oFAg;n -

turepa?il‘amas:ganradomhn na
‘yung | tervmuonm ‘yan ay
pasok pa adarati

“Sa ngayon tinatapos natin
ymgsasmaﬂncereh?lgrsalam
ahundred percent surenaang
ating P o ay pabubuksan
ang sho! sa Department,”
the DSWD duef peinted out.

(.a?:ltdlahan said the DSWD
canadopt the SLP-cashaid pay-
out mechanism similar pay
mhs:dyfo:;smallmdnnﬂnnce

- retailers. The list of SLP benefi-

ciaries was provided by the
Depart-  mentof Trade

PGl GATCHALIAN

will be most affected by the El -

; er-beneﬁciaria who

'Nifio phenomenon.
e from SLP, the DSWD
launched Project LAWA, or
the Local Adaptation to Water
Access, in Davao de Oro, If-
u a0, and Antiquelast August
31tohelpimprove the resilien-
g of communities affected by
e El Nmo phenomenon.
LAWA is an early
'actlon planof the government
to mitigate the 1m acts of
hgtnand d Is by es-
rm reser-
vmrs (SFRs), w}uch will be
participated in by the commu-
nity.

o assist the poor, vulnera-
ble, and marginalized families
of Peoples (IPs),
farmers, and ﬁsherfolk the
DSWD, through its cash-for-
training and ~work, will pro-
vide financial support as atl',lal-

beneficiaries while construct-

ing the alternative water re-

- sources.

i The DSWD vowed to con-

- tinue provi interven-

horist}\atw?}fagxsttflemd-
nerable sectors amid the
El Nifio phenomenon.
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b SUli'a pres nglﬂogsa ml!lmndahﬂmdnmmnonmtaas
‘na dema:g mr"am cost sa production at low suppqu Kau nito ay,hu-
“mirit na rin ang 1 :pro’d(mr&aa rtment of Agr cu re {D
_matulungan ang mga corn il ‘ang pr

_produkto. (Kuha 5 s
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- Maganda ang ,
~ani sa Capiz

MASAGANA rnagsasaka Capiz.
Mimmg@&ymm& Pon-

tevedra, President Roxas, Pilar, Maayon at Sigma. Kaya mag%aka ng national govemment sa pamamagitan
hlndl ng nararamdaman ang mataas na presyo ng bigas Ng pagpababa gpa ::g prhsyo g abono; Wﬁat mga maki-
sa msaya . n
ni Capuz ~ Sak maﬁﬁ:ﬂang na lamang ang*mqa taong
mrFreﬂinglrl‘%asﬂonahuwagEm  interesado sa pagtat : mKﬂYam
se'ﬁa S inhilahg A m? s 8 wabahador kaya-mahnarya na lamang
luluwas kasi sa Metro Mamla_ Palul q ang agslsukap ungkal at mag-ani "‘%y
o magkamon - L pati sugarca t}rm‘ljé laKr;,cg’ga s?%r?&g mevalangnnl:ggg i
n ¥ sa second. kasr g J
SRS Bt
gayong masagana ang ani n ng mgamagsa- A
saka sa Capiz : .mag:nndaakﬁmgma: pomy. mg_ g sa baba llizer at pesticide siguradong
' National Authority ngstockng ~ laki maaamngmgac enos. y
'ng bigas at bm . Pagdating naman sa aqua culture, umiire ngayon ang

mag:glng masagana pa ang ani kung susuportahan ang (Sundan sa pahma 5)

_BANAT NI
BATUIGAS..
Mula pahina
mga

aba ang produksyon ng
angus, alimango, sugpo.
mdannana—
pag:asokﬂ_gf

blg1 sa palaisdaan.
ahmrapan c}ii;mas;
t pag-ang ng sem 2
naqn\mla

ﬁnduanas dabhil -

sa epekto ng agbaha at

samang p

~ Nanawagan ang fish-

pond owners sa Capiz go-

vemor na tulungan sila na

mal ang presyo ng
pababa

gﬂb MWB

kabila ng mga

na ito, ang mga ¢ non
hindi basta-basta sumu-

ay
suko sa hirap. Lalo pa silang
nagig?:gmslkapg?maa-

ﬁilang parmlya . ang

Page of
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Inflation'may have breach

6% markin S ptem ber—B
%’* .3' q I;YéA*lUtORDl‘ERL L P

R |
2 i
you A . -4 4

[ XPENSIVE oil and.el_ectnc_lty pru:es_ asgwgll-as thei+ baails
- Z depreciation of the peso may have caused inflation to |
reach 6 percent mark in September, according to the, -
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP). . 1 B |
Tn its month-ahead inflation forecast, BSP saxd mflatmn
could have averaged 5.3 to 6.1 percent in September.
In August inflation averaged 5.3 percent. (Full story:
https://businessmirror. com.ph/2023/09/0ﬂ/mgqut-
inflation-swells-to-5-3-on-price-spikes/) silli
However, BSP noted that lower rice and meat ppces gt}
could contribute to downward price pressures forthe,| ..
month. It can be noted that. President Ferdinand R. Marcqs
Jr. set a nationwide price cap on rice this month. (Full .
story: https://businessmirror.com. pk/2023/09/02/
pbbm-sets- nnﬁomide-cap-on-ﬁce-pﬁcd)
"Gomg,fomard,;the BSP will continue to mamtor
developments a,f{ectmg the outlook for inflation and X
growth in line with its data-dependent approach to/, -,51; i
moqetary policy. fq;mula‘aon, BSP said in a statement.
The BSP dlsc.losed ithat it intends to raise interest rates .
anew in its next meeting and maintain this rate. until the
end of the first semester of next year. . -
BSP Governor Eli M. Remolona Jr. had announced that
the Monetary Board decided to maintain its key pohcy,rates ,
for the fourth consecutive month, this Yearacsisg uiby
~ BSP’s Target Reverse Repurchase (RRP) Rate was
maintained at 6.25 percent..Accordingly, the interest. .
rates on the overnight deposit and lending facilities were’
retained at 5.75 percent and 6.75 percent, respectively. . [
When asked whether the BSP is considering hikiag rates
in November, Remolona said, “Well, honestly, yes.” (Full .| |
story: https.//bucimnsmirror com. ph/2023/09/22/hp—
keepl-rctel-but-pignak-a-hika—in-nwember/ ) - eail]
Remolona also went on to say that the expected rate hike
in November wou_ld not be the last as conditions may merit
mote than one rate hike, -
Remolona said the central bank is consxdermg.a rate hike
in November as mounting inflationary pressures are bound .
to increase in the coming months.. . 120 15 1
Remolona said while Thursday’s vote to maintain -
policy rates was unanimous; the vote was “pretty. close
between hiking and not hiking," (Full story: https://. -
businessmirror.com. ph/2023/09/22/bsp-¢hi¢f-kbm-¢b
possible-rate-hikes-until-next-year/).
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The Blue Zone

ou must have heard of i 3
Ythe’ book about the Blue :

Zone, places in the world i
where people live to a hundred
and have lower rates of chronic
disease. Well, it is now in Netflix
and I came across it the other
day. It has just five episodes you
can binge in one evening or on a
slow Sunday afternoon. And the
author narrates what he has studied since 2009 about
people who live longer, disease-free.

These communities or cities of people have many
things in common — their lifestyles follow the same
“rules” and in one recent development, cities or towns
and a city-state which is Singapore actually manu-
factured or made their own Blue Zone, consciously
adapting what the other towns did.

What practices or lifestyle do they have in common?

As summarized by Katie McCallum in a recent
publication, here are the tips:

1. Don’t stress. Or maybe choose your stress. Have
just enough stress to exercise your heart and lungs like
physical stress that is controlled and is not prolonged.
Even a little mental exercise is good, but again not
prolonged stress which breaks the body down.

2. Eat a plant-based diet. They eat mostly fruits
and vegetables, and stay away from meat and animal
products.

3. Move your body. It does not mean going to the
gym but just doing chores at home, gardening, put-
tering around and accomplishing simple tasks that
require movement. ;

4. Know your sense of purpose. The Japanese call
it “Ikigai.”

5. Connect with community. : :

* 6. Put family (whether biological or chosen) first.

7. Choose social circles that support healthy be-
havior. ,

8. Eat only until you are 80 percent full (the Japanese
call it hara, hachi bu).

9. Drink alcohol in moderation (a little red wine
here and there).

What I found so interesting is choosing social
circles because we often see a lot of people but many
do not keep a small circle of friends who are of the
same belief system — they also form similar habits
and you soon feel like “peas in a pod.” You probably
enjoy eating together, travelling together and even
learning together.

Volunteering is also a healthy habit. The studies
show that people who volunteer for causes find more
meaning in life and this sense of purpose extends life.

Living near family is also key. In Singapore, to cre-
ate a Blue Zone, the government gave incentives for
living near family members (i.e. adult children living

near parents can get assistance from the state).

It encourages parents NOT to live in retirement

~ homes, but to live with the clan (very common in the

Philippines) so people take turns taking care of them.

From my own experience, my mother passed at 95
years old and looking back, she did live close to me,
she had no stress and when she was younger was
‘actively driving around and had a circle of friends.

- She fulfilled all the tips of author Dan Buettner,

except the alcohol part as she hardly took wine or
any spirits. But she ate mostly fish and vegetables
and would serve meat only on special occasions (a
lechon or a pot roast was special). She always had
family around as her dining table was the family
magnet. Everyday, a grandchild would visit to have
breakfast or lunch, as she was easy to get to. Even
when she lost her sight, family would come and
visit and eat with her. Or sometimes just chat over
coffee or snacks.

My father’s sister had the same diet — fish and
vegetables — and also had hobbies like embroidery,

_beading throw pillows and other crafts. She lived to

s heﬁ@ﬂs éﬁﬁ%ﬁ;@ialways look forward to eating with

ially her grandchildren. She had no stress

ept the occasional discussion of family issues
erl ﬁays resolved quickly.
o :‘ nentary, there was a man who had
cancer who was given just a few months to live yet
extended his life just by changing his environment —
he started a vineyard, planted grapes for his wife to
arvest, but since he lived longer, they soon enjoyed
their wine together.

~ Wecan all change our environment if we wanted to.

54

trips, then longer adventures. Find a
* you can also enjoy together. .

" a cause and maybe even working for the

- but through rea

“Read the book or watch the movie and you will soon

realize how changing a few habits can lead to a longer
life to enjoy your family. ¥

In one Blue Zone they also showed how practicing
anything spiritual two times a week helps in extend-
ing lives.

Sometimes, we all have to stop and think why we
are still in the so-called “rat race.” Is it to leave fortunes
for our children and grandchildren? Is it for fame
and glory? Review your sense of purpose. Review
the “whys” of your life. You may be surprised at the
answers you get. i

Then start with changing a few habits. Eating less
meat and rice is easy. Eating until we are only 80
percent full is another easy task. All it takes is to be
mindful.. SR ol -4 Py

If we are ready to do the other tips, the Universe will
conspire and help us. Check who among your frienc
have the same set of beliefs and start a Iunch habit or
‘a meal shared anytin

A ‘shared ar é}dunng the week. If you find
ﬁe right group, you can also travel together on short
obby or sport

. And of course, it is easy to form commumhes We
start with connecting with family, or voluntpetmi - for

' 1 Or
community center. Do something away from work and

_you may just be a happier person. Not social media

occasions because we have to

_ o
And stop Byl

¥ T
e (R R 8

ati lé,e',&vm

> : "ls?-. sy e i eg N T =g e
ranters, the complainers and those who still have to

find their purpose. Work towards creating your own
Blue Zone.

*
or

rage




THE pHILIPPINE

pi

TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL ’

Date; S¥°T- 20, 170372  Ppage:

1

X7

3
K

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

' BSP: Sept inflation

ettle

~ By LAWRENCE AGCAOILI

LY N a o e~ Al BT o p
< . e Jyod »

Inflation likely settled within the 5.3 to 6.1 percent . 3

range in September after accelerating to 5.3 percent in
August from 4.7 percent in July, according to the Bangko

Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP).

The central bank said higher
prices of fuel, electricity and
key agricultural commodities
as well as the peso depreciation
are the major sources of upward
price ures this month.

On the other hand, it said
lower rice and meat prices
could contribute to downward
price pressures for the month.

“Going forward, the BSP .

will continue to monitor de-
velopments affecting the out-
look for inflation and growth
in line with its data dependent
approach to monetary policy
formulation,” the central bank
said in a statement.

Inflation averaged 6.6 per-
cent from January to August,

well above the BSP’s two to
four percent target. -

After easing for six straight
months from a peak of 8.7
percent in January, inflation
quickened in August due to
soaring oil and food prices.

This prompted the Marcos
administration to impose a
price cap on regular milled
rice at P41 per kilo and well-
milled rice at P45 per kilo
starting Sept. 5.

Due to the inflation outturn
in August and upside risks, the
BSP Monetary Board decided
to raise its inflation forecasts to

* 5.8 percent from 5.6 percent for

2023 and to 3.5 percent from 3.3
percent for 2024.

A
y
|
5]

A vegotabl vendor in
. Barring additional supply

" shocks, BSP Governor Eli

Remolona Jr. earlier said infla- -
tion is expected to ease within
the two to four percent target
range by November.
However, Remolona sig-
naled a possible resumption
of the tightening cycle with a
rate hike in November as the
balance of risks to inflation
remains tilted on the upside.
The BSP chief also said

3%-6.1%

Manila checks the prices on display.

e
=
r

there is a possibility that the
rate hike in November would
not be the last.

After raising key policy
rates by 425 basis points
between May last year and
March this year to tame infla-
tion and stabilize the , the

- BSP maintained a hawkish

pause as it keﬁt rates steady
in four straight rate-setting
meetings in May, June, August
and September. renueil
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New batch of farmers begms agrl trammg in Cebu

SM Foundation Inc. (SMFI), the
social good arm of the SM Group,
launched its Kabalikat sa Kabuhayan
on Sustainable Agriculture Program
(KSK-SAP) in SM City Seaside Cebu
on Sept. 21, 2023.

The new batch will train 25 farmer-
beneficiaries in a 14-week comprehen-
sive program on technology updates,
capacity building, financial literacy,
livelihood development, and market
opportunities, empowering them to
be agripreneurs.

This follows the mission of SM
Group founder Henry “Tatang” Sy
Sr. to create a sustainable program
that would update farming skills,
food security, and sustainable
livelihood know-how of low-
income Filipino farmers to uplift
their lives.

Since the program’s inception in

M SM Foundatmn welcomes I(aballkat sa Kabuhayan on Sustamable Agrlculture Program Batch 291 from

Barangay Mambaling in Cebu City. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

2007, the vision of Sy Sr. has evolved
into a holistic training program that
now helps create opportunities and
paves the way for skills enhancement,
livelihood and employment.

It has also fueled the farming and
entrepreneurial capabilities of over

28,000 marginalized rural and urban
farmers nationwide, with some of the
graduates becoming seasonal suppli-
ers within the SM group and other
local markets.

SM Foundation's KSK-SAP is con-
ducted in partnership with SM Super-
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malls, Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority, Department
of Agriculture, Department of Social
Welfare and Development, Depart-
ment of Science and Technology,
Department of Trade and Industry and
partner farm schools.
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BY NINA MYKA PAULINE ARCEO

NFLATION may stay steady in September or

rise to as high as 6.1 percent, the Bangko

Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) said on Friday, due
to factors such as a weaker peso and higher fuel,
electricity and key farm goods prices.

It forecast a result in the 5.3- to
6.1-percent range, which spans
August's outturn and the level last
seen in May. ,

“Higher prices of fuel, electricity
and key agricultural commodities,
as well as the peso depreciation,
are the primary sources of upward
price pressures in September,” the
central bank said in a statement.

“Meanwhile, lower rice and
meat prices could contribute to
downward price pressures for the
month,” it added.

September inflation data will
be released by the Philippine
Statistics Authority on Thursday,
October 5.

The rate had fallen for six
straight months after hitting a 14-

year high of 8.7 percent in January.
The run to as low as 4.7 percent
in July was snapped the following
month due to a sharp increase in
food and transport costs.

“Going forward, the BSP will
continue to monitor develop-
ments affecting the outlook for
inflation and growth in line with
its data-dependent approach to
monetary policy formulation, " the
central bank said.

The BSP kept key interest rates
steady last week but officials
indicated the possibility of a rate
hike in November due to rising
inflationary risks.

Last year, surging inflation
prompted the central bank’s poli-
cymaking Monetary Board to raise

LIBRARY
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Inflation cou
.1% In Sept - BSP

key interest rates by a total of 425
basis points (bps).

It last ordered a 25-bps hike in
March, which brought the BSP’s
policy rate to a 16-year high of
6.25 percent. ’

A pause followed during the
next meeting in May and mon-
etary authorities again decided to
keep key rates unchanged in June,
August and September.

Inflation forecasts were also
reduced, but rising price pressures
led to upward revisions beginning
August. As of last week, inflation is
now expected to average 5.8 per-
cent this year, up from 5.6 percent
previously.

The outlook for next year was
also adjusted to 3.5 percent from
3.3 percent while the 2025 projec-
tion was kept at 3.4 percent.

“Latest BSP baseline projections
show a slightly higher inflation
path,” the central bank said last
week.

“Nonetheless, inflation is still
projected to revert to the 2 to 4
percent target range by Q4 2023
(the fourth quarter of 2023) in

Id hit

the absence of further supply side
shocks,” it added.

“Looking ahead, the BSP stands
ready to resume its tightening ac-
tions in the face of upside risks
and potential second-round ef-
fects that could dislodge inflation
expectations.”

The Monetary Board next meets
to discuss policy on November 16.
By that time, it will have had the
added benefit of October's infla-
tion result, which is scheduled to
be released on November 7,

Asked to comment on the BSP's
September inflation forecast, ING
Manila Bank senior economist
Nicholas Antonio Mapa said in-
flation was likely to stay elevated
given rising global energy prices
that have led to costlier fuel and
electricity.

-“Meanwhile, we could see slow-
er inflation for food items such
as meat, fish, pork, fruits and
vegetables,” Mapa said.

“Slower inflation for basket-
heavy items like rent could also
impact overall headline inflation,”
he added.
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“‘Slow food’ promotes biodiversity,

- appreciation of farmers -- DOT

PROMOTIN! G"'qluwfood helgsad-
vance the qdvomcyffor biodiversity
i Eo

noffarm-

ers whohelpgmw eingredients.
On Thursday, the ent of

Tourism (DOT) launched the "§low ;

Food in Western Visayas”.

and rural tourism eventaimed at

ting the region at the forefront

development of the slow food travel
in the country.

program
"Slow food" refers to dlsln&s litat v

are well-prepared, not in haste as op-

- posed to fast food, and use locally -

sourced ingredients.
"I think we have the most active
- community in the whole of the Phili
pines. We're not saying that we're
onlyes}ablnslwdslowfoodmﬁuem

e PP e PPN

launching held atthe Robinsons
~Jaroin this city.

IR RN N

try, there are others in other Tegions.
But we have the most activities, we
have the fastest growing community,"

. DOT Regional Director for Western .

Visayas Crisanta Marlene Rodriquez
said in an interview following the
ce

- Rodriquez said ﬁeople are used to
havinga fast-paced d oftenresort
to fast food for their meals as they no
longer have time to prepare or source
itfromagood and clean environment.
"So basically, slow food adheres to
the principle of good, clean, and fair,"
she said.
Slow food is good because it is
well-prepared, clean and safe to con-
sume, as wel] as favnrable for the

.p',,....‘d-f
4!

enwronmentandmefarmers,Rodnqu-
ezadded.

She said promoting slow food also’

playsacrucial rolein tourismbecause
theindustry alwayshasafood CoRipo:
nent. PNA

Page

of



