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DA sets up biose_cure
swine facility in Ilocos

By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

Abiosecure swine multipli-
er technology-demonstration
farm has been launched in
Natividad, Panagasinan, the
first in the Ilocos Region as
part of th cos Administra-
tion’s program to ﬁght African
swine fever (ASF), raise swine
production, and give livelihood
to small farmers.

Department of Agriculture
(DA) Undersecretary Deogra-
cias Victor B. Savellano said the
Swine Multiplier and Technol-
ogy Demonstration (SMTD)
farm, inaugurated last Oct.
24 in Natividad, Pangasinan
will help ensure the country’s
swine production.

“We will repopulate our
hog sector through these swine
technology centers. We have
put in place biosecurity mea-
sures that use a standard shel-
ter design for hogs to keep
small farms away from ASF,”
said Savellano. :

~ Through farmers’ train-
ings on biosecurity measures,
Philippines will be able to raise
hog inventory and pork supply,
Savellano said.

“The facility will provide
support to local raisers by
making available breeders and
breeding materials and by pro-
ducing adequate and quality
stocks to supply DA and other
agencies’ needs for sustain-
ability in production,” he said.

Abudget of P40 million has
been allocated for four SMTDs
in Ilocos Region. A budget of
$£10 million per SMTD includes

“provision for tunnel vent type

facility and 30 breeder sows
.and feeds.

."“The Natividad facility is the
first in the region while three
others will be launched within
the year in Manaoag, Pangas-
inan and Candon and Vigan in
Ilocos Sur.

Local government units
(LGU) provide the land for the
swine facility as its counterpart

support. Farmers are trained -

on biosecure hog raising prior
to receiving their swine.

Biosecurity measures in the

swine program includes disin-
festation process under which

farm workers are required to ~

bathe for disinfection before
and after entering the swine
facilities. They also go through

‘a 24-hour quarantine after

entry to the facilities.

The swine facility itself is
air-conditioned and has cur-
tains that keep the facility off

- infection.

DA’'s National Livestock
Program (NLP) has partnered
with the International Train-
ing Center on Pig Husbandry
(ITCPH) based in Lipa City,
Batangas for the house design
for the hogs, according to Ag-
ricultural Training Institute
livestock focal person Krizel
Joy Natividad.

The SMTD has been intro-

duced under DA-NLP’s Inte-
grated National Swine Produc-
tion Initiatives for Recovery
and Expansion (INSPIRE) Pro-
gram. It is a hog repopulation
program aimed at raising hog
inventory following heavy ASF

infestation, reported Aurelio

Salvador of DA-Livestock.
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Biosecure swine Ce-n_terd eStabli'Sh ed in Pangasinan

ONE of the four biosecure swine

multiplier techno-demo farms
(SMTDs) that the government

plans to establish in Ilocos Region
this year has been completed.

' Thefacility located at Natividad,

Pangasinan, is part of the Marcos

administration’s program to fight

African swine fever (ASF), raise

swine production and afford small
farmers with livelihood.

~ The sites of the three other

SMTDs ‘that will be launched
within this year are Manaoag,

Pangasinan, and Candon and Vi-

gan in Ilocos Sur. The government
~ has allotted P40 million for the
construction of the four SMTDs.
“We will repopulate our hog
sector through these swine tech-
nology centers,” said Department

- of Agriculture (DA) Undersecretary

Deogracias Victor Savellano who
graced the launching of the Nativ-
idad facility on October 24.

“We have put in place biosecu-
rity measures that use a standard

shelter design for hogs to keep
small farms away from ASE”
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added Savellano.
In these centers good swine ge-
netics will be reproduced and dis-

‘seminated to far-flung provinces.

- Through farmers’ training on
biosecurity measures, the Phil-

ippines will be able to raise hog
inventory and pork supp]y, Savel-

lano said. -
“The facility will prov:de sup-
port to local raisers by making

available breeders and breeding

materials and by producing

‘adequate and quality stocks to

supply DA and other agencies’
needs for sustainability in pro-
duction,” he said.

Each SMTD has abudget of P10
" million, and this includes provi-

sion for tunnel vent-type facility
and 30 breeder sows and feeds.

The local government units
~ (LGUs) provide the land for the

swine facility as its counterpart

" 'support. Farmers are trained on
“biosecure hog raising prior to

receiving their swine.
DA's Nauonal Livestock Pm-

gram (NLP) has partnered with
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the International Training Center
on Pig Husbandry (ITCPH) based
in.Lipa City, Batangas, for the
‘house design for the hogs, ac-
‘cording to Agricultural Training
Institute livestock focal person
Krizel Joy N atividad.
The SMTD has been introduced
‘under DA-NLP's Integrated Na-
tional Swine Production Initiatives

spire) Program.

Itisahog repopulanon program

aimed at raising hog invento-
ry following heavy ASF infesta-
tion, reported Aurelio Salvador of
DA-Livestock.

" Biosecurity refers to measures
aimed at

duction and §§M @
organisms es, a, etc on,

to animals and plants in order to
minimize the risk of transmission

- of infectious disease.
Biosecurity measures in the

swine program include disinfes-

“tation process under which farm
workers are required to bathe for
disinfection before and after enter-

for Recovery and Expansxon (In-

; A
ing the swine -

They also g0 uth gh-
‘hour quarantine a en‘iry t
the facilities. oy sov w

Theswine facxhg itselfis air-con-
ditioned and has. that keep
the facility free of infection.

Present during the launch™
of the Natividad facility were
OIC-Provincial Veterinarian Dr.
Arcely Robeniol (representing
Pangasinan Gov. Ramon Gulco }
3rd); Natividad ‘Mayor Rosita
Rafael; Municipal Agriculturist
engineer John Christian Sioco;
and ATI-RTC 1 Center Director
‘Dr. Rogelio Evangelista.

The eventwasalsommessgdby
embers of the Pagrang-ayan

' Pedro Farmers Associa-
Municipal Agriculture and
Fisheries Council (MAFC) Chair-
‘man Loujay Pagal, Sangguniang
Kabataan Federation President |
Angelica Malaca, Mumupal Local |
Government; “; erati

g
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THE Department of Agrlculture (DA) said it
will digitalize the procurement and distribu-
tion of agricultural inputs to beneficiaries.

Digitalization is expected to cut down on
the estimated three months it takes for the
current process to get mputs into the hands of
farmers, it said.

“The procurement and dlstribuhon of seed
and fertilizers used to take 90 days to complete,

but with the digitalization of the system, clus-
tered farmers would now have néarly real-time

payouts through cashless transactions,” itadded.
The DA said it will carry out pilot programs
via 15 of its regional field offices (RFOs).
Farmers are to be issued Intervention
Monitoring Cards (IMC) to purchase farming
inputs from merchants in their areas.

“The IMC cards function just like an ATM
or e-wallet, where money can be issued for ev--

ery transaction,” DA Undersecretary Leoeadlo
S. Sebastian said.
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* GREENFORCE STAFFING-UNSPLASH

Beneficmnes will also be able to choose their -

‘own fertilizer and seed, bypassing the tradi-
tional bulk procurement by DA field offices.
~ “This drastically departs from previous

practice where farmers just had to accept
~ whatever the DA RFOs supplied them, which
some of them do not find useful for their

farms,” Mr. Sebast_:ian said.

e

be digitalized

It added that the process of acquiring and
distributing agricultural supplies in bulk will

‘now involve more micro-, small- and medium-

sized enterprises that deal in these goods.
 “Aside from being inclusive, this digital
process empowers farmers to choose their

‘own stocks of inputs and the merchants that

offer them the best quality of goods at the best

N price,” he added.

~ The DA said merchants can go to the Devel-
opment Bank of the Philippines or the Univer-

" sal Storefront Services Corp. to receive cash

payments corresponding to farmer purchases.

- It added that the digitalization exercise is
a strategy being pursued under the Masagana
Rice Industry Development Program.

The program is aimed at stabxhzmg the
supply of rice at between 24.99 million metric
tons (MT) and 26.86 miIhonMT in the pro-
cess keepmg the annual growth of rice prices
at less than 1%, it said. — Adrian H. Halili
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editorial . T

PHL bananas losing
global market share

NE of the things that make a country memorable
to tourists and foreign businessmen is its produce,
including local fruits. The homegrown fruits and
- other food items leave an indelible mark on those who visit
the Philippines or those who have sampled our products in
foreign trade fairs. The Japanese, for one, are fond of Philip-
pine Cavendish bananas and pineapples and are importing
these fruits on a regular basis. |

Sembikiya Fruit Co. Ltd., one of the oldest fruit shops in Japan,
said bananas and pineapples from the Philippines are preferred by its
customers. (See, “Exec: Logistics woes crimp banana shipments to
Japan,” in the BUSINESSMIRROR, October 24, 2023). According to
the president of Sembikiya, Philippine pineapples are well received in
Japan due to their sweetness and rich aroma. Philippine bananas are
also preferred by the Japanese over those produced in other countries
due to their rich flavor.

However, these attributes are not enough to guarantee thatlocal pro-
ducers would get a bigger share of the fruit market in Japan and other
countries. While Cavendish bananas and pineapples produced locally
are considered top-notch and incomparable, the Philippines is losing
market share to other competitors, such as Ecuador. Morebananas from
the Latin American country are entering Japan because logistics woes
have made it difficult for Philippine exporters to deliver their commit-
ments to foreign customers. :

Problems related to logistics have been added to the list of hurdles
confronting local banana growers who have been grappling with the
spike in production cost and the spread of Fusarium wilt or Panama dis-
ease in their plantations. The lethal fungal disease, for one, has reduced
banana output and made it more challenging for exporters to supply
the volume required by foreign buyers. Compounding the problems for -
banana producersis the conflict in Eastern Europe, which caused inputs
like fertilizer to become more expensive.

The country’s banana exports plunged to a six-year low last year,
according to data from the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). PSA
figures indicated that the Philippines exported 2.273 million metric
(MMT) of bananas in 2022, or 6.5 percent lower than the previous
year’s 2.432 MMT. Because of the decline in shipments, the country’s
dollar earnings from bananas fell by 3.66 percent to $1.096 billion in
2022 from $1.138 billion in 2021. (See, “PHL bananas still sagging
on high costs, pests,”in the BUSINESSMIRROR, February 23, 2023). !

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations noted
that banana production in the Philippines continued to fall as growers
struggled to address and curb the devastating spread of Banana Fu-
sarium Wilt Tropical Race 4 disease. The Pilipino Banana Growersand
Exporters Association estimated that the total hectarage affected by
Fusariumwiltisbetween 15,000 hectaresand 36,000 hectares. Thearea
would represent about 17 percent to 40 percent of the 88,000 hectares
planted with bananas nationwide. :

Guatemala, a country that has a long history of political instabil-
ity, overtook the Philippines and became the world’s second largest
exporter of bananas last year. Local banana growers have set their
sights on reclaiming the title from their Guatemalan counterparts
this year. However, our banana producers cannot do it alone; they
need the government’s help in removing the barriers that made it
difficult for them to meet the volume required by buyers to improve 3e of
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