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By DANESSA RIVERA

if a ship will get stuck in the Suez

Canal,” Laurel said. R
However, the department chief

did not discount the fact that lower-

Achieving the “aspiration” for
rice at P20 per kilo is not possible at
this time, but the government will
work on bringing down prices to af- ing prices is still possible with the
fordable levels for consumers, newly modernization of agriculture. “It is
- installed Agriculture Secretary Fran- possible to lower the price. But we
‘cisco Tiu Laur need to have our silos, we have to

At a briefing, Laurel said lower- have buffer stock. And we have to
ing the retail price of rice to the changesome laws, I believe,” Laurel

level promised by President Marcos  said. .

during the election campaignis chal-  Atacongressional budget hearing
lenging, given the uncertaintiesinthe last August, DA officials admitted
world market. § that the P20-per-kilo rice promise is

not achievable in the next two years.
They cited inadequate irrigation
projects, conversion of rice lands into
subdivisions and not enough market
roads and equipment as challenges to

“The P20 per kilo was an aspira-
tion. The problem [is] we are now
at a 15-year high [in] world market
[prices]. What was previously at $230
per ton in Vietnam, today it‘s $700
- per ton. Today, it is not possible,” he meet the aspirational target. -
said, citing challenges that include Laurel has also refuted criticisms
climate change, El Nifio and geopo-  that his appointment will benefit his
litical tensions overseas. - businesses and was a “payback” for

“The problem around the world his significant contribution to Presi-
is so complicated. There’s climate dent Marcos’ campaign.
change, El Nifio is now here and it  “Definitely there’s no payback. As
will continue until the middle of next Isaid, this is a sacrifice. This is for the
year. Anything can happen. We don't ~ country,” the newly appointed agri-
know when there will be another war

in other fiaces, and we don’t know

culture chief said at a press briefing

yesterday. :

Moreover, Laurel said his appoint-
ment would not cause any conflict

of interest as he has divested from

Frabelle Fishing Corp.

_ “Basically, I've already divested.
I have no more interests in all the
companies I used to own... The DA
isa
anything else,” he.said.

"~ Protests greet Laurel

Protests greeted the first day in
office of Laurel after members of
fishers” group Pambansang Lakas ng

Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipi-

nas (Pamalakaya) picketed outside
the Department of Agriculture main
office in Quezon City. ;

“This (protest) is our way to for-
mally welcome the new DA secretary.
We want to show our sentiments
where we believe that we cannot ex-

pect from Secretary Francisco Laurel

if our basis is his background as abig
businessman involved in the fishery
sector,” Pamalakaya vice chair Ron-
nel Arambulo said. .

“This has a conflict of interest
because of his business. He will just

-time job. [ have'no time todo -
- holders.

use his position at the Department of
Agriculture to advance the interest of

~ his business,” Arambulo said.

According to Arambulo, fishers
and farmers will not benefit from the
appointment of Laurel.

However, Pamalakaya said it is

“willing to meet with Laurel in case

he initiates a consultation with stake-

- The group also emphasized the
need to remain “extra vigilant” with
the appointment of Laurel due to his
“extensive experience in the fishing
industry and commercial ventures.”

“There will always be a catch
when a business tycoon is appointed
in a government position,” Aram-
bulo said. - . _

He added that small fisherfolk
across the country are well-acquaint-

‘ed with Laurel’s company, Frabelle,

which was “previously associated
with destructive trawling methods,
depleting fish stocks and damag-
ing coral reefs within municipal
waters.” :

“We will definitely keep an eye

on Agriculture Secretary Tiu-Laurel

Jr, and will not allow (him) to use
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his crucial post to advance business

- agenda, instead of the needed public

service,” Arambulo said.

For their part, an autonomous
region in the south on Monday gave
the newly appointed agriculture sec-
retary a vote of confidence, certain he
will complement efforts to empower
the agriculture and fishery sectors in
the Bangsamoro provinces.

Two members of the 80-seat |
Bangsamoro regional parliament,. |
lawyer Hadji Nabil Tan and physi- |
cian-ophthalmologist Kadil Sino- -
linding Jr,, said they are certain that
Laurel will be an efficient conduit
of Malacafiang to the fishery and
agriculture sectors in the Bangsam-
oro Autonomous Region in Muslim

lMin‘danao.

Basilan Gov. Jim Salliman and
his counterpart in Lanao del Sur,
Mamintal Adiong Jr., also welcomed

-the appointment of Laurel. -

Cotabato Gov. Emmylou Mendoza
said she is happy with the appoint-
ment of Laurel as a full-fledged
agriculture secretary. :

- —With Bella Cariaso, John Unson,
Mark Ernest Villeza
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Capitalist

] uring the entire time he [
Dconcurrently- held the

agriculture portfolio,
President Marcos has not made a
dent on the policy architecture that
brought us only failure. Finally, he
has handed over control of the
vital Department of Agriculture
(DA) to someone else.

Little is known about Francis Tiu Laurel’s thinking

about the state of our agriculture and fisheries. He has

yet to make a comprehensive statement of his plans.

Much of the media reporting about the new
Secretary of Agriculture focused on his being a close
friend of the President, a major campaign contributor
and, by the way, a successful businessman. None
of those attributes automatically translates into
redemption, for the nation’s food supply. ] :

Our agriculture and fisheries are in dire straits. We
are not producing enough to feed our people. Our
costs are way too high and the inaccessibility of food
prices is a major source of poverty. £

Climate change and overfishing threatens our
aquaculture. There will not be enough bounty from

the seas that surround us to supply what we need.

Our small fishermen are catching less and less and
our fishing fleets are operating further and further
away from the archipelago.

There should be reason to be hopeful, howevéj',z that

new thinking might finally infiltrate our agriculture
policy architecture, Laurel, after all, is not cut fml}t the
same bureaucratic cloth as his predecessors. ¢
For too long, the DA has functioned largely as
arbiter of state subsidies to subsistence farmers and
fishermen. The agency has not been the font of new
ideas about how we can produce our food better
and cheaper. It was never the force for change and
reinvention that it urgently needs to be. :
Laurel is a capitalist. That should be a good
thing. He understands the value of investing and
technological infusion to rapidly improving our food
production. is . :
Lately, the only innovations of note in our
agriculture were introduced by tycoons who had to
fight bureaucrats to bring improvements to the way
we do things. Among these are: the large pig farms of
the Lucio Tan group, the mega chicken farms recently
embarked on by San Miguel Corporation and the
vertical farms as well as dairy production ventured
into by Metro Pacific. All of these required large

investments as well as vertical integration to ensure

they will be successful businesses.

. None of these innovative investments in‘our food '

production were in any strategic plan produced by

the DA. The agency was content giving out fertilizers = -

and farm implements to inefficient small farms. ‘
At the very least, the new agriculture secretary

will not impede investments in our food production
swvotamac Thoea invactmaonte are what will save us.

. 3 Witness :

If only because this family feud involves that
largest bus company in the country, the continuing
twists and turns of the court cases deserve watching.

The court drama began when four siblings
attempted to wrest control of the Bacolod-based
transport company founded in 1968 by the late
Ricardo B. Yanson Sr. from the founder’s widow and
two other siblings. The matriarch, Olivia Villaflores
Yanson, Leo Rey Yanson and Ginette Yanson
Dumancas successfully fought off the takeover
attempt. -

As a result of cases filed by the matriarch, arrest
warrants were issued against the four siblings
(Yanson 4). The four have since stayed away from the
country to evade the warrants.

Last August, the Bacolod RTC Branch 44 approved
the petition of Olivia Yanson for probate of her last -
will and testament disinheriting the four. Leo Rey
and Ginette have been named as heirs to the family
fortune. ;

- The Yanson 4 are contesting approval of the probate,
suggesting that the matriarch is not competent
enough to frame her last will and testament. The
four are represented in court by one of the country’s
known trial lawyers, Sigfrid Fortun. While already the
lead lawyer, however, he also tried to present himself
as witness against Olivia’s probate. This is rather odd.

Last month, the Bacolod City Regional Trial Court
granted the motion of Ginette Yanson Dumancas to
disqualify Fortun as a witness in the case. The motion
seeking to disqualify the lawyer for the Yanson 4 cited
the Code of Professional Responsibility that prohibits
a counsel from testifying on behalf of his clients.
The Supreme Court justifies the prohibition due to
“the difficulty posed upon lawyers by the task of
dissociating their relation to their clients as witnesses
from that as advocates.” i

Rule 130 of the Amended Rules of Court provides
that a witness can testify only to those facts in which
he has personal knowledge. The Bacolod court finds

 that “the judicial affidavit of Atty. Fortun would show
he has no personal knowledge of the facts he intends
to testify.” Also, he falls under none of the categories
that might justify exemption from the rule.

The court’s decision upholding Ginette’s motion
may be considered a blow to the case the Yanson 4 are
trying to build invalidating their own mother’s will
and testament. With Fortun barred from testifying
on behalf of the four fugitive siblings, there will be

o0 one else to validate their claims about Olivia’s

competence. 208

One of the fugitive siblings ~ or all of them — will
have to come home to stand as witness to their
claims about their mother. But there are standing
arrest warrants on them. This presents them a bit of
a problem.

The hearing on'the Yanson 4 appeal is scheduled
next month.

,* s

Page of

Page: _Q_.Eﬁ{/ NEPT. OF AGRICULTURE



THE pHILIPPINE

A

|  TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL 7

2OV

3

Page:

_ VIRTUAL REALlTY

TONY LOPEZ

3§ rrmltu‘re vice Piosident |
Ferdinand Romualdez Marcos

Jr., the Oxford-educated son
and namesake of the president |
- whoachievedarice surplusand | 4
* Jaunched the Green Revolution
_in the Philippines in the 1970s.
; I-ﬁvmg failed to bring down
uﬁmmﬂMmdm&s wwmw
comedown to
eamﬂkgwmup,andgwmﬁm]ob tothéguywhohxqws
isana ‘name).
ings to his job- 30 years of e)gpmenee
i r,tupfrom the sea toﬂ'neswfopdrestau-

rant, or from sea to the canning factory.

- Few food tycoons have the wealth and depth of
his e ience — invest hard earned money, risk life
- and limb braving the waves and the winds, and bring
 bountiful catch from the deep up to the safety of land

and consumer hands. Fishing is one of the most profit-
able enterprises; depending on how you market your
catch, you can multiply your cash 10 to 20 times your
capital. Provided you are as big as Francis’ Frabelle
Fishing Corp. whose motto is, “nobody does it bet-
ter”, fish from ocean to table.

Frabelle is a conglomerate — “deep-sea fishing,
aquaculture, canning, food manufacturing and pro-
cessing, food importation and trading, cold storage,
shipyard operations, wharf development, real estate
development, and power generation;” “over 100
vessels, and a growing workforce of 5,000; the go-to
source for fresh, frozen, and processed seafoed, with
a market that extends to Asia, Europe, the Middle
East, South Africa, and the United States.” In 2019,
the latest year for which data is available, Frabelle
reported total revenues of P3.5 billion.

Unfortunately, 99.9 percent of fishermen are unlike
Frabelle. Filipino fishermen are the poorest of the
poor. In 2021, because of Chinese presence in Panatag
Shoal, the income of a fisherman per trip went down
70 percent to P300— — probably not enough for Francis’s
coffee money. Fishing is the slowest growing sector
of Philippine agriculture. In 2022, livestock grew 2.5
percent, poultry 1.8 percent, while crops declined 1.0
percent, and fisheries went down 6.7 percent.

Anyway, our main problem is rice, not fish which
costs ten times more than a kilo of rice. In early Octo-

ber, bangus a kiloin Manila was P220; yellow-fin tuna -

P280 to P400; chicken, P170/kilo. Rice? Just P40 akilo.

Food inflation raised Philippine inflation to 6.1
percent in September 2023, after hitting 4.7 percent
inJuly 2023 and 5.3-percent in August 2023, From

January to September 2023, inflation averaged 6.6

percent, thanks to high food prices. = = i1
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Of the 6.1 percent average rise in overall September
prices, more than half (58.3 percent) or 3.6 percentage
points were because of higher prices of rice, up 17
percent, and other food items.

Of the 6.1 points of inflation, 1.74 percentage points
came from rice, .83 from vegetables and fruits, and .35
(one third of one percent) from fish. So fish is not our
problem Most Filipinos don’t buy it. Rice is. All Fili-
pinos buy it. Each consumes 118 kilos of rice yearly.

- Philippine agriculture is in deep shit, thanks to
decades of government neglect and private sector
indifference (except for the likes of food tycoons Ra-
mon S. Ang of San Miguel and Manny V. Pangilinan
of Metro Pacific Investments Corp.).

In 1960, the Philippines was an economic power.
About 39.5 percent of its economic production or GDP
came from agriculture. By 1999, rice was still 16 percent
of value added in agriculture and 3.5 percent of GDP.

Today, agriculture’s share of GDP or total economic
production is down to 8.5 perceént, a historic low.

Subtract 8.5 percent from 39.5 percent, you get 31.
Multiply 31 percent of a P20-trillion GDF, you get P6.2
trillion. That is the value of loss in our agricultural
production in 63 years. Now, P6.2 trillion (6,200 bil-
lion pesos) can buy you today, at P40 per kilo, 152.5
billion kilos of rice. That is enough rice to feed 1.2
billion humans for one whole year.

Note: 63 years ago, the International Rice Research

- Institute was established in Los Barfios, Laguna. We
also have the world’s premier agricultural school, UP
College of Agriculture in Los Bafios, Laguna. And
we have our own Philippine Rice Research Institute
(PhilRice),1985. In terms of rice technology, the Philip-
pines has the best globally, equivalent to being able
to send a man to the moon. We taught the Thais and
the Vietnamese how to grow rice.

Yet, the Philippines suffers from a severe food
shortage; 25 percent of demand has to be imported.
The Philippines is the biggest rice importer in the
world. Our agriculture is a mess. One of every five
Filipinos is dirt poor, thanks to high food prices. Ten
Eeroent of 23 million Filipino families experienced

unger once in the past three months.

“Today, Filipinos spend 32,414 hours a year on
social media, mostly an unproduchve enterprise.
The Filipino farmer spends just 2,000 hours a year
planting rice. If half of the 32, OOOhours spent on so-
cial media were deveted to growing something, we
could probably solve our malnutrition and hunger
problems overnight.

Speaking of private sector indifference, the Philip-

~ pine banking system has total loans. outstandmg of
P12 trillion. Only P256.7 billion went to agriculture,
just2.13 percent of the banks' total lendmg Why? The
Bangko Sentral banks to dev t of
total loans to agriculture. Shouldn’t BSP be cracki
the whip on.these banks? Some of the banks make
P200 million daily, operating just 7 hours a day.

Banks, the most profitable enterprises in the Philip-
pines, do not provide money to produce food, which
is ui to half of total expenditures of Flhpmos

Shared prospenty? Nah

Emall: biznewsasia@gmail.com
*
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:New DA @mef eyes revival of BAS

By DANESSA RIVERA

; the Bureau of Agncultural Stahshcs (BAS)

to establish key sectoral data and infor-

mation necessary in forming timely and
appropriate policies to develop the local

agriculture sector. -
In his first press. briefing yesterday,
Laurel proposed ﬂie -esta ent of

the BAS to prioritize and boost

. local production to meet the
y ¢ directive from President Mar-
cos to ensure food security and

be less dependent on imports.
“] have to look at the data,
production versus demand.
The problem I have right now
is that available data is in-
complete. The data we have
right now -is not so accurate,
{but) I'm not blamin; anyone
on this. But one of the major
things I want to start is bring
back the Bureau of Agricul-
tural Statistics so we will have
accurate data,” he said.
. In a separate interview, DA
Assistant Secretary Arnel de
Mesa said the reason for this

" is the function of the agency is
‘devolved to local government

units (LGUs).

“Qur data are sourced from

the LGU, regional field offices
(RFOs), from the PSA, and in-
stitutional stakeholders. That's
what the secretary wants to
fix,” he said.

The BAS, under Executive
Order 116 signed by former
president Corazon Aquino
in 1987, was mandated to
collect, compile, analyze and
disseminate fishery statistics
in addition to crops, livestock
and

It replaced the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics (BAE-
con) created under Republic
Act 3627 created on June 22,
1963 as the lone agency under
the DA to produce primary
agricultural data.

However, the BAS was
merged with the Nation-
al Statistics Office (NSO),
National Statistical Coordi-
nation Board (NSCB) and

ureau of Labor and Em-
ployment Statistics (BLES)
into the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA} virtue of
RA 10625 or the ghlhppme

Statistical Act of 2013. ‘
Laurel noted that in his’
previous capacity as Frabelle

Fishing Corp. (FFC) president,

he had been pushing for local
production over importation.

The FFC is a leading big-
fishing corporation that has
diversified in industries like
power generation, real estate,
meat and seafood processing,
cold-chain network, aquacul-
ture, and shipbuilding and

air.

“I am not pro-importation.
I am pro-production. I am a
producer in my past life. Whﬂe
limport, I produce alotmore,”
he said.

“I believe the Fxhpmos can
roduce more, but then we
ave toimport when it is really

needed. But if we need to have
the right balance, we have to
have the right data to manage
it properly,” the Agri chief said.

To get a better grasp of the
actual situation on the ground,
Laurel said he plans to go
around the country in the com-
ing weeks.

“I will directly talk to farm-
ers and fishermen. I want to-
personally hear what they
need, their concerns, their vi-
sions and to see their current
conditions,” he said.

Agriculture accounts for
about 10 percent of the Philip-
pine economy, but employs
one in every four Filipinos.
Data show that more than 10
million farmers and fisherfolk
are poor, and many.of them are
approaching their senior years,
posing a potential food crisis in
the next decade. -

- “By modernizing the agri-
culture sector, we could make

it a more profitable venture

and attract a younger gen-
eration that would ensure the
country’s food security in the
decades to come,” Laurel said.
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HEVIVAI. DF STATS
BUREAUEYEDTO
ADDRESS FARM

DATA AGGURAGY

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Newly appointed Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr. intends to revive the Bureau
of Agricultural Statistics (BAS)
to ensure the accuracy and
completeness of data in the ag-
riculture sector.

In a press briefing on Mon-
day, Laurel said the current
database was “somewhat in-
complete,” making it difficult
to manage domestic production
of and demand for agricultural
products.

“Our data is not that accu-
rate. I'm not blaming anyone for
this, but one of the major tbmgs
I want to start is [to] bring back
[BAS] so we will have accurate
data,” Laurel noted.

Agriculture Assistant Sec-
retary Arnel de Mesa said the
responsibility of gathering and
analyzing relevant information
has been delegated to other

agencies and the local govern- -

ment units (LGUs).
“We have data coming from

the LGUs.. from (DA) re- H

gional field offices, from the
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to address farm data accuracy

FRONAT

PSA (Philippine Statistics Au-

thority) and institutional stake-

holders. This is what the new
agriculture secretary wants to
fix,” De Mesa said.

The BAS was created
through Executive Order (EO)
No. 116 issued on Jan. 30, 1987,
to replace the Bureau of Agri-
cultural Economics, which was
established in 1963.

EO 116 mandated the BAS
to collect, compile and release
official agricultural statistics;
exercise technical supervision
over data collection centers;
and coordinate all agricultur-
al statistics and economic re-
search activities of all bureaus,
corporations and offices under
the Department of Agriculture
(DA). )

~ But even while under the
DA, the former BAS was one
of the four major agencies in
the national statistical network
engaged in data collection and
compilation, the others being
the National Statistics Office,
the National Statistical Coordi-
nation Board, and the Bureau

of Labor and Employment Sta-
tistics.

These agencies were abol-
ished and integrated into the
PSA with the enactment of
Republic Act No. 10625, or the
Philippine Statistics Act of 2013.

‘Sacrifice, not payback’

In the same briefing, Lau-
rel also refuted claims that his
appointment was a “payback”
for his significant contribution
to the campaign of longtime
friend President Marcos in the
elections last year.

“Definitely, there’s no pay-
back. As I said, [this is a] sac-
rifice. This is for the country,”
Laurel said.

The official said he had al-
ready divested his interests in
Frabelle Group of Companies,
whose diversified business in-
terests include deep-sea fish-
ing, aquaculture, canning, food
manufacturing and processing,
food importation and trading,
cold storage, shipyard opera-
tions, wharf development, real
estate development and power
generation.

“I have no more interests
in all the companies I used to
own,” he said.

Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. ~
—PHOTO FROM DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE FACEBOOK PAGE

“[The] DA is a full-time job.
I have no time to do anything
else. Ang laki ng departamen-
to, complicated ng kaunti (The
department is huge, it is some-
what complicated). This is a
full-time job. Wala akong oras (I
don’t have much time) to think
about other things,” he pointed
out.

“When I was asked by the
President to join the DA, I actu-

-farmers,

GROUND INFO The Department of Agriculture wants better
and complete information on the country’s agricultural pro-
duction to help guide the agency in crafting policies that will
benefit farmers, traders and consumers. —GRIG €. MONTEGRANDE

ally hesitated a couple of times.
At the end of the day, [I was
challenged] to do something for
the country,” he added.

Mr, Marcos announced his
successor on Friday after he
himself managed the agricul-
ture portfolio for 16 months.

Pressing issues
In another development,
fisherfolk, peasant

women, agricultural workers,
and food security advocates
held a protest on Monday out-
side the DA in response to the
appointment of Laurel.

The protesters emphasized
the need for Laurel to address
issues such as food price reduc-
tion, agricultural smuggling,
and protection of small farmers
and fisherfolk.

The Kilusang Magbubukid

ng Pilipinas (KMP) expressed
apprehension that Laurel’s ap-
pointment could lead to further
liberalization of domestic ag-
riculture and food production,
particularly in the fisheries sec-
tor. |

KMP said the new DA secre-
tary needed to reverse existing
liberalization policies that had
worsened domestic crises in ag-
riculture and food security.

Fishers’ group Pambansang
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamal-
akaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya)
also said it would be “extra
vigilant” with Laurel, given his
background in the fishing in-
dustry.

“We demand significant and
genuine reforms in agri-fisher-
ies policies that will be in favor
of our local food producers and
rural sectors,” said Pamalakaya
vice chair Ronnel Arambulo.

But international nongov-
ernment organization Ocea-
na Philippines welcomed the
long-overdue appointment of
a permanent DA secretary and
said it was hoping Laurel would
ensure the full enforcement of
fisheries laws and regulations.
—WITH A REPORT FROM RUSSEL P. LO-
RETO INQ
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To our new DA chief

ear Mr. Secretary, you are now on top of the
most problematic sector in our economy. I
need not elaborate on this; we can all see it
W and feel it. I will just point out that being the
economy’s backbone, achieving new vigor in our
farm and fishery sector under your leadership at
the Department of Agriculture (DA) would give a
major boost to our industry and services sector
as well—and that means the rest of our econo-
my. All eyes are thus on you to redeem us from
the stagnation the sector has suffered, and I sa-
lute you for agreeing to take on this truly daunt-
ing challenge—a heavy yoke to carry indeed.
My three-minute pitch to you revolves
around three major missteps made over the past
decades that set back our agriculture and fisher-
ies sector to the sorry state it's in now—and how
you, with the help of Congress (which is a big if),
can address them to finally redeem the sector.
First, we stifled agricultural investments
by fragmenting our best farm areas and killing
the rural land markets in the process. To cor-
rect this, we must follow our neighbors’ lead and
consolidate our small farms into efficient large-
scale operating units to achieve economies of
scale and lower costs. Two parallel policy tracks
would achieve this. The ideal and more inclusive
-track would be vigorous cooperatives develop-
ment. Prominent success stories like Soro-Soro
Ibaba Development Cooperative in Batangas
and Lamac Multipurpose Cooperative in Cebu
tell us this is the way to go, even as our history
with coops is checkered with failures. The Co-
operative Development Authority is focused on
regulation and admits to being ill-equipped to
do developmental work. We must thus restore
the Bureau of Agricultural Cooperatives Devel-
opment in the DA (but change “Agricultural” to
“Agri-Industry” and help farmers go beyond the
farm gate and further up the value chain). Agri-

NO FREE LUNCH

CIELITO F.HABITO

culture guru Dr. Emil Q. Javier argues that we al-
ready have thousands of irrigators associations
that can be transformed into coops with the
right push and support. Meanwhile, the second
track would be tolift land ownership ceilings for
agribusiness investors, allowing quicker consol-
idation of raw material production, especially as
coops development would take time and great
effort. This way, we could attract back the con-
glomerates as well as new foreign investors to
invest in agri-based manufacturing sooner.
Second, our policy of extended and exces-
sive trade controls stifled competition, fostered
hoarders and smugglers, and made government
complacent in pursuing productivity improve-
ment in step with our neighbors. Our new direc-
tion must be to provide aggressive and appropri-
ate support to our farmers to improve productivity
and international competitiveness across the
board. Trade openness is critical, as lack of it
stunted the sector and pushed up domestic
costs and prices progressively higher than bor-
der prices over three decades. This deprived our
poor of food security and proper nutrition, espe-
cially young children. We may provide calibrat-

. ed tariff protection as needed, not 'govemmenf

import controls that historically bred coriup-
tion, cartels, and complacency. Transitional cash
subsidies could be provided so farmers can re-
cover any losses while government eases them
into lower costs via genuine productivity-rais-
ing support. This support is best provided in the
form of public goods like irrigation, postharvest,
and transport facilities whose benefits are long

" term, and less as farm inputs like fertilizer and

seeds good for only one cropping season. Im-
proved access to farm finance is crucial.

Third, despite mandated subsidiarity via -
devolution since 1991, the DA stuck with top-down
management and one-size-fits-all solutions that

‘ only led to massive inefficiencies, resource mis-

allocation and leakage, and neglect for promising
strategic farm products. As intended under devo-
lution, DA must work through the provinces, which
must take charge of managing farms and fisheries,
and in turn, take responsibility and accountability
for coordinating assistance to farmers and fish-
ers by the municipalities under them. DA must
limit itself to steering, as the local governments
do their rightful role of rowing. To this end, the
DA under the previous administration had al-
ready rolled out the Province-led Agriculture and
Fisheries Extension System or Pafes, which has
picked up steam and shows a better way to truly
help our farmers stand shoulder to shoulder with
their Asean counterparts. That way, imports need
not be feared, but seen as healthy competition to
keep us on our toes, keep prices low, and give
more food security to our poor.

In sum, Mr. Secretary, three S words de-
fine the top strategies you must spearhead to
correct those age-old flaws: Scale, Support,
and Subsidiarity. We are here to help you.

cielito.habito@gmail.com
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New secretary brings
a ‘fresh’ approach to address
agricultural challenges

fter more than a year, the President has

finally appointed a secretary at the helm

of the Department of Agriculture (DA) in

he person of Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. The

appointment comes after the President has started

initiating reforms in the agricultural sector, such as

supporting farmers, expanding access to affordable
food, and addressing smuggling issues.

In a statement released on the DA website,
Laurel expressed his commitment to continuing
the administration’s agricultural programs, “As
the representative of the President, my goal is to
uphold his advocacies and programs in the agri-
cultural sector.”

“My primary aim is to ensure that there is an
abundant harvest and to make sure that food is
available on every table. It is also my goal to ensure
that there is an enough supply of nutritious food
that our people can purchase at the appropriate
prices,” Laurel said.

The new secretary, an industrialist and fishing
magnate, brings his wealth of experience to mod-
ernize the agricultural sector, with the comple-
mentary mission to uplift the lives and livelihoods
of farmers and fishers. He was also a member of
the Private Sector Advisory Council, which is being
consulted by the administration on various issues.

Laurel has pledged to ensure that farmers and
fishers benefit from their hard work and dedica-
tion, emphasizing that they are “close to his heart”
due to his firsthand experience of witnessing their
struggles. He has also extended an open invitation
to engage with the agricultural community, stat-
ing, “My office is open at any time for all of you.
I'm ready to listen and work with you, and most
importantly, I'm ready to work for you!”

This early, various lawmakers and groups have
lauded the President’s choice for the new secretary.
Maost of them have said that it is opportune time to

have a dedicated secretary as the President may have
his plate full with a myriad of challenges, starting
with geopolitical concerns and national security.

This was also seconded by several senators, who
have said that they expect new perspectives from
the newly-appointed secretary. Senator Alan Peter
Cayetano said that he looks forward to hearing
Laurel’s plans, especially amidst this critical time
in our country.

“Our nation expects the new secretary to use
his experience and business acumen to develop a
strategic roadmap that will drive innovation, en-
hance productivity, and create a more resilient and
competitive agricultural landscape for the benefit of
our farmers and our people,” Cayetano said.

Senator Bong Go, a member of the Senate Ag-
riculture Committee, congratulated Laurel and
expressed interest in listening to his plans for
achieving food security, increasing agricultural
productivity, and modernizing the sector while
ensuring sustainability, especially considering the
growing number of aging farmers and fishers.

Senator Francis Escudero also welcomed the ap-
pointment, noting that the new secretary possesses
extensive exposure and knowledge in fishing and
agriculture.

While confidence in Laurel's ability bodes well
for the department, it will take more than his busi-
ness skills and extensive experience to address
the complex issues that have mired this sector for
generations. Laurel recognizes the magnitude of
the challenge he faces and acknowledges that he
“cannot do this alone.” He has called for the sup-
port and cooperation of all stakeholders, especially
the Filipino people.

With this, we eagerly await Laurel’s plans so we
could all rally behind him, because there can be no
strong nation without a successful and sustainable
agricultural sector.
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'PBBM'’s P20/kilo rice not
yet possible — new DA chief

By JEL SANTOS

President Marcos’ desire to bring
down the price of rice to 20 per kilo

is still “not possible” for now, Agn— : 1

culture Secretary Francisco T

said on Monday, Nov. 6, his first day'f

as chief of the agriculture department.
“The P20 per kilo was an aspi-
ration. Ang (The) problem now [is]
we are in the 15-year-high sa world

- market, ‘di ba (right)? So today that
is not possible,” he told reporters ina
press briefing at the central office of

the Department of Agnculture (DA)
in Quezon City.

“But ang directive ni Presidente
to modernize, irrigate, use the right
seeds, mechanize and all of that,
kumbaga maraming gagawin (But
the directive of the President to mod-
ernize, irrigate, use the right seeds,
mechanize and all of that, what I
mean is that a lot must be accom-
plished)...”

Per the agriculture department’s
price watch, the cheapest rice
sold in Metro Mamla is local P> 8

NEW DA CHIEF AT WORK — Newly appointed Agriculture Secretary Franciso Tiu Laurel Jr.
attends his first-flag raising ceremony at the Department of Agriculture in Quezon City
on Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. (DA FB)

PBBM'’s #20/kilo rice not 1
_yet possible — new DA chief

regular milled which sells at 241 a kilo
as of Nov. 2. Meanwhile, P65 per kilo
(local special) is the most expensive
rice in the metropolis.

According to the new DA chief,
they are currently working on mak-
ing the price of rice affordable to the
masses.

“We are hoping to do that in the
coming—maybe toward the end of
next year,” Laurel said.

He said the order of the chief ex-
ecutive to modernize the Philippines’
agriculture sector will not be easy, for
such will be a very laborious task, say-
ing that “it might take a little time.”

“Modernizing is not easy, may
(there is a) procurement process; it
might take a little time. But we are
doing it as much as possible,” he said.

Addressing
‘conflict of interest’ issue
As some groups have expressed
grave concern over the appointment

of the fishing tycoon as DA’s chief,
Laurel said he has already divested
from all companies he used to hold.

The groups said that Laurel’s
appointment is a “conflict of inter-
est,” fearing that the new chief of
the agriculture department may use
his position to advance his business
interests.

Laurel has been the president of the
Frabelle Fishing Corporation—a deep-
sea fishing company—since 1985.

“Basically, nag-divest na ako (I
already divested), ‘no. No more inter-
est in all the companies that I used to
hold... DA is a full-time job, I have no
time to do anything else,” the new
DA chief said when asked about the

issue. “Laki ng departamento (It is a

big department). Complicated nang
kaunti (A little bit complicated). There
[are] 28 bureaus, departments, and
GOCCs. So, it’s a full-time job, wala
akong oras (I don't have time) to think
about other things.”
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By ANDREA E. SAN JuAaN
-U@andreasanjua{n

NEWLY appbinted Department of Agricul-
iture Secretary (DA) Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.-

said he is planning to reactivate the Bureau
of Agricultural Statistics (BAS) to manage
data on production and demand amid over-
importation issues on agricultural products.

Asked how he would address the

issue of over-importation of meats and

poultry products, the Agriculture chief
said he would have to look at the data of
production versus demand.

“The problem right now is medyo in-
complete ‘yung data that is available. ‘Yung
data natin hindi ganun ka-accurate. 'm not
blaming anybody on this," Tiu Laurel said at
amedia briefing in Quezon City on Monday.

Tiu Laurel had been appointed as
the new secretary of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) by President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. last Friday.

As the new head of the Agriculture

BusinessMirror

A broader look at wdays busives
Ky
N2 LIBRARY

nw  DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Tiu Laurel bares plan to reactivate DA's BAS

department, Tiu Laurel stressed that “one
of the major things that | have to do from
the start is to bring back, if possible ‘yung
Bureau of Agricultural Statistics so that we
will have accurate data."

He also emphasized, “I'm not for

: importation. | am pro-production,” adding

that he was a producer in his “past life.”
“While limport, | produce alot moreso
believe that the Filipinos can produce more.
But then we have to really import when it
is needed. But in order to make the right

balance, we have to have the right demand -

to be managed properly,” Tiu Laurel said.
Tiu Laurel divulged during the same
briefing that his key thrusts as the new head
of the agency would be to increase food
production and modernize agriculture.

Ina statement.on Monday, DA said Tiu .

Laurel shared that the marching order of
the President is to modernize agriculture
5o the country could be “food secure, less
dependent on imports and lift millions of

“farmers and fisherfolk out of poverty by

the time his term ends."
Forhis part, DA Assistant Secretary Arnel

- DeGuzmansaidthe BASis expectedtocover

differentcommoditiesandthiswillgohandin
handwith the price and volume watch body,
which. serves as a platform for production
quidance among industry stakeholders.
Last January 2023, the' agriculture
departmentreactivatedits priceand volume

‘watch body to ensure proper coordination

with the livestock and poultry stakeholders

in securing the country’s meat supplies.
According toan earlier story published

by the BusinessMirror, Senior Agriculture

* Undersecretary Domingo F. Panganiban

issued Special Order (SO) 19 that ordered
the recomposition of the price andvolume
watch committee and advisory groups for
livestock and poultry.

Agriculture Assistant Secretary
Kristine Y. Evangelista earlier said the
revival of the price and volume watch
group had long been proposed since
it serves as a platform for production

guidance among industry stakeholders.
Evangelista noted that the body
guides stakeholders whether there is
enough supply or shortfall and therefore
helps them in deciding whether to
increase their production or not.
“Itisalso helpfultothe departmentsince
wewould have better projections regarding
the sufficiency of our meat commodities,”
Evangelista told reporters in January 2023
" Meanwhile, according to a study
published by the Philippine Institute for
Development Studies (PIDS) in 2009, “one of
the critical factorsinimportdecision making

is rice production,” noting that impartation

has remained as one of the most “feasible”

- options for the government to meet the

growing demand for rice.

With this, the 2009 study noted that itis
imperative for the government to develop
a strategy that would ensure “adequate”
supply and minimum importation costs.

Further, the study said the Inter-Agency
Committee on Rice and Corn, where the
National Food Authority and Bureau of
Agricultural Statistics are members, decides
onimportationwhenthereisanimpending
production shortfall in the coming season.
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 "Twenty pesos was an aspiration.
16-year high sa world market.
Today, that is not possible.
But, ith yung directive
ni Presidente, we are getting
- Peady to do our beat t0 make.
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P20/kilo rice: Not tbday, but cheap rice is goal

By ANDREA E. SAN JUAN
Y@andreasanjuan

WHE P20 per kilo rice “aspi-
ration” is not yet possible

today but the Department

 of Agriculture will follow the di-
rective of President Ferdinand R.

Marcos Jr. to “modernize, irrigate:

and mechanize” to make the price
ofthecommo dltz affordable, newly
designated @gneuﬁure Secretar
Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr. said.

“The P20 per kilo is an aspira-
tion, right? The problemnow...we
areinal5year-high [forriceprices]
in the world market. The previous
$230 per ton from Vietnam, today

it’s $700 per ton. So today that

[P20 per kilo rice] is not possible,”

Tiu Laurel said at a media briefing

in Quezon City on Monday.

~ modernizing is not easy.

Nonetheless, thenewlyinstalled
DA chief said that with the direc-
tive of the President to modernize,
irrigate with the right seeds and
mechanize, the agency is “getting
ready to do our best to try to make
price affordable.”

Tiu Laurel said the DA Hopes to
do these steps towards
next year. “Of course, buildingand
May pro-
curement process 50 it mi ke
a little time, but we’re going td'do
it as fast as possible,” he added.

The DA chief said it's hard to say

that the price of the staple would -

go down to P20 per kilo because of
climate change.

“It'shard to say ‘no. The problem
today is that the world is so com-
plicated. There's climate &Kf’fge El
Nifioisnowhereandit wxﬂééﬁtl ue

t‘f{g%d of

. until next year,” Tiu Laurel said.

While it is possible to lower the
price ofnceanudthegeopohtlcalcon-
flicts, the DA chief said, “We have to

* have oursilos, we have to have buffer

stock. Wehave tochangesomelaws.”

In addressing the El Nifio phe-
nomenon, the Agriculture chief
said he has specific plans in mind,

- but he still has to consult with his

team and have a ‘common direc-
tion” to assess the situation.
Meanwhile, when asked whether
riceproduction is the main priority
of the agency under his leadership,
TiuLaurel said based on DAs state-
ment on Monday, that while rice is
the country’s staple food, there are
other “equally important sectors
likelivestock, poultry, fisheriesand
high value crops that require gov-
ernment attention and support.”

The country’s rice imports from
January to September declined by
almost 12 percent to 2.672 million
metric tons (MMT) from 3.035

MMT recorded in the same nine- .

month period last year, Bureau of

‘Plant Industry data showed.

The United States Department
of Agricultureearlier projected that
the Philippines could become the

world’s top rice importer this year.

with a total estimated volume of
3.9 MMT.

However, DA Assistant Secre-
tary Arnel De Mesa told reporters

on the sidelines of the media brief-

ing on Monday that the total rice
imports of the country for 2023
will “definitely be lower” than the
3.8 MMT recordedlast year, as this
will be compensated by the coun-
try's local production.
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AFARMER walks through the lush green rice fields gfﬂangondon,l&vhe, where expanses of land remain dedicated to rice farming. Recent reports reveal that the House of Representatives has _
redirected the most substantial budget increase, amounting to P64.5 billion, to the Department of Agriculture in its approved version of the proposed P5.768-trillion budget for 2024. The P20 per kilo
rice “aspiration” is not yet possible today but the Department of Agriculture will follow the directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to “modernize, irrigate and mechanize” to make the price of the
commodity affordable, newly designated Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr. said. NONEREYES - : ' . ‘ 3 ,

Page » of L



Malaya

Busmess

Insight

7 ND\' ." / |
Date: - page: I I 3
ek
;;\;:,32 LIBRARY
it DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

DA chief: P20/kilo rice
‘not possible today’

BY JED MACAPAGAL

NEWLY-appointed Agnculture Secre- -

tary Francisco Laurel Jr. yesterday said
that President Matcos Jr’s campaign
promise to bring down the price of rice
to P20 per kilo is “not possible” yet due
to spikes in global market pricing,

But Laurel was quick to add that the
government’s thrust to modernize the
country’s agricultural sector will help in

making the price of rice mote affordable
in the country.

“Today, it is not possible, but with the
directive of the President to modernize,
irrigate and use right seeds, mechanize. ..
We are getting ready to do out best to try
and make rice affordable,” Laurel said in
his first press conference as secretary of
the Department of Agticulture (DA).

Laurel’s appointment was announced
last Friday by Marcos, who concurrently

acted as DA secretary while he picked the
department’s chief. He used to own food
conglomerate Frabelle Corp. and was
also one of the top donors to Marcos’
presidential campaign.
Lautel said: “The P20 per kilo was an
aspiration. The problem now, we are now
ina 15-year highin the world market. The
previous $230 per ton from Vietnam is
at $700 per ton today.”
‘He likewise conceded that it is “hard

to say” whether the P20 pér kilo price of
rice will be achieved within the Marcos
administration, stressing that its move-
ment is dictated by global events.

“It’s hard to say. The problem now of
the world is it’s so complicated. There’s
climate change, El Nifio is now here, and
it will continue until the middle of next
year. Anything can happen. We also don