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Farm output
downin
third quarter

he local agricultural sector

registered a contraction in

the third quarter due to de-

crease in crop and fisheries
production, the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA) said.

The value of agricultural and
fisheries production, measured at
constant 2018 prices, declined by 0.3
percent to P412.41 billion from July
to September, a reversal of the 1.3
percent growth posted in the same

period last year. -

However, the decline was less se-
vere than the 1.2 percent contraction
seen in the second quarter of 2023.

Last Nov. 3, President Marcos ap-
pointed Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.as the
new secretary of the Department of
Agriculture.

Prior to this appointment, Presi- -
dent Marcos served as agriculture
secretary in concurrent capacity.
(Gabriell Christel Galang)
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PH farm output down anew in Q3

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

output contracted further in the third

quarter (Q3) as livestock and poultry
gains failed to offset a decline in crops
and fisheries, the Philippine Statistics Authonty

reported on Wednesday.

. The value of agricultural and

fisheries production fell by 0.3
percent in July to September,
reversing from the 1.6-percent
growth posted in the same period
last year but narrowing from the
1.2-percent drop posted three
months earlier.

At constant 2018 prices, pro-
duction for the period amounted
to P412.41 billion from the year-
earlier P413.6 billion.

Year to date, farm output re-

mained positive with growth at 0.2
percent. This was down slightly,
however, from the January-Sep-
tember 2022 uptick of 0.3 percent.

Fisheries production, which ac-
counted for 14.2 percent of total
third-quarter output, posted a
6.1-percent drop to P58.72 billion.

Thirteen of 20 monitored spe-
cies registered declines, with tiger
prawn and bigeye tuna production

_ down the most by 49.0 percent

and 41.1 percent, respectively.

Year to date, the value of fisher-
ies production fell by 7.0 percent,
worsening from the year-earlier -4.3
percent.

Crop production, which account-
ed for 54 percent of total output for
the third quarter, dropped by 0.4
percent to P222.69 billion from
P223.5 billion.

Palay and corn, the country’s
main crops, gained by 0.2 per-
cent and 5.0 percent. The former’s
growth, however, slipped from 1.1
percent three months earlier while

* corn rebounded from a 0.8-percent

contraction.

Fourteen out of 23 crop categories
posted declines, with sugarcane
down the most by 26.4 percent.
Onion output, on the other hand,

grew by 165.1 percent.
Year to date, the value of crop

production increased by 0.9 percent,
rebounding from the year-earlier
drop of 1.0 percent.

Livestock production, meanwhile,
still increased by 2.5 percent during
the quarter to P66,11 billion, higher
than last year's P64.5 billion. It
contributed 16.0 percent to the total
value of production in agriculture
and fisheries.

Hog and goat output rose by 3.3
percentand 0.1 percent, respectively,
but those for dairy contracted by
12.4 percent; cattle, 1.5 percent; and
carabao by 0.3 percent.

The value of livestock production
for the first nine months expanded
by 2.4 percent, improving from the
previous year's 1.8 percent.

Poultry output, with a 15.7-per-
cent share of total production, was
valued at P64.89 billion. This was

2.9 percent higher than the P63.06
billion posted in the comparable
2022 period.

_Three of the four monitored poul-
try commodities posted growth,
led by chicken eggs at 4.7 percent;
duck at 3.6 percent; and chicken at
2.3 percent.

Although lower than last year's
8.79-percent growth, year-to-date
poultry production still increased
by 2.5 percent.

The Department of Agriculture
said there were strong indications
that the sector would contribute

. positively to the economy despite

the third-quarter contraction.
The release of third-quarter farm

~ output data came a day before the

announcement of preliminary third-
quarter economic growth results.
Analysts expect economic growth

to have picked up from the second
quarter’s slower-than-expected 4.3
percent.

“As we look at the data more
closely, we could see positive signs
in the rice, corn and onion harvest
as well as in our production of
tilapia and galunggong (round
scad) — all important food items
for the Filipino masses, ” Agriculture
'Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Ji: said
on Wednesday.

Michael Ricafort, chief economist
at Rizal Commercial Banking Corp.,
attributed the decline in output to
bad weather and higher prices of
various agricultural inputs.

“For the coming months, [an] El
Nifio drought expected from the
fourth quarter of 2023 to [the] first
quarter of 2024 could weigh on
agriculture,” he added.
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A promising choice
“tolead the DA

RESIDENT Ferdinar_z_d_‘ Marcos Jrs appointment of
agribusiness leader Francisco Tiu Laurel Ji. to serve as
secretary of Agriculture came as a surprise to most of the

e

country, but it is a most welcome one. After holding the job

himself for more than a year, Marcos’ choice displayed some
refreshing “out-of-the-box” thinking and offers the prospect
of real progress in improving the country's agricultural sector.
Prior to Laurel’s appointment, with the exception of the Presi-
. dent's own temporary double duty as Agriculture secretary, the
head of the Department of Agriculture (DA) has always been
either a politician or an academician in the agricultural field.
What the DA has never had, however, is a true manager, and this
is what makes the President’s choice so praiseworthy.
Agriculture, more so than other sectors in the economic and
social fabric of the country, is essentially one large, nation-sized

cal factors involved, but at the most basic level, the agriculture

‘sector’s sole objective is to produce food as efficiently as possible
to meet the demands of the market. Running a business requires
a manager. Former DA secretaries have not lacked in passion
or commitment, but they have approached the task from their
own perspective as political or scientific technocrats, and the
results — reflected in the underachieving state of Philippine
agriculture — sadly speak for themselves.

Secretary Laurel, of course, is at heart a businessman, and
more to the point, a businessman whose interests depend on
an efficient, productive agriculture sector. Naturally, he will
step away from his position as president of Frabelle Fishing
Corp. to focus on his job at the DA, but he takes the knowl-
edge and experience he gained in that role with him, and that
has already been reflected in some of his early suggestions.

During comments following the new secretary’s oathtaking
on Monday, President Marcos reiterated his “marching orders”
to Laurel, which include controlling prices of agricultural com-
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modities, recovering from the stubborn bird flu and African
swine fever that have plagued the agricultural sector for several
years, and putting a stop to smuggling and the activities of cartels
that have plagued producers and consumers alike through price
manipulation for as long as anyone can remember.

Secretary Laurel’s first response was to set realistic expec-
tations, suggesting that “P20 per kilo rice” may not be a
practical goal, at least for now, since it is important to bal-
ance affordable prices for consumers with sustainable prices
for producers. Laurel’s second suggestion also hinted at his
intention to improve the efficiency of the DA's work, as he
announced that he intends to relaunch the Bureau of Agri-
cultural Statistics. “Our data right now is not that accurate,”
he explained, although he was quick to point out, “I am not
blaming anyone for this.” Without correct data on production,
supply and demand, he continued, the DA cannot properly
respond to issues such as prices for agricultural commodities.

As to the chronic problems of smuggling and market ma-
nipulation by cartels, Laurel said that he would “soon” form an
intelligence group within the DA to combat corruption within
the department and contend with the smugglers and errant trad-
ers. Acknowledging that there is indeed corruption among the
ranks of the DA and that this facilitates the nefarious activities

business enterprise. Yes, there are a great many social and politi- | of smugglers and cartels is a welcome bit of candor.

However, if we were to offer one mild criticism of Secretary
Laurel’s plans — and we mean this as constructively as pos-
sible — “soon” is not an encouraging time frame. Not being
a career politician or government functionary, which is, to
Secretary Laurel’s credit, perhaps does not occur to him that
promises “to run after corruption” or “run after smugglers”
have been repeated so often by newly appointed executives
— not just in the DA — that they are practically boilerplate.
The damage caused by these bad actors is so great that expos--
ing them and putting a stop to their activities should be a
top priority; in other words, “now” would be a much more
reassuring word than “soon.” -

That being said, we nevertheless are confident that the
President made the best possible choice, and look forward
to Secretary Laurel’s tenure. It is high time we see some great
improvement in Philippine agriculture which, of course, will

' benefit everyone in the country. -
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AGRICULTURE producti'on
value dropped. 0.3 percent in the
third quarter of the year pulled
down by the crops and fisheries
sub-sectors, according to a report
from the Philippine Statistics
Authority.

At constant 2018 prices, the
agriculture production value stood
at P412.41 billion.

In the first nine months of the
year, the value of production in
agriculture and fisheries at constant
2018 prices registered a 0.2 percent

increase.
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'I'he fisheries sub-sector re-
corded the biggest drop in the third
quarter, 6.1 percent, contributing
P58.72 billion or 14.2 percent of
the total agricultural output.

Production increases were ob-
served for seaweeds, alumahan,
matangbaka, yellowfin tuna, ga-
lunggong, tilapia and sapsap.

Declines were recorded for tiger
prawn, bigeye tuna, fimbriated

sardines, mudcrab, squid, talaki-

tok, bisugo, blue crab, grouper,
skipjack, milkfish, frigate tuna and
tamban. f
Actcurrent prices, the sub-sector
grossed P76.98 billion, down 0.4
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percent from last year.
For the first nine months of
2023, the fisheties sub-sector’s
value registered a 7 percent con-
traction.

The 0.4-percent decline in crops
sub-sector’s value of production
at constant 2018 prices followed
at P222.69 billion and accounting
for 54 percent of the total value
of production of agticulture and
fisheries.

Increases in production were
registered for palay at 0.2 percent
to 3.79 million metric tons (MT)
from 3.78 million MT and corn, 5
percent, to 2.47 million MT from

rti output dipped shghtly in Q3

2.35 :m]hon MT.

' Other crops that experienced
growth for the period are onion,
tobacco, mango, coffee, cacao,
pineapple, tomato and banana.

However, declines in produc-
tion were recorded for sugarcane,
potato, mongo, cabbage, eggplant,
rubber, calamansi, abaca, ampa-
laya, sweet potato, cassava and
coconut. :

At current prices, the sub-sector
grossed P265.39 billion, 10.1 per-
cent higher than last year.

For the first nine months of

See AGRI> Page A2
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2023, the crops sub-sector’s value
was up 0.9 percent.

The poultry sub-sector re-
corded the biggest increase in
production for the period at
P64.89 billion, higher by 2.9
percent at constant 2018 prices
and accounted for 15.7 percent
of total agricultural output.

The performance of the sub-
sector was pushed by the growth
in the production of chicken,
chicken eggs and duck despite
decline in the output duck eggs
for the period.

The value of poultry produc-
tion also went up by 0.4 percent
to P88.46 billion at current prices.

For the first nine months of
the year, the poultry sub-sector’s

value also increased by 2.5 per-
cent.

The livestock sub-sector,
which contributed 16 percent
or P66.11 billion of the total
value of agricultural production
at constant 2018 prices, experi-
enced an increase in value at 2.5
percent.

Only hog and goat recorded
increases in the sector while
dairy, cattle and carabao experi-
enced contractions.

At current prices, the value of
livestock production amounted
to P91.74 billion, down 2.9
percent from the same petiod
last year.

For the first three quarters
of the year, the livestock sub-
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sector’s production value was up
by 2.4 percent.

Overall, the value of the coun-
try’s entire agricultural production
at current prices also went up by
4.3 percent to P522.58 billion.

Despite the slight contraction

in the value of farm production
in the third quarter, the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
said there are still strong indica-
tions the sector could contribute
positively to the economy.

“As we look at the data more

closely, we could see positive
signs in the rice, corn and on-
ion harvest as well as in our
production of tilapia and ga-
lunggong—all important food

items for the Filipino massp_s‘;"r

LaurelJyin a statement.

Laurel added with these |
“positive signs,” the DA is work- |
ing towards higher productivity
of other key agricultural com-
modities through various inter- '
ventions,
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Reglon 2 pushing durian
roduction expansion

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

HROUGH the

High-Value Crops

Development Program (HVCDP), the
Department of Agriculture (DA)-Regional
2 (Cagayan Valley) office has resolved to expand
the durian industry in the region after attending
the first-ever Philippine Asia Durian Summit in

Davao City.

HVCDP focal person Carol Albay
said the Cagayan Valley region as of
2022 has approximately 4 hectares
of durian thatyield 45.4 metric tons
(MT) of the fruit annually.

“This year, a total of 8,000 pieces
of durian planting materials will
be distributed, covering 80 hect-

Ry E?,.__

ares in the region,” she said.

Albay added that in the next five
years, the DA has plans to expand
durian plantation in the country to
50,000 hectares with the Cagayan
Valley region as one of the target
expansion areas.

The Cagayan Valley region com-

prises the provinces of Cagayan,
Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino
and theisland province of Batanes.

The DA-Region 2 delegation,
through HVCDP, attended the
first-ever Philippine Asia Durian
Summit with the theme “Culti-
vation, Innovation, Collabora-
tion,” held at the SMX Conven-
tion Center, SM Lanang Premier
in Davao City from October 25
to 28, 2023.

She explained that the Durian
Summit held in Davao City was
“an inaugural event envisioned to
be a space for the sharing of voices,
insights, local and international
durian experts and enthusiasts
outlook, collaboration and foster-
ing partnership in the sector.”

“It also aims to increase aware-
ness of the increasing demand
for durian in the international
market,” Albay added.

Citing the still-increasing mar-
ket demand for durian in China,
Albay said the Davao Region is
currently exporting 3,481 MT of
fresh durian to the Asian country.

“China also exports fresh and
frozen durian to Singapore, Hong
Kong, Japan, Korea, Thailand and
the United States,” she said.

The delegation from Cagayan
Valley was also given a tour
showcasing the different variet-
ies of durian, packing houses,
the best farm practices and
techniques, and postharvest
management systems.

i The delegation from the Department of Agnculture Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) office to the Philippine Asia Durian Summit in Davao City tours
packing houses for the fruit, which is now being exported to China. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Cashew fruit seen as profitable commodity

PRODUCING products from the
cashew apple can be a profitable
venture, based on discussions
during the conference themed “Ad-
vancing Cashew Industry through
Green Technology” held on No-
vember 3 at Dusit Thani Manila.

The conference was convened
by the Department of Science and
Technology (DoST)-Industrial
Technology Development Institute
that is the culminating activity of
the DoST-Ministry of Science and
Technology China project titled
“Green Oil and Phytochemicals
from Cashew.” s _

This project seeks the utilization
of green technologies to extract
oil from cashew for applications
in food, pharmaceutical and cos-
metic products.

During the conference, DoST
Secretary Renato Solidum Jr. said
that the Department of Agri-
culture-Bureau of Agricultural
Research (DA-BAR) and the South-
east Asian Regional Center for
Graduate Study and Research in

Agriculture (Searca) see an “unde-
rutilization of the components of
the cashew fruit.”

The DA-BAR-funded Searca
research showed that cashew
farming in the Philippines has
traditionally focused on nuts,
based on its study in Palawan. The
province is the country’s leading
cashew-producing province, where
commodity is the “One Town, One
Product” or OTOP.

The Searca study titled “Tech-
nology and Investment Profile
of Cashew Products” highlighted
products such as cashew wine, ca-
shew prunes, cashew jelly, cashew
jam and salted cashew nuts, which
maximizes the utility of the cashew
apple using various technologies.

But the study showed that Pala-
wan's cashew farmers have struggled
with low returns on theirinvestments.

The study said this issue is par-
tially linked to the underutiliza-
tion of the cashew apple's flesh,
which constitutes a substantial 90
percent of the fruit.

“The study further suggests that
this may be addressed by explo-
ration of the fruit's potential in
processing or manufacturing,”
Solidum said.

Glenn Gregorio, Searca direc-
tor, said that in a move to address
this challenge and boost cashew
farmers' income, the Western Phil-
ippines University in Palawan has
initiated development of products
from the cashew apple.

He said the DA-BAR and the DA-
Palawan Research and Experiment
Station (DA-PRES) supported
further improvements in products
utilizing the cashew nut and apple.

A research project by the DA-
PRES titled “Cashew Products
Processing, Packaging and Label-
ing" focused on processing cashew
apples and introduced modern
packaging materials.

Gregorio said the DA-PRES has
also developed various products
from cashew apples, including
those featured in the study. “Ca-
shew apple, once undervalued, has

gained economic value surpassing
four times that of cashew nuts.”

“The study also outlined strate-
gies to enhance the marketability
and commercialization of these
products,” Gregorio said, adding
that the DA-PRES has also contrib-
uted by organizing promotional
campaigns and farmer training
sessions, stimulating interest in
value-adding activities.

To conduct a thorough assess-
ment of the financial viability
of each product, the study used
financial evaluation tools, includ-
ing net present value, benefit-cost
ratio and financial internal rate
of return.

“The results of this analysis in-
dicated that all cashew products
exceeded the predefined criteria
for financial viability. These find-
ings strongly suggest that cashew
wine, cashew prunes, cashew jelly,
cashew jam and salted cashew nuts
all exhibit considerable promise as
lucrative investment opportuni-
ties,” Gregorio said.
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Growing rice
with less water

T is common knowledge

that among the staple crops
cultivated globally, it is rice
that consumes the largest vol-
ume of water. Also, rice culti-
vation releases a big amount
of methane that contributes
to global warming.

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) said that flooded rice
paddy fields account for 12
percent of global anthropogenic
methane emissions, which is
equivalent to 1.5 percent of the
total warming effect ofall green-
house gases.

“Under common rice produc-
tion practices, farmers keep rice
fields flooded to suppress weed
emergence. Underwater, methane
is produced as organic matters
decay with little access to oxygen,”
the ADB said in a briefer for a
recent webinar on how to incen-
tivize the reduction of methane
emissions in rice farming in Asia.

The ADB recommended the

alternate wetting and drying
(AWD) method in cultivating the
staple, which allows rice farms to
grow under dry conditions peri-

odically. The institution added

that AWD can reduce methane
emissions by 30 to 50 percent,
and water utilization by 10 to
20 percent. AWD also does not
reduce the yield of rice.

Direct-seeded
rice system

From the private sector, Bayer
Global is introducing what it
calls the direct-seeded rice (DSR)
method for cultivating the staple,

which the company claims has
the potential to reduce by up to *

40 percent both greenhouse gas
emissions and water use.

During the 6th International
Rice Congress held in Manila
on October 16, Bayer Global
said that under its DirectAcres
program, it plans to scale up the
DSR system to 1 million hectares
and to support 2 million early
adopter-smallholder farmers
and their families in India by
2030.

MOVING
FORWARD
_ WILLIAM
{1 I ‘;\-‘-_ Do DAR

For the Philippines, Bayer
Global is seeking to upscale the
DSR system starting next year.

In India, which has less water
resources compared to the Phil-
ippines, the DSR system through
the DirectAcres program is al-
ready applied in 11 percent of
its rice lands. Bayer Global said

.that it expects 75 percent of rice

farms in India to switch to the
DSR system by 2040. -
“Already underway, Direc-
tAcres has seen considerable
success with 99 percent of In-
dian farmers achieving success-
ful plant establishment and
75 percent a higher return on
investment compared to rice
grown using the conventional
transplanted method. Bayer
plans therefore to introduce
DirectAcres in other rice-growing
countries in Asia-Pacific, starting
with the Philippines in 2024,"
Bayer Global said in a statement.

Frank Terhorst, head of -

Strategy and Sustainability
at Bayer's Crop Science Divi-
sion, added that the company
is building systems based on
the principles of regenerative
agriculture to also help address
global food security.

Bayer Global said another
benefit of the DSR system
compared to the traditional
method of transplanting rice
seedlings is less labor, or up to

2 50-percent reduction.

Drip irrigation
for rice farming

Another private firm, Netafim
in Israel, has developed a drip
irrigation system for rice farming
that it claims can reduce water
usage by up to 70 percent while
increasing yields by 50 percent.

“Producing a ton of rice in
a paddy system will consume
5,000 cubic meters of water. Al-
ternatively, that same ton grown
with drip irrigation will need
only 1,500 cubic meters. Drip
eliminates evaporation, run-off
and percolation,” Netafim said
in its website.

The Israeli firm also said that

 reducing water usage in rice farm-

ing through drip irrigation can do
wonders for the environment.

“Paddy rice cultivation gener-
ates 20 percent of methane gas
emissions worldwide. If only 10
percent of paddy rice farmers
switch to drip, the drop in emis-
sions will be equivalent to taking
40 million cars off the road,” the
company said.

Netafim also said the sub-
merged rice roots make the plants
absorb heavy metals, resulting
in the grains having arsenic. By
utilizing drip irrigation, arsenic
absorption of rice is reduced by
as much as 90 percent.

‘PhilRice
advocates AWD

In the Philippines among local
institutions, it is the Philippine
Rice Research Institute (Phil-
Rice) that is advocating AWD to
reduce water usage in rice farms.

PhilRice released in Septem-
ber 2022 a policy paper titled
“Policy Imperatives to Increase
Uptake of the Alternative Wet-
ting and Drying Technology”
explaining the benefits of AWD.

The paper said that AWD has
already been adopted in many
rice-producing countries but in
the Philippines, the adoption is
low as there is no incentive for
farmers to save on water.

The institution added that
AWD has been practiced for
decades but farmers still find it
hard to break the old practice of
submerging rice fields in water.

To upscale AWD, PhilRice is
recommending the following,
and let me quote them: use par-
ticipatory approaches in agricul-
tural extension; review of some
provisions of the Free Irrigation
Service Act; and improve irriga-
tion water governance to mod-
ernize tools to practice AWD.

I strongly believe that saving
water in cultivating crops should
be piloted and upscaled nation-
wide while our country still has
enough water resources. This
should also be made alongside
efforts to reduce chemical input
use in farming, and making farms
part of an overall ecosystem that
includes water sources, forests,
which are all part of the paradigm
shift to regenerative agriculture.

And since rice is among the
top five most cultivated crops in
the world, scaling up measures to
reduce water and chemical input
use, and preserving soil resources
in cultivating the staple can be
one big step in mainstreaming
regenerative agriculture.
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The country’s agriculture sec-
tor contracted for the second
consecutive quarter this year as
some commodities registered
lower production due to ty-
phoons and higher input costs.

Agriculture production
dipped by 0.3 percent in the
third quarter compared to the
1.6-percent growth recorded in
the same period last year, based
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ondata from the Phjlippine Sta-
tistics Authority (PSA).
The figure was slightly better

" than the 1.2-percent drop in the
* April to June period this year.

This brings the overall
value of agriculture output to
P412.41 billion from P413.62 bil-
lion previously.

Rizal Commercial Banking

Corp. chief economist Michael
Ricafort partially attributed the
year-on-year decline to typhoons.

“Higher prices or inflation,
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especially on various agricultur-
al inputs, also partly weighed
on production or output,” Rica-
fort added, noting higher global
crude oil prices affected the sec-
tor’s overall performance as well.
Among the subsectors, fish-
eries incurred the biggest de-
crease in output of 6.1 percent.
Tugon Kabuhayan convener
Asis Perez said the fisheries’
underwhelming performance
was due to the limited availabil-
ity of fish fry and fingerlings in

Page of

the past quarters.

“We're keeping our fingers
crossed that there will be no fur-
ther decline in production this
coming last quarter,” he said.

Crop output tumbled by 0.4
percent with palay and corn,
two staple Filipino foods, gain-
ing slightly.

Agriculture Undersecretary
Leocadio Sebastian said palay
was just a tad higher because of
delayed planting amid the late
onset of the rainy season. Na
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THE PHILIPPINES’ agricultural output
‘'shrank for a second straight quarter in the
July-to-September period mainly due to de-
clines in crops and fisheries production, the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) said.
Data from the PSA on Wednesday showed
the vahie of production in agriculture and
'0.3% to P412.412 billion in the July-to-Sep-
tember period, “due to reductions in crops
" and fisheries productxon
This was a reversal from the 1.6% growth

in the same period a year ago, but an improve-
ment from the 1.2% cont:;actxon in the secomi
‘quarter thisyear.

" At current prices, the value of production
in agriculture and fisheries rose by 4.3% to
P522.58 billion in the third quarter. 3

For the nine months to September, the value
‘of production in agnculture and fisheries at
constant 2018 prices inched up by 0.2% from
the 0.3% increase in the same period in 2022.

“Despite (the) slight contraction in the
value of farm production in the third qbuarter
there m:sﬂlhmcfngvmdicmoﬂs:sh&sector
could contribute po,smvely to the economy,”
the Department of Agl‘lculture (DA) said in a
statement.

The DA set a target of 2.3%-25% for agri-
cultural output growth thisyear.

Crops, which accountior more thanhalf or
54% of the 'Sector’s overall production, shpped
by 0.4% to P222.69 billion in the third quarter.
This was a reversal of the 1.8% expansion
in the same period a year ago and the 1.2%
gruwth in the second quaﬂer of 2023.

Roehlano M. Brlones a senior research
fellow thh the Phlhppme Inshtute for De-
velopment Studies, said that the drop in crops
outputwas mamly(fuetoweather dlsruptlons

For the ﬁi'st‘ nine months, the value of crop

productlon“grew by 0.9%, an improvement

from the 1% dechne ayear earlier.

‘In the third quarter, the decline in crop
output was mainly attributed to the lower pro-
duction in sugarcane (-26.4%), potato (-26%),
mongo (-21.1%), cabﬂage (-17.5%), eggplant

"(-13.9%), and rubber (-12.7%). Lower out-

put was also seen in abaca (-7.7%), ampalaya
(-7.5%), and coconut (-1.9%).

Meanwhile, “tobacco productlon surged
by 122 1% and onion by 165.1%. Corn inched
up by 5%, while banana (0.03%) and mango
(15.2%) also showed increased productmn.

Fisheries recorded the steepest drop
in the third quarter as production fell by

'6.1% to P58.72 billion, worsening from

the 5.2% decline a year ago but improving
from the13.8% contraétmn in the prewous
qnarter

Fisheries contnbuted 14. 2% to the total _

share of agricultural output.

- For the January to—Sep%ember penod, the
value of fisheries output at constant 2018 pric-
es fellby'i% from the 4. 3% decline a year ago.

Former Agncdlture Undersecretary Fer-
min D. Adriano said fisheries production was
affected bytyphoohs dunngthe third quarter.

Agricultural, S1/11
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Govt avian flu vaccine approval to help boost
PHL food security—poultry industry players

By JasPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
W@jearcalas

HE national government’s

decision to allow commercial

vaccination against bird flu
would help ensure the country’s food
security, particularly for proteins, and
deter the use of illegal vaccines, an

industry expert said.

Jun Romo, president of the
Philippine College of Poultry Prac-
titioners, said the approval of the
guidelines on targeted use of vac-
cination against avian influenza
(AI) is two-fold.

First, it would contribute to
protecting the local poultry in-
dustry, thereby, safeguarding the
country’s protein supply. Second,
it would serve as a deterrent to
unauthorized vaccines circulating
in the market today.

“The most pressing 1mpetus
why we pushed for the use of vac-
cination [was] because we really
want to protect our food security,
especially poultry, which is the
source of cheapest protein both
in eggs and meat,” Romo told the
BUSINESSMIRROR.

The PCCPis the partner private
organization of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) in crafting and
draftingthe guidelines on bird flu
vaccination use. |

Romo explz-tined that the PCCP
pushed for the inclusion of vacci-

‘nationaspartof the government’s

tools against bird flu when the
transboundary animal disease
resurged in late 2021.

He pointed out that bird fluhas
become “endemic” to wild birds in
recent years compared to the first
time that the Philippines suffered
outbreaks of the disease in 2017.

“We want to protect the areas
critical to our food security, es-
pecially those near to the marsh-
lands where wild birds go. And we
know thatthosearethe sameareas
where the bulk of our layer popu-
lation can be found,” Romo said.

Furthermore, Romo empha-
sized that the risk of using illegal
vaccines is that it might push the
bird flu virus to mutate.

Once that happens, the arrival
of legitimate vaccines may not be
effective enough to control the
virus, he explained. 19,700
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Industry players have sounded

the alarm that various vaccines,
claiming to be against bird flu,
are readily available and acces-
 sible in e-commerce platforms
. like Shopee.

Romo is confident that the
Philippines, in drafting the Al
vaccination guidelines, beneﬁt-
ted from the wisdom and experi-
ences of nearby countries thathave
been using vaccines to control the
disease.

Gregorio San Diego, Ph1l1pp1ne
Egg Board Association (PEBA)
cha.u'man, said local poultry rais-
ers have been forced to use smug-
gledvaccmes, suchas thosesoldin
online platforms like Shopee, just
to have a certain level of protec-
tion to their flocks.

“If you get hit by bird flu, it can
wipe out all your birds and that
is a huge devastation. So, poultry
raisers are risking using illegal
vaccines just to have a sense of
p’rotection compared to having
none,” San Diego told reporters in
an interview on Wednesday.

" In October 2022, the PEBA
joined the call for the govern-
ment to allow and fast track the
entry of inactivated bird flu vac-
cines in the country to curb the
impact of the disease on the do-
mestic layer industry. (Related
story: https://businessmirror.
com.ph/2022/10/24/phl-lay-

er-industry-cites-riskfrom-ai- -

surge-pushes-vax/)

San Diego and Romo urged the
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to fast track the issuance of
the special import permit for the

Al vaccines to kick start the roll-
out of legitimate vaccines.

Romo disclosed that the tech-
nical working group (TWG) on AI
has formally endorsed three vac-
cine candidates to the FDA tobeis-
sued with special import permits.

He emphasized that the vac-
cines underwent rigorous local
trials and have been used by oth-
er countries as well in their fight
against bird flu.

The Philippines recently al—
lowed the commercialuseof Alvac-
cinesin domestic poultrytohelpin
curbing the spread of bird flu na-

‘tionwide and minimize economic

losses incurred by raisers. (Re-
lated story: https://business-

. mirror.com.ph/2023/11/08/

phl-allows-commercial-use-of-
ai-vaccine-for-domestic-poul-
try-industry/)

The landmark policy decision

‘was made after the DA published

the guidelines on the targeted
use of bird flu vaccines to comple-
ment the effortsagainst the trans-
boundary animal disease.

The urgency of allowmg the
use of vaccines came about when
the country faced resurgence of -
bird flu outbreaks in recent years
at a faster rate and wider scope
compared to theinitial incidences
in 2018 &

‘The Philippines }omed the
growing number of countries -
worldwide that have adopted a
vaccination policy to control the

“ spread of bird flu that has killed

at least 300 million of poultry
globally, disrupting global supply
and trade.
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By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
W@jearcalas

HE country’s agricultural
production in the third quarter

.. dipped by 0.3 percent, a reversal
of the 1.6-percent growth posted a

year ago, according to the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA).

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) said there are still “strong

indications” that the sector could

contribute positively to the econ-
omy despite the contractionin the

value of farm production during

the period.

PSA data indicated that the
_ contraction in the output of crops
and fisheries dragged the over-
all performance of the country’s
farm sector.

The contractions in the two

sectors were more than enough to
pull down the overall gains regis-
tered by the livestock and poultry

. sectors.

“As we look closely at the data
more closely, we could see positive

signs in the rice, corn and onion:

harvest, as well as in our produc-
tion of tilapia and galunggong—
all important food items for the
Filipino masses,” Agriculture Sec-
retary Francisco TiuLaurel said in
a statement.

A FARMER uses a hand tractor with a three-disc

plow attachment developed by the Philippine Rice

Research Institute. BUSINESSMIRRORFILE PHOTO

Data from the PSA showed that
the value of production in agri-
culture and fisheries, at constant
2018 prices, during the July to

.September period fell to P412.412

billion from P413.622 billion a
year ago.

Across all the sectors, fisher-
ies posted the steepest decline at
6.1 percent followed by crops at

Page of _*




BusinessMirror

Date:

0.4 percent, according te the PSA.

The value of the fisheries pro-
duction in the third quarter was
estimated at P58.72 billion, about
P3.826 billion lower than the
P62.546billionrecordedlastyear.

The fisheries sector’s output
value was the lowest since 2003,
when it reached P58.146 billion.
- It contributed 14 percent to the
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" overall agricultural and fisheries

production in July to September.

Meanwhile, the value of the
country’s crop production fell by
P810 million to P222.692 billion
from last year’s P223.502 billion,

- according to the PSA. The crops
sector accounted for 54 percent of

total farm and fisheries output of
the country.

“The value of livestock produc-
tion at P66.11 billion was 2.5 per-
cent higher than last year’s same
quarter level. It contributed 16.0

percent to the total value of pro-

duction in agriculture and fisher-
ies,” the PSA said on Wednesday.
'The poultry sector, which had
a 15.7 percent share to total ag-
ricultural production, registered
a P64.89 billion worth of output,
about 3 percent higher than the
P63.06billionitrecordedlastyear.
“At current prices, the value of
productioninagricultureand fish-

eriesamountedto P522.58 billion, -

whichwas 4.3 percent higher than

its level in the same quarter last

year,” the PSA said.

' 'Data from the agency also

_ showed that the country’s ag-
“ricultural and fisheries output

from January to September grew
slightly to P1.269 trillion com-
pared from last year’s P1.266
trillion. e e

The sector posted slight in-
creases in terms of the value of

_output for the second consecu-

tive year. In 2022, it grew by 0.3
percent on an annual basis. 3
During the nine-month period,
only the value of fisheries output
contracted while the production of
crops, livestockand poultry posted

" increments, based on PSA data.

The value of fisheries produc-

tion from January to September

reached P172.212 billion, about 7

~ percent lower than the P185.247

billion recorded last year.
~ Figures from the agency indi-

~ cated that the value of the produc-

tion of crops amounted to P711.29

* billion (up0.88 pereént) :livestock,

P191.272billion (up 2.39 percent);
and poultry, P194.376 billion (up

2.5 percent).
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3 World Bank-funded
projects to hoost
| agri output unveiled

THEDepartmentof Agriculture
(DA) has launched new
projecisfundedbythe WorldBank
(WB) as part of government ef-
fortsto achieve food security.
Newly installed DA Secre-
tary Francisco Tiu Laurel]r. led
the unveiling of the Philippine
Rural Development Project
(PRDP) Scale-Up, Philippine
Fisheries and Coastal Resilien-
cy (FishCoRe) Project, and
Mindanao Inclusive Agricultur-
al Development Project (MI-
ADP) in a Qeremgg;jr-held at

Novotel hotel in Quezon City.
* es,” he said. " PNA

on Monday-afternoon.

. Laurelunderscored thesignifi-

cance of the three projects, noting
thattheseareinline with President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr/'sthrust to

. ‘strengthenthecapabilitiesof farm-

ersand fisherfolksthroughclimate-

“Togetherwithourlongtime
partner, the World Bank, weare
excited to see the immense con-
tribution to increasing agricul-
tural productivity, market a¢-
cess, income and resiliency and

?E‘nigx‘:z:rﬂ\g Ig'sﬁel:fvoelk gI'Ol'.lpS'

access to markets and servic-
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Negros farmers selling
rice at P25/kilo anew

By GILBERT BAYORAN

'BACOLOD CITY - Rice
farmers, aided by the provin-

 cial government in reducing

~ their labor inputs, have been
“selling rice anew for P25 per
kilo at the “Bigasan ng Bayan”
outlet located in the Food Ter-
minal Market of Negros Occi-

dental (FTMON) since Nov. 7.

© Pedro Limpangog, presi-
dent of the Eepdatggtignlz)f Ir-
rigators Association of Central
Negros-Bago River Irrigation
System (FIACN-BRIS), said

they are targeting 470 priority

consumers to avail themselves
of the low priced rice.

Enrique and La

. Priority consumers —incdlud-
ing senior citizens, indigents
and persons with disabilities
—can buy up to five kilos only.
Limpangog said the sa

.of rice were Spro,d:.u:ed by 44

FIACN-BRIS southern sec-
tor farmers from Bago City,
Valladolid, Pulupandan, San
_ lota.

Last month, the Bigas ng
Bayan outlet also sold rice to
at least 455 individuals at the
FTMON.

Limpangog said the pro-

‘ceeds would be used to buy

more rice from other rice farm-
ers, which will be also sold at
FTMON at P25 per kilo.
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CACAO CONGRESS SET IN DAVAO TO BOOST LOCAL OUTPUT

THE conduct of the National Ca-
cao Congress 2023 in Davao City
from November 16 to17 offers
an opportunity to showcase local
cacao and gain insights on how to
improve its production, an official
said Tuesday.

Dante Muyco, chairman of the

Davao Regional Cacao Industry
Council, also encouraged the ca-

cao farmers to achieve a yield of 2
kilograms (kg) of quality dry beans
per tree, a benchmark that will al-
low the Philippines to compete m
the global export market.

“The demand for chocolate is
rising, and we target at least 2 kg
per tree of dry beans. But based on
our observation, the number of
kilos per tree will only get at least

800 grams,” Muyco said in a press
briefing here.

To address the problem, he said
cacao experts were invited to dis-
cuss the productivity and sustain-
ability of the cacao industry in the
upcoming event.

*|The] Philippines is consuming
around 50,000 MT (metric tons)
of cacao annually and the inter-

national demand is growing at 10
percent per year. The world needs

- 5 million MT per year, and we are
too far yet,” Muyco said.

Davao Region's favorable cli-
mate, he said, placesitinaviable
position to expand production
to meet the increasing demand
for cacao.

Muyco said the region was de-

clared Cacao Capital of the Philip-
pines in 2021 through Republic Act
11547, highlighting its pivotal role
in cacao production.

With 81 percent of the Philip-

ines’ cacao output coming from
P P g

Mindanao, local farmers must
respond to the challenge by im-
provmg quality and productmty,
he sai/! el

Summit activities include ple-
nary sessions, panel discussions
and workshops covering various
aspects of cacao production, quali-
ty enhancement and sustainability.

A highlight of the event is an
exhibition showcasing 85 booths
for cacao industry stakeholders
to present their products and
services. PNA
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Cacao Congress to promote
local cacao, raise productivity

AVAO.City—The conduct
D of the National Cacao

Congress 2023 in this
c1ty on November 16-17 is seen as
a great opportunity to showcase
local cacao and gain insights on
how to improve its production, an
official said Tuesday.

Dante Muyco, chairperson of
the Davao Regional Cacao Indus-
try Council, also encouraged ca-
cao farmers to achieve a yield of
2 kg of quality dry beans per tree,

a benchmark that will allow the’

Philippines to compete effectively
in the global export market.
“Thedemand for chocolateisris-
ing, and we target at least 2 kg per
tree of dry beans. But based on our

. observation, the number ofkilos per

treewillonlygetatleast800grams,”

~ Muyco said in a press briefing here.

Toaddress the problem, hesaid,
cacao experts were invited to dis-
cuss the productivity and sustain-
ability of the cacaoindustryin the

upcoming event.

“[The] Philippines is consum-
ing around 50,000 MT [metric
tons] of cacao annually and the
international demandis growing
at 10 percent per year. The world
needs 5 million MT per year, and
we are too far yet,” Muyco said.

Davao region’s favorable cli-

mate, he said, placesitinaviable

position to expand production

to meet the increasing demand
for cacao.

Muyco said the region was de-
clared Cacao Capitalof the Philip-
pinesin 2021 through Republic
Act 11547, highlighting its piv-
otal role in cacao production.

With 81 percent of the Philip-
pines’s cacao output coming from

Mindanao, local farmers must re-

spond to thechallenge byimproving
quality and productivity, he said.
Summit activities include

plenary sessions, panel discus- |
sions, and workshops covering |

various aspects of cacao produc-
tion, quality enhancement, and
sustainability.

A highlight of the event is an
exhibition showcasing 85 booths
for cacao industry stakeholders

‘to present their products and |

services. Philippine News Agency
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Australla jUSt had the driest October in more re than two decades

, USTRALIA, a top exporter of wheat,
Abarley and canola, experienced the
driest October in more than 20 years

and the fifth driest in records going back

to 1900 as an El Nifio weather pattern -
continues to bring dry, hot conditions to.

the country, according to the Bureau of
Meteorology.

That follows the driest September on
record. Early that month, the government
~ forecaster estimated wheat output at
25.4 million tons, or 36 percent less than
a year earlier, when the crop was boosted
by abundant rains. Dry weather since then
may have cut expectations even further.
Harvesting of wheat and barley mostly
starts in November and lasts through
January.

M Rainfall in October was below

average formost of Australia, and the driest
on record for the key growing region of
Western Australia. The month's rainfall was
65 percent below the 1961-1990 average
B Soil moisture was below average

(in the lowest 30 percent of all years since
1911) for much of country, particularly in
the south and east '

M For November2023 toJanuary 2024,

below median rainfallislikely orvery likely:

(60 percent to greater than 80 percent

chance) for northern, western, central and

southern Australia

Sheep industry in crisis
MEANWHILE, Australia’s sheep industry is

in crisis, with prices near the lowest level -

in 16 years forcing some farmers in the
country’s west to give their animals away
for free to pet-food manufacturers.

Mutton prices have plunged 75 percent
overthe pastyear, according toTim Jackson,
global supply analyst at Meat & Livestock
Australia. Sheep prices have also slumped,
with older animals fetching an average of
justAS34($22) in Octoberand some reports
of animals selling for less than a dollar a
head, he said.

El Nifio is expected to bring drier and

hotter conditions, increasing the number
of animals sent for slaughter because of
lack of pasture. Many abattoirs are-now
operating at capacity. .Government plans
to phase out live exports have deepened
concerns about oversupply—particularly
inWestern Australia, which shipped almost
all of the country’s live sheep last year.
“Some farmers are getting almost

nothing,” said Andrew Spencer, chair of -

Sheep Producers Australia. Where the sheep
are low quality, some farmers are being

forced to give animals away for free to pet -

food producers, he said. “It’s been a very
volatile time over the last couple of years.

In the north of the Western Australia
wheat belt, there have been reports of
some farmers being forced to euthanize
sheep, said Steve McGuire, vice president

of WAFarmers. “In the ‘90s, we had to .

euthanize large numbers. That was.soul-
destroying, we don't want to go back to
that,” he said. -

This represents a dramatic decline in

Y2

fortunes for sheep producers, who less than
three years ago were enjoying record lamb
and mutton prices. And the market is not

.expected to recover until next year, said

Matt Dalgleish, co-founder of agricultural
consulting firm, Episode 3.

Now, all eyes are focused on whether
El Nifio breaks over the summer, he said,

addingamove backtonormal rainfall would |

be a“huge boost to the market.”

The crisis in the industry has sparked a
wave ofdissentamong producers, with the top
farming body launching a campaign calling

* forthe federal government to abandon plans = |

to ban live sheep exports to the Middle East
and for the establishment of a dedicated visa
pathway for agricultural workers.

On Monday, one of the country’s two

major supermarket chains, Woolworths
Group, announced it would slash the price
of 26 Australian lamb meat products by 20

percent following criticism that retail prlces |

hadn't dropped-fast enough.
- Bloomberg News
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