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'Aqua'culture tops fisheries production in Q3

DOMESTIC aquaculture output accounted for the big-

gest share of the country’s total fisheries production in.

the third quarter (Q3) at 51.8 percent, the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) reported.

Aquaculture production was posted at 527,150
metric tons (MT), 7.4 percent higher compared to the
490,960 MT output during the same period in 2022.

From July to September, total volume of fisheries
production increased by 2.1 percent and was recorded
at 1.01 million MT compared to the 996,320 MT output
of last year

The PSA reported that annual increases in produc-
tion were also noted in commemal ﬁsl’leries and inland
municipal fisheries subsectors.

Only the marine municipal ﬁsheries subsector
reported a decrease during the quarter

Commercial fisheries production was estimatedat

230,676 MT during the quarter, represenﬂng a slight

increase of 0.5 percent from the’229,478l{l’output in

the same period of the prev:nusyear :
The subsector compriséd 22.7 percent ¢ ofthe total

fisheries production during the period iy
Inland municipal output also went up by2 8 percent

to 53,037 MT from 51,615 MT. This contributed 5.2
percent to the total fisheries production.

Marine municipal fisheries, meanwhile, fell by 7.9
percent to 206,639 MT from 224,263 MT a year earlier.
[taccounted for 20.3 percent of the total fisheries
output.

Among the 20 monitored species, decreases in
production were mainly noted in tiger prawn, which
went down by 49 percent; bigeye tuna by 41 percent;
fimbriated sardines by 37.8 percent; mud crab by 28.1
percent; and squid by 26.3 percent.

On the other hand, increases were reported in
Indian mackerel, which went up by 60.6; big-eyed scad
by32.8 percentryelld\nﬁntﬂna ms 5 percent; and
galungqnng (round scad) by 17.2 perce :

Depamnentnf Agriculture’s Philippine Fisheries
De\telnpment Authority ( (PFDA) earlier reported that
regronal fish ports dellvered a total of 123 813.37 MT of
ﬂgh in the third quarter ofthisyear ‘ !

The PFDA said that the fish unloaded frorn July
to September was hlgherby 221 percerrtfrom the

1121,062.55 MT unloaded in the second quarter of this

year with an average dallylmloadmg equivalentto
1,345.80 MT of fish.
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Unsohated advice

FTER the appointment of the
ew Agriculture secretary and
the publication of my last two es-
says in this paper, several esteemed
colleagues from the Founda-
tion for Economic Freedom Inc.
needled me to dedicate a column
on recommendations to fix the ag-
riculture sector’s problems instead
of merely enumerating a litany of
challenges. In response, I am pro-
viding unsolicited advice on what
needs to be done to fix it to the
Department of Agriculture (DA).
First, I have continually repeated
that the government should en-
courage farm clustering and con-
solidation to enjoy economies of
scale in production. Again, let me
stress that the proposal does not
necessitate consolidation of farm
ownership but merely the cluster-
ing and consolidation of produc-
tion, processing and marketing.
Farm clustering and consolida-
tion is the only way by which small
cultivators can become efficient to
survive today’s highly competitive
agricultural trade regime. It is a
way of ensuring that government
assistance can be delivered more
adequately and efficiently: in-
stead of dealing with millions of
individual farmers, the links will
just be with cooperatives or tiller

associations. It is also a means

by which layers of traders can be
eliminated to reduce retail prices
of agriculture and food products,
with groups of farmers directly
forging supply contracts with gro-
ceries and supermarkets.

A second measure is for the
DA to download its budgetary re-
sources to local government units
(LGUSs) instead of coursing these
through banner programs (rice,
corn, high-value crops, etc.) that in
turn go to the DA regional offices.
The bureaucratic layers result in
significant delays in the delivery
of support services, not to mention
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that the assistance often does not
suit the needs of the farmers.

Let provincial LGUs become
food security czars in their respec-
tive areas. This is aligned with the
Local Government Code of 1991
that devolved the delivery of basic
services. If the LGU is to perform
the food security czar function,
it must be able to formulate a
plan and identify the resources it
requires.

Having downlo aded its re-
sources to the LGUs, which will
now serve as the operations hub of
agricultural development projects,

what then should be the role of the

DA? There are three that I can think
of under this decentralized system.

First, the DA must hone its skills
and capability in analytical work,
which necessitates the gathering,
collecting, storing and analysis
of agricultural and food-related
data locally and internationally.
This will provide critical informa-
tion to DA central management
that will enable evidence-based
decisions and policies on how
best to allocate scarce resources.
The DA should be a repository of
knowledge on crop and animal
production and management, and
what other countries are doing
to make their agricultural sectors
competitive.

Part of the bulldmg and
strengthening of analytical ca-
pability would involve installing
a robust ; momtonng and evalu-
ation system that will track the
performance of LGUs that receive
funds and resources from the DA.
The department must develop an
input-output model, among oth-

ers, to determine whether LGUs
are meeting agreed targets or un-
derperforming. The results should
be determinants of whether an
LGU should be given more re-
sources or not.

A second area of strength that
must be developed as an offshoot
of a restructured DA is research
and development. Agriculture lit-
erature has shown that the highest
returns in agriculture investments
are derived from research and
development.

However, the DA research agen-
da must be reoriented toward
technologies and innovations
that have immediate field appli-
cation. It also must be-supportive

of agricultural products where the |

country has a comparative advan-
tage to promote greater exports.
Stronger tie-ups should be forged
with state colleges and universities

- undertaking agricultural research.

The DA must set priority agendas
to ensure that results can be im-
mediately implemented and are
not just for publication.
Necessarily, the research results
must be extensively disseminated

“and this requires an effective exten-

sion delivery mechanism. The DA
must ensure that LGU extension
workers and representatives of
farmer cooperatives and associa-
tions are regularly trained in the
latest technologies and use of farm
machinery. This will require the
engagement of a significant num-
ber of specialists in the DA unit
whose role is to regularly update
training materials and conduct
training programs.

Finally, with a strengthened ana-
Iytical and research capability, the
DA can now focus more effectively
on its regulatory function to pro-
tect humans, animals and plants
from pests and diseases that pose
public health hazards. This time,

> Finer B2
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Unsolicited

its decision will be based on solid empirical
evidence based on robust research work.

The task of agricultural development can
be best delegated to LGUs and the private
sector. The LGUs are in a better position as
they are more familiar with the needs of their
constituents. The private sector, meanwhile,
has considerable resources it can tap if the
government, through the DA, provides the
policy framework conducive to greater private
sector participation.

This new role of the DA can be successfully
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realized if the new secretary recruits technically
and managerially competent undersecretaries and
directors, particularly those at the regional level.
It is critical that the best DA staff are appointed
as regional directors because they are faces of the
agency. Regional directors are practically the DA
secretary’s surrogates at the local level given the
devolution of agricultural workers.

Regional directors are like middle-level
managers in a private company. They are at the
forefront of providing services to clients. With-
out competent mid-level managers, it will be
hard to measure the agriculture development
progress of LGUs in a system where DA funds
are downloaded to them.

fdadriano88@gmail.com
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Cavite fish kill won’t affect market BFAR

THE recent fish kill in Cavite
has no commercial value and
will not affect the market, the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquat-
“ic Resources (BFAR) said on
Thursday, November 16.

BFAR chief information of-

ficer Nazario Briguera said
during a public briefing that
the main reason for the fish kill
was the drop in the dissolved
oxygen level and the rise of am-
monia nitrogen level.

On Monday, November 13,
thousands of floating dead fish
were found at Cafiacao Bay.

“What happened in Cavite,
dead fish found in the area were

blackfish tilapia, not farm tila-
pia and it has no commercial
value,” said Briguera.
Briguera added that algal
bloom also occurred in the
area based on the reports on
Tuesday. He attributed it to the
changing temperature caused

by dlimate change.

“We can't say that [the algal
bloom] will spread, although
it is a natural phenomenon. It
is possible for another area to
have a trigger for algal bloom,
we really can't say,” he said.

The official added that BEAR
will provide technical assis-
tance to affected famlhes and

continue monitoring the area.
Twenty families have so far
evacuated from their homes
due to the stench of dead fish.
Briguera also announced on
Thursday that the closed fish-

ing season on sardines began

on November 15 and will last
for three months in the fishing
areas of Zamboanga Peninsula
and the Visayan Sea.

The fishing ban is done an-
nually t.hrough the Bureau's
Administrative Circular 225
which aims to conserve and
protect the economically-im-

portant species in the said

fishing ground during their

spawning period.

The implementation -of:"the
closed-fishing season was ad-
justed from December 1 to
March 1.

The bureau said that the de-
cision was based on research
conducted under the National
Stock Assessment Program of
the BFAR and the National Fish-
eries Research and Develop-
ment Institute (NFRDI) in Re-
gion 9 (Zamboanga Peninsula),
which shows that the spawning
period of mature sardines peaks
during the months of October
until January. '

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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DA: Suplay ng bigs sapat ngayong holiday season

Tiniyakng Department
of Agmture (DA) sa
publiko na may sapat at
abot kayang suplay n? 7
bigas sa bansa partikular
sa Metro Manila laluna sa
panahon ng skuhan.
" Ayon kay DA Assistant
Secretary at Spokesper-
son Amel de Mesa, halos
nakumpleto na ng palay

harvest kayat walang da-
hilan para kulangin ang
bansa sa suplay ng bigas.
“We have harvest-
ed about 90% of palay
across the nation, bought
at P22.00 per kilogram,”
sabi ni De Mesa. :

~ Anya, ang volume ay
kasalukuyang naibebenta

'sa average na P23-P25

kada kilo na farmgate
price. Ang average retail
price para sa regular well
milled ay nasa P42.80
kada kilo habang ang
prevailing Jnrice para sa
well mille:

kada kilo.
farmers ang wet season

Sinabi ni De Mesa na

- bi

rice ay P45 .

may kabuuang 3.063 mil-
lion metric tons (MMT) ng
gas ang maaani nitong
Nob%ambre at Disyembre.,
“Based on data and
information from the Phil-
ippine Rice Information
ystem, it is generally a
rq‘_ood harvest year for the
ilipino rice farmers,” sabi
pa ni De Mesa. (Angie
dela Cruz)

Page of



ANE DIARYD N& MASA

Date: 1T NOV 2023 Page: [ 3
Wy
iz LIBRARY
ﬁlﬁ( PERT, QOF AGRICULTHRE

$ ’ﬁ:aatasannbatas NFAnabnkodsapagmﬂnm sa-
patnanoebuﬁerstock%ﬁbﬂihmsalokalnamagsasaka,ﬁla—
ngahensyaaugsapatnambaknnbuﬁlsasusu—

'mmne eemu]nsaPlgmn&o P23, pe
prmglfmm‘avw @f_f‘ 1]
y '._t - ] 3 am . e
ng ahensiya na . stock.
You must in good fai aﬁ  best efforts comply with
that mandate ayon kay P:mentel. “Come c]osertothe quanhty

R S R
ol Mg by
nagamxtng ahensiya, ayon kayVillar
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the ‘unli rice’ culture?”

HITE rice, the staple food of Filipinos and

other Asians, has been proven to cause =

spikes in blood sugar because it has a high

glycemic index (Gl). Studies have linked high
rice consumption with increased risk of type 2 diabetes.

editorial

Eating high-GI foods can cause blood sugar levels to rapidly rise—trig-
gering the pancreas to release more insulin—and then quickly fall. This can
promote cravings and overeating. Repeating this cycle frequently may lead
to weight gain and insulin resistance, factors associated with type 2 diabetes
and higher cardiovascularrisk, accordingtoa Harvard School of Public Health
(HSPH) research. ik A s

The HSPH researchers reviewed four earlier studies involving more than
352,000 people from China, Japan, the United States, and Australia who were

 tracked between four and 22 years. They found that people who ate the most
rice—three tofour servingsaday—were 1.5 times morelikely to havediabetes
than people who ate the least amount of rice. In addition, for every additional
large bowl of white rice a person ate each day, the risk rose 10 percent. The
link was stronger for people in Asian countries, who eat an average of three
to four servings of white rice per day. AR

* A perspective paper in Diabetes Care recommends reducing white rice in

your diet. Avoidinglarge portion sizes can help reduceinsulin and blood sugar
levels and decrease the risk of diabetes. In fact, eating too much food at one
time has been shown to cause higher blood sugar and insulin levels in people
at risk of diabetes. :

 According to the International Diabetes Federation, there are 3.9 million
people with diabetes in the Philippines as of May 2020. As a chronic illness,
-diabetes can bring about an increased risk of developing heart disease and
stroke. In 2020, 6.5 percent of deaths in the country were caused by diabetes
mellitus diseases. ; !

Now comes abill filed at the House of Representatives thatmay unintention-
ally help Filipinos prevent the risk of diabetes. House Deputy Majority Leader
Janette Garin’s proposed legislation mandates restaurants, canteens, eater-
ies, and food establishments to provide a half-cup rice serving option. Dubbed
the “Rice Waste Reduction Act of 2023,” the bill is geared towards curbing rice
wastage, estimated at P7.2 billion ayear. (Read the BUSINESSMIRRORreport,
“With P7.2-B wastage, billmandates half-cup rice,” November 15, 2023).

Incidentally, President Marcos filed a similar bill—Senate Bill No. 1863—
seeking to penalize restaurants for refusing to serve half a cup of rice when
he was a senator during the 16th Congress. Unfortunately, the Senate failed
to act on his proposed measure. :

Garin said her bill seeks to minimize food waste, encourage balanced and
sustainable eating habits, and promote healthier meal portions. “By imple-
menting this measure, the legislation envisions a future where individuals
are more conscious of theirfood choices, establishmentsprioritize responsible
serving practices, and society asa whole benefits from a more sustainable and
balanced approach to food consumption,” she said.

Garin’s bill, if signed into law, is like throwing two strikes with one pitch.
Her primary purpose is to help reduce rice wastage in the country. But the
incidental health benefit of this measure is potentially huge. It helps prevent
overconsumption of white rice, which can raise blood glucose levels and in-
crease the risk of diabetes. :

In the age of social media, however, we can’t predict the effect of half-cup
rice image posts on the reputation of a restaurant, particularly on people who
dor't know that this is a customer’s option and not the restaurant’s regular
serving size. : - : ,

Under the regime of “unli rice,” we also don’t know who would avail them-
selves of just a half-cup rice serving. But, who knows, this may just be the

 legislation needed to:make people aware that we cannot continue cultivating
an “unli rice” culture if we want to lower our blood sugar level and reduce the
risk of type 2 diabetes. s ' of
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Small farmer recelpt exemption rules issued

THE Bureau of Intemal Rev-
enue (BIR) said it has released
the regulations that will govern

oré ofithe nee&.;ofxpsue prmclpal §

and sc?lemeﬁtany receipts or
invoi the sale of their

agncul products.:
ugh thqse revenue re

prmmpal place of business or
_residence with the BIR’s Revenue

" District Office (RDO).
the small-scale farmer exemp-
tion fromﬁssmng recelpts and

i i o Sebs, contract growers and millers

- The BIR also classifies agricul-
~tura.l supphers sellers, produc-

Ei:hat_ do not exceed the P1 million
'thre_'shold to be small-scale agri-
cultural producers.

~ The BIR agricultural producer
category includes produce, live-
“ stock, and poultry farmers, as well
~ as producers of marine products,

lations, we ho;re to s;npport ouf":wqrdmary salt, and agricultural

small aamcu]

making 1t~mi§ﬂ'or em to com-
ply with the tax. laws,"'BIR Com-

ucerd'ﬁy

puts.
“The agncultural“food prod-
ucts shall still be covered by

missioner queo D. Lumagui, Jro these revemfé regulations even

on Thursday. iAW
The RR emempts 2 ","liltural
producers whosggr ‘rhales ’ﬂo
not exceed P1 million ayear.
* It added that small»ib'rod cets
are still required to reglster th‘bu‘

lf tliey have undergone the

< s1mple process of preparation
“or pregemtmn for ;narket, it

asm’ o

ft ad :d that producers also

»g&ueed to niamtam a records of

fsnnpllﬁedsales book. ]
“If an agricultural producer"

sales for every transaction in a

sells goods or services other than
food products, the total value of
the other products must not ex-

.ceed P1 million and be equivalent

to up to 30% of total sales per year.

“Should the annual gross sales/
receipts of small agricultural pro-
ducers exceed P1 million at any

time..., they will be required to is-

sue official receipts/sales invoices
for every subsequent transaction

valued at P100 or more,” the BIR

said.

It added that those exceeding
the threshold can buy and use of-
ficial printed receipts or invoices
from district offices and are re-
quired to issue official receipts
“pursuant to an Authority to
Print (ATP) to be issued by the
RDO”

Buyers are also requ:red to

~dssue a Cértl'ficatq of Income

Payment Not Subject to With-
holding Tax (BIR Form No. 2304)
or Certificate of Creditable Tax
Withheld at Source (BIR Form
No. 2307) for every transaction.

“These forms will serve as
evidence of purchases made to
support claims for deductible ex-
penses of the buyers or purchas-
ers of Agricultural Food Products,
for tax purposes,” it said.

Producers which do not exceed
P300,000 in net income for the
tax year are exempt from with-
holding taxes. Those above the
threshold are subject to a 1%
withholding tax rate.

Small-scale agricultural pro-
ducers are still required to pay
income taxes and file quarterly
and annual income tax returns. —
Adrian H. Halili
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