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New DA chief: Major onion
smuggler arrested in Batangas

An alleged large-scale onion
smuggler was arrested in
Batangas recently, Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr. announced yesterday.

Laurel said that Jayson de
‘Roxas Taculog was appre-
- hended by police operatives
on Wednesday after an arrest
warrant was issued by Manila
Regional Trial Court Branch
26 Judge Edilu Hayag,

No bail was recommended.

“Taculog’s arrest is just the
beginning. With help from the
police, the courts, and local gov-
ernment units, the Department
of Agriculture will continue to
run after smugglers and eco-
nomic saboteurs,” Laurel said.

According to Laurel, the
arrest of Taculog was done
- after the confiscation of P78.9
million worth of illegally im-
ported agricultural goods
consigned to Taculog J Interna-

tional Consumer Goods Trad-
ing during separate operations
at the Manila International
Container Port from December
2022 to January 2023.

. Taculog was arrested for
using fictitious import permits
and shipping documents, Lau-
rel added. ) S

He said that if found guilty,
ent

Taculog faces life impri
and a fine twice the fair value of
the smugg]‘ed agricultural prod-
ucts and :

of taxes he avoided paying.

“Smugglers and hoarders

are destroying notjust the live-
lihood of our farmers. They are
exploiting Filipino consumers
with high food prices,” Laurel
said.

Taculog's arrest was a prod-
uct of “coordination among key
government agencies, as well as
the prompt actions of the BOC,”
according to BOC Deputy Com-

e aggregate amount

his newly appointed

missioner Juvymax Uy. s

“His arrest showed the com-
mitment of the Marcos admin-
istration to go after these big-
time agricultural smugglers,”
said BOC Commissioner Bien-

~venido Rubio.

Persons found guilty of

+ “smuggling, hoarding, profi-

teering, and cartel of agricul-
tural and fishery products”
would be penalized with “life
imprisonment and a fine thrice
the value of the agricultur-
al and fishery products in-
volved,” the agency said.

SDO terminated

Meanwhile, Laurel has

terminated the contract of

the special disbursing officer
(SDO) assigned at the Office of
the Secretary as he designa
ief of
staff to replace the employee.
Laurel issued Special Order

ted.

1393 on the termination of the
designation of Rheeda Cabrera
as SDO of the Office of the Sec-

At the same time, Laurel
issued Special Order 1377 ap-
pointing lawyer Alvin John
Balagbag as special disburs-
ing officer for the Office of
the Secretary where he was
authorized to handle the petty
cash fund of P120,000.

- Laurel appointed Balagbag

~ as head executive assistant and

chief of staff, replacing Assis-
tant Secretary Rex Estoperez.

“The order shall take effect
immediately and shall remain
in force unless revoked in
writing. All orders inconsis-
tent herewith are deemed
revoked,” he added. Laurel
has started implementing reor-
ganization at the DA after his

“appointment on Nov. 3. -
— Bella Cariaso, Ghio Ong
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Big-time onion smuggling fm ™ provisional
suspect arrested — DA

Authorities have arrested
an alleged big-time onion
smuggler in Batangas, De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Francisco Tiu Lau-
rel Jr. announced on Friday,
Nov. 17.

Laurel said police ap-

Taculog on the strength of
an arrest warrant issued by
Judge Edilu Hayag of Manila
Regional Trial Court Branch
26 for violation of Republic
Act 10845, the law declar—
ing large-scale agricultural

'smuggling as economic sabo-

tage. No bail was recom-

sabotahe sa ating sektor (Taculog’s
arrest is just the beginning. With the
help of the police, the courts, and
local government units, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture will continue to
run after smugglers and economic
saboteurs),” he said in a statement.
“Isa sa mga utos ni Pangulong Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. na habulin ang
mga smugglers at hoarders. Agad
nating inaksyunan ang direktibang
ito ng Pangulo (One of the Presi-
dent’s marching orders is to go after
smugglers and hoarders. We imme-
diately implemented the President’s
directive).” :

The agriculture department not-
ed that Taculog was nabbed for

allegedly using fake, fictitious, or
fraudulent import permits or ship-
ping documents. :

“pside from evading payment of
taxes and duties, he was also charged
with misclassification, undervalu-
ation, or misdeclaration of import
entry and revenue declaration sub-
mitted with the Bureau of Customs.
At the same time, he was accused of
acting as the broker for a violating
importer,” the agency added.

1f Taculog is found guilty, the DA

said he may face life imprisonment..

“He may also be fined twice the
fair value of the smuggled agricul-
tural products and the aggregate
amount of taxes, duties, and other

The arrest of Taculolg,
according to Laurel, is just

~ the beginning of DA’s war
~ on smugglers and hoarders

of agricultural products.
“Umpisa pa lang si Tac-

ulog. Sa tulong ng pulis,

korte at lokal na pamaha-

- laan, patuloy na tutugisin

ng Department of Agri-

culture ang mga
smuggler at suma- > 10

charges he avoided paying,” it
added.

Laurel said smugglers and
hoarders are not only ruining
farmers’ livelihoods, but they are
also abusing Filipino consumers
through excessive food costs.

Per the Anti-Agricultural
smuggling Act, large-scale agri-
cultural smuggling occurs when
at least P10 million worth of
rice or at least P1 million worth
of sugar, corn, pork, poultry,
garlic, onion, carrots, fish, and
cruciferous vegetables—either
raw, processed, or preserved—is
illegally brought into the country.

It was recalled that prices of
agricultural products shot up in
the tail end of 2022 and peaked
in early 2023 due to a number of
factors, including smuggling and
hoarding, which the government
vowed to eradicate. (Jel Santos)
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Two ways 2 T|u Laurels trudge for PH survival

NE is the final long-term

solution to the country's
food security. Recall how in
his inaugural, President Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.
was loudly applauded when
he declared his veritable oath
to bring down the price of rice
to P20 per kilogram. It's been
more than a year since, and the
price of rice per kilogram has
not gone down as pledged but
has even skyrocketed. I cook my

MY SAY

MAURO GIA
SAMONTE

to), and the last price I paid for
a kiilogram, which was the other
dayy, was P59; at the nearby
carinderia, one cup of cooked
riciz costs P20, while before
Boigbong's term, it was a light
P1C) per cup. It's been obvious

that Bongbong's arrogating to
himself the tasks and powers of
the secretary of the Department
of Agriculture didn't help at all
in lightening the food security
worries of the nation.

And we are only talking
about rice. We haven't touched
yet such other food necessi-
ties as sugar, salt, onion and
tomatoes, whose prices have
gone beyond the reach of the
average wage earner.

Understandably under these

own rice, and I buy it myself,

but as a reservist and doesn’t
make him a politician. About
the most credible credentials
to the post he possesses is a
‘Treportedly huge P30-million
‘contribution to Bongbong s
campaign fund.

Migrant origins

But delving into his genealogy,
one unravels a narrative that is
veritable, to borrow from the
Bishop of Canterbury, the stuff
of which fairy tales are made.
In the mid-1920s, from Fu-
jian province, China, 13-year-
old Tiu Ching Po dared the
waves of the South China Sea
on an antiquated vessel to be
able to reach Manila, at the
time regarded in China as the
land of golden opponu‘nmes
The pre-teener began by knock-
ing on doors, vendmg whatnots
just to survive in strange sur-
roundings. One tale has it that
learning of the skyrocketing
price of copra in the world
market, he took a bus ride to
Quezon, dealt in the commod-
ity, and came back to Manila
already driving his own car,

‘That was how the poor mi-
grant from China became fa-
mous as a copra tycoon, hob-
nobbing with top American
executives, even establishing
a friendship with President
Manuel Quezon which enabled
him to practically corner the
country’s exports of copra, The
company he founded became
the country’s foremost copra
enterprise and one of the 10 top
corporations of the land.

Finally, in accordance with
Philippine laws, with Philip-
pine President Jose P. Laurel
as his sponsor, the Chinese

adopted Philippine citizen-

ship and assumed thenceforth
the name Victor Tiu Laurel.
He married Maria Paz Ong of
Lumban, Laguna, with whom
he had 10 children, the eldest
being Francisco Tiu Laurel © .
who sired the robust feli
now known as the newly a
pointed Agriculture Sec. 2tary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.

This citation is being made
here to highlight the fact that

circumstances, Bongbong's
decision to let go at long last
of the agriculture portfolio
is welcome. Hope, after all,
is still better than having no
hope at all. And such a hope
of improved food security
conditions must be what newly
sworn Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. brings.
To many, the 50-year-old isa
novato in politics. True, heisa
captam in the Philippine Navy,
»SamonteA5

N
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development of agriculture
has been an expertise firmly
grounded in the Tiu Lau-
rel family. In his own prime
-years, Kiko (what Francisco
Jr. is affectionately called)
established the Frabelle Fish-
ing Corp., a deep-sea fishing
company operating in the
Asia-Pacific region,
Tagged in news accounts as
a billionaire, Kiko should be
experiencing a transformation
from serving himself to serving
. the nation now that he is in
public service. In this regard,
might we throw this question
at him: Is it possible to attain
food security without nation-
alizing the food industry?
Itis in the nature of trade that
profit is generated, and it is in

the nature of human greed to |

aspire for the most profit that
could be expropriated from
the market of free enterprise.
One cardinal rule of that enter-
prise is the law of supply and
demand. When the demand is
high and the supply is low, the
price of a commodity is high.
The late President Ramon Mag-
saysay, when told about this,
ordered: “Repeal that law!”

Poor president, he didn’t
know the law of supply and de-
mand is endemic in capitalism.
Quite unlike legislation passed
by congress, the law of supply
and demand is there to feed the
insatiable greed for profits by
capitalists. That's why there is
hoarding of commodities. It cre-
ates artificial shortages to bring
about the spiraling of prices of
these commodities.

So, without a revamp of capi-
talism, no lowering of prices of
food commodities is possible.
Food security for the populace
can never be attained.

A test for the sincerity of
Secretary Tiu Laurel in this
regard is the nationalization of
the food industry. The revamp
of capitalism is a political ac-
tion and most likely will come
about as a result of violence.
Nationalization softens the
transition. It skirts violence
and therefore maintains social
order despite radical changes
in the food sector.

Practically speaking now,
say, production of rice be-
comes a duty by every baran-
gay (village) for its particular
consumption. This is a year-
round activity participated in
by a representative each from
the families in the barangay.
Undisturbed supply of rice for
the barangay is thereby assured
for the entire year.

The same scheme is implement-
ed in the sectors of vegetables,
fruits, livestock and fisheries.

What the barangay produces,
it consumes. Nobody gets hun-
gry. Food security is attained.

Will Secretary Tiu Laurel na-
tionalize his multibillion-peso
fishing empire?

His lola Maria Paz raised all
10 children under the strict
edict to give back the family's
blessings to the country that
had given them a good future.
Down to the grandchildren
‘land great-grandchildren, such

]edict had lived on and on.

 Anti-war peace caravan

Meanwhile, of the 10 children
of the couple Victor and Maria
Paz Tiu Laurel, the sixth was
Herman Tiu Laurel, who early
on found himself immersed in
the national democratic move-
ment in the 1970s, then devoted
himself to journalism, writing
columns, running online pub-
lications, ceaselessly exposing
oligarchs in their wanton ex-
ploitation of Philippine natural
and human resources.

A rabid anti-American so-
cialist, he strictly abides by
his mother’s teaching to give
back to the Philippines what
the country has bestowed on
the Tiu Laurel family. In his
view, what the Philippines
urgently needs at the hour is
to enlighten the people on
the real issue in the escalating
tension in the South China
Sea. He exposed, for instance,
that alleged pursuits by China
Coast Guard ships of resupply
boats of the Philippine Coast
Guard at Ayungin Shoal was a
lie tweeted by a former US Air
Force official named Raymond
Powell and picked up as news

Page fkb{: ()'-'/\

by Philippine publications.
The lie certainly served as impe-
tus for the US desire of escalating
tension between the Philippines
and China in the disputed areas
of the South China Sea.

Herman saw early on that
approval by President Marcos
of four additional bases for
America under the Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agree-
ment (EDCA) signified US
success in turning the Philip-
pines into its proxy in war with
China. Bongbong's grant to the
United States of those bases
has so riled China that it im-
plied readiness to retaliate in
kind once those bases are used
for attacking China. Before the
situation gets out of control,
the US must be stopped in its
scheme to involve the Philip-
pines in its war with China.

On June 1, 2023, the Anti-
War Peace Caravan which Her-
man organized made its first
sortie, passing through histori-
cal places, like the Barasoain
Church in Malolos, Bulacan,
where the Malolos Congress
was held in 1899; the Cathe-
dral in Nueva Ecija, site of the
martyrdom of Gen. Antonio
Luna; finally Cagayan, where
it joined forces with Gov.
Manuel Mamba, foremost op-
prica. At every stop, throngs
welcomed the caravan and its
call to coonent of the addi-
tional EDCA sites Bongbong
granted to Amendemn America
for embroiling the Philippines
in its war with China.

When the caravan makes its
swing shortly to the Visayas
and Mindanao, Herman shall
have made a full circle of the
archipelago. Hopefully by
then, the populace will have
been enlightened enough to
launch mass actions aimed at
persuading Bongbong to recall
his approval of the four addi-
tional EDCA sites and save the
Philippines from the spoilage
of war the US is scheming.

Isn't this amazing? From op-
posite sides of the political spec-
trum, one family struggles to stay
true to its pledge of expressing
gratitude to the Philippines for
the good fortune it has enjoyed.

o G
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- Big-time onion smuggler
naaresto sa Batangas - DA
_Hinuli ng mga elemento ng pulisya ang isang
bigﬂmqe -‘briiohmstn!.iggler sa bataps ayon sa ulat ni
Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr. g
~ Ang suspek na si Jayson de Roxas Taculog ay .
inaresto sa bisa ng arrest warrant na naipalabas ng
Manila Regional Trial Court kaugnay ng pgglaba sa

Republic Act 10845, o ang batas ha dedeklara
ng '?argeﬁeqela agricultural smu sﬁgg g:qsang eco-

D ool ay farull dabilos. it ng peke
i Taculog ay nahuli dahil sa paggamit ng peke,
fictitious, -.::D? y pangn?ts o sglg;ing

d méaggiil '°"§.1"3I’°“' g:bayad tam
ocuments. Bukod sa hindl pag adn ang
buwis at duties, kinasuhan din ito ng'inlsaasslﬂca-
tion, undervaluation, o misdeclaration ng import
entry at revenue declaration na naisumite sa Bureau
o i ng ang DA, Philippine Coast Guard
agugunitang ang DA, pine Coast Gua

(PCG) at Bureau of Customs: (550) ay nakakum-
piska ng P78.9 million halaga ng illegally imported
agricultural goods na naka-consigned sa Taculog
J International Consumer Goods Trading sa mag-
kakahiwalay na operasyon sa Manila International
Container Port s CP) mula December 2022 hang-
9&39- anuary 2023. (Angie dela Cruz)
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_ra Madre Salone del Gusto, a |
A bi-annual celebration of Slow -
Food in Turin, Italy since 2012 |
(on even years) until 2022, minus
2020 or the pandemicyear. Itisa | %
huge meeting up of all the Slow | |
Food Convivia and Communi- g
ties from 160 countries for four .
days; which includes taste sessions, taste
demos and spirited talks about differe;
and practices to eat good, clean and fa
slowfood.com).- : :
This time, this year, we are celebrating Terra Madre
Visayas — right in our home ground. It is exciting to
know that Slow Food in the Philippines has grown
to more than 18 communities, with 12 located in the
Visayas and six located in Negros Island. G i b
What is a Slow Food community anyway? These
are aggrupations of like-minded farmers and con-
sumers, food producers and cooks and just about
anyone who believes in the preservation of food
cultures and the consumption of good, clean and
fair food. If you are interested, you just need to
gather ten people in your community who will then
sign a manifesto to send to Slow Food headquarters
in'Bra, Italy. That's it. And then you can be part of
this global movement. -
Thanks to support from national and local officials,
Slow Food Negros spearheaded the oorganization of
this milestone for the Philippines. Slow Food was first
introduced here in the late 80s by Mara Pardo de Tav-
era, Doreen Gamboa-Fernandez, Beth Romualdez and
 their colleagues. Slow Food Negros is now headed by

Reena Gamboa, a niece of the culinary icon Doreen
' Gamboa-Fernandez. The fruit does not fall far from
the tree, as the saying goes. s

Senator Loren Legarda came to support as she
is also an avid environmentalist and a supporter of
all things culture. She understands the Slow Food
principles and also joined us at Terra Madre Day
last December 2022 in Amadeo, Cavite. We hope
that she can join us in Terra Madre Salone del Gusto
2024 when it celebrates in Turin once again. In
previous years, former agriculture undersecretary
Berna Romulo-Puyat joined us in Turin to further
understand why Slow Food can make a difference
in farmers’ lives and in providing better food for
our citizens. ;

And after returning from the trip she made sure
we could expose old ingredients like adlai, batuan,
kadyos, heirloom rice and even Barako coffee to
consumers. All that exposure has now brought adlai
and batuan to mainstream markets as they can now
be found in more supermarkets and outlets across
the country. ; e

Ihavebeenlgcréj'r wotllend Tr- .|

yw. w,lfhl’agﬂ, Kalinga farmers and

- Wealso brought Benguet Arabica in'2016 to Tu-
rin and we were featured in an Italian café, yours
truly doing a sharing on the Cordillera sources of
organic coffee to the Ttalian press corps and serving
our coffee to them, assisted by an Italian barista
and my random' translator Mickey Garcia. Now,
that is something I may not be able to do again but
it did bring awareness about our revered Benguet
heirloom coffee varieties. I was accompanied by
the successor of Usec Berna Puyat, Usec. Evelyn
Lavifia, who also saw how Slow Food works. She
will soon form her own Davao Slow Food commu-
nity, even if she has left government service. That is
how contagious the movement is, which we hope
‘Sen. Loren Legarda continues to support with the
* help of Department of Agriculture and Department
,‘ngirounsm as Slow Travel is also a component of
* the community endeavors. -
* In the 2018 Terra Madre, Chef Jam Melchor along
Slow Food pioneers
'Rowena and Lam-en Gonnay conducted a taste work-
~ shop on heirloom rice from Pasil, which Chef Jam

" made into two recipes for the global audience to taste.

We had a lot of questions answered about Philippine
heirloom rice varieties from the press and other at-
tendees and it is really a unique way of showcasing
the richness of our food culture.

Also in 2018, Chef Margarita Fores would take
turns with Slow Food Sugbu’s Aurora Perez serving
adobo and rice, and budbud kabog, respectively. Fores
has been an avid participant since 2012, even serving
a lechon which was roasted in Rome by the Filipino
community. g

In 2022, even with a meager budget, we managed
to squeeze into a stand that stood out because of the
food samplings conducted by Slow Food Negros,
alternating with Slow Food Manila as we served up
coffee from Davao and Negros, and various recipes
using Ark of Taste ingredients.

So, this time we are in the Philippines and no less

 than Slow Food's executive director Paolo Di Croce
and Asia Pacific coordinator Elena Aniere will wit-
ness this first ever regional celebration featuring
taste workshops, Earth markets and many events
that will impress upon the general public what
Terra Madre does — it unites our culture to show the
world. And in Turin, a grander celebration awaits
us if and when plans push through, to show the
biodiversity we have and to show the world what
we have to offer from our rich heritage of flavors
and indigenous ingredients. -

So if you still have time to book a ticket, do drive
or fly to Negros to witness Terra Madre Visayas, the-
first ever to be held in the country. If you miss it, you
can save the dates for Terra Madre Salone del Gusto in

. Turin, Italy in September 2024. I swear it will change
you and how you see food and culture. aib

To the Terra Madre Visayas organizers and sup-
porters, thank you for giving the Philippines a chance
to be on the Slow Food map of the world.

*
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Price of galunggong
up by P40 per kilo

'I'he retail price of round
scad or galunggong, once
considered a “poor man’s
fish,” was up by P40 per
kilo based on monitoring of
the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) in Metro Mamla
markets.

Local round scad was sold

as high as P320 per kilo com-

- pared to its prevailing price

~on Nov. 13 at P280. Imported

round scad is sold as high
as P240 per kilo and Indian
‘mackerel at P340 per kilo.

- The Bureau of Fisher-

ies and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) has announced the

start of the closed fishing

season in the Visayan Sea

and Zamboanga peninsula

from Nov. 15 to Feb. 15 from
the original schedule of Dec
1 to March 1.

“Catching, selling and

buying sardmes, mackerel

and herrmg in a porhon of
the marine biodiversity-rich

Visayan Sea is prohibited.
‘This is to conserve and pro-
tect the economically im-
~ portant species in the said
 fishing ground during their
~Spawning period,” 'BFAR

said in an advisory.

three-month pause in sardine

- fishing activities in Zam-

boanga Peninsula with the

_ implementation of Bureau
“Administrative Circular No.

“This initiative covers

-one of the country’s largest

sardines fishing grounds, the
rich and bountiful waters of
the Zamboanga Peninsula,

“which includes East Sulu,

Basilan Strait, and Sibugay
Bay,” it added.
~ — Bella Cariaso

BFAR added that the gov- bt
“ernment will also enforce a
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from last month

By BELLA CARIASO

Retail prices of rice have
increased by at least P6 per kilo
compared to the prevailing
price a month ago as cost of the
grains continued its uptrend,
according to data from the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA).

Based on latest price moni-
toring of the DA in Metro
Manila markets, local regular
milled rice is sold to as high as
P51 per kilo compared to P45
on Oct. 16, or P6 per kilo dif-
ference; local well-milled rice
at P54 per kilo from a previous
price of P48; local premium
rice at P62 per kilo compared to
P60 per kilo; and local special

not want to stop milling and
causing the farmgate price to
increase. .

Last week until yesterday,
farmgate price of palay ranged
between P30 and P31 per kilo,”
Manuntag said, adding that if
the farmgate price of palay is
at P31 per kilo, the retail price
of rice will range between P54
and P55 per kilo. '

“Especially that Christmas
is nearing, there will be an
increase in the demand as
we are also monitoring the
El Nifio which is expected to
affect the country. We need to
act now,” he added.

At the same time, Manun-

tag said that he also received

rice at P66 per kilo, up from
Pégrﬁer kilo a month ago.
e retail price of imported
rice also increased as the im-
ported regular and well-milled
rice were no longer available in
the markets. MK
Imported premium rice was
sold as high as P59 per kilo
compared to P58 per kilo; and
imported rice at P62 per kilo
compared to P58 per kilo last
Oct. 16.
Imported regular and well-

milled rice were sold at P43

and P48 per kilo, respectively,
a month ago. :
Rice retailers group:
Grains Retailers Confedera-
tion of the Philippines (GRE-

reports that there was a de-

cline in palay harvest of many
farmers, causing the increase
in the buying price of palay.
“We received reports that
the farmers were affected by
the low palay output. From
P80 cavans, farmers only
harvested 60, 50 (cavans) and
there were even farmers who
harvested 40 (cavans), so the
Department of Agriculture
should look into this,” he
added. :
Manuntag said that newly
appointed Agriculture Secre-
tary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
should call for a meeting with
the millers, retailers, farmers
and other stakeholders to ad-

CON) spokesperson and Phil-

ippine Rice Industry Stake-

holders Movement (PRISM)

co-founder Orly Manuntag has

confirmed that the farmgate

Elrice of palay has reached as
igh as P31 perkilo.

He warned that the upward
trend in the retail price of rice
will persist amid the high de-
mand in December, effect of
the El Nifio and competition
among traders to buy the har-
vest of farmers.

“So, the prevailing price
is P26 (per kilo). The farmers
want traders to buy their pa-
lay at higher price, as a result

traders will offer P26.50, P27

and P28. Other traders do

dress the spike in the prices of
palay and rice. i

“The DA secretary should
meet with all the stakeholders
for us to explain comprehen-
sively what is happening in
the rice industry and we will
be able to explain to the secre-
tary what is Eappening on the
ground,” he said.

According to Manuntag,
the government should also
import rice to prevent the un-
reasonable spike in the retail
price of rice. “What I observed
was that if the government has
no stocks, the retail price of rice
goes up unlike before when
‘the stocks of the government

“stabilize thg prices,” he noted.
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 3MONTHFISHING BAN INVISATAN SEA STARTS

By Joey Mamn #
@joeymarzanINQ

ILOILO CITY—The government
has imposed a three-month
fishing ban in the Visayan Sea
to combat the severe decline in
fish population in this area in
the Visayas due to overfishing.
Harvesting of varieties of
sardine (“tuloy,” “tamban,” “ta-
bagak”), herring (“balantiyong”)
and mackerel (“guma-a,” “bu-
lao,” “hasa-hasa”) will not be al-
~ lowed in the area starting Nov.
15 until Feb. 15, 2024.
The conservation effort
covers several areas in the Vi-
_sayas, including the Talisay
River in Barotac Nuevo, Iloilo;
Tomonton Point in E.B. Maga-
lona, Negros Occidental; Danao
River in Escalante City; Sta. Fe
and Madridejos in Cebu; and
Gigantes Island in Carles, Tloilo.
The Visayan Sea, bordered
by the islands of Cebu, Negros,
Masbate, Panay and Leyte, is
known for its rich marine bio-

diversity. Over 100,000 fish- -

erfolk depend on it for suste-
nance and livelihood.
The Bureau of Fisheries

NEEDED BREAK For the thlrd straight year, the Vlsayan Sea
sparmmg the major islands in the Visayas is closed to com-
mercial fishing. —PHOTO COURTESY OF BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND
AQUATIC RESOURCES

and Aquaﬁ,c Resources (BFAR)
office in the Western Visayas
region will monitor marine

‘resources during the three-

month closed season which lo-
cals call “Pahuway sa Baybay”
(respite of the sea).

The closure is meant to
repropagate different fish spe-
cies to ensure stable supply for
fisherfolk.

“This [closed season] is a

reflection of the government's
commitment to support the
fishing industry while ensur-
ing the long-term sustainabil-
ity of the fishery resources.
Through cooperation and col-

laboration, we can collectively
design a brighter future for the
Philippines’ fisheries sector,”
said Agriculture Undersecre-
tary Drusila Esther Bayate.

Assistance
BFAR Western Visayas
Director Remia Aparri, in an
interview, said livelihood as-
sistance through shellfish

‘propagation would be extend-

ed to affected fisherfolk.

" “From the [regulation of fish-
ing activities] through limiting
before, we are now advocating
for a ‘respite of the sea’ during

this three-manth neriod. We will

* give the Visayan Sea time to re-
- cuperate and for the fishes to re-
ﬁroduce and grow,” said Aparri.

Former Agriculture Secre-
tary Proceso Alcala in 2013 is-
sued Fisheries Administrative
Order No. 167-3 to implement
the fishing ban in the Visayan
Sea every year.

A BFAR study shows that
November to February . is the
peak of the spawning period for
sardine, mackerel and herring.

The closure will affect -
_commercial boats weighing 31
gross tons and up. Violators
will be fined P6,000 or may be
imprisoned for up to six years.

‘Aside from BFAR, the De-
partment of the Interior and Lo-
cal Government, the Philippine
National Police, Philippine Coast
Guard, Philippine Navy, Region-
al Maritime Group, National In-
Maritime Industry Authority,
National =~ Telecommunications
Commission, Philippine Fisher-

ies Development Authority and .

the Bureau of Customs in the
Port of lloilo'have been tasked to
monitor the situation during the
closed fishing season o
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Agriculture franchi

griculture franchising
can be the next sunrise

industry. It deserves all

the exposure and support
the Department of Agriculture
(DA) can give—especially with
a new business and job-orient-
ed secretary and a supportive
Senate that is now deliberat-
ing on a bigger industry bud-
get of P167.5 billion.
According to Investopedia,
“A franchise is a type of license
that grants a franchisee access
to a franchisor’s proprietary
business knowledge, process-
es, and trademark under the
franchisor’s business name.”
Today, franchising contrib-
utes 7.8 percent to our gross
domestic product (GDP). Fran-
chised businesses are mostly in
food (44 percent), retail (28 per-
cent) and services (27 percent).
Last November 7, the Agri-
Business and Development
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Foundation (ABCD), in part-
nership with the Management
Association of the Philippines
(MAP), held its agriculture busi-
ness and technology forum. A
project started by Ramon [luso-
rio and Bernadette Yap, ABCD
has been holding a forum every
week for the last 18 years. It also
has a youth-oriented board led
by Julius Barcelona.

Franchising benefits

Sammy Lim and Alegria
“Bing” Limjoco founded the
franchising industry in the
Philippines. During the forum,
Limjoco, also the former pres-
ident of the Philippine Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry

five franchisees who sell guy-
abano, they develop one hect-
are for guyabano. With the
outreach, idle lands thus turn
into productive enterprises,
thereby contributing to pover-
ty reduction.

Next steps

Limjoco cited “Potato Cor-
ner” as another franchising
success story. Due to correct
financing technology, “Potato
Corner” now has more than
1,000 outlets in the Philippines
and is present in six continents.

Based on experience, Lim-
joco proposed four strategicac-
tions: “First, an information and
education campaign  on how
the agriculture sector can use
franchising as a tool for growth
and raising standards. Second,
capacity building for farmers.
Third, government support to
the agriculture sector to enable

(PCCI), identified the unique

_ benefits of agriculture fran-

chising.

For the franchisor, it is a
method that allows a business
owner to grow a successful
business using other people’s
money, time and network. For
the franchisee, it is an effec-
tive way to start a business
with a higher success rate
compared to starting a busi-
ness from scratch.

A successful  agriculture
financing case was presented
by Hannah Mamon. Having
worked for 13 years in one of
the biggest fast-food compa-
ny that grew from franchising,
Mamon saw an opportunity
for a business that promotes
healthy food.

She initially planned for
outlets bearing the “Barefoot”
brand. With help from Limjo-
co on franchising technology,

it to increase the quality and
quantity of yield. Fourth, a ho-
listic development plan.”

For the fourth, Limjoco cit-
ed for example that the Min-
istry of Agriculture in Korea
supports food franchises in in-
ternational shows to promote
Korean cuisine.

With government and pri-
vate support, agriculture fi-
nancing can indeed become a
sunrise industry that will bring
light, hope and progress to our
neglected farmers and fisher-

folk. na

' The author is Agriwatch chair, former
secretary of presidential flagship programs
and projects, and former undersecretary
of the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Trade and Industry. Contact

is agriwatch_phil@yahoo.com.
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sing next sunrise industry

Mamon has since opened 200
branches nationwide. Her mis-
sion is “to provide extraordinary
experience in food and beverage,
while having a continuous and
sustainable impact on the com-.
munity by promoting local farm
products to the world.”

Though Mamon started her
business for personal reasons,
her purpose evolved to helping
others. She wanted to contribute
to her community by “inspiring
Filipinos to turn idle lands into
sustainable farms with assur-
ance of market. If we made use
of our local resources and create
extraordinary local products, the
Filipinos should not be poor.”

Mamon’s franchisees give
seeds to farmers to secure
the supply of the franchisees’
products. They also share the
right production technology
and give them buying agree-
ments. For example, for every
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‘Algal bloom caused
massive fish kill in Cavite’

By JEL SANTOS

The culprit behind the mas-
sive fish kill in Cafiacao Bay in
Cavite was algal bloom, the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) revealed.

BFAR spokesperson Nazario
Briguera said algal bloom is a natural
phenomenon that usually occurs in
nature, especially in marine waters.

“Pinatingnan din natin kung bakit
nagkaroon ng pagbagsak ng dissolved
oxygen level, and as of yesterday ay
may inilabas na bagong resulta ang
aming laboratoryo at lumalabas na
nagkaroon po ng algal bloom doon sa
area ng fish kill kung saan nangyari
iyong paglutangan ng mga patay na
isda (We checked why the dissolved
- oxygen level went down, and as of
yesterday, a new result from our lab-
oratory came out and it showed that
an algal bloom happened in the area

‘of the fish kill where the dead fishes

floated),” he said in a televised media
briefing on Thursday, November 17.
According-to the BFAR official,
algal bloom happens when there is
an increase of micronutrients in the
water.
- “Ito po iyong nangyayari kung
bakit nagkakaroon ng algal bloom at
kapag may algal bloom po, ibig sabi-

hin dumami iyong mga micro algae

doon sa tubig, nagkakaroon po ng
paghigpit ng oxygen. So ito pong dis-
solved oxygen kasi, napakahalaga nito
para sa survival po ng isda doon sa tu-

big (This is what happens why there is

an algal bloom and when there is an
algal bloom, it means that those mi-

croalgae increase in the water, there

is a restriction of oxygen. So this is

dissolved oxygen because it is very
important for the survival of fish in
the water),” Briguera said.

The BFAR noted that there is no
way of knowing when and where an
algal bloom will occur and when it
will vanish.

“Ang tanging puwede lamang nat-
ing gawin ay magkaroon ng continu-
ous monitoring doon sa water quality
(The only thing we can do is to have
continuous monitoring of the water
quality),” Briguera said. .

Briguera added that climate
change may have caused the algal
bloom.

“Algal bloom kasi could be attrib-
uted to the changing of temperature,
iyong pag-init, tapos biglang pag-
ulan. So, doon po natin mai-attribute
iyan (Algal bloom could be attributed
to the changing of temperature, that
warming, then sudden rain. So, we
can attribute it to that),” he said.

1 -
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‘DA targets farm logistics gains

IN order to reduce the price of pro-
duce in the country, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) aims to
enhance farm logistics and reduce
middlemen from the value chain.

Agriculture chief Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jr. presented his priorities
for the agriculture sector dur-
ing the plenary session on the
department's 2024 budget on
Wednesday. .

“In order to opmmze yield, we
must process our produce after
harvest. Ourgoal is to launch them
into the market for the lowest fea-
sible price,” said Laurel.

Some measures he mentioned
to boost the farming sector were
the use of fertilizers and technolo-
gies, mechanizing farming to in-
crease food production, expanding
irrigation coverage and providing
farmers with better seeds.

In order to optimize yield,

. Laurel also noted that harvested

products must be processed right

away and to reduce the price of

produce, he said logistics need to
be enhanced. ~

“We must also lessen the [num-
ber of] times these products ex-
change hands by reducing middle-
men,” he added.

“By increasing production, we
will hopefully lessen importa-
tion,” Laurel said, acknowledging
the growing trade deficit as the
nation imports more fish, rice
and onions.

According to the data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority,
the country’s balance of trade in
agricultural products in 2022 had a
bigger deficit of $11.8 billion since
farm imports increased at a rate

" twice as fast as agricultural exports

In 2020, the trade deficit was
$6.38 billion and it stood at $8.89
billion in 2021.

The Agriculture department
noted that the Philippines will
benefit from increased domestic
production in two ways — first, it
will assist local farmers earn more
money. Second, it will save foreign
exchange that might be used to
fund new ventures that would
generate employment.

The value of agricultural imports
was $19.3 billion in the previous
year, this is about P1 trillion at the
current exchange rate, accordmg
to the DA.

While the agriculture sector con-
tributes about 9 percent to the do-
mestic economy, it accounts for one
in every four jobs with 10 million
farmers and fishermen considered
poor.  JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Bulacan conducts summit to
boost farmers’ capabilities

CITY OF MALOLOS: A total of 250 agricultural

extension workers (AEWs) seeking latest

relevant updates in agriculture joined

the AEW Summit 2023 at the Merryland

Integrated Farm and Training Center-
in Barangay Taal, Pulilan on Thursday,

November 16.

The participants gathered to get updates
on the current status and prospects in
agriculture relevant to the provision of

agricultural extension services.

Anchored on the theme "Dynam—
ic Resilient Farming: Agriculture in
the Age of Climate Transformation,”
several topics, including the Imple-
mentation of the National Soil Health
Program, Collaborative Action in
Addressing Soil, Land Degradation,
Climate Change and Biodiversity Loss
were discussed by engineer Oscar Carpio

from the Department of Agriculture-Bu-
reau of Soils and Water Management.

Lawyer Eric Reynoso from the Southeast
Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study
and Research in Agriculture discussed the
web-based Integrated Spatial Engine and
Smart Ecosystem Carbon Farming. -

The awareness of El Nifo phenome-;
non discussion was handled by Nestor
Nimes from the Department of Science

and Technology-Philippine Atmospher-
ic, Geophysical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration, while the Central
Luzon's Action Plan for El Nifio was
discussed by Lowell Rebillaco from
DA-Regional Field Office 3.

~In his message dehmed by
‘Luna,Gov Daniel Fernand
* otal role of AEWs i mgm !

pr-

Vice Gov. Alexis Castro recognized the
relentless efforts of AEWs in the province,
acknowledging their significant contribution
in the improvement of agriculture, fisheries
and livestock sectors amid challenges.

The summit played an important role in

equipping AEWs in the province with the lat- :

est knowledge necessary for guiding farmers
in the face of evolving climatic challenges.

* and fisherfolk.

FREDERICK SILVERIO
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Sen. Poe prods Congress to frontload passage of bill

to ensure clean water supplied to

‘consumers, pressed Congress tofrontload
passage of an enabling law creating the
proposed Department of Water, reminding
that “the country’s water woes are too big to
be met by fragmented responses.”

In a statement, Poe urged the private
sector to work with the government in
ensuring sustainable watermanagementand
access of the people to safe drinking water
‘and sanitation.

“The irony is that although there is a
horde of offices involved in water, there is no
.one agency that has overall responsibility,”
Poe pointed out in a forum on Water Security
Strateqy organized by the Coca-Cola Company.

“Simply put: Our‘tubig'sectoris toobig. So
before we all sink, we need nothing less than

aTitanic reform to prevent a Titanic disaster,”

the senator added.
The presiding chairperson of the Senate

public services committee lamented that

_ while a number of ‘water-related agencies

exist, “there is evident lack of leadership and
holisti¢ planning for the sector.”

Poe’s Senate Bill No. 102, to be known as
the National Water Resource Management Act
assoonasitis enacted pitches for the creation

of a Department.of Water Reso rees. The bill.

is currently pending at the committee level..
This new agency will be the primary
policy planning, coordinating, and
implementing entity responsible for the
comprehensiveandintegrated development

- and management of water resources in the

Philippines, said Poe.

“Undoubtedly, theimpact of having access.

to clean water is life-changing. But who
decides which communities will receive this
blessing? Consequently, oneareathatneeds to
be immediately addressed is our fragmented
institutional, regulatory, and management
framework,” the senator stressed.

1,000 m3/year.”

“A requlatory authority is necessary to
ensure efficient allocation of this scarce
resource. In addition to this important task,
a regulator is also needed to determine just
rates for water services,” she said.

Poe said that the government alone
couldn't -accomplish developing the water
sector. Her bill seeks to enable the private
sector, civil society and community-based

- organizations to be involved in the &elwery

of water supply, sanitation, and septage
services to end-users. “Our proposed law
could be a game-changerin the area of water
stewardship,” she said.

“Water is indispensable for leading a life
in human dignity. Let us work together to
lift the floodgates of bureaucracy, attain
sustainable consumption and production,
and ensure that clean water flows to every
household likea mighty stream,”Poe’added.

Butch Fernandez

creating dept of water

SENATOR Grace Poe, conveying concerns -

She conveyed concerns that “the
proposed departmentisurgentand needed
as water has become a critical resource all
over the world. This calls for investments
in infrastructure, technology and capacity

‘building to meet the increasingly growing

needs of the population.”
“Lamentably,” Poe deplored that in the

"Phnllppmhs, “two out of every 10 families

do not have access to an improved source of
drinking water. Two out of 10 families also do
not have access to any sanitation facility. And
three out of 10 Filipino families do not have
access to a hand-washing facility.”

Based onastudy of the National Economic
and Development Authority, the water
availability per person in the country also
amountedto 1,553 m3 (cubicmeters) per year.

She described this as“worrisome because
1,553 m3/year falls below the international
‘water stress'threshold of 1,700m3/year and
approaches the ‘water scarcity’ threshold of
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Bakong plant: from ‘pest’ to livelihood source

LOCALLY known as Bakong, the Hanguana

Malayana has become one of the major ~

sources of livelihood for farmers in the
Santa Teresita town in Cagayan province,
helping them overcome poverty.

Bakong is a good source of fiber for vari-
ous products such as gifts and housewares,
textiles, high-grade paper, wall decor, and
other artworks and fumniture, among oth-
ers. Santa Teresita’s local government unit
(LGU) said finished products made from
Bakong are now intemationally admired
and have been exported to customers
abroad on a“made-to-order” basis.

In the town’s Barangay Luna, a total of
108 hectares of Bakong plants managed
by Laguna De Cagayan Association is
where John Benedict de Asis, Grassroots
Innovation (Grind) Program regional coor-
dinator of the Department of Science and
Technology (DoST) in Region 2 (Cagayan

Valley), discovered that the raw material
“Bakong”had an unusual size. -

De Asis noted that unlike what is
typically found in the Visayas, particularly
in Romblon, the Bakong in Santa Teresita
was longer.

De Asis said the DoST could assist the
association through technology equip-
ment innovation, research and develop-
ment, capacity building, skills training
and market linkages to strengthen the
dissemination of information about this
product. “These measures will help them
produce more materials from this com-
modity,” he said.

Through the assistance of Santa
Teresita LGU and the Cagayan's first
district Provincial Science and Technology
Office led by Ferdinand Michael Magusib,
their monitoring process led to a better
understanding of the farmers’ needs and

linear leaves are clustered at the base
of the stem and have long perennial
longitudinal veins.

With the help of the DTl and the
Department of Labor and Employment; the
Bakong has become an alternative source of
livelihood among 500 farmers in the town
who have been trained to produce fiber
fromit. LEANDER C. DOMINGO

M A source of livelihood for farmers.

how to assist them.

The DoST is aiming to empower the
Bakong farmers by involving themin a
solution-mapping process that Grind has
been focusing on.

Indigenous to the area

“The Bakong farmers in this town also
hope to develop this commodity as it
holds the promise of sustaining their
lives,” de Asis said.

Meanwhile, local historian Benjamin
de Yro said there are no records the plant
was brought by the Spanish conquista-
dors who first landed in the original site
of today’s town in 1557. Instead, Bakong
started propagating in a lake in the vil-
lage then called Barrio Namunit.

“Particularly found growing in the
Bangalau Lake (now Laguna De Cagayan)

B Bakong is regarded as a good
source of fiber for various products.
PHOTOS FROM DOST
REGION 2
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in Santa Teresita along the national road,
one is-easily greeted by the dominant
Bakong plant with its prominent long
wide leaves as soon as reaching the
place,” de Yro said.

While known as Bakong in the North-
ern Philippines, the plant is popularly
known in Myanmar as Sumsum.

Research in 2013 by the Department
of Trade and Industry-Product Develop-
ment Design Center revealed the plant's

_economic benefits to the farmers; prior to

that, the Bakong had long been regarded
as “pests” by the residents.

Research further showed that the
perennial rhizomatous herb is native to
the Philippines, the Malay Peninsula,
Palau and Australia.

Bakong only has two subspecies that
grow from 1 to 2 meters tall identified
as the “kassintu” and “anthelmintika” Its
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THE Armed Forces of the Philippines’
(AFP) Northern Luzon Command (Nol-
com) in partnership with hundreds of
land tillers under Rice Up Farmers Inc.
and Sakahon have launched an agribusi-
ness training program for the Malayan
Magbubukid ng Hacienda Luisita (Ma-
laya) in Tarlac City.

The training that will run for 15 days
in Barangay Balete, Tarlac City will
be attended by 100 farmers who will
undergo comprehensive communi-
ty-based training programs on financial
literacy management. The training
started on Thursday, November 16,

The participants are expected to
become more efficient and effective in
their respective agricultural enterprises.

The agribusiness training under the
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Agribusiness training for Tarlac farmers launched

Nolcom project “KaPALAYpaan” is aimed

at empowering the Malaya farmersand

seeks to boost their agricultural farodﬁc—
tivity and improve their livelihood.

The Regional Task Force in Ending
Local Communist Armed Conflict
(RTE-Elcac) and its private partners are
currently providing various forms of
interventions to the Malaya members
who were once part and supporters of
the communist terrorist group.

Nolcom is prioritizing these Malaya
members since they are being readied
for reintegration into the community
and in their livelihood.

Together with its stakeholders, the
Nolcom ensures that farmers can ap-
ply what they learn from the training
and will have capital to establish their

agncultural enterprises.
“With the government and its private

partners, we are committed tosupporting

sustainable agriculture and rural devel-
opment, and we are hopeful that upon

.completion of the training program,
these farmers will be provided with

financial assistance to start their local
agn -business, and no matter how small

it is, it will surely boost food security

and foster peace and community devel-
opment,” said Nolcom Commander Lt.
Gen. Fernyl Buca.

" Ricellp Farmers Inc, a social enterprise
project that allows farmers to directly
connect with consumers, assured its sup-
port to the farmers’ development goals.

“Once you have completed the train-
ing, we will assist you in obtaining a

bank loan with zero percent interest to
start your agricultural enterprise,” Elvin
Laceda, CEO, RiceUp Farmers Inc. and
president of Young Farmers Challenge
Club Inc, told famers.

The farmers conveyed their gratitude
for empowering them and providing
avenues for them who are seeking to
engage in agribusiness.

The AFP expressed appreciation to
RiceUP Farmers Inc. for the partnership
and volunteerism to bring opportuni-
ties closer to the farmers.

The Nolcom said the training will en-
sure the success of the training program
for farmers and will foster community
development and establish peace and
prosperity in rural areas.

FRANCISCO TUYAY
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BY CORA LLAMAS

RMVOCACY, a Mindoro Island-based
social climate fintech (financial technology)
startup running a circular inclusive business

model to support an environment-friendly and

high-yielding farming system, bagged the P1- -

million funding grant during the Final Pitch Day

of Shell LiveWIRE 2023.

Shell LiveWIRE is the flagship
enterprise development program
of energy giant Shell Pilipinas Corp.
(SPE), with the vision to strengthen
local economies by promoting
entrepreneurship, innovation and
meaningful employment.

Vincent Roy Mendoza, the chief
executive officer of Farmvocacy,
shared how their advocacy of

ensuring a sustainable future .

has been empowered by Shell
LiveWIRE which validated “. .. that
what you're thinking and what

you're trying to innovate can actu-
ally contribute to creating better
lives for us and specifically more
to the future generations.”
Farmvecacy's vision came from
two objectives: to provide incen-
tives for the farmers aside from an
increased harvest and to encourage
them to take care of the environ-
ment. It also addresses the farmers'’
perennial challenge of decreased
reventie as they are often forced to
sell their crops at very low prices.
Farmvocacy, in return, offers the
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following solutions. First, it pro-
vides the farmers adequate storage
where they can safely store their

yield, avoiding spoilage and thus -

enabling them to consistently sup-
ply the market at fair prices. It also
connects them to a community of
fellow farmers for mutual support.
Mendoza described the new cycle
they are introducing: “The farmers
can deposit their harvest in the
storage to maintain the quality.”
Because they have more chances
of earning more, “farmers can have
seed capital for the next cycle.”
Farmvocacy has also invested
in teaching the farmers “climate-
smart farming” which can increase
their yield by 51 percent and raise
their revenue by 16 percent while
reducing carbon emission from
their processes by 30 percent.

Promoting local growth

Climate-smart farming is de-
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intech wins P1-M SPC grant__

veloped in techno-farms where
farmers can see firsthand its dif-
ference with traditional farm-
ing, comparing the two.

In the next 18 months, Men-
doza said the startup is plan-
ning to target 20 percent of the
overall market which is worth
$277 million. A more immediate
goal is to raise $600,000 to help
15 small farmers improve their
processes and their earnings
while making them more aware
of their environmental impact.

Farmvocacy was among Shell
LiveWIRE 2023’s top three fi-
nalists out of 200 candidates.
The other two were Lithos Man-
ufacturing OPC, a producer
and trader of industrial and
feed-grade minerals, such as
calcium carbonate, zeolite and
bentonite; and Lycan Motor-
cycles, a Filipino motorcycle
and technology startup that is
developing two-wheeled electric

motorcycles and smart products.

“Shell LiveWIRE remains
committed to its vision of
promoting local growth by
empowering individuals and

communities,” said Serge Ber-

nal, SPC vice president for cor-
porate relations. “This is why it
remains our flagship develop-
ment program.”

Since it launched in 2020,
Shell LiveWIRE has helped
42 innovators and business
owners through the Accelera-

tion Program. Twelve of these

enterprises have entered SPC's
supply chain. The program’s
equipping of tech startups and
community enterprises has led
to creating more than 500 local
jobs for Filipinos.

Judges for Shell LiveWIRE's
Final Pitch Day were:Geraldine
Samson, real estate facilities
manager of SPC; Rui Bom, a
resident mentor of 500 Start-

ups; Emmy Lou Versoza-Delfin,
director for ICT Development
Bureau of the Department of In-
formation and Communications
Technology; Liezl Suefio, senior
technology transfer officer of De-
partment of Science and Technol-
ogy; and Sebastian Quiniones Jr.,
Pilipinas Shell Foundation Inc’s
executive director.

Rafelita Aldaba, PhD, Depart— -
ment of Trade and Industry
undersecretary for the Competi-
tiveness and Innovation Group,
acknowledged the work of both
winners and finalists, saying
that they “showcase a dedica-
tion to sustainability, covering a
wide range of innovations from
industries like transportation
and innovations for climate and
smart agriculture — leading us
on into our future without lim-
its.” She added, “Let’s all rally
behind innovation that really
inspires.”
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