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'HOUSE BILL SEEKS TO ESTABLISH -

Agri pension fund
A BILL that reflects the concern over the welfare of
the country's farmers and fishermen is pending

consideration in the House of Representatives.
Authored by a party-list representative, House

i Bill (HB) No. 9455 seeks the creation of an agri-

cultural pensmn fund for elderly farmers and

.. fishers.

The author, Rep. Milagros Aquino Magsaysay,
said the fund will serve as the foundation for social
security benefits that these workers can access.

Itis similar to the pension enjoyed by private and
public employees upon their retirement, said Mag-
saysay of the United Senior Citizens Party-list.

The lady sectoral representative noted that agri-
culture is considered one of the primary drivers of
the local economy, which was ravaged by the pan-
demic.

Note, however, that the administration of Presi-
dent Marcos is doing everything to reinvigorate the
economy despite the many challenges.

And the agriculture sector is seen to play a cru-
cial role in government efforts to speed up econom-
ic recovery.

In fact, farm workers are essential in ensuring
that the Philippines achieves food security, which
is one of the top priorities of the Marcos govern-
ment. '

That's why we cannot overemphasize the impor-
tance of ensuring the welfare of the country's mil-
lions of farmers and fishermen.

This, the Congress will do by hastening the ap-
proval of HB No. 9455.

Magsaysay said this is the least we could do for
our farmers and fishers after they have given the
best years of thelr lives, putting food on our ta-
bles.

Under the proposed 1eg151at10n, the Social Secu-
rity System (SSS) shall be the administrator of the

- Agricultural Pension Fund.
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