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Rice stocks down in October

The country’s rice inventory slight-
ly declined by two percent in October,
but the government continues to as-
sure that supply of the commodity is
sufficient.

- Latest data from the Philippine
- Statistics Authority (PSA) showed
that total rice inventory stood at 2.04
million metric tons (MT) as of October,
slightly down by 1.9 percent from the
2.08 million MT recorded the previ-
_ous year. . : :

On a monthly basis, however, this
marked a 32 percent improvement from
the previous month's stock of 1.55 mil-

“"HOIPMIT. =0 .
Commercial warehouses had more

than half of the total inventories at 52.9
percent, while households held about
449 t. Supplies from the National
‘Food Authority depositories comprised
2.2 percent of the total.

n a monthly basis, rice stocks
inventory in households, commercial
warehouses and NFA depositories all
went up by 52.9 percent, 19.8 percent
and 1.4 percent, respectively.

In a recent statement, Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Laurel said the DA
is closely watching the market and is
taking steps to assure sufficient sx;})pl
of food ‘items, including rice, at afford-
able prices. ¥ :
Laurel said he gave importers less

than five weeks to use the permits
granted to them to buy an additional one
million metric tons of rice from abroad
to boost local stocks.
' “I told them that if they don’t use it
within 30 days, I will cancel (their per-
mits) because I don’t want to be lgeld
hostage by permits that were issued to
them upon their request,” Laurel said.
For this year, the DA expects total

 palay harvest to exceed 20 million MT

while rice imports are projected at 2.86

million MT. ;
Based on current numbers, the coun-
has a rice surplus of 2.98 million MT
-which should be enough to last 80 days.
: — Louise Maureen Simeon
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DA chief meets
governors of Top 10 rice-
producing provinces

: By Joel dela Torre
GOVERNORS of the Top 10 rice-producing provine-
es in the country praised new Agriculture Secretary

ture

Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. for ing the first-ever
consultative meeting in an effort to know the con-
cerns in their respective areas that need to be ad-
dressed in pushing for grain output and food securi-

Governors from Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao,
who gathered in San Juan City to meet Secretary Lau-
rel, said that the move was a good first step towards a
concerted effort to boost rice production.

The 10 provinces account for 48 percent of the
country’s total rice production. :

According to a DA report, among the issues raised
by Laurel during the November 17 meeting were ef-
forts to increase grain supply, reduce imports and
lower rnces of the nati godstaple, which he said
part of President Marcos Jr.'s vision of modernizing
agriculture, where the country is food secure and its
farm products reasonably priced. :

Nueva Ecija governor Aurelio Umali, whose prov-
imeisﬂtemu“stdriceamm&lgfmm
percent of al production, said he really appreci-
m&_aﬂehuylamel'sdfeﬂt_oblmhbasewithstak&

“This is the first time that local government units
are being given the opportunity to address the con-
cerns of their respective provinces. I believe that this
kind of leadership he is starting will benefit not only
my province but also the country’s food security,” he

ded : :

Isabela Governor Rodolfo Albano III said the meet-
ing would foster cooperation among various stake-
holders in rice production. : :

“Maganda ang resulta. Kasi iyan ang unang-una —

-dapat, makipag-usap si Secretary sa mga stakeholders
na tulad namin. Maganda ‘yung ginagawa niya, tulun-
gan. Kung may mga makakatulong sa kanya, magaga-
wa natin ang mga programa, maaayos natin lahat,”
Albano said. s

. Maguindanao del Sur Gov. Bai Mariam Manguda-
datu said she looks forward to the mechanization farm
process that should help increase rice yields in her

> PrO«IVince' ;. 1 : ) Mkt s - wy .

[
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@The Manila Times

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

attract more investors for the coconut, cacao

and coffee industries in Region 2 (Cagayan
Valley), the Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI) in a groundbreaking initiative partnered with
the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) to organize
 the first-ever Coffee, Cacao, Coconut Industries

Regional Investment Forum on Nov. 16 to 17, 2023

~ in Cauayan City, Isabela province.

DTI-Region 2 Assistant Regional  cant step by the agency in fueling
Director Winston Singun said the the thriving coconut industry in
two-day activity marked a signifi- the region.
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He said the forum's agenda

/included a variety of topics

such as investment and busi-

'ness opportunities; regional
| assessments for coffee, cacao

and coconut; exploration of the

| economic aspects of value-add-
'ing; and business-to-business
| .

matching.

During the event anchored on
the theme “Coconut, Cacao and
Coffee: Bringing Investment and
Sustainable Livelihood to the
Community,” Singun, who rep-
resented DTI-Region 2 Director
Leah Pulido Ocampo, said the
forum'’s objective is “to promote
the growth of coconut, cacao and
coffee industries, attracting addi-
tional investments in the Cagayan
Valley Region."

Encouraging the participants,
Singun said they need to explore
the region’s priority sectors, espe-
cially coconut, which allows for
compatibility in intercropping
with coffee and cacao, and urged

them “to seek assistance from the
implementing agencies offering
various services under the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Develop-
ment Plan (CFIDP).” .

The CFIDP was developed fol-
lowing the signing of Republic Act
11524, or the “Coconut Farmers
and Industry Fund Act,” by then-
President Rodrigo Duterte on Feb.
26, 2021, and approved through
Executive Order 172 and signed
on June 2, 2022.

Launched by the Department of
Agriculture, the CFIDP aims to in-
crease the income and productivity
of the 2.5 million coconut farmers
in the country; promote poverty
alleviation and social equity; and
rehabilitate and modernize the
Philippine coconut industry.

Singun also noted that the In-
dustry Cluster Enhancement pro-
gram of the DTI and the agency's
mandates under the CFIDP Plan
all geared toward the development
of the priority industries in the

region including coffee, cacao and
coconut. The mandates include
research, and marketing assistance
and promotion.

Manilyn Ponce, DTI-Region 2
information officer, said the DTI
and PCA also led the way in shap-
ing a game-changing three-year
Coconut Industry Action Plan
(CIAP) for pilot local government
units (LGUs) in the northwestern
part of Cagayan province on No-
vember 14.

Ponce said the DTI-Region 2
office spearheaded the CoCaNut
Congress Debriefing and Cluster

‘Team meeting, bringing together

four pilot LGUs, including Abulug,
Pamplona, Claveria and Sanchez
Mira, at the Palos-Verdes Restau-
rant in Sanchez Mira.

She explained that the CIAP for
the pilot LGUs will be the strategic
guide “to gradually overcome the
challenges and unlock the full
potential of economic growth
and sustainability in the region’s

coconut industry.”

Manolito Leonardo, Sanchez
Mira Coconut Tall Farmers Inc.
president, who welcomed the
participants in the meeting, said
that there is a big potential for the
coconut industry in the region,
especially for the Sanchez Mira's
tall coconut variety.

Also during the meeting, DTI-

Region 2 Industry Development
Division chief Randolph Cacacho
shared the different initiatives of
his office fueling the growth of
the coconut industry in Cagayan
Valley.
- Cacacho noted that the three-
year plan will serve as a road map
for success, uniting stakeholders
from input providers to farmers,
processors, traders, consurmers and
policymakers.

“This collective effort is dedi-
cated to fueling the growth of the
flourishing coconut industry, both
in the pilot LGUs and throughout
the entire region,” he said.

Page 0
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By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS = ©
Y@jearcalas '

FIE Department of Agriculture
(DA) plans to expand the
use of artlﬁglal insemination
(Al) in livestock to 50 percent from
the previous target of 30 percent to
_improve domesuc meat and dalry

productmty -&ﬂ A4

Agriculture Unders e&ary
for Livestock Deogracia ?ﬁctﬁrg
B. Savellano said the D woulcf',
ramp up its Al efforts to. reduceg
the ‘country’s purchases of i -~'?_;
ported meat products.

 “We are raising our target

;-'_ on the use of artificial insemi-

i) naxzdﬁ by 50 percent from the

ﬁ‘tewous 30 percent. We are
-imp rc;vmg availability of high
quahtysamen to farmers under

Fog 8

5 ofAIwouldaldthelocalhvestock
sector in enhancing the genetic
quality of animals, leading to

better output. :
For more than a decade now,

B -

the agriculture department has
been using Al to boostlocal meat
production. {Re!atcd’ story:
https://businessmirror.com.
ph/2 023/10/11/look-even-
cows-and-carabaos-pigs-too-
turning-to-ai/)

Dubbed the Unified Natmnal
Artificial Insemination Program
or UNAIP, the DA sees Al technol-
ogyasone of themeans toimprove
raisers’ profit.

wes“pAistalso embarking on

long-term programs to raise lo-
cal animal and meat production.
Investmentisbeingdonein infra-
structure developmentincluding
farm-to-marketroads and trans-
portation networks, cold storage
facilities, and meat processing

‘plants that can help reduce post-

harvest losses,” he said.
Savellano said the DA is also
keen on developlng high-value

our breeding program in order
to raise our animal and meat
production,” Savellano said on
Tuesday.

Savellano noted that the use

.meat products with a huge up-
side potential, particularly in
untapped global markets.

“Our mandate is to eliminate
illegal meat importation, smug-
gling, hoarding, price manipula-
tion, and anything that distorts
prices in the market,” he said.

“We will raise production by
five times [in five years]. With
enough volume we hope to make
food affordable for Fiipinos. We

“want producers, especially small

scale farmers, to make money,”
he added.

Savellanonoted that the coun-
try’smeatimportationin October
declined by almost 19 percent
year-on-year to 95.979 million
kilograms. He attributed the dou-
ble-digit drop to the department’s
“aggressive” fight against illegal
trade coupled by increasing local
productlon '
~ Page of
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'With 1 MMT more approi}ed,-
PHL rice unports near 3 MM'T

touching the 3 million metric tons (MMT)

territory as the state approved the entry of
over 1 MMT of foreign supply via privatetraders
and importers in the coming months.

'I'HE Philippines’s rice imports is dose to

Latest Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) data

showed the country's total rice imports as of
* November 16 has reached 2.936 MMT.

To date, the Philippines has only recarded
animport volume of at least 3 MMT twice in his-
tory: 2019 and 2022. The. surge in rice imports

to over 3.1 MMT in 2019 was brought about by
the dire need of the National Food Authority

mafket has been slowly ad]usting to the lib-

eralized trade regime, with imports boosting

domestic supply to meet the country’s demand

. forthegrain. :
‘Earlier, agriculture officials ‘had polnted

out that, because of better domestic harvest,
the country’s total rice import volume this year
would be below the 3.8-MMT projection of

~ the United States Department of Agriculture

(USDA). Latest estimates by the local Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) showed that it expects
total rice production this year to reach a record-

level of 13.11 MMT, slightly higher than last

(NFA) to meet its buffer stock mandate, coupled year's 12,921 MMT.
with the opening up of the local domestic rice ¥ :
market to foreign competition. Last year, the  Oct-Nov approved SPSICs

country posted its record»high import volume

of over 3.8 MMT, driven by an election year and

the growing demand of Filipinos for the staple.
Pundits have expiamed that the |oca! rice

- LATEST BPI data also showed that it has ap-
proved over 1,400 of sanitary and phytosanitary

SEE “Rlcn,” A

import dearances{SPSIG)for rice imports with
a corresponding total volume of 1.141 MMT in
recent weeks.

In October alone, the BPI approved 809
SPSICs for the importation of 657,406.020 MT.
From November 1 to November 16, the BPI is-

~ sued 604 SPSICs with a corresponding volume
of 484,379.79 MT. Under existing rulqs and reg-
ulations, a SPSIC for rice imports is valid for 60
daysif the stocks are coming from Asean coun-
tries except Myanmar and 90 days for Myanmar
and other non-Asean sources.

This means that the SPSICs issued in Octo~
ber can be used until next month while the SP-
$\Cs issued this month can be used until January
next year. However, Agriculture Frandisco Ti Tiu
Laurel Jr. earlier this week warned that he will
cancel all the rice import SPSICs if the importers
would not bring in the stocks in the next 30 days
or until next month.

The deadline given by Laurel is for the 1
MMT of rice issued with valid SPSICs to enter
the country. (Related . mmmmhmb
m,an.pvzmm/zmmwmwc
ff—ﬁca-mt—huﬁn-ﬂ}daw),

“} actually asked the Bureau of Planﬂndus—
try how many applications are pending forrice
lmpunsandwhatmeytold me is that about 1
million metric tons are for importation. | asked
them when it was issued and they said it was

“jssued from time to time because it is already
liberalized. When | asked when it is going to be

imported, they could not provide an answer,”
he told a House Committee on Monday, speak-
ing partly in Filipino.

~ “said if they will not import those within
30 days, ifthey will not givea [purchase order], |
will cancel all the [SPSICs] because | donotwant
to be held hostage by permits that were s lssued

b to,ﬂiun uponmeirrequest. headded.

-~ Laurel's 30-day deadline to rice importers
~‘is’way shorter than the prevailing must-arrive

period sethyﬂreagrimlwre dspanmem '

; anerlmmd Y. Amlnl
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Hog, chicken -egg

HOG and chicken egg production rose
in the third g er, according to the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA).

In a report, the PSA said hog out-
put rose 3.3% year on year to 450.9
“thousand metric ¢ons (MT) on a live-
weight basis.

The top-producing region durmg
the period was the Central Visayas

with 67.66 thousand MT, fqllowad g
by Calabarzon (59.81 thousand MT),

 Northern Mindanao (54.5 thousand

T), Central Luzon (46.16 thousand
MT), and the Davao Reglon (36.16
thousand MT).

Central Luzon also reportad a top
growth rate, doubling its year-earlier
total for hog production.

These regions accounted for 58.6%
of the hog production during the pe-
riod, the PSA said. :

The national hog inventory de-
clined 2.1% during the period to 9.86

million head, as of Sept. 30, the PSA'

said.
About 67.5% of hogs are grown by
smallhold farms, with the remaining

I/}
/zu,
\ \
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output rise in 3 quarter
: : ,

:-

20.2% and 3.3% accounted for by com-
mercial and semi-comme’rcial farms,
respectively. :

. The average farmgate pnce of-
slaughtered hogs dropped 6.1% year |

on year to P163.34 per kilogram.
Meanwhile, the PSA also reported
a4.7% year-on-year increase in chick-
en egg output for the period to 185.26
thousand MT. 3
The top chicken egg-producing
region was Calabarzon with 58.53
thousand MT, or 31,6% of natwnal

' output

<13

This was followed by Central Luzon
(84.11 thousand MT), Northern Mind-
anao (2014 thousand MT), the Central

. Visayas (18.96 thousand MT), and the

‘Western Visayas (10.55 thousand MT).
The leading regions accounted

. for 76.8% of the nanonal chicken egg

total.

As of Sept. 30, the layer flock was
about 71.18 million birds, up 5.4%
from a year earlier.

The average farmgate prlce for
chicken egg rose 15.3% year on year to
P7.45 each. — Adrian H. Halili
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Urban farm business blooms from
container gardens at back of apartment

By BENJAMIN SARONDO

A garden, evena farm, can blossom
anywhere, even from container gardens
at the back of one’s apartment.

Jess Mufioz Paderna, 33, owner of
Ssagel’s Garden, started her garden-
* ingjourney on containersin her rented
apartment in Davao City.

Ssagel’s Garden, a herb and veg-
etable garden, started in 2021. What
encouraged Jess to pursue growing a
garden was the scarcity of lettuce sup-
plies in her area. “‘In 2020, at a church

SOME OF THE HARVESTED h:
from Ssagel’s Garden. (Je

nd vegetables
i0z Paderna)

where we always visit, they sold lettuce.
But one time, there was no lettuce be-
cause there was no harvest. I realized
that we could grow lettuce in our own
garden.”

Jess recalled that the unavailability
of garden space in her rented apart-
ment did not stop her from gardening;
she started growing vegetables, such as
spinach, tomatoes, cabbages, and many
more, in a container with the help of
her husband.

“Our main goal is to grow vegetables
we can enjoy in our meals. We want a
garden that can provide us with fresh
produce.”

She now owns garden space with a
greenhouse where she grows lettuce,
onions, radish, string beans, basil,
chives, rosemary, sweet corn, strawber-

ries, cucumber, tomatoes, lemon, and -

many more. ,
Her journey as gardener

Jess was not familiar with garden-
ing when she started. “I learned from
watching videos about gardening on-
line,” she said.

Before she established her garden,
Jess said that she first assessed all the
resources available near her area, which
helped her minimize her expenses. “I
asked myself if the lot would be enough
and effective to grow vegetables, and if
there was sun exposure and water sup-
ply, especially since I planned to use
hydroponic system.” '

The knowledge led her tobuy garden
soil because the soil in her area was not
good for growing vegetables. Her garden
started with vegetables that were easy
to grow and which her family enjoyed
eating.

Diverse gardening

“What is unique about our garden is
our diverse approach to growing food.
We do hydroponics, raised beds, and
container gardening.” She explained
that she invested much on the hydro-
ponics setup since she decided to have
a greenhouse.

The method she applies is the in-
ground gardening approach, where
seeds are directly planted in the soil.
Thismethod provides versatilityand al-
lows her to maximize her garden space.

Jess added that the seeds and soil
she uses in her garden canbe purchased
at hardware stores and grocery stores.
“Each pack of seeds can cost around P60
to P80, while the garden soil per sack
is P100.” Also, she said that she spent
P500 to buy African night crawlers for
a constant supply of vermicast.

Growing together

To ensure that the seeds they plant
will grow, she uses different planting
techniques.

One is intensive planting, a method

. where she plants two different kinds of

vegetables that have different growing
seasons and durations of growth near
each other. This method can minimize

ke
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JESS MUNOZ PADERNA, 33, is the owner of Ssagel's Garden, a herb and vegetable garden that started in
2021. She started her gardening journey in her rented apartment in Davao City. (Jess Muioz Paderna)

wasted space.
Also, she does companion planting,
where she plants vegetables that grow

* inthe same season and work together

in terms of size and duration. Jess said
that she does this planting technique
with cucumber and lettuce, cabbage
and radish, onion leaves, okra, and
many more. & )

Lastly, there is planting by batch.
“For example, if we have a pack of
radish seeds, we do not plant the seeds
simultaneously. At first, we only plant

. 10 seeds, and when we harvest them, -

we wait for two to three weeks until
we plant another batch of seeds,” Jess
stated.

“Gardening is beautiful and re-
warding.”

Jess hopes that more people will
beinterested in gardening since it will

benefit not only one’s physical health , |

but also their mental health. “For me,
gardening is very important, and it is
my break from the busy city life. In a
garden, you can find time to slow down
and be at peace.”

She also considers it a good busi-
ness because, aside from making mon-
ey from planting fruits and vegetables, -
she can also serve nutritious meals to
her family. “I love cooking, and it is
very helpful that the ingredients Ineed .
are just in my garden.”

Page of



Bioactive compound fécility to rise in Nueva Ecijé

THE Department of Science
and Technology-Central Luzon
(DoST-3) and Bauertek Corp.,
a manufacturer of high-quality
food supplements, will establish
a facility for the manufacture of
high-purity curcumin, piperine,
allicin, jamun and other bioac-
tive compounds for the food and
agriculture industry.

The facility will be estab-

The Manila Times

lished under the DoST's Busi-
ness Innovation through Sci-
ence and Technology program,
and will be located in Muiioz,
Nueva Ecija. :
DoST-3 Regional Director Ju-
lius Caesar Sicat said on Tuesday
the project is timely and would
be of great help to the depart-
ment’s goal of making Mufioz
the first and model smart city not

Date: _NOV- 2%, 20725 Page: =
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just in Central Luzon but in the
Philippines.

“We will have high-end labora-
tory equipment that can be used
not only by Bauertek Corp. but
also our researchers in Central
Luzon so that they can conduct
higher level research. This is one
of the great opportunities that I
see which will be a game changer
to push our Indigenous plant

materials into something that
our farmers could make money
from,” Sicat said in a radio inter-
view in Filipino.

He encouraged everyone, espe-
cially the academe, private part-
ners and innovators, to develop
relevant and innovative technolo-
gies ready for commercialization.

“Because through these ef-
forts, we are not just helping the

community, we are also helping
them believe that science works,”
he added. :

To be put up in a 16-hectare
lot inside the Central Luzon State
University (CLSU) compound,
the facility will have a herbal
processing center, plantation,
research and visitor's center,
among others.

Ba: 2d-the CLSU

forged an agreement for the es-
tablishment of the facility last
November 13.

The collaboration will provide
CLSU faculty and staff research-
ers, and students exposure to
high-end laboratories and will
generate jobs in Munoz. The
construction of the facility will
start this month and is expected
to finish within two years. PNA
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Digitalization, Al and regenerative agriculture

ERE is a beliefamong some
quarters that regenerative
agriculture is more about going
back to the traditional way of
farming where “natural” meth-
ods were employed to cultivate
crops. This type of thinking is
rather flawed, as the rapid de-
velopment of digital tools, and
technology and artificial intel-
ligence (AI) can help propagate
and scale up the adoption of
Tegenerative agriculture.

This was emphasized by
Bayer during this year's Agri-
technica, an international event
for the agricultural machine
industry held on Nov. 12 to
18,2023 in Hanover, Germany.

Frank Terhorst, head of
Strategy and Sustainability of
Bayer's Crop Science division,
said ahead of the event that
agriculture today benefits much
from technology ranging from
seed breeding to crop protec-
tion, and that regenerative
agriculture can produce more
with digitalization and Al

“A regenerative agricultural
system that produces more
with less while restoring more
is only possible with advanced
digital technologies that use
artificial intelligence and data
science in every phase of the
farming cycle. Agriculture to-
day is infused with technol-
ogy, whether in seed breeding
and crop protection discovery,
during planning, planting and
harvesting on the farm, or in
virtually all interactions with
value chain partners,” he said.

Jeremy Williams, head of
Climate LLC and Digital Farm-

- ing at Bayer, also said that

digitalization is the backbone
of “innovative new precision
application technologies that
serves as the recommendation

‘MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
D.DAR

engine” for the company’s
carbon-reduction efforts. Wil-
liams added that the company
is well-positioned to lead in
advancing regenerative agri-
culture with their emphasis on
digital transformation.

Climate LLC has also intro-
duced FieldView, which the
company calls “the premier
digital platform for regenera-
tive agriculture.” Specifically,
it utilizes Al to collect at least
250 layers of high-definition
data that farmers can utilize to
make more informed decisions
so they can optimize yields and
maximize efficiency.

Fieldview is now applied in
220 million acres or 89 million
hectares in at least 20 countries.

The new paradigm

There are other companies that
have digital solutions for farm-
ing, among them Syngenta,
which is offering its Digital

.Data Capture technology to

propagate and upscale regen-
erative agriculture.

“The technology starts with a
drone equipped with high-reso-
lution cameras and multispectral
sensors. The drones scan crop
fields to create ultra-high-defini-
tion images yielding incredible
data insights. Digital data also
includes environmental sensors
to get a deep understanding
of the weather, soil, pests and
disease at our field trial sites, so
we can leverage that data for the
grower’s benefit,” Syngenta said

in its website.

With at least two giant crop
technology companies pushing
digitalization and Al to upscale
regenerative agriculture, I can
strongly state that agriculture
that also nurtures the environ-
ment and reverses the damage
caused by modern farming
systems is the new paradigm for
growing crops globally.

A blog posted at the IDH
website https://www.idhsus-
tainabletrade.com/ in June
2022 titled “Six Ways Digital
Tech Can Aid the Transition
to Regenerative Agriculture”
by Shreejit Borthakur, senior
innovation manager for tech-
nology, and Tessa Meulensteen,
senior program manager for
coffee, said that digital tools
can be used for smallholder
farmers to smoothly transition
to regenerative practices for
growing crops.

They even said that while
regenerative agriculture and
digital agriculture may appear
not to be natural partners at
first, “there are several synergies
that can support the scaling up
of both.”

The blog identified how
digital tools can upscale re-
generative agriculture, and
let me quote them: Using
communication channels to
standardize production prin-
ciples; applying data-driven
prescriptive and predictive
advisory to mitigate production
risk; introducing digital ag-
gregation and market linkages
to improve the economics of
sourcing; building economic
resilience through data-backed
finance and payment; leverag-
ing end-to-end traceability for
price-premiums; and using
remote monitoring for course-

correction and learning.

From what I have discussed,
it is very clear that digitalization
and Al can go hand in hand to
promote, propagate and upscale
regenerative agriculture.

Policy support
needed

Moving forward, I urge poli-
cymakers, including those
in Congress, to support the
mainstreaming of regenerative
agriculture, and utilizing digital
tools, and technology and Al
in the country’s farming sector.

As private crop technology
companies make advances on
how digitalization and Al can
propagate, upscale and level
up regenerative agriculture,
the Philippines can never be
left behind in this massive
paradigm shift. And this is not
just a trend.

The good news is the adop-
tion of sustainable practices to
cultivate crops is being adopted
gradually by farmers, includ-
ing the balanced fertilization
strategy. Also, digitalization
and Al are not alien concepts
in the Philippines as the gov-
ernment and the private sector
are strongly pushing for wider
adoption of both.

But then, a strong pronounce-
ment from the government that
digitalization and Al will also
be harnessed to cultivate crops
in a more sustainable manner
through regenerative agricul-
ture will create more awareness
of this paradigm shift.

And let me state again — the
Philippines cannot be left be-
hind in that paradigm shift, as
our agriculture sector still has the
potential to become an engine
for more wealth generation.
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Searca orients
regional institutions

THE Philippine-hosted
Southeast Asian Regional
Center for Graduate Study
and Research in Agricul-
ture (Searca) introduced
its mandate, programs
and offerings to offi-

cers and members of the
International Society for
Southeast Asian Agricul-
tural Sciences (ISSAAS)-
Malaysian Chapter and the
Agricultural Institute of
Malaysia (AIM) who paid a
courtesy visit to the center
on November 11.

Searca Director Glenn
Gregorio said the del-
egation from the ISSAAS
Malaysian Chapter and
the AIM were particularly
oriented on the Southeast
Asian University Consor-
tium for Graduate Educa-
tion in Agriculture and
Natural Resources grants,
activities and research
initiatives such as the Con-
sortium for Agricultural
Development, Research
and Extension.

The ISSAAS delegation
was led by its treasurer,
associate professor Norida
Mazlan of the Univer-
siti Putra Malaysia (UPM),
while the AIM delegation
was led by its president,
professor Abdul Shukor
Juraimi, also from UPM.

Program specialist
Bernice Anne de Tor-
res of Searca Research
and Thought Leadership
shared Caddre’s vision “to
build a regional network
of high-caliber, like-mind-
ed institutions that will

. collaborate in delivering
research and extension

support to the most press-
ing issues and challenges
faced by the Southeast
Asian agriculture sector.”
De Torres also discussed
Searca’s Carbon Farming
Project, which intends to
support efforts in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions
from the agriculture sector
while providing farmers
with alternative income
through profitable carbon

. agribusiness models.

She said this project will
focus on the carbon farm-
ing practices of high-value
crop production in eight
of the 11 Southeast Asian
countries, namely Cam-
bodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Thailand and
Vietnam.

The visitors were wel-
comed by Nur Azura Adam,
Searca deputy director for
programs, who also serves
as ISSAAS-Malaysian
Chapter vice president,
and associate professor
Joselito Florendo, Searca
deputy director for admin-
istration.

Also with the delegates
in the meeting were Sha-
ron Malaiba, Searca Part-
nership Unit head; Ma.
Victoria Bravo, Office of
the Deputy Director for
Programs executive assis-
tant; and the Partnerships
Unit staff.

They were also given
a tour of the Searca Hub
for Agriculture and Rural
Innovation for the Next
Generation, also called
Sharing.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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‘Bam]fioocan enhance chsaster resﬂlence, boost 1ncome via carbon éredlts

10 Sub 21 hatit sw

7~ YROWING, bamboo isla
—p viable' strategy' foricli-

imate change adaptation
~and achieving sustainability,

. at:cordmg5 to ‘a‘reécent disaster
“risk !ed'ubtlo‘r?fandi management
(DRRM) forum.

' The'DRRM" forurn led by"the-

D’epartrhent of Science and Tech-

~ nology (DOST) was é{tendedb’y 65
p'art‘fcipan‘té représenting 201Tocal
bernment units and orgén:za-

tlons commg %rom vanous partg'

of the country. .-

- The forum served a ?.S ‘a venue
to inform an,d bu:ld networlqng
fgr lo;al bamboo stqkeholglere in
Mmdanao It was also designed to

 spread awareness on, the benefits.

ofbambooin DRR efforts andhow
communities with large resources

-of bamboo could take part inithe

Carbon Crediting initiatives. .

- The first set of speakers con-
sisted of Atty. Burt:Estrada, CEO
of Bukidnon Tagoloanon Mula-

quperatwe (BUKTAMACO) and
. Chiristopher Ua-o, Head of Manu-
facturing at Rizome Philippines.
They emphasized bamboo’s
“transformative impact in Indig-
" ‘enous People Areas through the
‘Bamboo Value Cham D evelophent
?rogfai’n ¢ e i b
" “The ' program increased t'he
famlly income of people involved
“in the program Estrada added
; whﬂe menhomng the programs
effect on enhancmg commumty

talnable solutlon in dlsaster-prone
reglons, offermg economic oppor-
tunities a.p,d enhancingresilience.
- Moreover, Ua-o stressed the im-
i pprtar;;:e- of collaborative. efforts
. between community-based organi-
. zations, businesses,and policymak-
. ers. Heunderscoredthe significance
of these alliances in championing
. /bamboo’s rolein DRR. =+ .
ol “When 'we use more bamboo

_and concrete which are :egpcm—
sible for 25 percent of our carbon

. dioxide emission,” he said.

The second panel delved into
government and policy support for

" carbon crediting bamboo, featur- -

‘ing insights from Director Romulo
" Aggangan of DOST-Forest Prod-

_ ucts Research and Development

Institute, Dr. Florentino Tesoro
of Bamboo Piofessmnale, Inc. and
Rene “Butch” Madarang, Executlve
" Director of the "Phlhppme Bamboo
Industry Development Council.
~ Tesoro discussed the history
~and concept of carbon crediting
and its relation to the global push
agalnst climate change.
Aggangan stressed the need
for research and development to
optimize bamboo’s growth and
_carbon sequestration capabilities,

~ emphasizing the importance of

science and innovation.
. Meanwhile, Madarang reaf-
firmed support from NGOs to

- hay Ha,Kabukalagan Agriculture .. then.we.avoid using wood,.steel

-~ bamboo initiatives and its future ..

. ~roleln@mgsdssm;hy rec- |

ognizing [Bamboo’s] versatile
‘properties, its rolein disaster re-
‘silience, its soilstabilization capa-
bilities, and its potential to earn
carbon credits, we are poised to
harﬁess bamboo’s full potentﬂl %

" In the Open Forum and PreSS
Cdnferenc’eledb‘yPIA 10 Reglonal
~ Director Franklin Gumapon, they
exploredbamboo procesémg chal—
Ienges in Mmdanap and the nec-

essary government support for

processors

i Myrn Dec1pulo recognlzed as
oneof thepillars of the bambqo in-
.dustry in Mindanao, undérse;ored
theforum s e,tgmf:,caq;e in agdyan,c- :
ing crucial conversations for the

. region’s bamboo sector., . . .

The forum is part of the activi-
ties of HANDA Pilipinas: Innova-
tions in Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Exposition Min-

' danao leg: This nationwide event

is the first DRRM' exposition in

i ‘Mindaneg.zw- By L A s ]

Page



Abante

- UNA SA BALITA >

Date: L3 NOV 2023 page: %
iz LIBRARY
HI¥  DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

2%

a

“ﬂ ni\lunihu £

Page of



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: NOV- 23,

LVOVH Page: A

Wheat jumps;

SINGAPORE- Chicago wheat
rose 1 percent on Wednesday,
with the market climbing to its
highest in nearly two weeks on
renewed concerns over Ukrainian
supplies after Russian attacks on
grain infrastructure.

Soybeans slid for the first time
in three sessions, although wor-
ries over Brazilian dryness kept
a floor under the market. Corn
edged higher.

The most-active wheat con-
tract on the Chicago Board

NZ LIBRARY
:ii'f\( DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

soybean_s slide

of Trade (CBOT) climbed 1

percent to $5.88-1/2 a bushel,
after rising to its highest since
Nov. 9 at $5.88-3/4 a bushel
eatlier.

Soybeans fell 0.1 percent to
$13.76-1/2 a bushel and corn
gained 0.2 percent to $4. 70-3/4
a bushel.

Russian forces hit port mfra-
structure in Ukraine’s ‘'south-

ern city of Odesa on Tuesday

evening, the reglonal governor
said. - Reuters
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and threatemng to wipe

~ out 15 percent of beet crops still
tobe collected in France, one of

the reglons biggest growers of
the sweetener

Factories in Europe typically
start processing beets for sev-
eral months starting in Septem-
ber, but the harvest has been
hampered by heayy rains across
northwest, Europe. France re-

cently received 32 straight days .
' .of rainfall, the longest stretch

. since 1998, accordmg to Meteo
Brance:siings {

Almost half of the country’s .

beetsare stillintheground be-
cause of the delays and some

plantshave 'ctiFrbed production
because they're not recei'ving

enough to process, growers’
group CGB sald‘at a conference

',‘ ?eople familiar w,ith the ter
thedeal. Itisthecostlies

AL L, T 7

faahtythe board has recewedsmce

- the annual loans started in 1992-

93, the peoplesaid, askmgnotbobe
identified because the transaction
isn't yet public.

The board also knownas Co-
cobod, ha&prevmgsly obtained
loans from investors at better
rates than the government at
an average rate of 2 percent.

- This year, the negotiations

have been complicated byithe
West African nation’s debt re-
structuring that was neéded to
unlocka $3 billion government
‘bailout from the International

9

Ghana is the world’s sec-

~ ond-biggest producer of the

est

‘UROPE’ Sﬂoodedﬁelds S
. deIaymg sugar harvesting

in I;Bndon, Some French farm-
ers are'worried they’ll lose 15
per‘cent of unharvested beets
due to, floodlng, it said. Other
Edropean sugar grOWers‘ at the

' conference also voxced output

concerns. ' ¢
The setback risks: curbing
production in Europe, further

_ tightening the global market.

Sugar futures are trading near
thehighestinmorethanadecade
in New York following consecu-
tive years of deficits and threats
to supplies in key growers from
India to Thailand.

. Dutch farmersstillhaveabout

- 50 percent of beets in' fields,

meaning it’s unlikely that the
harvest 'will be wrapped up by
December 1, according to Ar-
wis Bos, a representative of co-
operative Royal Cosun. He said
condmons are the wettest in a

SAILY W O

- chocolate ingredient and relies

on ftmdmﬁ from abroad to pay

farmers for beans that: are then

exported. The central bankalso
relies on the foreign exchange.
as 4n important source of hard
currency that is used to help "
stabilize the cedi. “**

Cocobodwouldnormallycon-
duct an investor roadshow be-
tween June and July each year
and sign the syndicated facility
in September before the newhar-
vest begins in October.

For the first time ever the

loan is _expected to be mgne_d at

the end of thismonth, with eight .« -

participating bariks, including

~ Cobperatieve Rabobank UA as
lead arranger, StandardChar- -

tered Plc and Societe Generale
SA, the people said.

Spokespeople at Codpera- :
tieve Rabobank UA, Standard =

AN

B "‘H.;)'P OF— A(\R!(\UlTU,

Flooded ﬁelds delay Euml;éaﬁ sugar

and nsk beet losses

centuryr—haltmg harvesting—

-vand any cold snap would further
threaten beets. 2

' Harvest delays will probably
prolong Germany's beet cam-

paignuntil February, increasing
the risk of crop losses to frost,
said Ulf Wegener, who spoke on
behalf of the nation’s growers.
In the United Kingdom,
storms and flooding in some ar-

_easaremaking fieldworkharder,

the National Farmers Union said.

Ghana'’s cocoa
GHANA secured its annual loan

« topayfor cocoa purchasesat the

highest interest rate on record,
following this year’s debt re-
structuring of the West African
nation’s obligations that ruined
investor appeal.

International banks have

pledged to lend industry regulator

Chartered Plc and Societe
Generale SA declined to com-
ment in emailed response to
questions. Fiifi Boafo, a spokes-
man at Ghana Cocoa Board de-
clined to comment when he was"
contacted by phone.
The'amount is also the lowest
in at least 16 years as the board
struggled to raise funding, and
falls short of the $1.2 billion
that is needed in all to buy the

‘beans from growers in the cur-

rent season. As a result Cocobod
has made an arrangement to
borrow $400 million from cocoa
traders, suchas Olam Group Ltd. .
and BarryCallebaut AG to top up.
Theboardin additionplansto

“take advantage of higher cocoa
- pricesthisyearto sell onthe spot

market to augment its liquidity
requxrements, the people said.
‘ Bloomberg News
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