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Rice prices up slightly at start of Nov.

RICE prices increased in November
as government called on the private
sector to speed up the importation
of the staple.

Latest data from the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) showed
that the average retail price of well-
milled rice hit P52.36 per kilogram
(kg) from Nov. 1 to 5, 2023.

This was higher by 1.5 percent
compared with its average retail
price of P51.67 per kg posted in
October 15 to 17.

Likewise, an increment of 2.1
percent was observed in the price
of well-milled rice from its average

retail price of P51.25 per kg posted

in the first phase of October or from
October 1 to 5.

The PSA said the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) reported the
highest average retail price of well-
milled rice at P58.79 perkg.

The average price of regular milled
rice, meanwhile, stood at P46.96 per
kg during the first phase of Novem-
ber, higher by 2.5 percent from the
P45.78 per kg logged in the second
phase of the previous month.

The figure was likewise 3.7 percent
higher compared to the P45.27 perkg
posted in the same period of October.
The highest average retail price of

regular milled rice was reported in
BARMM at P54.09 per kg.

To ensure sufficient supply and
affordable prices of the staple,
Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel said that he ordered importers
to quickly use their import permits
to buy an additional one million
tons of rice from abroad.

“I said if they do not import [rice]
within 30 days, I will cancel it all be-
cause I don't want to be held hostage
by permits that were issued to them
upon their request,” Laurel said.

The DA said it could better man-
age the supply of rice and avoid price

are used quickly.

As of October 1, PSA reported the
country's total rice stock inventory
was estimated at 2.04 million metric
tons (MT), or 1.9 percent lower than
the 2.08 million MT of the same
period last year.

However, the PSA noted that the
volume was 32.1 percent higher
from the previous month's inventory
level of 1.55 million MT.

Of the total rice inventory, 52.9
percent were from the commercial

~sector, 44.9 percent were from

households, and 2.2 percent were
from the National Food Authority

surges by assuring import permits  (NFA) depositories. JANINE ALEXIS
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Retail price of chicken
soars to P210/kilo

By BELLA CARIASO

The retail price of chicken
went up to P210 per kilo amid
the drop inlocal production as
poultry-raisers suffered losses
amid the flooding of imported
frozen products, according
to the poultry raisers’ group
United Broiler Raisers Asso-
ciation (UBRA).

In"an interview with The
STAR,UBRA and Philippine
Egg Board chairman Gregorio
San Diego said the farmgate
price of chicken started to go
up on Nov. 16 as many poultry
raisers decided to halt their
operations after suffering
huge losses due to slump in
live weight cost.

In an earlier interview,
San Diego reported that the
farmgate price of chicken has
reached as low as P68 per kilo.

“Many (poultry raisers)
were forced to suspend raising
chicks as no less than the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
said that there is a surplus (in
the supply) 115 days after the
imported chicken as of Octo-
ber (2023) reached 32 million
kilos,” San Diego said.

According to San Diego,
based on data from .the Na-
tional Meat Inspection Service
(NMIS), there was a 10 percent
increase in the total frozen
chicken importation from
January to October 2023, with
359,340,308 kilos compared to
327,680,597 kilos in the same
period of 2022.

“Traditionally, poultry rais-
ers prepare for !ﬁe holiday sea-
son and buy chicks. Normally,
during this time, chicks are
no longer available but until
now, you can still buy,” San
Diego said.

San Diego added that the
retail price of P210 per kilo
of chicken in the markets is
still high.

“The highest farmgate price
is P114 {per kilo). If you deliver
that in the market and you incur
additional cost, it will be around
P1665 (per kilo), so the P210 (per
kilo) is still high,” he said.

He said that consumers still
prefer fresh chicken over im-
Eorted frozen products which

ave been kept in cold storage’

facilities for a long time.

At the same time, San Di-
ego said the arrival of frozen
imported chicken continues.

“We are preparing a draft
(letter) and we hope the Sen-
ate will finally investigate this
(over importation) even after
December,” San Diego said,
referring to the Senate com-
mittee on agriculture and food
chaired by Sen. Cynthia Villar.

San Diego said importers
take advantage of the
increase in the demand for
chicken this Christmas, as
frozen products will continue
to flood the markets.

He criticized the DA for its
failure to limit ‘the issuance
of import permits and Agri-
culture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jr. should finally
address the issue of over im-

ortation of chicken.

import ban

Laurel has issued Memo-
randum Order 69 banning
the importation of domestic
and wild birds and their prod-
ucts including poultry meat,

day-old chicks, eggs, semen

products from Minnesota and
South Dakota in the US amid
the outbreak of avian influ-
enza virus in the two states.

He cited the official report
submitted by the department
administrator.and chief wvet-.
erinary officer of the US De-
partment of Agriculture to
the World Organization for.
Animal Health and USDA
Animal and Plant Health In-

ect Service that there were
several outbreaks of H5N1
high pathogenicity avian in-

trade restriction to prevent the
entri;lePAI virus and protect
the health of the local poultry
population,” Laurel said.

“All shipments coming

from the mentioned areas of

the United States of America
that are in transit before the
official communication of this
order to the American authori-
ties shall be allowed, provided

Page of

fluenza in Minnesota and
South Dakota affecting domes-
tic birds as confirmed by the
National Veterinary. Services
Laboratories. 2 KN !
. “The rapid spread of H5N1
highly patﬁogenic avian influ-
enza in the United States in a
short period of time since its
first laboratory detection ne-
cessitates a wider coverage of

that the products were slaugh-
tered 14 days before the first
outbreak in the particular
locality,” Laurel added.

The US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said
bird flu spreads among wild
aquatic birds worldwide and
can infect domestic poultry
and other bird and animal
species.
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Damage to agriculture due to record-breaking rains in Eastern Visayas, West-
ern Visayas and Bicol m.&.@ this week has nomnr»a P147.3 million.

The Department of >mu_n:5=.m said initial
assessment of DA offices in the three regions
showed that 6,486 farmers were affected, with
production loss of 4,980 metric tons.

At least 7,415 hectares of agricultural land
were damaged.

“Affected commodities include rice, corn,

high-value crops and livestock. Damage was
‘alsoincurred in irrigation facilities,” the DA said.

Losses in palay production were estimated
at P145.7 million, with 7,373 hectares of rice
fields mmmﬁmm

eldro YT «

Umgmmm to high-value crops was estimated
at P697,500; livestock and poultry, P629,400;
infrastructure and irrigation facilities, P200,000;
corn, P124,500, and cassava, P49,100. .

The DA said rice, corn and assorted vegetable
seeds worth P29.3 million and native chicken
worth P211, moo were &m_ﬂwﬁmn to mmmﬁmm
farmers.

It said assessment of losses in the fishery sec-
tor is ongoing,.

The DA said P50 million was allocated un-

der the survival and recovery loan program of

LAt
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payable in Eumm years, ;

The DA said the Quick Response Fund would
also be tapped for the rehabilitation of affected
areas.

State seismologists said the hardest-hit areas
in Eastern Visayas experienced 618 millimeters
of rain, which is more than a month’s record in
two days. .

The Northern Samar Provincial Disaster
Risk Reduction and Z..Emmmgm:» Office said
the average monthly H.E:Hm: in the ﬁucﬁ:nm is
only 458 mm.

Northern Samar, which was-hit by land-
slides and massive flooding, was placed under
a state of calamity. - With Miriam Desacada
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BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

GRICULTURAL damage due to

flooding caused by the shear

line that affected the country
in the past week has reached P147
million as of November 24, the
Department of >m§n=_ann AUB said
on Friday.
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Agriculture o_mim@m reaches P147M

DA Assistant Secretary and spokes-
man Arnel de Mesa said that to date,
6,486 farmers have been affected by
the flooding.

“It is our rice fields that were

‘majorly affected with an estimated

damage of P145 million,” de Mesa
said during a public briefing.

Among the affected provinces, the
biggest damage was reported in the

- readied interventions mo_.&..n
farmers.

province of Capiz with an estimated
loss of about P80 million m:@.zmﬁr.

NEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ern Samar with P45 million.

De Mesa added that other provinc-
es affected by the shear line Ea_an
Albay, Masbate, Sorsogon, and
province of Samar §9.£—
area of about 7,415 hecta

According to the offic
partment’s regional ma

“Buffer .ﬁon_s ».o_. our seeds 2 are

Oy

which cost more Ema P3 million and
corn seeds worth almost P2 million,”
said de Mesa.

He noted that there is about more

ed than P10 million worth of interven-

tions that are available which also
includes assorted seeds of vegetables,

livestock, and for alternative liveli-
! - hood.

The Agricultural Credit Policy
" Council (ACPC), meanwhile, is open

nmmas this i is, Eon.. urmn . 5@ Eﬁw ' to provide a survival and recovery

loan program to the affected farmers.
The loan is worth P25,000, payable
for three years without interest.

As the flooding coincides with the
planting season this month of No-
vember, de Mesa assured that farmers
will still be able to harvest in time by
April to March next year.

The official also said that equip-
ment will be provided to ensure quick
recovery of the damaged farm lands
and affected farmers.
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‘Salt industry law addresses

AGRI Party-list Rep. Wilbert
T. Lee, one of the principal
authms of the Philippine Salt -
Industry Development Act,as--
sured Filipinos that this mea-
sure will address the employ-
mentissuein the coastlinesof .
the country.

Lee made the assurance as
he expressed elation over' !he
approvalofafinal versionofthe
measure in the Bicameral con-
ference committee. .

According to Lee the im-
pending passage of the Philip- ~ »
pineSaltIndustry Development
Act is a significant step to ad-
dressthe need foremployment g
and high-growth industries that vernment to proper]y
will contribute to the country's - é?nent its provisions so it
economic growth, and urged aclueves its objectives.

‘employment woe - Iawmaker

"Babantayanmtm"

sector’'s

ma.kmabang hlaga ang taum-
bayansabatasnaito, lalonaang'
mgasitioatkomunidadsaating
coastlines,” Lee said.
Leeexplained thattherevival
ofthesaltindustry hasthe poten-
tial togeneratethousandsofnew

ﬁnelgwmad'nevnus

,ob]echm the lawmaker said
the government should adop
“anda
. _w['u

y theacronym "ASIN,"
tands for: A —Advanc-
ing Market Strategies and Ex-

pansionof saltfarms; S--Suffi-
- cientapp

priation and fund-
ing;I1- tive Techni

“in Salt D'eve16 yment and

National Salt Development_

yumnngbaias.Hangadnthmm"‘f Roadmap
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT |

CHIT U. JUAN

- .
The need to grow

es, we all find that we =

Yneed to grow — grow up,

' grow old; but grow. And" 1 o
it is the same for our soil. We
need to grow soil. Sadly, we
are losing healthy soil and we
probably have only 60 years left
of farmlands to grow food on. I
learned from this documentary :
that we are losing soil every day due to bad practices
like using too much fertilizers, too much pesticides
and too much tilling of the soil.

Before I watched “The Need to Grow,” I came

across a news feed on the same evening where
our Department of Agriculture spokesperson de-
clared: We need mechanization, scale, clustering of
lands, making the farmer more efficient in terms
of yields, etc. etc. He probably should first watch
this documentary and understand why there is
a move to use technology for ancient practices —
that of growing the soil. You can read more about
the project called “Green Power House”.or GPH
and its creator, who chose to do something for the
Earth with his super high tech knowledge, than
~ making cyber games. .

Once we understand why Regenerative Agricul-
ture is the way to correct mankind’s mistake, only
then can we start to repair the land which has pro-
vided us food. Food used to be more nutrient-dense,
but sadly our food production today has been af-
fected by hybrid seeds, chemicals and genetically-
modified organisms. Think about that every time
you rave about your harvest of sweet Thai.green
mangoes, or the biggest atis (sugar apple) in the
world. Those were not their natural states, but they
have been tampered with and re-engineered to give
you the taste or size that you gladly pay for. It is
NOT NATURAL. :

1.do not wish to be preachy but I would like to
share with you my own experience in tilling the soil.
I made the mistake of hiring a gardener who tilled
our organic soil and all the worms went away. The
tilled earth also exposed all the microbes in the soil,
killing the very life of it. Thanks to our Regenerative
Agriculture consultant, we immediately repaired the
damage by mulching and allowing the soil once again
to heal itself and regenerate. That is on our garden
merely 300 square meters in size. Now imagine that
in acres and hectares of land that is being tilled ev-
eryday: And it could be true that our farmlands will
now only be available for the next 60 yeats globally...
if we do not act now. . sowv 1isis sbid nave e !

Alsonot wanting to sound political asIavoid talks
on politics and religion, do read up on why pesticides
and fertilizers were created after the world war. They

had excess chemicals and the war had ended so it
was turned to inputs for agriculture use. The rest,
they say, is history.

Marketing these products to farmers for increased
yields was the next project, which sadly we still be-

‘lieve today. It has become a system, an ecosystem,

that sees no end. Until you become more aware of
what you eat. And where it comes from. :

What is more interesting about this film is the fact
that the solution to saving the Earth is in what we
do everyday. Where we shop, what we eat all dictate
what the farmer grows. If we are OK with the quality
of food available, things will not change. So I dare
you to pick a pechay from the supermarket and pick
one from an organic farm. Put on a blindfold and do
a sensory test. Smell each one, taste each one. If you
do not taste any difference, then chances are you
have been so used to eating chemical-laden food, it
becomes your new normal. But once you taste toma-
toes grown on vines in healthy soil, versus tomatoes
grown under hydroponic conditions and further a
commercial tomato that is picked green to withstand
travel (and becomes red only a week or so after), you
may be able to tell the difference. The problem is, we
take what is sold as gospel truth of what a tomato
should taste like. And then we completely forget there
are sweeter choices.

I remember a lunch hosted by our consultant
farmer in Bukidnon some years ago. He gave us
a basket to pick fresh greens and the ripest heir-
loom tomatoes at his little farm. Once we were
done, he sliced up the red ripe fruits (tomatoes
are fruits) and mixed the greens and drizzled
some oil and voila! that was our lunch. Our
“ulam” (viand) was beef jerky from his grass-
fed native cows. You may think — what a hippie
lifestyle of the Age of Aquarius era! But that is
how we go back to what our ancestors used to
feed .on — nutrient-dense food from healthy soil.
We need to try what Nature is good at bringing us
without interventions from high-yield fertilizers
or prevention of leaf damage through pesticides.
Nature is smart but we need to help Her by pro-
viding an environment where worms can freely
grow to mix the earth, where microbes make the
soil medium healthy, creating humus and mak-
ing it living soil. Because healthy soil will give
us healthier or nutrient-dense food.

I wonder how much more time it will take
until our agriculture officials and the general
public become aware that growing food locally,
doing no-till agriculture and using heirloom
seeds that are open pollinated will be the order
of the day. If we buy from local farmers, we can
watch what they do to our food. They can grow
what we need and they will always be assured
of a market. Alas, this is not the way right now
but hopefully, with more people being aware, it
soon will be the norm.

We all need to grow. We can grow food. We can

‘grow up and we can grow soil.

»*
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House bill creating pension

fund for_elderly farmers filed

AFARMER transplants rce seedlings in Sumapang Matanda, Malolos, Bulacan on September 14, 2023. United

Senior Citizens Party List Rep. Milagros Aquino Mags?ysay on Novémber 17,2023 pushed for the creation of an
agriculture pension fund for aging and eldédyfgn"ii@s and fisherfolk so that they may enjoy social security ben-

efits upon their retirement. PNA PHOTO BY JOAN BONDOC

By FiLANE MIKEE CERVANTES

A ANILA—A party-listlawmaker
M on Friday pushed for the.cre-

, ation of an agriculture pension
fund for aging and elderly farmers and’
fisherfolk so that they may enjoy social
security benefits upon their retirement.

InfilingHouseBill 9455, United Senior
Citizens Party-list Rep. Milagros Aquino
Magsaysay saidthe proposedagricultural

* pension will serve as the foundation for
social security benefits that aging and
elderly agriculture workers can access,
similartothe pension enjoyed byemploy-
ees upon their retirement. :

Magsaysay noted that while agricul-
ture is considered one of the primary
drivers of the country’s econiomy and the
work of farmersis considered essentialin

“ensuring the Philippines’s food security,
theagricultural sectorremainsoneofthe .
poorest sectors in the country.

“In as much as the government is
pushingdevelopmentsinagricultureand
campaigning for the younger generation.
to take an interest in the industry to en-
sure continuity, it is equally imperative

to ensure that our elderly farmers are -

well-taken care of in their old age,” Mag-
saysay said. ;
“This is the least we could do for them
aftertheyhavegiventhebestyearsof their
lives putting food on our tables so that we

' do not go hungry,” she added.

The proposed fund, according to the
bill, shall serve as the contribution from
both the national government and local
government units (LGUs), which shall be
given only upon payment of the monthly
contribution of the poor farmer or fish-

“erfolk, in accordance with the schedule

of payments preparéd and prescribed by.

the Social Security S?stem%SS)".'-_ )1
Farmers and fisherfolk identified to

be extremely poor will avail themselves

of the full subsidy from the national and
loca};ggirég nments until sach time that

- upon regular assessment by their LGU

under the supervision of the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA), theyhavebeen

found to be non-extremely poor.

Thebillstates that poor farmers and
fisherfolk who are over 55 years oldand
would like to be part of the agricultur-
al pension fund shall contribute only

up to the time they reach 60 years old

and the rest of the contribution shall
be subsidized by the government to
complete the minimum contribution
of 120 months. ;

The pension fund shall have the fol-
lowing benefits and entitlements: retire-
ment benefits of P2,000 per month upon
reaching 65years old; death benefits; and
disability benefits, among others.

The SSS shall be the administrator of

the agricultural pension fund. PNA -
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