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Most expensive rice in
NCR now at P68; cheapest
at P30, DA data shows

By JEL SANTOS

The most rice that can be purchased
in the National Capital Region (NCR) is
Local Special which ranges from 250 to
P68 akilo, (i 5

This was based on the price monitoring
data Ofth dl ent ol """:"' fure DA)

- released on Tuesday, Nov. 28.

Meanwhile, the cheapest retail price of
rice in the metropolis is the Local Regular
Milled rice, which sells for around £33 to
P52 perkilo. '

Ironically, the price of rice reported-
ly went up despite the pronouncement of

- the DA last Nov. 14 that at least 90 percent
of palay in the country has already been
harvested. : i

The most expensive retail price of rice
in the NCR on Sept. 12 was only P65 per
kilo. According to the record of the agri-
culture department, Imported Special was

JCULTUre (|
. b

only retailed for P53 to B6s, ‘
- The agriculture department even as-
sured Filipino consumers of “enough af-

 fordable supply of rice in the market” due

to the wet season harvest.

. Agriculture spokesperson Assistant

Secretary Arnel de Mesa stated that the

country is expecting a total yield of 3.063
ion metric tons (MMT) for November

and December. ; £ :
“Based on data and information from

- the Philippine Rice Information System,

it is generally a good harvest year for the
Filipino rice farmers,” he earlier said.
The DA said its market price monitoring

_in Metro Manila covered Commonwealth,
Guadalupe, Las Pifias, Malabon, Marikina,

Mega Q-Mart, Muntinlupa, Mufioz, Pasay,
Pasig, Pritil, Quinta, and San Andres.

- To recall, President Marcos said dur-
ing his campaign that he was aspiring to
bring down the price of rice to P20 perkilo.
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BY JANINE ALEX'S MIGUEL

E local coconut industry continues to
suffer from declining yields and hybrids
and other varieties need to be cultivated to

revive the sector, the chief of the Department of

Agriculture (DA) said.

“The Philippines needs to embark
on increasing productivity through
the cultivation of quality planting

“materials like [coconut] hybrids
and vari=fies with superior traits,”
Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jr. said during the Interna-
tional Scientific Conference on

Research and Development at the

University of the Philippines Los
Banios (UPLB), Laguna, on Monday.

The Philippines, the department
said, is ranked second as the largest

coconut producer worldwide next -

to Indonesia. The country remains
the world’s top coconut exporter,
shipping around 70 percent of its
output overseas.

"'-Dmbite"‘stabie e:sq)drt gmwth, the
~ by around 3.5 million farmers. Of

coconut industry continues to suffer
from declining farm yield that start-
ed in 2010 due to infestation and
major typhoons, low investments,
limited research and development,
and poor infrastructure — all keep-
ing many coconut farmers poor,”
the DA said.

The Philippines’ top coconut
exports include crude and refined
coconut oil, desiccated coconut,
copra meal, and coconut water. The
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA)
said the coconut industry generated
$22 billion in exports in 2022.

In terms of land area, there are
approximately 3.6 million hectares

LIBRARY
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g yields wei

of coconut plantatnons nurtured

the country’s 82 provinces, 68 are
coconut producers, with Davao
Oriental being the biggest producer,
the DA said.

The Agriculture chief also ex-
pressed support for “unified, respon-
sive and market-driven initiatives”
that can increase coconut produc-
tion and, in turn, improve the liveli-
hood of millions of coconut farmers.

In a bid to reinvigorate the Phil-
ippine coconut industry, the PCA
announced in August that it was
targeting replanting 100 million
coconut trees to meet the domestic
and export demand for coconut

products.

PCA said replanting would signifi-
cantly increase coconut productivity
and engage more farmers in value-
adding activities.

The average yield per coconut tree
is 44 nuts per year, and through re-
planting, the agency said this figure
could be doubled, a target that can
be achieved within the term of Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

Laurel also emphasized during the
same event the need to modernize
the agriculture sector as part of the
government's thrust to increase food
production.

The conference was attended by

Tepresentatives from the Australian

h on coco sector

Centre for International Agncul-
ture Research and Departments
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the
International Genetic Resources
Treaty on Food and Agriculture, the
International Coconut Community,
the International Coconut Genetic
Resources Network, scientists, co-
conut industry representatives, and
local researchers.

“The novel initiative of [confer-
ence] organizers linking science
and business to genetic resources
conservation, germplasm exchange,
and use can only be achieved by
harmonizing the minds and efforts
of researchers, policymakers and
private sector,” Laurel said.
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Programs set for select agriculture sub-sectors

SEVERAL projects have been
lined up to further improve the
country’s fisheries, coconut and
organic agriculture sectors, ac-
cording to the Department of
Agriculture (DA).

DA Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jt. said the agency has
called for the amendment of the
Philippine Fisheries Develop-
ment Authority (PFDA) charter
to expand its function to include
developing and managing marine

and agro-industrial estates across
the country to ensure ample food
supply.

Laurel said tweaking PFDA’s
functions dovetails with the Philip-
pine Rural Development Program
and the current administration’s
goal of modernizing the agricul-
ture sector.

Laurel said he is eyeing the
establishment of marine and agro-
industrial estates as one-stop shops

facilities, silos and warehouses
for basic commodities to ensure
stable supply.

“I’'ve seen this model success-
fully implemented in South Korea
and Japan,” Laurel said.

The DA also acknowledged the
World Bank’s suggestions on the
need to improve logistics and to
adopt digital transformation in
agriculture,

Laurel said he will soon appoint
an assistant secretary whose sole

that will house ports, cold-storage

focus would be logistics to ensure
public funds are well spent. -
The DA also stressed the im-
portance of organic agriculture-
enterprises in providing farmers:
with opportunities to market their:
products and enhance their incomey:
The DA is also looking at mas-:
sive coconut planting and replage-:
ing to boost production.Cocorit:
accounts for more than a third: of p
the country’s agricultural exports.-
-Jed Macapagal I
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Revisit devolution
and universal
health myth

In general, when government or

the legislature passes a law or

rolls out a program, there is a
prescribed or set period after which
a review or evaluation is done in
terms of the success or effectivity
of the law or the program. From the
time of president Noynoy Aquino,
president Rodrigo Duterte until the
second year of the Marcos Jr. presi-
dency or approximately 14 years, there have been a lot
of programs or laws in place but not much in terms of
reviews or evaluation.

The Local Government Code, which caused the major :

devolution of services and funds from the national gov-
ernment down to provincial and local government units,
was passed into law in 1991 or 32 years ago. The law that
established PhilHealth was passed in 1995 or 28 years
ago. The Universal Healthcare Act was signed into law
in 2019 and was supposed to be implemented in 2020 but
was totally disrupted by the global pandemic COVID.

When does Malacafiang or Congress and the Senate
plan to do the full review of these laws and programs?

In the meantime, the Local Government Code, Phil-
Health and the Universal Healthcare Act have been the
target or focus of complaints for what critics call infirmi-
ties or defects of the law or the related program. A num-
ber of former Cabinet secretaries and undersecretaries
representing the Department of Health, Department of
Agriculture and the DepEd have pointed out that these
laws and programs have created serious gaps, misin-
terpretation of roles and authority and serious failure
to deliver services.

Two former secretaries of the DOH ~ namely Fran-
cisco Duque and Janette Garin — have told me that the

overnment and Congress should act to “renationalize”

ealth care under the DOH. The fragmented reality of
health care under the current system of devolution has
jeopardized health care needed by Filipinos because
LGUs and political leaders are all short-term officials
(three years) and are generally “professional politicians,”
not necessarily career management executives, certainly
not trained health care administrators. :

The reality is that there is also politics in the appoint-
ment of senior officials of regional hospitals and local
hospitals. Rumor has it that the confirmation of Secretary
Ted Herbosa got hamstrung because one congressman
wants an official of a regional hospital related or closely
associated with a governor replaced by an acceptable
candidate. In other regional hospitals, things are so bad

“and impoverished because the governor or congressman

s . o

‘has never set foot inside the dilapidated and poorly

“funded tég{blﬁl‘h'é&gvitﬁh S Go IO T dNSI1sy
41 remember a time when severalprovincial governors
made a beeline to borrow something like P1billion each

from the PNB or Philippine National Bank to put up their
respective provincial or city hospital. Twenty years later,
those hospitals have been run to the ground, hospital
equipment busted and patients having to provide their

. own materials before and after surgery! Essentially all
that's left is the building and the personnel.

I can only hope that while Congresswoman Janette

~ Garin is in Congress, she can muster enough support for
the re-nationalization of health care and while sine’s atit,
review the PhilHealth program which gives zero balance
billing to indigent patients who don’t pay contributions
while contributing members end up shouldering most of
the cost of a medical emergency or procedure. During a
recent event among health care stakeholders and orga-
nizations, a high-ranking officer was very vocal about
how she had to pay so much for the medical emergency
of her father. Other people quickly joined in and shared
how they too felt left out or betrayed by the “No balance
billing” slogan of PhilHealth. One participant asked,
“Do you always have to be as poor as a ratin order to
get relief from the government?”

I got an email from one of our readers that was so
informative Fhad to copy-paste it today: '

Reacting to your column today, Nov. 24, “Teach a
man how.” :

1 was extremiely gladdened by your putting emphasis
on the backyard industry as a vital cog in the livestock
and poultry setting. The backyard industg still remains
as the main source of meat supply for the large rural
areas outside the cities, in spite of the constantly / oft
repeating backyard animal population dips and rises

‘brought about by the repeating outbreaks of endemic
~ animal diseases, like NCD in poultry, hog cholera in

" swine, hemorthagic septicemia in cattle, among others.

And now, adding to the stew, the more pathogenic, more
destructive ASF and avian flu.

Backyard livestock production is really the descrip-

_tive phrase of the word “resilience.” Pre-1987, the Bureau
of Animal Industry (BAI) was a constant field partner for

 the backyard industry, having a technician in nearly all
the towns, providing ready technical support, breeding
stations and regular free vaccination activities.

The BAI was then producing its own vaccines for
NCD, hog cholera and ¥1emorrhagic septicemia, among
others, at its Vaccine Production Laboratory in then
Alabang Stock Farm. The continuous vaccination activ-
ity greatly tempered the effects of repeating outbreaks.

Devolution effectively decimated the ranks of live-
stock technicians, breeding stations and backyard live-
stock support services. LGU agriculture technicians are

. now basically “gift givers,” not technology providers.

. _The BAI then was wise in leaving the commercial

* livestock sector alone, concentrating available resources

. on the backyard sector, with commercial sector support

limited to removing the barriers to allow unimpeded
growth of the then emerging industry (which, essen-
tially, laid the groundwork for the phenomenal growth
of the commercial livestock and poultry sector in the
last three decades). =~ : :

. Thank you bringing forth the issue to the public arena,
and to the new secretary of agriculture, Kudos also to the
work youand San Miguel are doing for backyard industry.

Sincerely, Joel F. Mangalindan, DVM, animal clin.
nutrition practitioner g '

E-mail: utalk2ctalk@gmail.com

*
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ADFOR N 05 BIGE FARMERS READY -

DUMAGUETE CITY—The De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
has set aside P161.6 million in

" cash assistance to 32,337 rice
farmers in Negros Oriental in
anticipation of the adverse ef-
fects of the drought spawned
by the-El Nifio weather phe-
nomenon next year.

Alejandro Rafal, DA-Ne-
gros Oriental Agricultural Pro-
gram coordinating officer, said
on Tuesday that the amount

was part of the P6oo-million
funds already downloaded to
their regional office for the use
in Central Visayas provinces.

Each farmer will receive
P5,000, he said, but the date
and mode of distribution have
yet to be decided.

The cash aid is one of the
many government interven-
tions for drought-affected
farmers, Rafal said. —kAYE BRIER
INQ
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DA to promote
PPP projects in
agri-fisheries sector

The Department of Agri-
culture-Project Development
Service (DA-PDS) conducted
the Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) Forum in the Agriculture
and Fisheries Sector on No-
vember 2/, 2023 to discuss PPP
projects that will help boost the
country’s agricultural produc-
tion.

“PPP talaga is the way we
need to go. Talagang impor-
tante ang mga PPP Forums like
this because I think this is the
way to go to help the govern-
ment,” DA Undersecretary for
Policy, Planning, and Regula-
tions Mercedita Sombilla said.

She added that the private
sector may not be enticed
in agriculture because of its
vulnerabilities especially with
climate change, but she chal-
lenged the forum participants
to think of out of the box
strategies and projects that
are beneficial for both parties.

“I hope that as we con-
tinue to have fora like this
in the future, we can develop
more and more PPP projects
that would really push the
agricultural sector further than
what we really target. We have
a PPP Unit in the DA and I hope
that all our regional offices will
also have a conscious effort to
really look for projects that we
can implement through PPP,”
Undesecretary Sombilla said.

She also stressed the need
for more PPP projects to help
the government and for the
local agriculture and fisheries
sector to move towards indus-

trialization.

During the forum, PPP
Center Capacity Building and
Knowledge Management Ser-
vice Director Feroisa Francisca
Concordia discussed the Phil-
ippine PPP Program, concepts,
processes, legal frameworks,
capacity building frameworks,
and updates on the PPP Code of
the Philippines.

DA-Investment Program-
ming Division Chief Joseph Man-
icad, on the other hand, discussed

- the National Agriculture and

Fisheries Modernization and
Industrialization Plan (NAFMIP)
2021-2030, identified major
challenges and opportunities
for growth and-other appropri-
ate and relevant strategies for
the sector. :
Moreover, DA-PDS Project

-Identification and Evaluation

Division Chief Rowel Del Rosario
presented PPP opportunities
in the sector such as in terms
of establishing production and
postharvest facilities, agri-

fishery industrial business

corridors, and agriculture and
fisheries laboratories and test-
ing centers, among others. '
DA Undersecretary for Fi-
nance Agnes Catherine Miranda,
DA Undersecretary for Livestock
Deogracias Victor Savellano,
DA-Legal Service Director Willie
Ann Angsiy, DA-PDS Director
Fernando Flores, DA-Regional

Executive Directors, and offi-

cials and representatives of DA
bureaus and banner programs
also participated in the forum.
(DA-AFID)
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Championing the Philippine halal
economy for greater prosperity

ssalamu alaikum wa Rah-
matullahi wa Barakatuh.
I was privileged to speak
uring the Philippine Halal
Economy Festival organized by the
Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI) on Nov. 22, 2023. As the only
woman Muslim Cabinet member
and a proud daughter of Mindanao,
I expressed my appreciation for be-
ing given the honor to be with my
Muslim brothers and sisters as well
as halal advocates at this event that
recognizes our culture, tradition, and
way of life.

As 1 highlighted during my
speech, I champion going halal and
assure my unequivocal support for
the initiative. Halal is more than
just a dietary restriction in obser-
vance of the faith. It also provides
an understanding of Islam, the
world’s second-largest religion
which was brought to the Philip-
pines 643 years ago. This fosters a
deeper appreciation of the Muslim
culture which promotes peace and
consequently, progress Further,
halal-certified food is a healthler
alternative as it is guaranteed to be
devoid of alcohol, chemicals, pork,
and its derivatives — an option that
can be adopted by everyone. Halal
cuisine is also extremely tasty! I can
attest to this since I grew up in a halal
household. Thus, in my own way, I
have been promoting this by serv-
ing halal food at the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM) on
occasions, especially during our Eid
al-Fitr celebration.

I firmly believe that the Philip-
pine halal economy holds so much
potential for growth and presents
opportunities for Muslim Filipi-
nos and the nation. Market stud-
ies project that the halal food and
beverages’ market size will reach
nearly USS$4 trillion by 2028. With
around 11 million Muslim Filipinos
or about 10 percent of our popula-
tion, as estimated by the National
Commission on Muslim Filipinos
(NCMF), and a growing number of
non-Muslim consumers, innova-
tive halal products strategically
marketed in mainstream channels
can easily capitalize on this trend.
As the demand grows, so do the op-
portunities! In addition, the global
halal economy is expanding to cover
not only the food and beverage sec-
tor but the entire lifestyle industry,
ranging from fashion, health, media,
and recreation.

Thus, I trust that when we stand
united as a country, we can seize
the opportunity to tap into the vast
market of this sunrise industry to
achieve prosperity. I, therefore, laud
the Departments of Trade and Indus-
try, Agriculture, Tourism, Health,
Science and Technology, and Foreign
Affairs, as well as the Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas, Mindanao Develop-
ment Authority, and the NCMF, for
utilizing a whole-of-government
approach to pursue the Philippine
Halal Export Development and Pro-
motion Program under Republic Act
No. 10817, also known as the Philip-
pine Halal Export Development and
Promotion Act of 2016. The law aims
to promote the growth and ensure
the integrity and quality of Philip-
pine halal exports.

Through the law, our country
has expressed its commitment
to harmonizing local standards
with international standards and
complying with standards of halal
products, processes, and services.
This includes adopting measures to
make halal exports more competitive
through research and product devel-
opment, quality assurance measures,
and value-adding mechanisms. Our

_government also aims to protect

consumers and users of halal prod-
ucts from unscrupulous agricultural,
manufacturing, and trade practices.

Moreover, we are fortunate that
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
(PBBM) is committed to the devel-
opment and prosperity of Muslim
Mindanao and recognizes the sig-
nificance of Islam in our history
and culture, staunchly advocating
for the development of the halal
industry. During his Malaysia state
visit in July, he and Prime Minister
Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim discussed
priority areas for cooperation and
agreed to closely coordinate efforts
to build capacity in the Bangsam-
oro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM), particularly in
sectors such as the halal industry and
food secunty, among others. PBBM
emphasized in a statement, “With
Malaysia being one of the leadmg
halal economies in the world, coop-
eration in this sector would mutually
benefit the growth of our respective
halal ecosystems.”

I agree with DTI Secretary Alfredo
Pascual when he said that “our mi-
cro, small, and medium-sized enter-
prises, or MSMESs, are at the forefront
of our halal initiatives, poised to reap
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benefits.”
The agency’s BEYOND BUDGET
;f:;f,:: O AMENAHF. PANGANDAMAN
hal industry  DBMSECRETARY
development

by empowering MSMEs to parnc1pate
in the global ecosystem, through
capacity-building and financial sup-
port, are worth recognizing. Armed
with its national halal strategy, it
aims to generate $230 billion in trade
and investments and create 120,000
jobs over the next five years. The
plan includes halal-friendly travel
and tourism, Islamic finance, fash-
ion, halal pharmaceuticals, and halal
cosmetics sectors.

I am also glad to know see that
our international collaborations,
including bilateral agreements with
key players in the halal industry,
such as the Emirates Authority for
Standards and Metrology (ESMA),
the International Halal Accreditation
Forum (IHAF), Brunei Darussalam,
and Mutual Recognition Agreements
with Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand,
and most Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) members, fortifying our posi-
tion in the global market.

On our part at the DBM, BARMM,
as one of the key focal points in
our development goals, is allocated
£80.6 billion to ensure inclusiv-
ity throughout the region. This is
complemented by capacity-building
training and assistance to the re-
gion’s Public Financial Management
practitioners toward the effective
and efficient delivery of public ser-
vice through sound management of
financial resources. We also fully
support the countdown to the 650th
anniversary of Philippine Muslim
History and Heritage in 2023 which
promotes Muslim Filipinos’ cultural
heritage.

Beyond budget the Philippine
halal economy is expected to con-
tribute to the Bagong Pilipinas vision
of President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr., where there is prosperity from
greater economic activity, inclusiv-
ity, quality employment opportuni-
ties, and an enhanced quality of life
for all Filipinos. Thus, let us support
this sunrise industry. It is high time
we go halal. And when we go halal,
let us go local!

(Amenah F. Pangandaman is the
currenit Secretary of the Department of
Budget and Management.)
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DA calls for amendment of PFDA charter

THERE is a need to amend the charter of the

(PFDA) to expand it function to developing

and managing marine-agro-industrial estates
across the Philippines.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel said he envisions marine and agro-
industrial estates “as one-stop shops that
will house ports, cold-storage fadilities,
silos, and warehouses” during the World
Bank’s presentation of its latest report on
the Philippine Rural Development Project
(PRDP) on Nov. 22, 2023.

He added that this will help store and
ensure the longevity of farm and marine
products such as rice, sugar, vegetables, paim
oil, and other basic commodities, and ensure

theirstable supply.
. “I've seen this model successfully imple-

mented in South Korea and Japan. | hope the

World Bank can help us realize this vision,”
Laurel said.

He added that amending the PFDA's
role aligns with the PROP and the
government’s goal of modernizing the
agriculture sector.

Before his appointment as Agriculture
chief this November, Laurel led Frabelle
Fishing Corp., a leading supplier of
fresh, frozen and processed seafood, to
markets in Asia, Europe, the Middle East,
South Africa and the United States.

Laurel has also emphasized the need to
improve logistics in the agriculture sector.

“Definitely, we need a logistics masterplan.

That s one thing | think s lacking in the DA,"
said Laurel, pertaining to the World Bank's
recommendation on the need for digital
transformation and logistics.

The Agriculture secretary said he will soon
appoint an assistant secretary who will be
tasked with logistics and to ensure public
funds are well spent.

InrlsPRDPreport,theWoddBank :
identified potential funding sources for
Philippine agriculture, like grant funds
from the European Union and the Global
Environment Facility to support marine-
protected areas.

Moreover, I.amelsandﬂlatmeyamlooking
to adjust the 2024 budget and have been

Page of

meeting with lawmakers in the past days.
He noted that this move aligns with
the government’s goal of boosting farm
pmducﬂvnyandmislngmelnmmesof
farmers and fisherfolk. e §
Govemment data showed that the agricul-
ture sector provides jobs for every one of four -
However, around 10 million farmers and
fishermen still live below the poverty line.
“We need to scale up and get our priorities
staight Laurel said
“I have technically three-and-a-half years
to accomplish these things. The DA, under my
watch, will do its best to speed things up;"he
further said. o
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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El Nino, Indias export
restrictions to push
global rice prices up

HE report of the Food and Agriculture Orga-

nization of the United Nations on international

food prices for October may have allowed some

nations to heave a sigh of relief. This is because
most quotations of food items, including rice, declined.
According to FAQ, its food price index dipped by 0.5 per-
cent from September, with the index for dairy products
the only one rising. : ;

editori

However, countries thatrely onimportstobeefup theirrice sup-
ply remain uneasy over the FAO data on food prices for October.
The FAO All Rice Price Index averaged 138.9 points in October,
down 2 percent from its Septemberlevel, but still 24 percent above -
its year earlier value. Prices of rice usually purchased by the Phil-
ippines were still more expensive in October, based on FAQO data.

Figures from the FAO showed that the average quotation of
Thai 25 percent brokens in January to October reached $521.20
per metric tons, nearly $100 more, or 22 percent higher, than the
year-ago quotation of $427 per MT. The price of Vietnamese 25
percentbrokenswas $488.90 per MT during the 10-monthperiod,
$100, or 27.7 percent, higher than the $382.70 per MT recorded
Jast year. The price of Vietnam's 5 percent brokens was also higher
by more than $100 at $509.20 per MT, compared with the previ-
ous year’s $400.80. : i '

Unfortunately for countries like the Philippines that import
huge quantities of rice, the elevated prices of the staple may not
ease any time soon mainly because of India, the world’s top rice
exporter. International economists interviewed by Bloomberg
said India is expected to maintain its curbs on overseas sales well
into next year. This, they said, will likely hold the staple grain at
close to its highest price levels since the food crisis of 2008. (See,
“India seen keeping rice export bans into 2024, holding up
globalprices,”in the BUSINESSMIRROR, November 20,2023).

These concerns may have pushed the Philippine government,
particularly the Department of Agriculture, toconsider the cancel-
lation of sanitary and phytosanitary import clearance of traders
who will not bring in the staple within 30 days. (See, “DA: Im-
porterslose SPSICifricenotherein30days,” BusinessMirror,
November 21, 2023). There are around 1 million metric tons of
rice imports covered by SPSICs that have not arrived in the Phil-
ippines. The arrival of the volume covered by SPSICs would beef
up the rice inventory of the Philippines by the end of 2023, which
will most likely discourage speculators from taking advantage of
the developments in the international market. s

Apart from India’s restrictions, the possibility of El Nifio af-
fecting areas that produce the staple could also be exploited by
profiteers and unscrupulous traders. FAO ‘had projected that the
Philippines and parts of Indonesia, Timor-Leste and SriLankawill
see below-average rainfall due to EINifio between November 2023
and March 2024. If this forecast materializes, rice yields could de-
cline, which is why it makes sense for the government to push for
the early arrival of imports.
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BFAR-llocos distributes

Malaga fingerlings
to fish cage operators

LAOAG CITY — The supply
of Malaga fishin Ilocos Norte
province gotaboost through

the Bureau of Fisheries and -

Aquatic Resources (BFAR)

typhoon rehabilitation and

recovery program, thus en-

suring the recovery of ca-

lamity-hit coastal communi-
* ties.

Vanessa Abegail Dagda-
gan, BFAR senior aquacul-
turist, said the [locos Region
isknown as among the grow-
ers of Malaga, known inter-
nationally as Siganid or Rab-
bitfish.

Due to advances in technol-
ogy, Malaga can now be cul-
‘tured in cages or ponds.

Dagdagan said the cul-

tured variety can be harvest-

ed in five to sixmonthswhen
the fish has already reached
a marketable size of 200

grams to 300 grams per’

piece and can be sold at an
average price of PHP310
per kilo.

 “Itisapromising commodi-

ganid culture. -

ty due to its meat quality and
taste,” she said.

On Friday, BFAR distrib-
uted 40,000 Malaga finger-
lings to the 54 fish cage op-
erators in Barangay Gaang,
Currimao town, the initial
batch of recipients whose
businesses were ravaged by
Super Typhoon Egay and
Typhoon Falcon, which.
slammed the country consec-
utively in July and August,
among other tropical cy-
clones.

On Tuesday, 32 fish cage
operators from Paoay town
will receive between 500'and
1,000 pieces of Malaga finger-
lings. ’

To avail of the program,
Dagdagan said affected opera-
tors may enlist through the
municipal or city agriculture
offices.

According to BFAR, Tlocos.
Norte hasaround 39hectares of
potential aquaculture areas for®
brackish water that is fit for Si-
" PNA
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kanya«~kanyapg farm, ay nasa ?170
tq P175 lang per kilo (If you’re go-
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Briqnes, chqir;nan ,of, the Pork
Pl:qdugars; Federation of the Philip-

‘ ‘:kﬂos m51de Coldl storage ffaﬂﬂiﬁes)

ing to look at the farmgate price of pmesanisggcounmlpfmeth»- g

our pork from our respec;:veiarms, - pines, said the real dagger to local

; it's between 2170 to P175 per kilo),” I,t*aisﬁ'n:s is the high volume of im-
Briones said. “Ang mga backyard portedpoﬂ;eommgvintnthgcount;y ;

~nalulugi dyan. Ang mga efficient S

* na commercial farm sa pag—aala,ga- 31

~ ng baboy, yun lang ang tumatabla. -

So, ibig sabihin, mayroon tayong
‘sapatna%uplaywngbabnv nga
~ umaangat, eh (Backyard hog rais-
~ers have been losing money. Only
. the ,efﬁcient commercial farms that

 “Masyado kaming«apektado ng
unhn;ited Aimportation (We’re so
‘affected by the unlimited importa-
tion),” lamented the AGAP solon.
He ciaimed that some ‘60 million

.Bnones :

- raise hogs are bxeaking even. S A lul' ‘ -eﬁtlmported pork arrive on a
. that means we have enough supply  monthly basis. “Umaabot nga na 100
-~ of pork, althqqghthe armgate price milhonkilpsang aman ng cold stor-
hasn’t beenlgomg up) % ; 3 age, eh (There areup to 100 million

u

I T

sl

~ As such, Briones appealed to the

5 gevemment to no longer extend
‘Executive Order (EO) No.10, which
% lowered the

tariffs for agricultural
products like pork, rice, and corn.
S “Sababoy, malinaw na naghihi-

S Iap at nalulugi dahil sapagbababa _
Lk ;-ngxtaﬂpa(Clearly,thelowaredmriﬁs.
“have been a burden to hog raiseﬂs :

as they’ve been losmg monEy)
d. “Yandmxang nagiglng ;
i nang gus-

dahilan

tong Iﬂag*;mport dahil napakalaki

ng kinikita ng ating mga importer

~ (That’s alsoi:he.reasqn alot of people
- want to get into lmportaﬁon,becauqe i

‘the proﬂts are huge).”
i
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Govt vows to keep inflation in check

M

2

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE government will continue
implementing measures that will
keep inflation rate down and miti-
gate its impact, Finance Secretary
Benjamin Diokno said yesterday.

Diokno, in a briefing after the
sectoral meeting in Malacanang,
said the country’s headline inflation
eased to 4.9 percent in October
from 6.1 percent in September
which is lower than the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas® (BSP) fore-
cast of 5.1 to 5.9 percent.

The BSP projects inflation to
be within the 2 to 4 percent range
in the first quarter of 2024 and
around 4 percent in the second
quarter.

T~ “We are applying science to
anticipate the gap between how
much is needed by the economy
and how much should be import-
ed. We have to do that in a timely
manner, so the prices would no
longer be affected,” Diokno said.

He said among the mea-

sures the government has ad-

opted are the close monitoring
and assessment of market develop-
ments; the use of remote sensing
technology, particularly satellite,
for corn and rice production and;
the implementation of the ElNifio
mitigation and adaptation plan.

Diokno said the government
will also continue implement-
ing targeted interventions such
as subsidy for those affected by
higher inflation to protect such
as the vulnerable sector, farmers,
fisherfolks and members of the
public transport sector.

Diokno said the economic
team has also endorsed to the Pres-
ident the extension of the reduced
most-favored nation (MEN) tariff
rates on rice, corn, and pork under
Executive Order No. 10 to ensure
supply and keep prices down.

With barely a month towards the
end of the year, Diokno said a catch-
up plan should be pursued and
avoid underspending in the first
semester of next year, especially

See GOVT > Page A6

Onions are displayed at a stall at a public market in Manila on Jan.28, 2023. (Reuters Photo)
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among the local government units
(LGUs).

He said the economic team has
asked the President to encourage
'LGUs to boost their spending, as
he noted local governments’ “low
absorptive capacity to improve
.the quality of public goods and
_services that they are supposed

LIBRARY

GOVT

to deliver.”

As this developed, Diokno
reported to the President the
Philippines is the fastest growing
economy in Southeast Asia and is
poised to outgrow its peers in East
Asia and the Pacific.

Diokno also said based on the
forecast and optimism of inter-

Page: Al 9 AG
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national financial institutions, the
Philippines will continue to grow
despite the projected slowdown of
the wotld economy in 2024.

He said the economy will grow
around 6 percent this year and will
continue to grow at around 6.5
percent to 8 percent for the rest
of Marcos’ term.

Page 2 of

A



~ COFFEE |

REMATE

| AN& DIARYD NG MASA |

'l 3
Date: L3 NOV 20 Page: ot
= LIBRARY
OF AGRlCULTUﬂf—

IR DEPT.

- am

5\.

KUIIABAT_ TINUI.UNI}AN Nl B(ING G!I

busyon ng mga magsasaka sa. ﬁn}ancgment Act qi 2022,

suporta sa agrikultura, blnlsitaanl
dor Datu Pax Ali Maugudadatu,

nado ng RA 11953, na kllala rin
bilang New Agrarian Enmnctpa-
tion Act. :
- Inihain din ng senador ang

Senate Bill No. 2117 na nagla]a—
1 yonghyalur?

volleyball. mga nakal
gap rin ng mobile phone, ;
atgaresugsapatosmulasase- “Ni rtante na wa-

or. lang magutom. Sikapin nating
- Bukod dito, ang Depart-- bigyan ng karampatang-supor-
ment of Social Welfare and ta at proteksyon ang ating mga
Development ay- nagbngay'rng - maliliit na magsasaka na ku-
livelihood grants sa mga makayod araw-araw para masi-
pikadong benepisyaryo. gurong may pagkain sa ha-

- Miyembro ng Senate com- -kai : watpamﬂyang : g, R
mittee on agriculture, patuloy si  Pilipino,” dag C4. “Naisi] o
Gonanagsusulongpmsapag- Sch:;angﬁet vg-akdz. at ng
papalakas sxstema ngsu- ubli 11901,

* portasa a ture, Fisheries and Ru— ;

Ani Go, m kontri- _ Development Fmanmng

g papel sa.
no;mya ay hmdl mata-

tawaran Suporhahan natin sﬂa
kas sa kamlang sektorat pagpa-

Earson ng g:nate commxttee on
ealth and demography,

g may proble—
ma_ sa kalusugan na gamitin,

- kung kinakailangan, ang ser
bisyo Malasakit Center na mata-
tagpuan sa Sultan Kudarat Pro-
vincial Hospital sa bayan.

Ang programang %
Centers ay nagblbtgay ng
stop shop mna serbi prang
tulungan g mgar

: tusmE sapagpapagamot. n%er
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*  Patuloy na nagsusu-
19“9 ng Pwﬁﬂs ng

mgaslstenmg suportasa -

M:ngndaﬂatu al?g ‘mga
m a ng kape sa
s s:a“"&gfmpi.;f
_binigyan sila ng mg
Idinaos,ang relief ac-
hvitysaProvindal )
‘grounds higit-kumulang
magsasaka ang naka-

ang naxa-
ng mga kamiseta
at bola para sa basketball

' glyams.m
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Coffee farmers sa S, Kudarat tinulungan ni Bong Go

-atvolleyball. na-
D e ane:
phone, rall.t;a at pares ng

ng livelihood
kwalipika-

aryo.
Mlyambro ng Senate
* Committee on Agriculture,
si Go na nagsusu-

: sa pagpapala-
kas ng mga slstama ng
suporta sa agrikultura

Ani Go, rnalaldangkon—
Mnsa ng mga

sequridad sa pagkain.

“Dapat po masaya ang
ating mga magsasaka.
Dapat po ay kumita ang
gt;ng mga ré\:gastasaka

ila po ang su
talmnpo gobyemo,

ni Go.
Si Go ang isa sa may-
akda ng Republic Act

velopment Fii
hancement -Act of

na sa istruk-
turang pinansyal na su-
sa
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Russian wheat export prices rise

MOSCOW- Export prices for Rus-
sian wheat rose last week, helped
by a continuing drop in shipments
owing to stormy weather in ports,
analysts said.

The price of 12.5 percent pro-
tein Russian wheat scheduled for
free-on-board (FOB) delivery in
January was $235 per metric ton
last week, up $5 from the previ-
ous week, the IKAR agriculture

consultancy reported.

The Sovecon agriculture con-
sultancy pegged the same class
of wheat at $234-239 a ton FOB
last week.

“News about Black Sea storms
damaging or even destroying ships
in the region also could have pro-
vided some support. However,
bear in mind that we are approach-
ing a season of stormy weather, so

its not something extraordinary,”
Sovecon said in a weekly report.

The Black Sea region has been
hit by heavy storms since Friday,
disrupting logistics and damaging
homes and infrastructure. Three
people have been killed and hun-
dreds evacuated, state media said
on Monday.

Russia exported 0.72 million
tons of grain last week, down

Page of

from 0.81 million tons the previous
week. The exports included 0.56
million tons of wheat, compared
with 0.75 million tons the previ-
ous week, Sovecon wrote, citing
port data.

It lowered its estimate of wheat
exports in November by 0.1 mil-
lion tons to 3.8 million tons, com-
pated with 4.3 million tons a year
ago. - Reuters
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Wheat, soybeans firm

SINGAPORE- Chicago wheat
rose for the first time in three ses-
sions on Tuesday as bargain buying
supported the market although
improved health of the US winter
crop limited the upside potential
in prices.

Soybeans gained ground on con-
cerns over planting delays in top
exporter Brazil, where dry weather
is threatening to cut yields, while
corn was little changed.

«UJS winter crop ratings are bet-
ter than expected which has raised
hopes for supplies next year,” said
a Singapore-based trader. “But the
crop still has to go through the de-
velopment phase early next year.”

The most active wheat contract
on the Chicago Board of Trade
(CBOT) rose 0.3 percent to $5.62-
1/2 a bushel, after dropping 2.8
percent in the last session.

Soybeans added 0.4 percent to
$13.34-3/4 a bushel and corn was
unmoved at $4.75-1/4a bushel.

The US Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) on Monday rated 50
percent of the US winter wheat
crop in good-to-excellent condi-
tion, up two percentage points
from last week and a bigger im-
provement than most analysts
expected.

Export prices for Russian wheat
rose last week, helped by a con-
tinuing drop in shipments owing
to stormy weather in ports, ana-
lysts said. _

The price of 12.5 percent pro-
tein Russian wheat scheduled for
free-on-board delivery in Januaty
was $235 per metric ton last week,
up $5 from the previous week,
the IKAR agriculture consultancy
reported. - Reuters -

Page of



