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By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

The global rice market has been
stabilizing “somewhat” over
the past few months, but the
Philippine government’s move
to ramp up private-sector im-
ports and with the prevailing
risks from the El Nifo climate
phenomenon are keeping up-
ward pressure on prices.

This was according to Fitch
group subsidiary BMI Country
Risk and Industry Research, re-
ferring to a statement made by
Agriculture Secretary Francis-
co Tiu Laurel Ji. last week.

Last Nov. 20, Laurel told the
committee on agriculture and
food at the House of Represen-

tatives that he gave importers
less than five weeks to use the
permits granted to them—to
buy an additional 1 million tons
of rice from abroad to boost lo-
cal stocks—or else these would
be canceled.

He said that by assuring
that import permits are used
quickly, the DA could better
manage the supply of rice, the
country’s main food staple, and
avoid price surges that hurt
CONSUMmers.

In its report issued on
Wednesday, BMI said this move
by the DA “poses an upside risk
to short-term trade prices.”

BMI noted that the global
market has stabilized some-
what since the government of

India’s last July announced an
immediate ban on non-basmati
white rice exports.

However, the ban did not
cover government-to-govern-
ment deals, which included an
agreement to ship 295,000 tons
to the Philippines.

Still, as of October, the All
Rice Price Index of the United
Nations’ Food and Agriculture
Organization was pegged at 2.5
percent lower than in August in
the immediate aftermath of the
Indian ban.

On the other hand, the in-
dex was also 24 percent higher
than its level 12 months earlier
in October 2022.

“Itis our view that India’s rice
export restrictions will remain in

effect until after the April-May
legislative elections (in 2024),
which will support prices at re-
cent levels as will El Nifo risks,”
the research group said.

“In the short term, expected
import demand from Indonesia
and the Philippines will support
prices while crop conditions in
north-eastern Thailand, down-

graded to ‘poor’ at the end of
October,” it added.

~ Various analysts and think
tanks have raised the flag about
inflation in the Philippines re-
maining high in the coming
months, especially with the ex-
piration on Dec. 31 of Executive
Order No. 10 which temporarily
lowered tariffs on key exports
like rice, corn and coal. va
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The Manila Times

\/\ the rapid development

of technology today, there is
a need to make sure that science
and technology (S&T) outputs
truly contribute to societal change.
If that is not the case, S&T outputs
cannot be useful or can endanger
society as a whole.

We just need to look at how the
rapid development of artificial in-
telligence (Al) has caused worries
on how Al can potentially replace
millions of workers in the future.
Hence, there are calls to ensure that
Al will have a real positive impact
on businesses and industries, in-
cluding agriculture.

When it comes to agriculture,
the irony is there are numerous
S&T outputs to increase crop pro-
duction and improve value adding,
but much of these never get into
the hands of smallholder produc-
ers or agribusiness enterprises. This
has resulted in the Philippines
lagging behind in food and crop
production in Southeast Asia.

This view is echoed in a com-
mentary by Agriculture Undersec-
retary for Rice Industry Develop-
ment Leocadio Sebastian pub-
lished over https://transactions.
nas!.ph titled “Scaling S&T in the
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Scientists and societal change

MOVING
FORWARD

WILLIAM
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National Rice Program.”
“That the Philippines’ neighbor-
ing countries have far overtaken
us in agricultural development
remains to be a topic of public
discussion. My experience work-
ing with our Asean neighbors,
particularly Malaysia, Thailand
and Vietnam, has shown me where
we massively lag behind: we fail to
scale or commercialize many of
our S&T outputs and innovations.
We take for granted our societal
responsibility,” Sebastian said.

This is echoed by R.S. Paroda,
a Padma Bhushan Awardee and
secretary of Department of Agri-
cultural Research and Education
of India, who emphasized in an
article published in www.krishi-
jagran.com the need to link science
to society.

“For transforming our agri-
food system to be more resilient,
sustainable, productive and profit-
able, we have no other option but

to scale agricultural innovations
aiming at linking science to soci-
ety," Paroda said.

Becoming agents of
change

But we are also witnessing a grad-
ual reorientation in the attitude
of scientists and researchers with
more of them regarding them-
selves also as agents of change.

“We have not been taught to
work for societal outcomes or
impacts. We mistakenly believe
that this is not our responsibility
Should it not be our duty as S&T
workers to ensure that our work
transcends the boundaries of
our respective fields to effect real
change in people’s lives, societ-
ies and the world? It should be,”
Sebastian said.

Hence, Sebastian sees the ap-
plication and upscaling of S&T
outputs as critical to the success
of the Department of Agriculture’s
(DA) flagship program for rice, the
Masagana Rice Industry Develop-
ment Program (MRIDP), which
aims to increase the country’s rice
self-sufficiency level to 95 to 97
percent before the end of the term

of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
in mid-2028.

The MRIDP will employ tech-
nologies from the biological,
mechanical and digital spheres
to enable rice farmers to increase
their production and incomes.

And more importantly, the
MRIDP aims to make farmers as-
sume a significantrole in the entire
rice value chain.

Let me add that 100-percent rice
self-sufficiency will come naturallyif
Filipino farmers are empowered by
technology, integrated into the value
chain and have access to financ-
ing. That approach will also entice
younger people to become rice
farmers, and we all know how eager
the Filipino youth are in adopting
current and emerging technologies,
especially digitalization.

I have high hopes for the success
of the MRIDP. Also, the success
of that program will clearly dem-
onstrate the importance of giving
millions of farmers access to S&T
outputs.

Success of
Boochetana project

Scaling up S&T outputs to

millions of poor farmers was
successfully undertaken by the
International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (Icrisat) then under my
leadership through the Booch-
etana (Revive the Soil) project

‘in the Karnataka Region in India

from 2009.

Icrisat started with six dis-
tricts and 200,000 farmers, and
the project expanded to more
than 26,000 villages and 4.2
million farmers over the next
nine years. The Boochetana
project utilized science-backed
innovations, with millions of
farmers getting 20 to 66 percent
higher crop yields. Icrisat said in
its website this produced a net
benefit of around $453 million.

“It was extraordinary in that
it was successfully scaled up to
include all the districts in Kar-
nataka and also to other states
in the country,” Icrisat said in its
portal devoted to Bhoochetana.

The success of the Bhoocheta-
na can definitely be duplicated
in the Philippines as we already
have an army of researchers,
scientists and extension work-
ers ready to disseminate and

upscale S&T outputs in the
agriculture sector. :

The private sector is also more-
than ready to do its part. A’
good example is the forging of
at least 45 “big brother-small.
brother” partnerships under Go
Negosyo's Kapatid Angat Lahat
Agriculture Program (Kalap) that |
links organized farmers with es-
tablished agri-food companies.
Our partners in Kalap also intro-
duce and scale up technology in
the production systems of then
smallholder partners.

It is also imperative that the
application and scaling up of "’
technology be a permanent*
part of the long-term solutlons
to ensure the country's food'
security. And newly appointed
Agriculture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jr. has made it very
clear that one of the priorities
of the DA is to modernize the
country’s farming and fishery:
sector to ensure food secu-
rity. This pronouncement by,
Laurel should be supported
by the country’s scientists and
researchers, and for them to be
more conscious of their role in
societal change.

4
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‘ ANfLA w111 se;gld (qn
inspection mission to
; .Brazil as the South

A_Amencan country is. seeking sys-
tem-wide acuredltatxonnthat will
allowits establishmentsto export
animals, meat and meat‘-products
to the Philippines. .«
. Agriculture Secretary Franctsca

T1u Laurel Jr. issued Special Order

(SO) 1435 that formed and autho-
rized the sending of an inspection
mission to Brazil for the accredita-

tion of Brazilian foreign meat es-

tablishments (FMEs).
“Inviewoftheapplicationof the
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a‘hoh a‘D [Eep tment px’o&ucté to @he Ph111pp'1nes wh11e

ongnculture] Inspection Mission
for Foreign Meat Estahhshment
accreditation to, Brazil is hereby
created and shall be composed of
itechnical experts on border.con-
trol, animal health, and meat in-

~ spection from the National Meat

Inspection Service and the Bu- °

reau of Animal Industry [BAI],
Laurel said. "o
~ "Under prevailing rules and reg-
ulations, a country may seek two
types of accreditations to export
meat and meat products to the
Phlhppmes—a system—mde or an
FME-specific accreditation.

In a system-wide accreditation,
all locally accredited FMEs by an

Government of Brazil for Sysggql ; , ?poumggountzygan export meat

an FME-specific accreditation only
allows specific firms to ship meat
products to the country.
~«.“Prior.to accreditation, on-site
assessment of the veterinary ser-
vvices,animal healthandfoodsafety
controlofthe exporting countryhas
‘to'be undertaken,” Laurel added.
Under the order, the inspection

missionis tasked to prepare the im-
port risk analysis (IRA) design and
conduct the on-site inspection and
document validation.

~ Furthermore, the mission is
expected to prepare and submit

its report to the DA Accreditation

Review Board within 30 days from
the completion of.the'IRA, on-site

‘mgpgctlt#l ar 1qlat10n, \

Ty

s

at exporte

©The membérsiof the m1sszc¢n are
entitled to claim their respective
salaries, pre-departure expenses,
round-trip economy airfare, and

.50 percent of the daily subs :
allowance based on UND?%

g They are also ,gntztled to clot

allowance. . - . dii

Brazilhasisnow one of the Phll—
ippines’s key sources of imported
meat, particularly chicken and pork.

In 2022, Brazil was the country's
top chicken meatimport sourceand
was the second largest s\.tppher of
pork to the Philippines.

The country imported P35 256

million kilograms of chicken meat

and 79.109 million kilograms of
pork from Brazil last ygar, l'?sgd
on BAI data. B\ 7
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itdistributed assutalﬁ: 10} a
fishersinareasin Mmdananthatwere
recently struck by a strong earthquake.

- Inastatement, the DA said Agriculture
Secretary FranciscoTiu Laurel Jr. visited the
~ affected sites in Regiori 12 last Friday and
led the distribution ofthe government’s aid.

* “| came here to personally see the
situation after the earthquake,”Laurel told
‘workers gathered at the General Santns
Fish Port Complex. "l want ta see firsthand
what happened here and how we can help
‘our farmers and fishermen in Region 12, in

THEDepartment ongncuIture (DA)said

afapesind | |

A broader look at todays |
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DA extends aid to farmers, fishers in quake-hit Mindanao areas

Gengl and neighbnr]ng provinces.”:

still ongoing, Laurel said 54 individuals have

ugh im ators gmup§ in ”'b?eﬂ mq%tet-llstgg a;?eclﬁ!ent’sofnewﬁihmg

oronad (|tyto Ieadthe atlonallrrlgatlon
Administration’s distribution of P26.3 million
worthof machineriesand checks forindemnity
and loans in South Cotabato. =
In General Santos City, Laurel distrib-

‘uted vegetable seeds, coconut and banana

planting materials, fertilizers, and indem-

nity claims worth P4.7 million.

Hesaid three teams from the DA have been
deployed to help in the ongoing field valida-

“tion in various areas in Region 12 affected by

the earthquake. But even as the field work is

boats a
P2.08 million.
- The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic

Resaurces is also addressing the damage

caused by swells spawned by the earth-
quaketofish cages owned by the Malapatan
Fishermen Association worth P1.8 million.

The DA'is provisioning 1,000 pieces of
banana planting materials and 1,000 hybrid-
coconut seedlings for farmers affected by

the earthquake.
Laurel said other assastance may be

paraphernalia worth an estimated o

pm\nded after t e f ely assessment. He
 added ﬂnanr.liﬂa n;e?isli é
St ﬂ1e Agricultural Credit Po ounc
The agriculture secretary.made the
rounds in south-central Mindanao to
personally oversee the relief operations
on the farmers and fishers affected ‘by
the temblor. ({0 HIa N pat
On November 17, a 6.8-magnitude
earthquake rocked Sarangani, Davao O¢-

- _cidental and a large section of Mindanao,
killing several people andinjuring hundreds

while damaging hundreds of houses antl
infrastructures.
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AINSTREAMING newl
farrmng technology to
increase the productlon of

rice and other food items is the focus of
the Philippine Rice Research Institute’s
(PhilRice) Strategic Plan 20232028,

rrrrrr

-according to Pre51dent Ferdmand R.
Marcos ]r isye o

b |

In his message at- the 35th Na-
tional Rice Research for Deve]1
opment Conference dehvered by
Agrlculture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jr., the chief executwe
said the priority of the plan is to
~ disseminate new technologies that
willnot onlyincrease food produc-
tion but also lift farmers’ income.
“Rest assured that the govern-
ment shall continue to give pri-
macy toresearchand development
to ensure a sustainable rice value
chain,” Marcos said.

“We will also’continue to sup-

port the imt'hti‘ve%mdei‘taltéﬁ‘ﬁy

the Ph11R1ce in mtroducmg mod-
em agrlcultural bxotechnology to
1mprove rice production.”

- Amongtheinnoyations to bein-
trodu;:ed by PhilRice, an attached
agency of the Department of Ag-
riculture, is the: NSIC Rc 160—a
local premium rice, which will be
marketed as “Lakambini.”

Similar schemes, Marcos said,
will also be implemented for live-
stock, poultry, fisheries and high
value'crops.

The President stressed the im-

portance of strengthening the -

food value chain so the country

N LIBRARY
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can become food secure.

He said the measure will not
only .improve the productivity

‘of farmers, but also deter illegal

activities, such as smuggling and -

‘hoarding.

“In collaboration with relevant
law enforcement agencies, we will
continue to give priority to com-

Page
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 Conference was held at the DA-
PhilRice Central Experiment Sta-
tion in Mufioz, Nueva Ecija with
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~ Philippine Statistics
 (PSA) released data on food self-
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Frannsco'l‘iul’..amel]r con-
the > of the

priori ln research
amsu;evelo ment to en-

sure sustamable value
chain in the sector, partic-

ularly for rice. L

“Let us be
science-b strategies
glan resented in the Strategic

2023-2028 of the Philip-
pine Rice Research Insti-

everyday work,” Laurel
said in ing Presi-
dent Marcos as the of

Agriculture Sec:retary .
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government shall contin-
ue to give pri to re-
search and dev ent

to ensure a sustamnable
rice value chain. We will

also continue to rt
the initiatives mldm

by the PhilRice in introduc-

ing modern agncultural
bnglechnology to improve
rice production.”
mwww e
(R4D) Conference bears the
theme “Better Rice Com-
new stra an
Plu11]:»}:urlt::ggkcxtzl:a'I Research
Institute (PhilRice) for 2023-

The the
use of advanced science
and technology to create

prmrousnoemnmnnu

S

e
>

ﬂ?.

In l'ns message, the
Presadentsmd the admin-

T

agricultura prodncts
aﬁm enforcing laws

tgmrnstﬂkgglamMm

“While rice is the coun-
try’s staple food other

ment agencies, we will con-
tinue to g iority to com-
bati tivities

involvemr i g}-
duce,” he 3 (9

Page of



THE pHiLIPPINE

S UTH SHALL PREVAIL

Date; NNV %0, w1 Page: | 2 4

iz LIBRARY
h NEDT OF AGRICULTURE

I:nl!up reneurship said.
ar, Trade Secretary
Alf:edoPascual and other

i food,ltems regulprlyused ;
at Chnstmas for the Noche Buena in-
need to strict- ~ cluding pasta packages, -
‘the prices of spaghetti and tomato
to ensure ahap-  sauce, sandwich spread

- Christmas fdn fello and mnned goods. They
ilipino : oo  TumtoPage4 -
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| Villar .F;ﬁapagn- !

checked whether these items are
following the 2023 Price Guide for
Noche Buena products released by
the Consumer Policy and Advocacy
Bureau last Nov. 21.

Villar emphasized the impor-
tance of regular price monitoring
for the protection of consumers, in
-compliance with the Price Act. This

law ensures the availability of basic -

necessities and prime commodities
at reasonable prices at all times while
securing a fair return on investment
for businesses. 3

“We are very festive pe ple. The

yearly celebration of Noche Buena is
a fixture in the Filipino Christmas,”
the senator said.

Both Villar and Pascual called
for the public’s help in reporting
any merchant or vendor that is non-

compliant with DTI’s SRP and qual-

ity standards. For complaints, the
general public can report to the DTI
Hotline 1384 or to any social media
accounts of the agency.

In a Viber message,I;II!rade Ass:sd-
ta:'ll:'Se{:re’ri:l.lav.'| Amanda Nograles tol
The STAR that “based on our price
monitoring, we found that NB items
were sold below or at prices setin the
price guide.” o : b

Apart from Noche Buena items the
inspection also monitored the en-
forcement of technical regulations
of Christmas lights. “We were also
able to confiscate Christmas lights
without PS (Philippine Standard)
mark or ICC (Import Commod-
ity Clearance) sticker,” Nograles
added. Ty

" A s
‘roni, sala

- Nograles earlier said that out of
the 240 stock keeping units (SKUs),
around 35 percent or 83 SKUs have
implemented price increases of one
to five percent. Also, 15 percent or
37 SKUs posted price increases of six
to 10 percent, while 13 percent or 32
SKUs posted price increases of more

_ than 10 percent :

On the other hand, 21 SKUs post-
ed price decreases, while the prices
of 34 SKUs were unchanged..

The Noche Buena price guide
covers products such as ham, fruit
cocktail, keso de bola, cheese,

sandwich spread, mayonnaise,

pasta or spaghetti, elbow maca-
macaroni, spaghetti
sauce, tomato sauce and all-pur-
pose cream. =
~ Meanwhile, Interior Secretary
Benhur Abalos has directed local
fqvemmei\t' units to organize their
ocal Price Coordinating Council
(LPCC) to ensure stable supply and

~ prices of commodities during the

Christmas holiday. - :

Abalos said local chief executive.

- should keep ar eye on the prices of

Noche Buena items at their local mar-

- kets as the holiday season nears.

“The task of the LPCC is to protect
consumers. That’s why I trust you
will put measures in place to ensure
their interests are protected and they
get their money’s worth,” he said in

ino. A :
ﬂlealds said that the Department
of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) is working with DTI,
Degar_tme_nt of Agriculture (DA)
and other agencies to ensure that
consumers are not being taken ad-
vantage of. 3 :
The DILG chief said that local
officials have the power to ensure
stable supply and that the sellers are
sticking with the suggested retail
price of commodities. _
‘He warned sellers and retailers to
follow the SRP and avoid overpricing
their items. ;
_ The DA has assured the public

 that there are no problems with the

supply of pork and other commodi- -
ties this coming holiday. — Catherine
Talavera, Romina Cabrera
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TOPERSIST INTONEXT YEAR..

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

India’s export ban and the El
Nifioc phenomenon will keep
rice prices in the global mar-
ket elevated next year, ac-
cording to Fitch group sub-
sidiary BMI.

“It is our view that In-
dia's rice export restrictions
will remain in effect until af-
ter the April-May legislative
elections, which will support
prices at recent levels as will
El Nifo risks,” BMI said in an
emailed commentary.

The global data and re-
search firm is anticipating
India to retain its export ban
until the second half of next
year as the country won't risk
stoking (food) price inflation
in the run-up to the elections.

BMI revised upward its
average rice forecast to $15.95
per hundredweight (cwt) from
$15.50 per cwt for Chicago
Board of Trade (CBOT)-listed
second-month rough rice fu-
tures in 2024.

So far, rice prices have av-

eraged $16.39 per cwt since the
beginning of September but it
is estimating prices to decline
to $13.25 per cwt by 2027 or the
end of its five-year forecast.

In terms of export prices,
BMI noted the world market
has somewhat stabilized since
India’s decision to implement

‘an immediate ban on the ex-
port of non-basmati white rice
in mid-July.

“Prices remain elevated,
however, with the October
print also 24.1 percent higher
than its level of 12 months ear-
lier,” it said.

“In the short term, ex-

pected import demand from
Indonesia and the Philippines
will support prices while crop
conditions  in north-eastern
Thailand, downgraded to poor
at the end of October, will con-
tinue to be closely monitored
too,” it added.

BMI also said the El Nifio
will persist until April to June
next year, with a 35 percent

chance of the dry spell becom-'

ing a “historically strong” event
between November and Janu-
ary next year, based on the US
meteorological ~department’s

‘latest update.

Rice, a staple food among

' Filipinos, is a water-sensitive

crop that is susceptible to
water shortages.

“The department’s lon-
ger-term forecasts also point
to an extended period of below
average rainfall, commencing
in February 2024, stretching
from northeastern Thailand
over Laos, Cambodia and Viet-
nam to the Philippines,” the
research firm said.

“In the absence of Indi-
an rice exports, Thailand and
Vietnam would be expected
to account for a sizable share
of global rice deliveries, which
will render trade prices sensi-
tive to weather conditions in
either market,” it added.

BMI is projecting the glob-
al rice sector to incur its third
consecutive deficit, seen to
improve by 4.9 million metric
tons (MT) in 2024 against the
projected deficit of 9.7 million
MT this year.

The Philippines has so far
imported 2.93 million MT of
rice, mostly from Vietnam,
based on the Bureau of Plant
Industry’s tally as of Nov. 16. Na
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FROM FLOODING CAUSED BY SHEAR LINE

Agricultural damage
hits P202 million

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL :

GRICULTURAL damage due to

flooding caused by the shear line that

affected the country in the past week
has almost doubled and reached P202.89
million, the Department of Agriculture (DA)
said on Wednesday, November 29. :

The DA's latest bulletin showed that
a total of 7,521 metric tons of com-
moditiessuchasrice, com, high-value
crops and livestock were lost.

To date, the number of farmers af-
fected by the flooding stood at 8,322.

According to the DA, they are

continuously “monitoring the actual-

weathersituation and field conditions
in the areas affected by the shear line.”

Among the affected commod-
ities, the biggest damage was
reported in rice with an estimated
loss of about P189.8 million fol-
lowed by corn with P2,15 million.

The high-value crops, meanwhile,

posted atotal loss worth P8.44 mil-
lion; livestock and poultry at P2.18

- million; and cassava at P128,860.

Damage was also reported in
irrigation facilities with an esti-
mated loss of P200,000.

Provinces affected by the shear line
indude Albay, Masbate, Sorsogonand
the province of Samarwith an affected

. area of about 8,446 hectares.

. Amnel de Mesa, DA assistant sec-

: maxyéndspokesmmassuredmat

farmers will still be able to harvest
by April to March next year as the
flooding coincides with the planting
season this month of November.
He added that equipment will
be provided to ensure quick
recovery of the damaged farm-

lands and affected farmers.

On the other hand, the de-
partment’s regional field office
has readied interventions for the
affected farmers which include
P29.30 million worth of rice, corn
and assorted vegetable seeds, and
P211,500 worth of native chicken.

‘The Agricultural Credit Policy
Council, meanwhile, is open to
provide loans through its Survival
and Recovery Loan Program worth
P50 million. Each farmer can avail a
loanable amount of up to P25,000
payable in three years at zero interest.

Moreover, the 2024 Quick
Response Fund is also available
for the rehabilitation of affected
areas, according to the DA.
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llocos mung bean farmers cope with demand

MUNG bean (munggo) farmers
in the town of Caba, La Union,
are boosting their output as de-
mand for the crop in Denmark is
increasing.

The crop, known as “galog” or

“balatong” in Ilocano, is cultivated

by the San Fermin Agrarian Re-
form Beneficiaries Multi-Purpose
Cooperative (San Fermin ARB),
among others.

Eduardo Balanag, San Fermin
ARJ manager, said the ISEED
Marketing Cooperative in Vigan,
Tlocos Sur, buys the bulk of their
. mung bean produce and exports

the crop to Denmark.

The cooperative said most of
what is exported to Denmark is
consumed by a growing number
of Asians in the European country,
including Filipinos working and
residing there. ‘

The Department of Agriculture-

Philippine Rural Development
Project (DA-PRDP) said the Ilo-
cos Region is the top producer of
mung bean in the country, con-
tributing 33.5 percent to national
production.

“We continue to look for more
farmers with whom we may col-
laborate to fulfill the required
volume needed by our buyers,
Balanag said.

“We are also encouraging other
farmers to sell to us their mung
bean produce that meets the re-
quired quality,” he said adding the
cooperative will buy their produce
at a good price.

Based on its official Facebook

page, the San Fermin ARB is pay-
ing farmers P25 per 250 grams for
their mung bean harvest. =

Balanag said in jest that mung
bean is a lazy person'’s crop. “You
just sow the seeds after rice plant-

ing, and it grows on its own. We
only visit the plants during harvest
time,” he added. .

The San Fermin ARB was able
to upscale its mung bean pro-
duction after it received P3.3
million under the DA-PRDP.
Within six years, the cooperative
was able to enter the markets in
La Union, Baguio City, Urda-
neta City and Vigan City, all in
the Tlocos Region (Region 1), as
far as Tanza, Cavite.

“There is income and demand
for the crop and to date, our
cooperative is still looking for
other farmers who can help us

‘meet the required supply at the

local and international markets,
Balanag said.

“Influencing farmers has be-
come one of the challenges we are
facing in our cooperative. Farmers
know the benefits of planting

mung bean and yet very few have

-switched to mung bean farming,”

he added.

Mung bean (Vigna radiata)
crop is one of the best plant-based
sources of protein. It is rich in es-
sential amino acids, antioxidants
and nutrients that may help reduce
blood pressure, low-density lipo-

protein or “bad” cholesterol levels

and heart disease risk. j

In the Ilocos Region, the hard,
dark green to yellow-green col-
ored legume makes up the typical

Filipino diet, especially during the .

ramy season,
Balanag said mung bean is also
1deal for rotation with rice or comn

asit hgl_psgincreaselthnyleldof the .

latter two crops b g nitrogen
to the soil. Nitrogen is a macro-
nutrient essential for plant growth
and development.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO

B Photo shows the mung bean produce of the San Fermin Agrarian Reform Beneﬁdaries Muitl-l’urpose Cooperative PHOTO FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ,
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Experts encourage
urban farming

, EX?ERTS‘ from the agricul-

ture sector are pushing
urban and peri-urban ag-
riculture to help address
food security and sustain-
ability challenges.

During the Pandesal
Forum held at Kamuning
Bakery Café in Quezon City
on Monday, the experts
urged Filipinos to go into
outdoor and indoor farm-
ing, vertical or multilevel
farming, and peri-urban

agriculture where vegeta-

bles are planted in areas
that are peripheral or near
urban centers.

“|t's a way of sustainable

' living,” Glenn Panganiban,

director of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture-Bu-
reau of Plant Industry, said
during the forum.
Panganiban emphasized
the importance of adopt-
ing and supporting urban

' farming to ensure food

sustainability, emphasiz-
ing this will not displace
crop production in the
rural areas.

“Urban and peri-urban

‘agriculture do not replace

rural production, but
rather complements it. It is
a way of sustainable living
because we produce food
in our cities and inour -
own communities,” Pan-
ganiban said.

University of Arizona
professor Joel Cuello said
that urban and peri-urban

farming can be done open-

air or indoor, and high-
lighted the importance of
vertical and indoor farm-
ing in the Philippines.
“For urban agriculture to
really prosper, we need to

incorporate some forms of

vertical farming or indoor
farming, so that it will be
climate resilient,” Cuello
added.

Under a vertical farming set
up, crops are cultivated using
vertically stacked layers. The
more advanced vertical farm-
ing systems use hydroponics
to irrigate crops.

Cecilio Pedro, president i

of the Federation of Fili-

pino Chinese Chambers of "

Commerce and Industry
Inc., said that business-

men can invest in agricul- - .
ture, but thereis aneed .

for the government, the

academe and private sec- !
_ tor to cooperate.

“We, the people in-
volved in business, are
wil!ing to invest as long

PT. OF AGRICULTURE

as we're going to see that

it’s going to be profit-

able in the future so that M5

we can sustain the op-

eration. It is a very tough .

job, and we need every-
one’s help,” Pedro said.
For William Dar, senior
adviser of Go Negosyo's
Kapatid Angat Lahat Agri-
culture Program and The
Manila Times columnist,

adY

farmers must be given ac- .
cess to technologies and -

organized into coopera-

tives so they can be part of

the value chain.

“Let’s make Philippine
agriculture as a business
proposition. Let’s not
plant without using tech-

"' nologies’ or innovations, ¥

and cluster ourselves

into cooperatives so that

we can partner with the

private sector and be part
of the value chain system,” .

Dar added.

The DA said that it is
partnering with the pri-
vate sector and other
government agencies to

sustain urban farming and

beri-urban farming. Also,
it announced last August
that it is leveling up its

urban agriculture program .

with a higher budget and

forging more partnerships, .

to ensure food security.
Also, Panganiban has
said that starting next

year, the Agriculture de-

partment will forge more
partnerships and seek a
higher budget for its Na- .-

tional Urban and Peri-Ur- =

ban Agriculture Program.
ALEXANDRA J. FURIO
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Sargassum can boost
blue economy — study

BY CONRAD M. CARINO

~Y ARGASSUM, a brownish seaweed, can have a
, big impact on the blue economy, a study from
\._7 the University of San Carlos (USC) showed.

The study by Danilo Largo
of 1ISC titled “The Culture of
Sargassum in the Philippines:
Present and Future Prospects for
Blue Economy” showed that the
seaweed variety is not very visible,
but its extract has applications in
the food industry.

“IMany of you may not be familiar
with sargassum, perhaps because
this marine organism is not easily
seen, although it is very ubiquitous
sometimes during the year, forming
blooms that float around at the end
of the year,” Largo said.

He identified some potential
products that can be extracted
from the brownish seaweed, in-
cluding sargassum alginate, which
can be used in the food industry
as an emulsifier, thickener or sta-
bilizing agent or in the biomedical
industry as a microencapsulating
or radiography agent.

It is also being used to create
bioplastics, which can be used in
food packaging to reduce the use
of synthetic plastics.

“So, why are we interested
in sargassum? What caught our

attention? It is so abundant in
other parts of the world, but on
this side of the Pacific, we are
trying to culture them. They form
an underwater forest. They allow
organisms to thrive — serving as
habitat, shelter, feeding ground,
nursery, spawning and breeding
grounds for a lot of marine or-
ganisms. No other seaweed in the
tropics can compare to the size
and biomass of sargassum. Other
countries have already utilized it
for a wide range of applications,”
he said.

Sargassum is also believed to
have anti-cancer and prebiotic
properties as well as antioxidative
and antimicrobial properties.

Another important potential
use of sargassum is seaweed-based
animal feed, which can reduce

methane gas emissions in cattle
and substantially reduce green-
house gas emissions.

Studies have also shown that
aquatic animals fed with sargas-
sum-based feed had improved
immune systems, Largo said.

However, despite the potential of
the brownish seaweed, it is still not
utilized widely in the Philippines.

“There is still a standing policy
of prohibiting harvesting, whether
it comes from the natural popula-
tion or from the cultured sargas-
sum. The solution here is really
to introduce the culture of sargas-
sum for a sustainable supply of
seaweed, " Largo said. :

He added that the cultivation
and utilization of sargassum can
contribute to the development of
the country's blue economy.
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of younger generationsleaving

IN response tothe current trend
the agncultural sector, a law-

maker has introduced a b111 that :

aims to encourage and support
young farrners N
_ In filing House Bill 9329 or
the Magna Carta of Young Farm-
ers Act of 2023, Davao City Rep.
Paolo Duterte said his bill seeks to
give incentives to young farmers.
“The Philippine Statistics Au-
thority [PSA] reports on the em-
ployment drop in the agricultur-
al sector, accounting for a total
employment fall of 24.5 percent,
or 9.7 mllhon, in October 2020,
24.6 percent [10. 77 m1Il1on] in
October 2021 and 22.5 percent
[10.60 r;nlhon] in October 2027""
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House bill pushes for grant of incentives to young farmelis

Duterte sald

- Citing a 2020 study by former E

Umvers1ty of the Philippines (UP)
Anthropology professor Florencia

‘Palis, Dutertesaid the. averageage

ofa Filipino farmer is 53, suggest-

.;ngapotentlal shortage of farmers

1n the next 12 years.

“His bill aims to formahze the
Magna Carta to protect the rights
of young farmers, coveringaspects

such as food security, education,

training, and land access.
“Considering the consistently

high povertyincidenceratesin the

agricultural sector, the shift out of

the sector will continue, and food
‘security will be endangered if the

recuperation of the 'sector is not
given the utmost priority.”

He added that agrlcultural de-
velopment initiatives should ex-
tendbeyond increasing production

and subsidies, emphamzmg the
need to “incentivize” the youth
who are opting for more lucrative

professions in urban areas.

S :;I‘b,:’
‘

] Phil pﬁnevlnstztutg for
Deve opment Studles (PIDS) attri-

butes the Iong—term movement of

workers out of agriculture to the
carrelatlon between average daily
basic pay and level of education,

‘whichtendstobe strongerin other
~ sectors than agriculture.”

The proposed legislation also
includes the establishment of the
National Young Farmers and Fish-
erfolks Council, which will serve

‘as an advisory, recommendatory,

and consultative body to ensure
the success of programs and ac-
tivities for young farmers.
Add:tlonally, it suggests ensur-
ing equal access to quality educa-
tion and training and encourag-

ing partners]:nps w1th state uni-
versities and colleges (SUCs) for
technology transfer. Graduates
with an agriculture and fisheries

‘specializationunder the K~12 cur-
riculum would be el1g1b1e for schol- -

arship grantsinrelated courses at
any SUC.

The b111 also aims to ensure
that young farmers are glven

eequal access to farm technologies

and mechamzatlon, ensure inno-
vation, development, and prolif-
eration of young farmer-friendly
technologies and mechanization
in agricultural production and
processing; equal access to for-

‘mal sources of credit and cap1tal

including forms of cleanloans and
mortgage, redemption, andmsur-

~ ance; and an equltable share of
‘the produce of farms and aquatxc

resources.
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MAY HALONG BAKTERVA

NAGBABALA sa publlko, ang United naryﬁlucauoﬂ'm si Palak Patel kung pa- ""
States Defarl:mento Agncu]tureﬂ)‘SDA) paa.no maiiwasan ang actena sa mg;

Gawm ang paghhms sa kutsilyo, tools

matapos lumabas sa pinakah _ - at cutting boards bago at
“pag-aar. tong Agosto na ang matapos na g manok.
paghuhug ng ‘raw. ‘poultry’ ay § H.mdl rin inirerekomenda
may mga germs’ na nagbibigay ng alagay sa contamerng

¥ manok ago ito ilagay sa

er dahil maaring matapen ang

katas nito na may bacteria.

Mas mainam na ilagay ito

sa package bag at xlggay saiba-

ba ng freezer. ]

) Lutuin ang m: ‘sa loob
' ng 48 oras at hindi i na dapat

_ibalik sa free -
"gal na_ anbzgdahxlﬁlg
ito

54 mga tao na magkaroon

pané?:ilbome illness. =
z Sa pag-aaral ;l-lguhUSDA’
asan na pa ugas
E:uitry a;-‘r-:gkakahlha ng €
na nilinis na ang lababo may 14%
pa umanong bacteria na naiiwan.

Nabatid rin sa 26% na lumahok
sa pag-aaral ay naililipat umano 3
ang mga bacteria sa ready to eat 'ing m ag-develop
na salad lettuce. ., -mapanganib na bacteria. (Ju-

Kaugnay nito, sinabi naman ni Chef manok. Dapat amya 1toug lnusm sama- liet de Loza-Cudia)
at educator- mula sa Insutute of Cu]l- qus na lugar, kasama ang inyong
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Soybeans, wheat rise

CHICAGO- Chicago soybean
futures climbed more than 1
percent on Tuesday on concerns
that scorching weather condi-
tions in South America were
taking a toll on crops, while the
market also drew support from
a fresh round of private sales by
US exporters.

Chicago Board of Trade
(CBOT) wheat also rose more
than 2 percent , recovering from
contract lows on Monday while
corn declined on burdensome
supplies.

CBOT January soybeans
jumped 16-3/4 cents to close at
$13.46-1/2 per bushel. Soybeans
were supported by drought condi-
tions in Brazil that are threatening
crops as a récent bout of rains has
not diminished ongoing concerns
over the hot and arid weather in
key growing areas.

“For soybeans, it may be over-

sold a little bit and weather-related
(with) uncertainty in the northern
areas of Brazil and Argentina,”
said Bill Lapp of Advanced Eco-
nomic Solutions. - Reuters
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Brisk export orders stoke basmati rice prices in India

NEW DELHI- New season
basmati rice prices in India have
surged this year due to robust
demand from the world’s top
buyers in the Middle East and
Europe, forcing bulk buyers in
wholesale grain markets to pay
10 percent to 15 percent more
than last year.

Last month’s decision to cut a
floor price for basmati rice ex-
ports to $950 a ton from $1,200
a ton has spurred a flurry of ex-
port contracts, boosting demand
and pushing up prices in most
wholesale markets of top grain
growing states, farmers said.

This month, Reuters reported
that India signed contracts to
export about 500,000 metric tons
of new season basmati rice, indi-
cating brisk ovetseas sales of the
premium aromatic variety.

Wholesale prices of one of
the top basmati rice varieties
have jumped to around 50,000
rupees ($599.93) a ton, up from
45,000 rupees a ton last year, said
Sukrampal Beniwal, a basmati rice
grower from the northern state of

Workers weighing and pack paddy bags at Sitapur market, in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh. (Reuters Photo)

Haryana.

Prices of some other varieties
have touched 46,000 rupees a ton
against last year’s 40,000 rupees,
he said.

“Rice millers and exporters are
flocking to wholesale markets to
buy basmati from us to meet their
export obligations and it looks like

demand is likely to be strong,”
Beniwal said.

Households, especially in ur-
ban areas, are spending 20 per-
cent to 40 percent more on
their basmati rice consumption,
according to the latest survey by
Local Circles, a New Delhi-based
consultancy.

India annually exports more
than 4 million tons of basmati
- a premium long-grain variety
famed for its aroma - to Iran,
Iraq, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and the
United States, among others.

Europe is another big market
for the rice. - Reuters
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NESTLE’S mﬁee nperatinus in I!ien l-loa th, llletnam. mmmm

Nestle says India and China are
’blg focus’ for coffee growth

for Nestle SA, with the food gianthul[ish

on the outlook for Ccmsumptmn growth
in the world’s most pupulnus countries,
according o the global head of strategy.

 "We have a really strong footprint in

Asra and we are really bullish about those
markets that have very low. per capita
consumption,” P,]'lillpp Navratil; head of
Nestle’s coffee strategic busmess unit,
said in an interview in Vietnam’s Dak Lak
province. “China is really a big focus and
India is a big focus.”

Nestle'spresencein Asia mcludes instant
coffee operations in Vietnam, which is the
‘world's biggest producer of robusta beans.
‘Futares for the variety in London surged
to a record earlier this yeal on concerns
aroufid tightening supply, and the onset of
El Nino is expected tobring dner conditions
in growlng areas.

Navratil said the Philippmes and
“lhalland are key markets for the Swiss
maker of Nespresso and Nescafe, lncludmg
for soluble and ready-to- drmkproducts He
added that Pakistan and Africa are other

 regions for consumption growth.

| NDlA ancl (hma are key coffee markets

T_th e's

There'san opportunity“toreally build coffee
markets outlof those huge pnpulatrons,
he said: g

Tyson's plant-a

TYSON Foods Inc. officially opened one
of its most advanced plants in the United
States, where robots will help boost the
ctﬁnpan s capacity to turn chicken meat

into value-added items such aslhuggets.

antlfull;ltookedwings pIORAY

““In‘India, China, sub-Saharan Africa,
l:ljllrgn ppoplqtllaﬁdrlnklessﬂianf )
20 cups per year”on averagi Navratil said.

The 5300 mrllion plant in Danville,
Virginia will prudUce roughly 4 million
pounds of Tyson-hrand chicken products
a week when it reaches full capacity

' early next year, accordtng tn a company

spukesperson The first of five lines at
~ the 325 000—square-fnot plant began
productlon in mid September, about two
years after construction began,and asecond
line was put into service earlierthis month.

“This brand new Danville facility

represents a pivotable move in our

company’s history,“Tyson's Chief Executive
Officer Donnie King said Tuesday ataribbon-
cutting event at the plant. “It represents a
strategic growth drive, which is key for us
aswe ccmtinue to build| posmve momentum

_ and drive proﬁtabrlity in our business.”

Tyson is seeking to expand its value-
added business, whrch is typlcally seen
asmore resilienti in economic dnwnturns,
as part of efforts to accelerate long—term
gruwth The push comes. when the meat
giant is struggling with an unusual

combination of headwrnds that sent

profits at its beef, chicken and pork
operations to the lowest levels in more
_ thana decade last year.The company has

' 'closgd or announced shutdowns of six

clricken plants as it seeks to slash costs
and become more efficient. =~
The Danville plantis part of Tyson's 2021

plan to invest $1.3 billion in automation, ;

with the goal of reducing labor costs and

increasing yields. The facility uses robots -
" to execute some of the most difficult roles

‘on the production floor, including packing
and lrfting boxes on pallets, King said. Still,
the project is expected to create nearly 400
jobs for the southern Vtrglma region, the
CE0 said. Bloomberg News.
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