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 Group asks Marcos
- to intervene in sugar pricing

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

Sugar farmers are calling for
government intervention amid the

continued decline in prices of sugar,
noting that it has been dropfping to

a level way below the comfortable
profit margin for sugar producers,
_ parﬁéularlfr small farmers.
Manuel Lamata, United Fed-
~eration of Sugar Producers president,
said in a statement issued yesterday
that their group has asked President
‘Marcos and ; I
- Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. for a possible
state intervention as sugar prices
| continue to plummet to P2,500 in the
‘past two weeks in Negros.

He said this is even lower in

Bukidnon at P2,300 levels, way below

the price levels of P3,200 in the same

period last year.

“This is very disconcerting be-
cause mill gate prices are now at P50
per kilo which is way lower than our
production costs. Moreover, retail
prices continue to remain at P80
to P85 per kilo and the farmers are

griculture Secretary”

clearly not profiting from the local
market prices,” Lamata said.

He emphasized that fuel and fer-
tilizer prices are also on the rise and
“if this continues, we cannot sustain
the situation and farmers may not be
inclined to produce for next year’s.

illing season.” - ¥

With this, Lamata said that consulta-
tion among the various sugar associa-
tions under their umbrella has led to an

- “urgent appeal for the national govern-

ment to intervene and buy our sugar.”
“Please help us and the five mil-
lion dependents of the sugar indus-
try who will clearly not be enjoying
the holidays under this condition.
We fear that many workers will be
displaced and their dependents go
hungry,” Lamata said, adding that
most farmers were hoping that the
pronouncements of tﬁe President
that sugar prices should not go down
below P3,000 will start to kick in.
“We know President Marcos’ heart
is with and for the farmers as he has
told us so, and we are calling for his in-
tervention on this matter,” he also said.
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Logistics improvements
for agriculture to boost
domestic food security .

AN improved logistics sector can lower the cost of moving agricultural products and alsoi
help enhance food security in the country, an official of the American Chamber of Com-,
merce of the Philippines (AmCham) told The Manila Times.

- AmCham Agribusiness Committee Chairman Christopher llagan said in a Viber mes-

i Asage!hat logistical costs make up between 20.and 40 percent of the price of agncultura&
products in the Philippines.

Also, the cost of storage and the movement of agricultural products have become paun
points for farmers. .

Ilagan said that an improved |0gIStICS sector with appropriate post-harvest infrastruc
ture will help address those issues, which, in tum, can contribute to the advancement of
food security in the country. 3

“Appropriate post-harvest infrastructure . ... (and) improved logistics can help reduce
spoilage and waste, while if done at scale, can produce more efficient logistics networks-

| acoss the country;” he said.

| "Reducing the amount of handling across the supply chain through the same improved
infrastructure will remove the middle layers that require their respective margins”he ~ -
added. “Also, the lower costs of storing and moving agricultural products can resultin -
Filipinos have improved availability, accessibility and affordability to food and agncultural
products.”

llagan is also upbeat about the pronouncement of Agriculture Secretary FranascoTu
' ~ Laurel Jr. that one of his priorities is to enhance logistics:
and reduce middlemen in the agri-fishery value chain. -

“Given its (logistics) substantial contribution to the -
price of agriculture products, a focus on how to reduce .
logistics costs, Sec. Tiu Laurel Jr. proposed a sound pohcy,
he said.

llagan is also upbeat on Laurel’s proposal to boost the
farming sector through the utilization of technologies,
mechanizing farming, expanding irrigation coverage, and
providing farmers with better seeds.

In April, llagan said that Philippine agriculture has the
potential to be globally competitive, but this will depend
on policies and programs implemented for the sector. - |

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Ban on bird/poultry
imports lifted by DA

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) has lifted the temporary ban
on poultry products originating
from Ireland and the Netherlands.

In separate memorandum or-
ders issued by the DA, the entry
or importation of domestic and
wild birds and their products
including poultry meat, day-old
chicks, eggs, and semen from
Ireland and the Netherlands is
now allowed.

In the case of Ireland, this was
supported by the official self-
declaration report of the country
in the World Organisation for Ani-
mal Health (WOAH) that all cases
of the H5N1 highly pathogenic
avian influenza (HPAI) of bird flu
have ended.

Supporting documents were
also submitted by Ireland’s Chief
Veterinary Officer, Veterinary ser-
| vices Department of Agriculture,
' Food and the Marine, showing that
' there were no additional outbreaks
of the animal disease.

“In accordance to the provisions
of the Chapter 10.4 of the WOAH
Terrestrial Animal Health Code,
Ireland is now free from HPAI”
the memo signed by Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
stated.

The DA said the risk of con-
tamination from importing live
poultry, poultry meat, and the
other state products from Ireland

is negligible. -
“All shipments coming fro'm

Ireland Port shall be al]owéd
provided that the products were
slaughtered/produced on or after
November 20, 2023 as endoréed
by the National Competent Au-
thority of Ireland,” the memo
stated. &

In a separate order, the DA also
lifted the temporary ban on the
importation of the same products
originating from the Netherlands
after it was declared free from
HPAL

The department, meanwhile,
noted that all import transactiens
of the mentioned commodities
shall be in accordance with its
existing rules and regulations.

Entry of poultry products origi-
nating from the Netherlands was
banned in August 2023. Accord-
ing to data from the Bureau of
Animal Industry (BAI), an agency
under the DA, the Netherlands
supplied the Philippines last year
with 857,400 kilos of chicken,
equivalent to 0.20 percent of the
411.07- million kilo total chncken
imports in 2022. :

In 2022, chicken imports ranked
second with a 30.29-percent share
in the country's total meat imports
while pork accounted for the big-
gest share at 710.36 million kilos
or 52.36 percent of the total.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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Sugar producers ask govt to buy their produce

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE United Federation of Sugar
Producers (UNIFED) has asked
the government to buy locally-
produced sugar to encourage
traders to increase their buying
prices.

Manuel Lamata, UNIFED
president, in a statement, asked
for a possible state interven-
tion from President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. and Department of

Tiv Jtuas sugar prices have
dropped to P2,500 per 50 kg bag
(LKG) in the past two weeks in
Negros.

Lamata said prices are even
lower at P2,300 per LKG in
Bukidnon which are way below
the price levels of P3,200 in the
same period last year.

‘Sugar Regulatory Administra-
tion millsite monitoring showed
composite price of raw sugar as

LAMATA

of November 12 or two weeks
earlier than UNIFED data, was
at P2,658.71 per 50 kg bag, high-
er by at least P158.71 per LKG.

prices have plunged way below
production cost which is cur-
rently around P2,500 per LKG.

“This is very disconcerting
because mill gate prices are now
at P50 per kilo which is way lower
than our production costs. Retail
prices continue to remain at P80
to P85 per kilo and the farmers
are cleatly not profiting from the
local market prices,” Lamata said.

Lamata added fuel and fertil-
izer prices are also on the rise.

UNIFED fears local produc-
ers may not be able to sustain
production for next year’s milling
seasomn.

“Please help us and the five
million dependents of the sugar
industry who will clearly not be
enjoying the holidays under this
condition and we fear that many
workers will be displaced and
their dependents go hungry,”
Lamata said.

The group said farmers are

holding on to government’s
pronouncements that sugar pric-
es should not go down below
P3,000 per LKG.

Lamata said in a text message
government can buy local sugar
for at least P2,800 per LKG to
encourage traders to increase
their buying prices.

“Once government kickstart
at that price, hopefully the trad-
ers will scramble and buy higher
with the present state of fertilizer
prices and fuel prices and labor.
Our cost of production is hover-
ing at P2,500 (per LKG) more or
less. It’s really bad for us now;,”
Lamata said.

Based on DA’s monitoring of
public markets in the National
Capital Region, ptevailing retail
price as of Friday ranges from
P72 to P100 per kg for refined
sugar, P70 to P96 per kg for
washed sugar and P65 to P96 per
kg for brown sugar.
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DA turns over farm machineries to N. Ecija

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA), through the Philippine
Center for Postharvest Develop-
ment and Mechanization (Phil-
Mech), turned over P398.5 million
worth of agricultural machinery
and postharvest facilities to the
provlnce of Nueva Ecija last week.

rure Secretary Francisco
aurel J. led the distribution
of 125 units of machinery to 88
qualified farmers’ cooperative and

association (FCA) which were pro-
cured under the Rice Competitive-
ness Enhancement Fund (RCEF).

Laurel said the machinery
awarded will be the key to harmo-
nious relationship between farmers
and the government.

Farm machines that were dis-
tributed include five units of
four-wheel tractors, 22 units of
hand tractors, nine units of walk-
behind transplanters, 21 units of
riding type transplanter, four units
of precision seeders, 22 units of

rice combine harvesters, nine units
of single-pass rice mills; 13 units
of six-ton recirculating dryers, 13
units of twelve-ton recirculating
dryers, four units of 1.5-ton per
hour (tph) mult-stage rice mills,
two units of 2-3 tph multi-stage
rice mills and one unit of 4-5 tph
multi-stage rice mills.

“This is the biggest one-day
distribution of farm machines and
it cleatly demonstrates how Phil-
Mech has sustained the distribu-
tion of machinery and conducted

various trainings for beneficiaries
under the RCEF-mechanization
program. Our ultimate aim is to
modernize the countryside and
make it contribute more to na-
tional economic development,”
said Dionisio Alvindia, PhilMech
executive director, in a statement.

PhilMech said that in Nueva
Ecija alone, a total of 935 units
of various rice machinery and
equipment were turned over to
444 FCAs from 2019 to 2023
under RCEF.
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DA keen on scheme that will boost farmgate prices of sugar

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
Y@jearcalas

r ] VHE Department of Agri-
culture (DA) is planning

 to implement a buy-and-

sell scheme that seeks to raise the

farmgate prices of sugar and pull

down retail prices.

Agriculture Secretary Fran-
cisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the DA is
crafting a plan that would utilize
government funds to buy sugar
from farmers at higher farmgate
prices and sell the same stocks
to consumers at lower prevailing
m_a;ket price_s.‘ ;

Laurel said, hm-v'elver‘,‘tl"nat the

planrequires clearance from Presi-
dent Marcos Jr. The DA aims to
start the buy-and-sell program

by January.

He said this is the response of
the DA to the continuous drop in
farmgate prices of sugar despite
the elevated retail prices of the

- sweetener. He noted that “some-

where down the sugarvalue chain,
somebody is profiteering.”
“Sugar prices are high at the re-
tail [level] but farmgate prices are
declining—it's now P2,550 [per
50-kilogram bag]. There’s an in-
tervention that we are planning
to do with the clearance of the
President wherein we will have
some funds that will be used
by GOCCs [government-owned

and -controlled corporations] to |

buy sugar from the farmers at a
higher price then we will sell it
at lower price, which will hap-

pen hopefully by January,” he

said recently.

Last month, Laurel vowed
that the DA would undertake
certain interventions to address
the “price disparity” of sugar in

‘the market.

The United Federation of Sug-

ar Producers (Unifed) on Sunday

urged the government to do “much
needed intervention” to prevent
sugar prices, at the farmgatelevel,
from plilnging. :

Unifed said the prevailing
farmgate price for raw sugar has
now dropped below the “com-

fortable profit margin” for sugar '
producers, especially for small-

scale farmers,
The group said sugar prices

continue to plummet and are now

averaging P2,500 in the past two
~weeksin Negrosand are even lower
at P2,300in Bukidnon, way below
the P3,200 recorded in the same
period last year. A

“This is very disconcerting be--

cause mill gate prices are now at
P50 per kilo which is way lower

than our production costs. More- |

over, retail prices continue to re- |

main at P80-P85 per kilo and the
farmers are clearly not profiting
from the local market prices,”
UNIFED President Manuel La-
mata said. - R
“Furthermore, fuel and fertil-

. lzexprices are also on the rise and
.. if this continues, we cannot sus- -

tain the situation and farmers may
notbeinclined to produce for next
year’s milling season.”
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Govt turns over P398.5-M farm equipment to N. Ecija planters

HE Department of
Agriculture, through
| the Philippine Center

for Postharvest Development
and Mechanization (DA-
PhilMech) turned over last
Thursday P398.5 million worth
of agricultural machinery and
postharvest facilities to the
province of Nueva Ecija.
“Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. led
the distribution of 125 units
of machinery to 88 qualified
farmers’ cooperative and
* association (FCA) under
the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) at
the PhilMech center located at
the Science City of Munoz.
“Pakiusap ko po na ingatan

at alagaan ninyo ang mga
makinaryang ito. Bagaman ito ay
libre, nararapat pa rin na gamitin
natin ito ng may pagpapahalaga
at pag-iingat,” Laurel said.

“Kung kailangan nang dumaan
sa maintenance, huwag nawa
natin itong pababayaan upang

‘mas matagal pa at mas marami pa

ang makagamit nito.”

Laurel said he is hoping
that the machinery awarded
will be the key to harmonious
relationship between farmers
and the government.

“Maging susi rin nawa
ito ng pagkakasundo-sundo
at hindi pagkaka-watak-
watak ng samahan. Gawin po
nating nagkakaisa ang ating
mga samahan habang tayo

rin ay nakikipag-isa sa mga

- magagandang hangarin ng ating

gobyerno para sa inyo at sa ating
mga kababayan,” he said.
The farm machines include
five units of four-wheel tractors,
22 units of hand tractors,
nine units of walk-behind
transplanters, 21 units of riding
type transplanter, four units of
precision seeders, 22 units of
rice combine harvesters, nine
units of single-pass rice mills;

13 units of six-ton recirculating -

dryers, 13 units of twelve-ton
recirculating dryers, four units
of 1.5-ton per hour (tph) multi-
stage rice mills, two units of 2-3
tph multi-stage rice mills, and
one unit of 4-5 tph multi-stage
rice mills. '

“This is the biggest one-day
distribution of farm machines,
and it clearly demonstrates how
PHilMech has sustained the
distribution of machinery and
conducted various trainings for
beneficiaries under the RCEE-
Mechanization Program. Our
ultimate aim is to modernize
the countryside, and make it
contribute more to national
economic development,”
PhilMech Executive Director
Dionisio Alvindia said in a
statement.

A total of 935 units of
various rice machinery and
equipment were turned over

to 444 FCAs in Nueva Ecija

from 2019-2023 under RCEF-
Mechanization Program.
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‘Import 500,000 MT rice
"~ to bring down prices’

By BELLA CARIASO

At least 300,000 to 500,000 metric
tons (MT) of imported rice should

arrive before March 2024 to bring

down the retail price of the staple
food whose cost has spiked in recent
weeks, Philippine Rice Industry
Stakeholders Movement (PRISM)
said yesterday.

Green lanes should also be al-
lowed to ensure the timely arrival
of the imported rice amid, the high
demand during the holidays, PRISM
co-founder Orly Manuntag said in
an interview with The STAR.

“The harvest is almost finished,

almost 100 percent complete and .

that is acco to the Department

of Agriculture (DA). We have (har-

vest) in February but it’s only ver;
small. The g;?;rnment needs g
~ ensure the arrival of imported rice
through the private sector to be able
to increase our stocks in the market,”
Manuntag explained. :
“This December, the Bureau of
Customs needs to have green lanes.

The rice are being inspected from
the point of origin. We should not
delay the release of the rice in the
markets,” he said.

Manuntag added that the arrival
of 295,000 MT of imported rice from
India is not enough to prevent the
spikein the retail price of the grains.

He noted thatbased on data from
the DA, at least 15 to 20 percent of
rice supply needs to be imported as
the country’s sufficiency level is only
at 80 percent. ' :

Manuntag said that PRISM ex-

pects a 20 percent decline in the
total rice importation con:lpared to
last year where it reached at least

3.8 million MT. ;

“Based on our estimate, it (rice
imports) could only reach 3.1 million
metric tons, or at most 3.2 million
metric tons as we are already in
December,” he said. -

The consumers should not expect
that the P38 per kilo of rice will
still be achieved, noting that the
farmgate price of the National Food
Authority reached as high as P26

per kilo including the P3 per kilo
subsidy, according to him.

Based on monitoring of the DA
_in Metro Manila markets, the retail
. price of local regular milled rice

was as high as P52 per kilo; local
well-milled rice, P57 per kilo; local
prefilium rice, P60 per kilo; local
special rice, P68 per kilo. !

Imported well-milled rice was
sold at P52 per kilo; imported premi-
um rice, P60 per kilo and imported
special rice, P65 per kilo.

Farmers’ group Federation of Free
Farmers (FFF) yesterday said that
the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA) has evaded the issue of the pos-
sible five million metric tons (MMT) !
discrepancy in its palay production
estimate in 2022 amid the continued
spike in the retail prices of rice.

Based on the letter of FEF national
chairman Raul Montemayor to PSA
National Statistician Claire Dennis
Mapa on June 22, he noted that the
PSA itself reported that palay output

in 2022 was 19.756 equivalent
to around 12.92 MMT of rice.
Page _ of
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Negros farmers told

BACOLOD CITY: The Office of the
Provincial Agriculturist (OPA)
has called on the 31 local
government units (LGUs) in
Negros Occidental to prepare
for the full effects of the El
Nifio phenomenon in the first
quarter of 2024. ;

Provincial agriculturist Dr.
Dina Genzola said that the
province will experience extreme
heat early next year based on
the forecast of the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services

* Administration (Pagasa).

“Currently, we are .
experiencing ‘moderate El
Nifio,” Genzola said.

She said the OPA has already
‘received reports of areas
experiencing drought and
dying crops.

“It was alleviated by the
onset of low pressure area
(LPA) and shear line that
brought rains in the affected
areas,” she pointed out.

She said the OPA
has partnered with the
Department of Agriculture
'(DA) to distribute drought
resistant crops as alternative

for El Nino

livelihood for the farmers in
the province should their crops
be affected by drought.

Genzola said that they are also
preparing for the possible attacks
of pests and onslaught of plant
diseases caused by El Nifio.

She appealed to Negrense
farmers to also save water.

" Based on data from the
OPA, 14,000 of hectares of

the total 64,000 agricultural
land in Negros Occidental are
irrigated.

The provincial government
plans to put up small dams or
water catchment areas as part
of mitigating measures, she
said.

The provincial government
has earmarked P15.38-million
initial funding for El Nifio
preparations. 3

El Nifio will bring in less rain
than normal resulting in a long
dry spell or drought.

Occurring every seven years,
‘the extreme heat impacts
agriculture as the water level
goes down, affecting dams
and irrigation, resulting in low
.agricultural product output.

EUGENE Y. ADIONG
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Taiwan’s Young Agricultural
Ambassadors team visits PH

BY IZA IGLESIAS

HE 2023 Young Agricultural Ambassa-

dors composed of 12 Taiwanese with

expertise in farming, forestry, fisheries,
and animal husbandry visited the Philippines
on November 13 to 18 as part of the New
Southbound Policy Exchange Program.

In aninterview with The Manila
Times, deputy director-general
Hsiao Kuangwei of Taiwan's Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)
Public Diplomacy Coordination
Council, shared, “The participants
hail from diverse backgrounds.
Their areas of expertise include
organic farming, aquaculture, fruit,
vegetable and cultivation, as well
as agricultural economics.”

“For them, it's really a thorough
trip in just seven days. They vis-
ited government agencies to leamn
about the current status of agri-
cultural economic development
and business opportunities, uni-
versities, research centers, private
companies that are all related to
agribusiness,” he added.

, The participants also gained
insight into local farming produce
market operations and marketing
trends. They met with Taiwan-
ese business people working in
agriculture-related industries and
visited successful factories and
farms. The youths also engaged in
exchanges with local producers,
officials, and academics.

Among the government institu-
tions members of the delegation -
sixuniversity and graduate students,
six agriculture entrepreneurs - visit-
ed are the Department of Agriculture
and the House of Representatives'
Committee on Agriculture. They
also stopped by at the educational
and research institutions such as
International Rice Research Institute
(IRRI), Southeast Asia Regional Cen-

ter for Graduates Study and Research

in Agriculture (Searca), Philippine

Council for Agriculture, Aquatic
and Natural Resources Research
and Development of the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology
(DoST-PCAARRD), Central Luzon
State University (CLSLI), Philippine
Carabao Center and the PhilRice.
Moreoever, the Ambassadors
also met farmers’ group from

the Tabon San Jose Farmers' As-

sociation, Farmers' Market in

~ Araneta City, and agricultural in-

dustry group and company Taiwan

“Association in the Philippines and

the Green Era Biotech Corp.
“This, visit will improve under-
standing about New Southbound
Policy partner countries among
the next generation of Taiwan-
ese agricultural specialists and
increase substantive agricultural
cooperation-between Taiwan and
the Philippines,” Kuangwei said:
“I have a very strong sense that
Taiwan and the Philippines are re-
ally close and good neighbors so

we should help-each other. Maybe-

we have something that you can
learn from us, but definitely, you
also have something that we can
learn from. For this trip, we try to
explore and learn the insights from
the rural agricultural development.
The Young Agricultural Ambas-
sadors were able to share their
experiences with their counterparts
through this program,” he added.

Taiwan's MOFA and the Ministry
of Agriculture (MOA) have co-

B Hsiao Kuangwei, deputy director-general of Taiwan'’s Ministry of Foreign

- Y ™~

Affairs Public Diplomacy Coordination Council

B This year’s Young Agricultural Ambassadors hold field trips to the

.

Philippines to learn about the current status of agricultural economic
development and business opportunities in the country. PHOTOS BY

JOHN ORVEN VERDOTE

organized the Young Agricultural
Ambassadors New Southbound
Policy Exchange Program since
2017. As of 2019, a total of 90
young agricultural ambassadors
had been sent to six partner coun-
tries, including Thailand and
India. Visits were temporarily

suspended from 2020 to 2022 due

to Covid-19, but with the easing
of the pandemic, MOFA and the
MOA have decided to restart the

= — = i

;:'rog;a-ﬁl 'this"Vear. The goal is to

continue to provide more oppor-
tunities for the next generation of
Taiwanese agricultural specialists-
to engage internationally and
develop their capacity to innovate.
- Apart from the Philippines,
12 other Ambassadors have been
selected to conduct seven-day field
visits and in-depth exchanges in
another New Southbound Policy
partner country, Indonesia.
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Rice imports down
14% as of end-Nov

RICE imports as of end-Novem-
ber were lower than the volume
shipped a year earlier.

Inbound shipments totaled
3.03 million metric tons (MT) as
of November 30, Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI) data showed, down
some 14 percent from the year-
earlier 3.5 million MT.

For November alone, rice im-
ports totaled 196,834.15 MT.
Imports peaked in April at
516,895.173 MT.

Vietnam remained the country’s
top source of rice, having provided
2.68 million MT and accounting
for 88.6 percent of total imports.

Thailand followed with
161,990.67 MT, Myanmar with
127,818 MT and Pakistan with
34,625.21 MT. India also shipped
13,734.79 MT of rice.

The remaining volume, 6,713.12
MT, was shared by Cambodia, Chi-
na, Japan, Taiwan, Italy and Spain.

Meanwhile, BPI data also
showed that the agency approved
about 4,186 sanitary and phytos-
anitary import clearances (SPSICs)
from January to November.

From November 1-16, the BPI

approved 604 SPSICs with a cor-
responding import volume of
484,379.79 MT of rice.

To ensure compliance and prop-
er use of permits, the department
has shortened the effectivity of
SPSICs. The Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) has said that this
will ensure enough supply of rice
in the market.

In a December 4 memorandum
circular, the DA said that “the ac-
tual product/consignment must
be shipped out within 30 days
from the date the sanitary and
phytosanitary import clearance is
issued, regardless of the country
of origin.”

Traders previously had up to
60 days from the date of permit
issuance to ship in products from
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations member countries, except
Myanmar, and 90 days days for
those coming from Myanmar and
other countries.

The DA said the rule change was
aligned with a thrust to ensure
enough supplies and buffer stocks
of the staple.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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ugar producers urge
ovtto act on prices

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E United Federation of Sugar Producers
(Unifed) is calling for government
intervention as prices of sugar continue to

drop.

In a statement on Sunday,
Unifed President Manuel Lamata
asked for possible state interven-
tion from President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. and the Department of
Agriculture (DA).

He said sugar prices have been
dropping to P2,300-P2,500 per 50-
kilo bag, way below the comfortable
profit margin of P3,200 per bag,

“This is very disconcerting be-
cause mill gate prices are now at P50
per kilo, which is way lower than
our production costs,” said Lamata.

“Moreover, retail prices con-
tinue to remain at P80-P85 per
kilo and the farmers are clearly
not profiting from the local market
prices,” he added.

In Negros Occidental, prices of

raw sugar was posted at P2,500 per
bag in the past two weeks while
P2,300 per bag was recorded in
Bukidnon.

Lamata added that these prices
are lower and can be felt, espe-
cially by sugar producers and small
farmers.

To help farmers gain profit, the
Sugar Regulatory Administration
(SRA) is pushing for a suggested
retail price (SRP) of refined sugar
and urged retailers to sell the
sweetener at P85 per kilo.

Based on the price monitoring
report of the DA as of Dec. 1, 2023,
prevailing prices of refined sugar
was P88.36 per kilo, while washed

Page of

sugar was priced at P81.94 a kilo.

SRA Administrator Pablo Luis
Azcona said on November 30 that
they are in talks with the DA to

push for the SRP and how it will |

be enforced.

Azcona said that they are looking
for the possible involvement of the
local government units and other
agencies who can control the retail
price of the commodity as the DA
and SRA cannot participate in the
adjustment of market price of sugar.

“We will see how we can fix it,
but that’s an immediate concern
because prices are sliding down
and farmers are affected,” Azcona
said.
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‘I{HE:Départruent.,of Agriculture
(DA) said it has enlisted the sup-
port of local government units
(LGUs) in providing qualified

farmers with the facilities to re-

vive hog populations after the Af-
rican Swine Fever outbreak.
According to memorandum
circular (MC) no. 54, signed by
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel,
Jr., LGUs have been tasked to
help farmers with project imple-
mentation and finding land.
; It added that the DA will fund
the construction of biosecure
facilities and animal housing, as
well as feed and biologics and
the procurement of piglets under
its Integrated National Swine

Productmn Initiative for Recov-
ery and Expansion (INSPIRE)
program.

Qualified beneficiaries with-
out existing facilities can avail
of a P10-million funding pack-
age for a biosecure facility and
300 piglets, or P5 million for a
conyentional animal housing and
100 piglets.

“The minimum project
package... can be availed of by
organized and active (farmer

.cooperatives and associations

or FCAs), and LGUs who desire
to undertake modernized swine
raising... using the community
swine clustering model, “ the
DA said. "

It addecf‘ that LGU rec1p1ents
should not exceed 20% of the

total number of targeted benefi-

ciaries per region. -

Additionally, MC 54 also al—
lowed Regions 2, 3, 4-A, and 7 the
authority to provide budgetary
assistance to qualified FCAs.

“Considering the sizeable
decrease in the breeder base
population (in the regions) and
considering (their) proximity to
the National Capital Region, it is
imperative to restore the region’s

.ﬂourishing pork production to

ensure adequate pork supply,” it
said.

The DA earlier projected a
10-day deficit in pork supply due

Page of

t‘o"; ﬂie "ipc'reased demand during
the end-of-year holidays It is also
considering more imports to add

to the domestic'supply.

The areas targeted for sup-
port are being counted on to
establish multiplier and produc-
tion farms aimed at creating
“genetically superior gllts and
finisher animals.”

Qualified FCAs would need to
have vacant farms, a minimum
capacity of 300 sows and possess
a biosecurity level two rating.

“Therecipientshall pay the (DA)
the equivalent amount in terms of
breeders provided and distributed
to other identified FCAs,” it added.
— Adrian H. Halili




BY ANTONIO DELOS REYES

MOTHER and community
leader Jennie Fernandez has
always enjoyed gardening,
Tending to her ornamental
plants was one of her joys in
life, especially when she had
to close the doors of her small
business during the pandemic.
Little did she know that in
2023, the SM Foundation’s
(SMFI) Kabalikat sa Kabu-
hayan (KSK) would give her a
new shot at entrepreneurship
through urban gardening,

The KSK program, a cor-
nerstone of SMFI dedicated
to strengthening rural and
urban farming communities
throughout the Philippines,
offers training in diverse farm-
ing techniques and essential
business principles. This
initiative aims to empower and
uplift the agripreneurial skills
of farmers.

“Kakaiba ‘yung experience

Malaya
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Cultivating hope with SM Foundation’s
urban gardening initiative

“The urban gardening
program has also
allowed Jennie to
generate additional
income for her and ber
Sfamily. She shared
that she used to run
an online shop before,
but the pandemic and
the ensuing lockdown

T drove down sales,

i :'  prompting ber to cease

KSK Urban Farmer Jennie joins the market tour at SM City East Ortigas to learn more about marketing techniques.

operating ber business.”

ng KSK urban gardening.
Dito namin natutunan na
‘yung mga gulay, may iba’t
ibang conditions para umus- |
bong ng maayos at lumago,” |
she said.
Over the course of the
program, Jennie and her ‘
fellow urban farmer-trainees
successfully grew differ- |
ent vegetable crops, allow-
mg them to harvest several
s: “Nakapag harvest
na rin kami ilang beses
at ginagamit namin ‘yung
napitas namin na mga gulay
sa pagluluto ng pagkain para |
sa mga pamilya namin. May
mga naharvest din kami na |
nabenta naming sa patas na
halaga sa aming mga kapit-
bahay.”
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community gained interest
in urban farming, Jennie is
eager to share her new-found
skills: “Marami nang lumapit
sa amin kasi nakikita nila ‘yung
mga tanim namin. May group
chat ‘yung HOA namin at ‘yun
ang plano naming gamitin
para i-disseminate sa iba ‘yung
itinuro sa amin at maenganyo
sila na magtanim,” she said.
The urban gardening pro-
gram has also allowed Jennie
to generate additional income
for her and her family. She
shared that she used to run
an online shop before, but
the pandemic and the ensu-
ing lockdown drove down
sales, prompting her to cease
operating her business. “Pero
ngayon, nakakapag business
na ulit ako. Nabebenta ko
‘yung mga naitanim naming na |
mga gulay at ‘yung kinikita ko
doon ay nagagamit ko para sa
mga pangangaliangan namin
sa pamilya,” she shared.

Leveraging scale
to continue growth

Telesforo Suico Jr., another

One of the batches from Kabalikat sa Kabuhayan's Urban Gardening initiative celebrate the end of their weeks-long training with a harvest festival. Joining the moving ~ KSK patticipant, saw urban

up festivities are volunteers from SM City East Ortigas. gardening in 2 new Iight after
joining the urban gardening
initiative. “Hard work talaga
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KSK urban farmers at the market tour in SM East Ortigas.

ang pagtatanim. Marami sa
amin nanggaling sa ornamen-
tal plant background at pag
gulay na ang pinag uusa-

pan natin, dahil pagkain na
talaga siya, dapat inaalagaan
ng mabuti at pinaglalaanan ng
oras,” he said.

He is also very upbeat about
the prospects of urban farm-
ing and how it could empower
the communities in Pasig,
“Plano naming na magtayo
ng cooperative in the future.
Nag form na kami ng orga-
nizations and we’re planning

Urban farmers from SM North EDSA also mark the end of their

training through a harvest festival.

to register it in civil society
organizations of Pasig. With
that, magkakaroon ka ng per-
sonality and at the same time,
magiging eligible kami for
partnership with the govern-
ment and makakakuha kami
ng support sa mga projects na

plano naming gawin,” he said.

A collaboration
for agriculture

Both Telesforo and Jennie
also attributed their newfound
passion for farming to farmer-
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teacher Dexter Dandan from
Moca Family Farm Learn-
ing Center, SM Foundation’s
partner school. “Nagkaroon
ako ng interest sa farming dahil
sa teacher naming dahil nakaka
enganyo ‘yung enthusiasm at
passion niya sa pagtuturo about
farming,” Telesforo said.

For his part, Dexter said
that teaching the participants
in Pasig has been very ful-
filling for him. “We had to
change how they engage with
nature and find the proper
methods that fit the area they
are in, but it was great to see
the interest of the students
and the pride they felt when
they harvested their produce,”
he said.

With the completion of the
urban farming program in the
area, Dexter is keen on teach-
ing more people in different
parts of the country. “We,
together with SM Foundation,
want to share what we know
and what we have with other
communities. Urban garden-
ing can help address food
shortages because households
can be more self-sufficient.
They can plant their food and
at the same time, their pro-
duce can also be a soutce of
income,” he said.

“What is important is one’s
willingness to learn and the
support of the family. It all
adds up. If families and com-
munities work together in the
garden, they foster effective
communication and col-
laboration. From there, they
get better at communicating
with others and the people
in the community can help
each other develop their skills
to improve sales. It’s not just
about being self-sufficient,
but also empowering each and
everyone to become better
business owners,” he added.

More than just a way of
bringing food to the table, the
KSK urban farming program
aims to provide its partici-
pants with the tools, learnings,
and opportunities to create
something bigger. With over
28,000 farmers having gradu-
ated from the KSK program,
these individuals are capable of
creating changes in their lives
and communities, showing to
others that there is a future in
agriculture, especially when
everyone works togethet.

~ Aside from SM City East — -

Malaya
Business Ir151gh
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SM Foundatlon S urban farmer beneficiaries also celebrated their graduation at SM Center Muntmlupa

—~

Joining the roster of urban gardening initiative graduates are the farmers at SM City San Lazaro.

Ortigas, the urban garden-

ing initiative was launched in
over 20 locations nationwide.
Meanwhile, KSK-SAP is a
collaborative with vatious
stakeholders, including local
government units, the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare and
Development, the Departt-
ment of Agriculture, the
Department of Science and
Technology, the Department
of Tourism, the Department
of Trade and Industry, the
Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority, SM
Foundation, SM Supermalls,
and SM Markets.
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~ SOBRA NA, TAMA NA!
- PERO ANONG MAGAGAWA?

ISA na nar esibong hakbang ang ginawa laban sa Pili-

haﬂnangmgtannngmaﬁmﬁg;i:m]aomyqiimdahﬂmmhkasm
"~ Gayunman, nagawa pa ring makalapit ng 3 barko ng BEAR sa
yan nito sa harap mismo ng mga sasakyan ng Pilipinas sa tangkang maha-
rang angm;ﬂymﬁnmmPhwnamnmhaysaMmknm
Zambales. , . :
Nagawa pa ring mamahagi ng mga taga-BFAR ng gasolina at pang:
MMHMWEWWMMM

cannon ng OCG ang bagz:llgPﬂm Bukod paoon nagkaroon ng
mbwaa:gﬂnmparahhﬂlnnhpmmhaxgm Pilipino s2 fogal

mﬁ%ﬁmﬁi@m Scarbor
Shoal ay bahaging soberanya ng Pilipinas. o

i KimnhnmnmmSaummsmnmanggnmmg}mk
hangxgd:hnatémﬂinﬂnmhﬁxﬁhﬂsimimghmhmkﬁwrmg
' mm&ﬁh@omﬁmwmmmm
giwm?ommmhlgmmuﬁxgngmhmm@?—
sdiigpm'ga'hmain?'&imm,tmmmmmn@bamg(hpugwm
kapag aping api naang ating bansa sarmga ginagawang aksyon ng China?
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culture ang nagsabing hindi siya bilib sa Rice Tarif-
fication Law dahil imbes na bumaba, lalo pang tu-
maas ang presyo ng bigas sa bansa. Imbes na ang
gobyerno ang bumili ng bigas sa abroad upang ma-
kontrol ang presyo at supply ng bigas, nasa kamay
na ito ng pribado ATARL 23 4

W Rl e 3 e TRET
Kaya naman hir di‘xilé?\?!as%qg' kontrolin ng prib-.

adong sektor ang supply n ‘bigas upang sa gayon
S5 mapstsds il ang pieHO o, Abg pagsa
ngayon ay ang mga consumer dahil sa palpak na ba-

tas na ginawa ng mga mambabatas.
Concerned citizen

!

fiidhe
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SPEAKER DENOUNCES CHINA
BULLYING TACTIC E

SPEAuISEFeI:‘d;mndMamG
Rom ez strongly con-
demned the recent a
achmsbytheﬂmuCoastGumd
(CCG) against three vessels of -
the Bureau of Fisheries and'
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) in
the West Philippine Sea.
Also Romualdezexp:

]echon of the House of Repre-
sentatives resolution denounc-
ing its “ﬂlegai actions” in the
'WPS

ressed * loc (Scarborough
intment at China’s re-

SIgmﬁca:ntdamageand distress
to our crew, is unacceptable
~ andunjustifiable,” heasserted.

~ “These actions by the

[CCG], in preventing ¢ our ves-

sels from clzonductmg a peace-
: fql,resu mlSSlOl'ltDFlhme

ﬁshemlennear de Masin-
, defxg—
o,pstz;atea Tazen T
theruleoﬂawandesta lished
ﬁwmﬂhona'l agreemmts," he

Y= Romualdezrmdascoredthe
it dir ﬂlef;gl

portis not only ﬂlegal but also
inhumane,” the Speaker said.

Demandingimmediateand
concrete achons from Beijing
to cease these aggressive ac-
tivities, Romualdez reaffirmed
the Philippines' stance on sov-
ereignty and ction over
Bajo deMasu"l‘;cnas::i its temto—
rialsea.

_“Wewillnotbe mtumdated
nOr will we stand down in the
face of these unwarranted and
achons, the Speaker

leader pointed out : /
tack on civilian BEZ clies wit ‘IheSpeakefcalledonGtma
DatuSanday, DatuBankaw,and - ' 370-km exclusive - - “to respect the sovereignty of
Datg:l‘ ia\mblot whlchwemona  economic zone, ammmﬁ the Philippines, desist from ac-
cru umamlanan ummma@m W tions that infringe tpon it, and
Saturday, is conside ,!;ﬂma ore. .;g;-jt:g;ge 2 eaceft mgueto
tant violation of int og_jmﬁnu ionand = resolve tes.
normsand adirectcha engeto entagainstFilipinofish- '[h‘eSpeakerendedthestate—
the sovereignty and nghts erfolk, who de d on these - ment with a. «call on China “to
the Philippines. 7. | waters for their livelihood, are - respect our sovereignty, de-
“The use of water,cannqnﬁ ; mot’ only-a violation of their - sist from infringing upon our
“and lo;ng—range acousticdevic-  rights buta!soanaﬁronttohu— rights, and _engage in peacefu]

es against our vessels; causing |

man' dignity.’ To prevent the

dialogue.”
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THE National Task Force for
the WestPhilippine Sea (NTF-
WPS) condemned the "illegal
and aggressive actions” con-
ducted by China Coast Guard
(CCG) ships against three Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) vessels pro-
viding humanitariansupportto
Filipino fisherfolk off Bajo de
Masinloc(Scarborough Shoal)
onSaturday.

The task force identified the
BFAR ships as the BRP Datu
Sanday, BRP Bankaw, and BRP
Datu Tamblot, which were
tasked to deliver oil subsidies
and grocery packsto more than
30 Fi]jpinl;)yg‘shjng vessels as
partofahumanitarian and sup-
portmission.

"Based on the reports re-
ceived, as the BFAR vessels
approached 1.4 to 1.9 nautical
miles from Bajo de Masinloc,

the CCG ships utilized water!

cannons fo obstruct and pre-
vent BFAR vessels from ap-
proaching the Filipino fishing
vessels eagerly awaiting; the
oil subsidy and acks.
The wa{xg cahn%rr?sc?gf been
used atleast eight times at the
- time of reporting,’ the NTF-
WPS statement read. ‘
Italsosaid the ChineseMar-
itime Militia (CMM) vessels
werereported tohaveengaged

in dangerous maneuvers and -
delployed whatis claimed tobe -

a long-range acoustic device

againstthe BEAR vessels, caus-

ing severe temporary discom-
fortand incapacitation tosome
- Filipino crew.

atercannonactionresult-
edinsignificantdamage toBFAR
vessel Datu Tamblot’s commu-
nicationand navigation equip-
ment, as itwas directly and de-
liberately targeted by the CCG,”
itadded. .

The NTE-WPS statement
insisted that the Chinese ves-
sels leave Bajo de Masinloc
immediately.

"We demand that the Chi-
nese government takeimmedi-
ate action to halt these a
sive activities and uphold the
principles of international law
and desist from actions that
would infringe on Philippine
sovereignty and endanger the
lives and livelihood of Filipino
fishermen who have tradition-
ally fished in the area. The NTF-
WPSremains committed to pro-
tecting the sovereignty and

territorial integrity of the Philip-
pines in the West Philippine

Sea,” the task force stated.
The NTE-WPS said the Chi-

nese deployed rigid hullinflat- -

ableboats to drive away Filipi-
no fishing vessels awaiting the
distributionofsupplies from the
BFAR ships: e
"Topreventthe distribution

of hﬂugtémtanan supportisnot
onlyi butalsoinhumane,"
itadd(_a;.gal i 3

The NTF-WPS said Filipino
fisherfolk reported that the CCG
launched asmallboatearly Sat-
urday morning to illegally in-
stallafloatingbarrieratthesouth-
east entrance of the shoal.

Suchactionsofthe CCGand
CMM prevented the BFAR
vessel from accessing the en-
trance of the shoal.
. "WestressthatBajo de Mas-
inlocisa high-tide feature with

. territorial sea, per the 2016 Ar-

bitral Award. Itformsanintegral
part of the Philippine national
territory underthe Constitutiort.
The Philippines exercises sov-
ereignty and jurisdiction over
the shoal andits territorial sea.
The 2016 Arbitral Award has
alsoclarified thatFilipinoshave
traditional fishing rights in the
waters of Bajo de Masinloc pro-
tected by international law, " the
task forceadded.

Itadded thatChina'sillegal
exercise of maritime law en-
forcement powers, interference
with Philippine vessels, harass-
mentand intimidation of Filipi-

no fisherfolk, or any other ac--

tivity that infringes upon the
Philippines” sovereignty and
jurisdictioninBajo de Masinloc
areviolations of the internation-
al law, particularly the United
Nations Conventionon the Law

. of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the |

Arbitral Award. -
Bajo de Masinloc, located

124 nautical miles off Zambales,.

is well within the Philippines'
exclusive economic zone

(EEZ).

CHINA SAYS OTHERWISE

Sought for comment, the
Chinese Embassy in Manilafor-
warded a statement from Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Wang Wenbin, accus-
ing the Philippines of “hyping
upmaritimedisputes” with Chi-

. na while calling it to stop in-

fringing on its sovereignty.

The Chinese side said Ma-
nilaand Beijing should “return
to the right track of resolving
maritime disputes through ne-
gotiation and consultation as
soon as possible and work with
China to safeguard peace.and
stability in the South ChinaSea.”

China claims sovereiil;nty
over Bajo de Masinloc, which
it calls Huangyan Dao or Hua-
ngyanIsland.

US, JAPAN CONDEMN

; CHINA '
United States Amibassador
MaryKay Carlson condemned

+ and described China's actions
‘a5 “dggressive ‘and iHegal™ '

YAce: 2

Carlsonsaid the BFAR ships
werelawfully operating within
the Philippine EEZ and' that
China’s behavior “violates in-
ternational law and endangers
lives and livelihoods.”

“We stand with our Philip-
pine friends, partners, allies in
supportofafreeand openindo-
Pacific,” she said ina poston X
(formerly Twitter).

Japanese AmbassadorKazu- -
hiko Koshikawa also sounded
the alarm over the use of water

* cannons and reiterated Japan’s

recognition of the 2016 arbitral
ruling.
“Seriously concerned about
the dangerous actions by CCG
vessels against Philippine ves-
sels, which endanger lives and
livelihoods and pose the threat
to the peace and stability in the
South China Sea,” he said on X.
“Wereiteratetheimportance
ofupholdinginternational law,
particularly UNCLOS and the
2016 Arbitral Award.” -
Canadian AmbassadorDav-
id Hartmanlabeled China’sac-
tionsas “dangerousand escala-
fo[.y.ll 2
“The 2016 UNCLOS Tribu-
nal Award is legally binding
and useful for peacefully re-
solving disputes. Water can-
nons aren’t!” Veron said. PNA
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pambu-bully ng China
sa West Philippine Sea
(WPS), dapat nang pau-
wiin sa kanilang bansa
si Chinese Ambassador
Huang Xillian.

Ayon kay Senador JV
Ejercito, ang mga bagong
pahayag ni Xillian laban
sa gobyerno ay lalo lang

- nagpapalala sa tensyon

sa WPS.

Patunay dito ang
bagong pangha-harass ng
Chinese maritime militia
laban sa vessel ng Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) na
naghahatid ng supply para
sa mga mangingisdang
Pinoy malapit sa Bajo de
Masinloc sa lalawigan
ng Zambales nitong Dis-
yembre 8.

Matatandaan na

sinabi ng National Task
Force for the West Philip-
pine Sea (NTF-WPS) na
tatlong barko ng BFAR

ang bagong target ng

water canon attack ng
Chinese Coast Guard
(CCQG) at inilarawan ang
pag- atake bilang ilegal at
hindi makatao.
Paliwanag pa ni Ejer-
cito na ang muling pagga-
mit ng water cannon ng
CCG para pigilan at ha-
rangin ang mga barko ng

Chinese nvoy
palayasin na!

Dahil sa panibagong -

Pilipinas ay hindi "isolated -
“incident" kundi bahagi

ng kanilang pambu-bully
na lagi nilang ginagawa
nitong mga nakalipas na
buwan. 3
‘Samantala, sama-
sama rin kinondena nina
Senate President Juan

Miguel Zubiri, Majority

leader Joel Villanueva at
Sen. Jinggoy Estrada ang

panibagong insidente ng

pambu-bully ng China sa
Pilipinas.. -

Giit ng mga senador
ang pag-atake ng China

.ay nagdulot ng malaking

damage sa ari-arian at
hindi lang nalagay sa
alanganin ang buhay ng
mga Filipino.

Isa rin umanong hu-
manitarian mission ang
ginawa ng BFAR subalit
inatake pa rin sila ng
China na walang mga
puso.

Malinaw na paglabag
sa karapatang pantao,
batas ng dagat at nag-
papakita ng kawalan ng
paggaling sa soberenya
ng Pilipinas ang ginawa
ng CCG. (Gemma Garcia)
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NO SWINE LOCKDOWN IN MINDORO - OFFICIAL

CALAPAN CITY, Oriental Mindoro:
The Provincial Veterinarian’s
Office (PVet) and local hog
raisers here have denied a
report that the transportation
of pigs would be banned
because of African swine
fever (ASF) infections.

In a telephone interview
on Sunday, December 10, Dr.
Grimaldo Catapang of the
PVet said there is no truth to
the reports that a lockdown
in the transport of pigs from
the province was imposed or
would be imposed.

“The truth of the matter
is, today, | am going to the

Port of Bansud to supervise

_government of Oriental

Mindoro.
“According to the provincial
government, the reports of a
lockdown is not true and we
December 9), we had loaded are still allowed to transport
at least 500 pigs in the po;t pigs if the munlc;.iltzahty is
that would be, b: Y \ in sive
Metro Manlla'“er ¢ he !;x'ilgé‘!»fqlllg‘ce‘%
Visayas,” he added. Certificate of Free Status for
On Saturday, Animal those declared under the
Raisers of Oriental Mindoro Red Zone,” Mangako said in a
Association (Aroma} President statement.
Nelson Mangako issueda
statement assuring local ...,
hog raisers that there is no
lockdown in the transport the transport of pigs from
of pigs from the province as . towns that are ASF-free.
he was told by the provincial ;. A blood sample would be
taken from hogsand a CFS .

the hauling of pigs from

the different towns in the

province,” said Catapang.
“Just yesterday (Saturday,

1‘;; !,1€

In a text message on
- Sunday, Mangako explained
that RAS is needed before

&
s

would be issued to those
with negative results. On the
other hand, positive results
are tantamount to RAS
cancellation.

“This is what we call the
Test and Go system. We are
also asking all hog raisers

PN hed o oo ‘*‘ ly
Amplemen our biosecuiit
protocol where only 8

@utnqr'ized geﬁso?qﬂ are

llowed inside piggeries
and cleanliness must be

' strictly observed,” Ma ngak‘b

said.
Hog raising is a multimillion
industry in the province.
IRE JOE V.C. LAURENTE
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‘PHL converts 600K hectares
of irrigated lands’

By Cal U. ORDINARIO
- W@caiordinario

ORE than 600,000 hectares of

irrigated lands were converted

in the past decade, according
to the latest data from the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA).

Figures from the PSA showed a
total of 620,399.48 hectares were
. converted from 2012t02022, orav-
erage of 62,040 hectares annually.
Inthepast threeyears,land con-
version increased to over 60,000
hectares annually in the 2020-
* 2022 period.
The largest number of lands

while the smallest was in 2012 at
40,523.5 hectares.
Amongregions, thelargest con-
versions occuredin Central Luzon,
therice granary of the Philippines.

‘ total of 468,468.43 hectares fol-

converted in past decade was re-
corded in 2022 at 64,068.12 hect-
ares while the smallest number
was recorded in 2015 at 49,767.66 )
hectares.

Based onthe data, most of these
converted lands were National Ir-
rigation Systems (NIS) reaching a

g

lowed by CommunalIrrigation Sys-
tems (CIS)at 151,176.91 hectares.
The largest number of NIS
lands converted wasin 2021 when .
it reached 46,268.61 hectares

A total of 111,079.46 hectares of
land was converted in the region
between 2012 and 2022.

In contrast, the region that had
the least conversions was the Bicol
region where only 1,356.83 hect-
ares of land were converted in the
past 10 years.

. Thé data on land conversion is
part of the Compendium of Phil-
ippine. Environment Statistics
(CPES), a compilation of environ-
ment and related socioeconomic
statistics collected from various
government agencies. ;

The CPES has six components,
namely: environmental condi-
tions and.quality, environmental
resources and their use, residu-
als, extreme events and disasters,
human settlements and environ-
mental health, and environmen-
tal protection, management, and

engagement.

Component 2 of the CPES com-
piles statisticson environmental
resources and their benefits to
humanity. It has six subcompo-
nents: mineral resources, energy
resources, land, soil resources,
biological resources, and water
resources.

Last July, Departmentof Agrar-
ian Reform (DAR) Undersecretary
Luis Pangulayan said the agrarian
reform programin the countrywill
continue to work against the con-
version of agricultural lands even
with the signing of the New Agrar-
ian Emancipation Act.

Pangulayan said the agrarian
reform mandate is to monitor ar-
able tracts of land in the country
and prevent them from being con-
verted into other purposes other
than agriculture.
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A FARMER in Arayat, Pampanga, is plowing his rice field in preparation
for the second cropping season in this BusiessMiraor file photo.




THEriceprice ceilingimposed
ident Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. last
September, in addition to other fac-
tors, helped ease food inflationratein
the country overall, asocioeconomic
planningofficial said on Saturday.

' National Economic and Develop-
ment Authority (NEDA) Undersec-
retary Rosemarie Edillon made the
remarks when asked about the effect
on prices by the President’s price cap
on rice in a news forum in Quezon
City :

“lyong rice price cap kasinatin,
it was in September ‘no. So, itong
mga presyo na ‘to was actually as

of November at alam naman po

natin na towards the énd of Septem-
ber saka October, nagkaroon na
}-in__ng anihan eh, iyon,” said Edil-
. on' l . 7
“So, yes, 00... naghalo-halo na
po itong mga factors na ito,” she
added. :

byhés-‘ :
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Aside from the government’s price
cap on rice, the suspension of pass-
‘through fees by local government

- units (LGUs) also helped lower the

prices of basic goods, the NEDA offi-
cial said.

Also according to Edillon, while
the P20 a kilo of rice remains a goal

~ roon pangang

|
|
under the present condition, she said
thatthe President’s decisionadjusting |
the buying price for fresh palay has
benefitted many farmers. :

“Tumaas, mga P23, P25 — may- |
eh. Palay poiyon |
ha, palay, hindi ba iyon bigas. So |
iyon, malaki ang naging ganasya ng
mga farmers natin,” said the NEDA. |
official. . v -

The NEDA official also suggested
measures that could lower rice prices
on the part of consumers, which is
demand management.

Even the agriculture secretary, she
said, has been advocating for the re-
duction in food wastage particularly
rice. :

“Unamunang tanggalinmo, iyong
wastage. And then susunod, siguro
iyong kung ano talaga iyong healthy
na diet. Mabawasan din natin siguro
iyong incidence ng diabetes sa atin,”
she said. SEPEO
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Presyo ng bigas
posibleng pumalo
- SaP60/Kkilo

Nagbabala ang isang
rice_price watchdog na
maaaring umabot ng
hanggang P60 ang kada
kilo ng regular-milled na
bigas sa bansa hanggang
sa panahon ng Kapasku-
han.

Ang babala ay ginawa
ng Bantay Bigas bunsod
na rin ng gaps sa lokal
na suplay at tumataas na
presyo ng international
market.

Ayon kay Bantay
Bigas spokesperson
Cathy Estavillo, hindi la-
mang sa Kamaynilaan
mataas ang presyo ng
bigas, kundi maging sa
mga rice producing pro-
vinces din.

Tinukoy ni Estavillo
ang Aurora province, na
nasa P52 kada kilo ang
pinakamurang bigas.

Nakakalungkot aniya
ang reyalidad, lalo na at
magpa-Pasko pa naman.

ala naman ni Es-
tavillo, maaaring magpa-
patuloy pa ang pagtaas
ng presyo ng bigas sa,
ﬁanahon ng Kapasku-
an at umabot pa ng
hanggang P60 kada kilo
bunsod ng kawalan ng
konkretong solusyon ng
pamahalaan.

“Nakakatakot. Baka
aabot talaga ng P60 per
kilo ‘yong mga regular-
milled rice given na wala
namang nagagawang
concrete na solusyon
‘yong gobyerno bagkus
ay mag-import,” aniya,
sa panayam sa Teleradyo
Serbisyo. (Mer Layson)
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Soil and water:

ere, in the world's most populous region,
a crisis is slowly unfolding that involves
the earth beneath our feet. The soil that
produces the food we eat and supports
the livelihood of hundreds of millions of
farmers and others, is under threat. _
Often referred to as the “Skin of the Earth,”
soil acts as a silent steward, supporting the pro-
duction of g5 percent of the food we eat in this
region. It retains water, serves as a habitat for an-
imals, and plays a key role in regulating our cli-
mate by storing more carbon than alt the world’s
forests combined. But the ability of our soils to
provide these ecosystem services is increasingly
threatened after decades of soil degradation and
water scarcity caused by overuse and misuse.

' Soiland water rely on each other, and that's
critical to feed a hungry world. In the Asia-Pa-
cific region, some go percent of our freshwater
is consumed in agricultural activities alone,
considerably more than the 75 percent, on aver-
age, used by agriculture worldwide. Yet, more
than three-quarters of the Asia-Pacific popula-
tion are now grappling with water insecurity.

" Much of this has been caused by misman-
agement of our water and soil resources. Unsus-
tainable practices have exacerbated the situation,
contributing to the loss of biodiversity in terres-
trial and aquatic ecosystems, and further chal-
lenging the resilience of agrifood systems facing

" extreme weather events. The fact that soil is not

a renewable resource makes its preservation an -

even more urgent matter: it can take up to a thou-
sand years to form one centimeter of soil, yet this
same centimeter can be destroyed in a few min-
utes through careless acts of degradation.

To better understand the close relationship
between soil and water, it's a critical necessity
for countries to work domestically and cross
borders to ensure wider sustainable develop-
ment in the Asia-Pacific region. While pressure

LIBRARY
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Asia-Pacific’s bread and butter

COMMENTARY

JONG-JIN KIM

on this soil-water-food nexus is increasing, re-
versing the degradation is still possible. But we
all need to take responsibility and act.

Together, we must promote soil and water
management at all levels. We can do our part by
changing habits to preserve freshwater each day.
Meantime, policymakers and other stakeholders
can collaborate in implementing sustainable soil
and water management practices. This involves
planning and action to ensure the more efficient
use of fresh water, promoting sustainable use of
fertilizers and pesticides, employing appropri-
ate irrigation methods—including the ways we
drain and pump water—and paying more atten-
tion to monitoring related data, such as soil and
groundwater salinity levels.

Indeed, all land users, particularly farmers
need training on sustainable soil and water man-
agement and that means inclusive access to tech-
nology transfer. This is crucial for transforming
our agrifood systems, making them more resil-
ient to extreme climate events. By doing so, our

soils can become richer in carbon and can hold

more water, benefiting the interconnected rela-

tionship between soil, water, and plants. This not

only improves the overall health of the region’s
environment but also enhances its ability to mit-
igate the effects of climate change.

Research has found that Asian soils can se-
quester 180 megatons of carbon per year if sus-
tainable high-carbon input soil management
practices are adopted. Addressing soil degrada-
tion requires comprehensive domestic and inter-
national efforts involving government policies,
research initiatives, and awareness programs.

Initiatives like Thailand’s Glm.ka World Soil
Award and the King Bhumibol World Soil Day
Award, which acknowledged the late king's
dedication to sustainable soil management and
its role in food security and poverty reduction,
serve as exemplary models of localized endeav-
ors. These efforts aim to recognize and encour-
age sustainable soil practices, fostering aware-
ness and responsible management.

Indeed, we mark Dec. 5 on our calendar as
World Soil Day to remind everyone of its im-
portance. Hosted by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), the
Global Soil Partnership strives to enhance soil
governance and management for food security,
climate change adaptation and mitigation, and
sustainable development. In a world hungry for
solutions, FAO is sowing the seeds of sustainabil-
ity, emphasizing the importance of understand-
ing and addressing the complex nexus between
soil health, sustainable agricu]ture, biodiversity
conservation, and essential ecosystem services.

In doing so, we aim to help countries fulfill
the Sustainable Development Goals and achieve
better production, better nutrition, a better envi-
ronment, and a better life for all. As we navigate
the multiple challenges of recovery from the
pandemic, conflicts, and the need for systemic
agrifood systems reform, we should celebrate
World Soil Day beyond Dec. 5, as we call for col-
lective action and a daily commitment to safe-
guard the Earth'’s lifeline: our soil, literally our
bread and butter. The Jakarta Post/Asia News Network

Jong-Jin Kim is assistant director general
and regional representative for Asia and |
the Pacific at the FAOQ.

The Philippine Daily Inquirer is a member of
the Asia News Network, an alliance of 22
media titles in the region.

Page of



BusinessWorld

Date: DEc:- IV 20% page: _S%I2

Vs
N\ LIBRARY
i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



BusinessWorld

Date: DEC. 1% M®  page: _ HlS2
s
%""’, LIBRARY
N DEPT. OF Ac;mcuuum:

dlunate—fnensﬂy farmmg
E’he ‘world has grown to more
$17 billion, the countries an- -
ﬂounced on Friday at the United

Nations’ (UN) Conference of the

Partles (COP28) chmate summit
1|1Dubal '
The Agriculture Innovatmn
: ’@hssmn for Climate (AIM for
Chmate) was launched in 2021 at
COP26 in Glasgow : ancl its fund-
ing comes from governments,,;
compames, and nnngovernmen-
flalorgamzatlons. £S89l ;
~ Globally, food andfarnnngcon— 2

.ﬁ'ibute about a third of anthropo- ‘gene

gemc greenhouse gas emissions,
ccordmg to the UN’s Food and

r Nenrly 80 pmjects haye ‘been

nounced under the AIM for

Climate initiative since 2021,
th goals to expand agricultural

methane emissions.

. “This parfnersﬁlb embodles .
hur shared commitment to accel-
erating investments in transfor-
1patwe food systems and climate-
s,mart agricultural innovations,”
said Agriculture Secretary Tom

 Vilsack in a statement.

- Fundingfortheefforthasgrown

from 813 billion in May, when the

: - andfrom §8billionatCOP27.

Chmate summit in Washmgton,

~ The new total includes $12 bil-
lion from governments and $5 bil-
lion from nongovernment parties
such as companies and humani-

tarian organizations, said an AIM

for Climate spokesperson.

The 27 new projects an-
nounced at COP28 range in size
from $500 million to $150,000.

Partners in one of the largest
initiatives, aimed at expanding

regenerative agriculture, include

Bunge, Google, The Nature Con-

. servancy and the Brazilian state

of Para. I{egeneratwe agriculture
refers to practices like
reduced tillage of cropland and

/ ]ower pesticide use.
_For the first time, agrmltme :
~is a major focus at this year’s

climate summit, with a full day
on Dec. 10 dedicated to food and

' farming topics.
implement sustainable =
ing practices, and reduce

~“Weare mm&ssmgtmmendous
progress in transforming the glob-

~al fo&d and agricultural systems

at COP28,” sa_l,d UAE Minister for
Climate and - the ,Enwnonment

- Mariam Almheiri in a statement.

Advocacy groups want the

~ nations and companies in atten-
~ dance to pledge to tackle agri-

cultural methane emissions in
particular, most of which is from
livestock production. — Reuters

Page

of



BusinessWorld

Date: DEC. n. WYy Page: Q}Si
oy
.’:‘\?\?i'f; L!BRARY
i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Commodities traders
pledge at COP28 to protect

_ worid-
g ers hnve

Acom,m!&hents to Shun growers
that clear forests, a sector group
s%%pn Saturday on‘the suielmes

servation for Brazll S Cem;dg the
world’s most biodiverse savanna,
at least half of which has already
| been destroyed for agriculture.

| Farming, forestry and land use
- companies an_nounced even

account for more than a fifth of
planet warming-emissions.

The firms, including Archer
Daniels Midland, Bunge, Cargill,
and Louis Dreyfus Company,
agreed thatbythe end of the decade
they will longer buy soy from farms
that destroyed any non-forest
natural vegetation in the Amazon
rainforest, Chaco dry woodlands or
the Cerrado, said Petra Tanos of the
Tropical Forest Alliance:

The commitment adds to the
sector’s pledge last year to elimi-
nate deforestation by 2025.

Tanos said the move is most
conseqliehtial for the Cerrado,
Brazil’s most rapidly expanding
agricultural frontier that includes

merican grassla“ngs

large stretcheﬁ of, grgsshnd In
2023,Ce1fado estruc

" Beyond the United States, the

‘largest soy exporting nations are
* in South America, where natural,

'vegetahon is tygimlly cleared to
makewayforfamis“.- ¥ R

~ Inthe lead up t'g‘) ﬁfutgd ﬂ‘a-
tions COP28"chﬁmte
summit in Dubai, some of the

more aggressive commitments.
Last month, Cargill announced
it would eliminate d,eforesl'ataon
and land conversion from its
supply chains by 2025 in Brazil,
Argentina, and Uruguay.

Archer Daniels Midland com-
mitted to eliminating land con-
version amongits direct suppliers
by 2025 and indirect suppliers
by 2027 across sensitive South
American biomes. -

- But the industryhas a historyof
failing to meet past commitments.
In 2010, hundreds of consumer
brands pledged toreach “net zero”
deforestation by 2020, but failed
to meet the goal. — Reuters
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FAO: World food prices
hold steady in November

LONDON- The United Nations
food agency’s wotld price index
held steady in November, with

. lower international cereal prices
offset by higher prices of veg-
etable oils.

The Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization’s (FAO) price index,
which tracks the most globally
traded food commodities, aver-
aged 120.4 points in November,
around October’s levels which
were the lowest since March 2021.

The November reading marked
210.7 percent decline versus last
November.

The FAO cereal price index
decreased by 3.0 percent month-
on-month in November, lead by
a sharp fall in maize prices, while
those of wheat declined by 2.4
percent .

Vegetable oil prices, however,
rose 3.4 percent from October.

“Palm oil prices rebounded

more than 6 percent in Novem-

ber, chiefly underpinned by more
active purchases by leading im-
porting countries and seasonally
lower outputs in major produc-
ing countries,” the FAO said in a
statement.

The agency’s dairy price index
rose 2.2 percent from October,
led by high demand for butter and
skimmed milk powder in North-
east Asia, and increased pre-hol-
iday demand in Western Europe.

(Reuters Photo)

Sugar prices rose 1.4 percent
month-on-month in November
but averaged 41.1 percent higher
than last November thanks to
worsening production prospects
in Thailand and India.

In a separate report on cereal sup-
ply and demand, the FAO raised its
forecast for world cereal production

F ay ‘ ‘ :
. SEINW

this yeat to a record 2.823 billion
metric tons versus 2.819 billion pre-
viously - representing a 0.9 percent
increase from 2022.

“Looking ahead to next season,
planting of the 2024 winter wheat
crop is ongoing in the northern
hemisphere and, reflecting lower

crop prices, area growth could be

o : C

A community member grabbing a piece of fruit at The Community Assistance Center food pantry, i

Page of

)

n Atlanta, Georgia, US.

limited,” said the FAO.
Nevertheless, the agency sees
world cereal stocks up 2.7 pet-
cent by the end of the 2024
season, while the cereal stock-
to-use ratio is forecast at 30.8
percent in 2023/24, “indicating
an overall comfortable supply

level”. -Reuters
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Soybeans, corn tumble

CHICAGO- US soybean futures
fell on Friday after the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s updated
estimate of Brazil’s soybean har-
vest fell toward the high end of
trade expectations, easing con-
cerns about global supplies of
the oilseed.

Corn fell after the USDA left its
forecasts for corn production in
Brazil and Argentina unchanged,
while wheat declined 1.6 percent
on profit-taking after hitting a
one-week high.

Declines in soybean futures
set the tone. The USDA pegged
Brazilian soy production at 161

million metric tons in a monthly
report, down from its November
estimate of 163 million but still
the largest crop on record, if
realized. Analysts surveyed by
Reuters on average expected
an estimate of 160.16 million
metric tons.

“It (USDA’s report) was in
line with pretty much what we
were expecting, even that Bra-
zil soybean number,” said Karl
Setzer, partner at Consus Ag
Consulting. “T just can’t see any-
thing here that would warrant
altering your market stance.”
- Reuters
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UN cites global importance
of potato for food security

asInternational Day of Potatoin an effort

to raise awareness of a crop regularly
consumed by billions of people and of global
importance for food security and nutrition.

The Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAQ) said the annual observance was
championed by Peru, which submitted a
proposal for adoption at the UN General
Assembly last July 7.
- The impetus for the Day, which builds
uponthelnternational Yearof Potato that was
observed in 2008, originates from the need to
emphasize the significant role of the potato
in tackling prevalent global issues,:such as
i==food-insecurity, poverty and-environmental
threats, according to FAQ. :

“This International Day will shed light
on the significant value of the potato—
nutritional, economic, environmental and
cultural. Itwillalso highlightthe contribution
‘of the potato to global food security, poverty
reduction and the livelihoods of millions,
while emphasizing the key role of Indigenous
Peoples knowledge and practices,” said FAO
Deputy Director-General Beth Bechdol.

The Day “will allow us to draw attention
to the importance of this ancestral crop
in sustaining efforts to reduce hunger,
malnutrition and poverty; as well as to
encourage agricultural development, food
security, biodiversity conservation and
ecosystem functions,” Victor Garcia Toma,
Permanent Representative of Peru to‘the
United Nations told the General Assembly.

One crop, much potential

A MILLENNIA-OLD food with origins in the
South American Andes region that made its
way toEurope in the 16th century then spread
around the world, the potato is much more
than a source of nourishment.

FAO said potatoes are an important
component of strategies to provide accessible
and nutritious food and improved livelihoods in
rural and other areas where natural resources,

THE United Nation has deﬁignated May30

espedially arable land and water are limited
and inputs expensive. The crop’s versatility and
ability to grow in a variety of conditions make it
an advantageous crop choice,

Potatoes are also a climate-friendly crop
as they produce low levels of greenhouse gas
emissions in comparison to other crops.

“In the past decade, global production of
potatoes has increased by 10 percent leading
to growth in employment and income but,
more work still needs to be done to harness
the full potential of the crop in the quest to
end hunger and malnutrition globally,” the
UN agency said.

In addition, there is a wide spectrum of
diversity among: potatoes;:with .over 5,000
improved varieties and farmers’ varieties/
landraces, many of which are unique to their
original location in Latin America.

The 150 wild relatives of the cultivated
potato show a wide genetic variation with
a range of traits, including the ability to
adaptto different production environments,
resistance to pests and diseases, and
different tuber characteristics. They are
a repository of the heritable traits for the
continued geneticimprovement of the crop
to respond to ever changing environmental

~. conditions, new biotypes of pests and

diseases and consumers’ preferences.

Challenges

POTATO production faces several threats and
challenges, especially pests and diseases,
such as the virulent late blight and its various
forms, as well as bacterial wilt, blackleg,

- Colorado potato beetle, lesserleafblight, cyst

nematodes, and numerous other.

The much-desired greater cultivation
and consumption of potatoes, especially in
developing countries, are also constrained
by weaknesses along the crop’s value chain,
ranging from low availability of quality
seedsand suboptimal agricultural practices,
throughinadequate storage and processing
facilities to limited access to markets.
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‘The money food badly needs fdr tilmate fightis rolling in

N, withstand drought. Breeding cows that
burpoutlessmethane. Andtracking cattle

to prevent deforestation.
They're partofthe arsenal the world needs

SUPER(HARGING crop seeds to better

for food's climate fight, and they're gettinga -

big cash boost.

More than $3 billionin climate finance has
been pledgedforfood andagriculturesince the
start of the COP28 summitin Dubai, according
tothe organizers. On top of that, governments,
philanthropiesand private moneyare boosting
funding for tackling methane in agriculture,
ending deforestation and climate-smart
innovation, as the summit finally puts food
higher on the agenda.

Ensuring the food systemlimitsand better
copes with climate change is key to hitting
green goals, especially as populations grow.
From farm to fork, food makes up about a
third of greenhouse gas emissions, while
also being increasingly threatened by rising
temperatures, erraticweather and changing
rain patterns. More money will help:speed
up technologies and strategies needed for
~ the battle.

“This has been an unprecedented COP for
food and climate, the COP when food came
of age as a central means of responding to
the climate emergency,” said Edward Davey,
partnerships directoratthe Food and Land Use
Coalition.”Now the onusis onall of us to hold
ourselves accountable for the commitments
made.” !

COP’s official tally for food project
funding does not include some other related
announcements over the past couple of
weeks, such as the $10 billion Africa and
Middle East SAFE Initiative, a public-private
projectofficially launched on Dec. 3toadvance
climate-smart agriculture.

The pledgesstill need to be followed with
real money and action. Financing has for
yearslagged the amount pouring into many
other sectors and the gap for what agri-food
needs is“huge;”said Barbara Buchner, global
managing director at the Climate Policy
Initiative.

The challenge is massive. The last three
decadessaw $3.8trillion of cropsand livestock
production lost due to disasters including
floods and droughts, the United Nations'Food

and Agriculture Organization says. But beyond
such headline-grabbing events, there lurks a
slow and dangerous worsening of conditions
for millions of farmers around the globe.

In India’s Chhattisgarh state, farmers Lal
Singh Rathore and Narayan Singh have seen
soil gradually harden and get more depleted,
while pests and diseases have multiplied.
Argentinian honey maker Ana Laura Sayago’s

 bees have struggled to get enough nectar as

dryness stops flowers blooming and. hives
melt in heat. And in Uganda, Elizabeth
Nsimadala's avocadoseedlings were destroyed
by prolonged drought. :

“You prepared for just one month of
drought and then you experience almost
three-and-a-half months,” said Nsimadala,
who came to Dubai to push for change.
“Climate change is upending farmers’
livelihoods on a massive scale. It has really
affected each and every farmer. We need
drastic actions.”

Many food experts hailed thls year's COP
for bringing more attention to food. Some
140 nations signed a declaration during the
summitvowingtoincludefoodandagriculture

“in their climate plans, and more than 130

recognized the need to shift to sustainable
healthy diets. Ultimately those signatories will
need to produce real strategies for achieving
their pledges.

Sunday marks the Food, Agriculture and
Water Day, a first-ever day entirely dedicated
to food systems—which include everything
from how food is grown and processed to
distributed and eaten or wasted. The UN's FAO
isalsodue to unveilafirst comprehensive plan
to bring the global industry in line with the

. Paris climate agreement.

Here are some key investments and food
announcements during the summit:

Greener cows and saving forests
MUCH of food's climate footprint is linked
to livestock,. and more money is backing
technologies and research on how to reduce
methane they burp out. The Bezos Earth Fund
isinvestingin wearable sensors that measure
how much cows emit: Along with the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, it's also among
backers putting some $200 million into a
program for breeding low-methane animals
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and developing less potent feed' addlﬁves.
~ Bloomberg’s latest. Supply Lines
‘newsletter highlights how diary giants like

Nestlé SA and Danone SA have committed
to dggg[q;ﬁ_éz'@gthane_émi'_sjs!qﬁ;fwighnp their
supply chains, an important step for the

private sector. It also mentions how Brazil’s

Para state is creating a traceability system,

which should disgmrgggpg;d_ngggo_f;atﬂe s

reared on deforested land.

Seeds, soil and family farms
SMALL-SCALE farms produce a third of the
foodcbnsumﬁ?ﬂy ]

AFARMER pours water on himself while working ata wheat farmin the |25 5 At
of Punjab, India, on Sunday, May 1, 2022. BlOOMSERG [ Sa

ns, but getjustasiver

A broader look at todays isines -
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: of climate funding. At COP28, smallholders in

sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia secured
$200.million in pledges from the Gates

There'salsoa pushfor moreclimate-smart
solutions, from using microbes that boost
carbon in soil to turning organic waste into

 protein-rich feed. A US-UAE initiative called

AimforClimate wants. governments and

 cmpanies to invest more in those kind of

areas and has seen investments of more than

- $17 billion, up $4 billion since May.

News
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foundation and the United Arab Emirates to.
 helpadapt to dimate change.
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