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The country’s agricultural output-

‘could grow in the fourth quarter of the
‘year
conditions, according to an official of the
DéPartment_ of Agriculture (DA).

“Based on the initial data that we are
seeing, it is possible that it will increase
because we have no major calamity, not
so much typhoons,” Agriculture assistant
secretary and spokesperson Arnel de
Mesa said in Filipino during a Bagong
Pilipinas Ngayon interview yesterday.

He also noted favorable production in
the country’s crops sector.

“We expect that the growth of the
livestock ‘and poultry sub sectors will
continue and hopefully we can recover
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in the fisheries sector because in the third
quarter, this was the subsector with the
largest decline,” De Mesa said.

“We're hoping that in the fourth quar-
ter, the sect‘orvnﬁ really recover,” he said.

Latest data from the Philip
tistics Authority (PSA) showed that the
country’s farm tﬁﬁdpct_ion declined by 0.3
percent in the third quarter, due to lower
outputs in the crops and fisheries sector,
marking the second consecutive quarter
that farm production declined.

In July to September, the value of
agriculture and fisheries production
amounted to P412.41 billion from July to
September. 4o :

The 0.3 percent decline was lower than
the1.2 t drop in the second quarter,
but a reversal of the 1.6 percent growth

ine Sta-

recorded in the same quarter last year.
PSA data also showed that from Janu-
ary to September, the farm outputinched
up by 0.2 percent. _
In an earlier statement, Agriculture

‘Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel said the

farm sector was showing signs of recov-
ery despite the slight contraction in the
third quarter.

“As we look at the data more closely,
we could see positive signs in the rice,
corn, and onion harvest, as well as in our
production of tilapia and galunggong —
all important food items for the Filipino
masses,” he said earlier.” :

“With the growth numbers in the firs
three quarters, we remain optimistic ag-
riculture could still contribute positively
to the broader economy,” he said.
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NEEIIIIS SUGAR PLANTERS SEEI(
GOV'T HELP AS PRIGES PLUMMET

By Carla Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—Sugar in-
dustry players have called for
a “much-needed intervention”
from the national government
following the drop of millgate
sugar prices way below the
comfortable profit margin for
producers, particularly small
farmers.

Manuel Lamata, president
of the United Sugar Producers
Federation of the Philippines,
asked for the intervention of
President Marcos and Agri-
culture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jr. as millgate sugar
prices continued to plummet
at P2,500 per 5o-kilo bag in
the past two weeks in Negros
and even lower at P2,300 in
Bukidnon.

The! provinces of Negros
Occidental and Bukidnon are
the country’s two leading sug-
ar producers.

The current prices were
below the price levels of
P3,200 in the same period last
year, he said.

‘Disconcerting’

“This is very disconcerting
because millgate prices are
now at Pso per kilo, which is
way lower than our produc-
tion costs,” Lamata said in a
statement on Sunday.

According to Lamata, the
cost of producing a bag of sug-
ar already averages at P2,500.

On the other hand, retail
prices continued to remain
at P8o to P85 per kilo and the
farmers were clearly not prof-
iting from the local market
prices, he noted.

Lamata also pointed out
that fuel and fertilizer prices
were on the rise and “if this
continues, we cannot sustain
the situation and farmers may

-

not be inclined to produce for
next year’s milling season.”

‘Help us’

He said that consultation
among the various sugar asso-
ciations under their umbrella
has led to an urgent appeal for
the national government to
intervene and buy their sugar.

“Please help us and the five
million dependents of the sug-
ar industry who will clearly not
be enjoying the holidays un-
der this condition and we fear
that many workers will be dis-
placed and their dependents
will go hungry,” Lamata said.

He said most farmers were
hoping that the pronounce-
ments of the President that
sugar prices should not go
down below P3,000 will start
to kick in.

“We know President'Mar-
cos’ heart is with and for the
farmers, as he has told us so,
and we are calling for his in-
tervention on this matter,” he
added.

Enrique Rojas, Nation-
al Federation of Sugarcane
Planters president, said they
were not happy with the way
sugar prices had turned out.

“We were expecting that
prices will recover to within
the P3,000 per bag level, but it
appears unlikely,” he said.

“More mills are now op-
erating, adding more sugar
supply to what has already
been in the warehouses since
the middle of this year. More
supply is becoming available
in the market, but demand
remains the same,” Rojas
added.

Aurelio Gerardo Valdera-
ma, president of the Confed-
eration of Sugar Producers,
said the millgate prices have
dropped because there is too
much sugar in the market. va
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DA sees rebound
in farm production

FARM output will likely bounce
back in the last quarter of 2023
due to favorable weather condi-

tions, a senior Agriculture depart—l

ment official said on Monday.

“Based on the initial data ﬂmt_
we see, [growth] is possible ...
because there is no major calam-
ity and typhoon,” Agriculture
Assistant Secretary Arnel de Mesa
told reporters.

Agriculture and ﬁshenes pro-
duction grew by 2.1 percent in the
first quarter but then fell by 1.2
percent in April-June. The contrac-
tion continued in the third quarter
but narrowed to 0.3 percent..

At constant 2018 prices, produc-
tion for the July-October period
amounted to P412.41 billion from
the year-earlier P413.6 billion.

iR “Hopefully, the ﬁshenes sector |

“will bounce back because this is
the sub-sector that recorded the
biggest decrease,” de Mesa said.

', i Last year, agriculture, forestry,

“and fishing contributed the least

© to the national economy among
the three major economic sectors.

\Gross value added of the sector
reached P1.78 trillion, accounting
for 8.9 percent of gross domestic
product'in 2022.

In comparison, services ac-
counted for 61.4 percent and
industry, 29.7 percent.

“[W]e're hoping at the end of
the fourth quarter, once the data
has been released early next year,
the agriculture sector will really
rebound,” de Mesa said.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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- Dumping
;ﬁ_ftomtatoe's, again

e government wants to

{;,‘.r_gf;ﬁ‘gggpeople to engage in agri-
~culture, it will have to show that
-itis a viable livelihood. What the

nation is seeing instead are farm-
ers lamenting their losses and
tons of produce going to waste
because of oversupply. )
During harvest time in the
?ast years, the nation has seen

armers dump theirtomato pro- -

duce as farmgate prices plum-

met. In April this year, the farm-
gate price of tomatoes dropped

to P3'to P5 per kilo amid an

oversupply, with farmers in

Cagayan Valley and Central

Luzon among the hardest hit,

according te'a Department of
~ Agriculture official.

This has happened again in
recent days as prices fell to as
low as P5 per kilo, forcing farm-
ers in the Cordillera Administra-
tive Region and Nueva Vizcaya

to dump their tomatoes. A report

said even if the tomatoes are
not yet overripe, market stor-
age space is limited so the older
stocks have to make way for
fresher harvests, which middle-
men naturally prefer.

The proposals of farmers’

groups to deal with such prob-

lems are not new. Apart from
the obvious need for more cold
storage facilities nmationwide,
.they have been pushing for an
accurate inventory of agricul-
tural production for a wide range
- of crops. This shouldn’t prove to
" be mission impossible; afford-
~ able technology is now widely
~ available for this. In countries
- such as Israel, drones have been

been talking for a long time
about cutting the number of
middlemen for speedier farm-
to-market access and possibly
greater earnings for producers.
. The dumping of tomatoes, how-

" ever, indicates slow progress

in this area. The government
cannot even identify where
overpricing is most likely hap-
pening along the value chain.
Producers of sugarcane and
upland vegetables, for example,
have complained recently about
low farmgate prices even as re-
tail prices for refined sugar and
vegetables such as cabbage have
refused to go down. ..

Apart from improved access to y
markets, the government can as-

sist marginal farmers in ensuring
buyers for their crops. Tomatoes

can be processed into a wide
range of products starting with

sauce and ketchup. Small-scale
farmers can be assisted in grow-
ing the right varieties under spe-
cific environments that processed
food manufacturers require for
their product quality control.
Local government officials,
who are supposed to know
more about the economic ac-
tivities and the needs of farm-
ers in their areas, can take the
lead in boosting small-scale
agricultural production. Local
government units can alse help
ensure a measure gf accuracy in

agricul ries, and as-
sist the na ernment in
pror on. Better
agrl ment will
not " income

b -.1- 3

by supply..

Agriculture officials have also
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“Agriculture output seen
recovering in Q4

BY JED MACAPAGAL

AGRICULTURAL produc-
tion is expected to bounce back
this quarter due to the absence of
any major weather disturbance.

“Based on data that we are
seeing... Initial data show it
is possible to grow since we
don’t have a major calamity, not
much typhoons as well. Crops
production is also good. We
also expect continued growth
in the livestock and poultry sub-
sectors and hopefully, fisheries
can recover as well as its decline

.in the third quarter is quite sus-
bstantial,” said Arnel de Mesa,
DA assistant secretary for op-
erations, at the Bagong Pilipinas
Ngayon public briefing yesterday.

The Philippine Statistics Au-
thority is scheduled to release the
agricultural production perfor-
mance for the fourth quarter and
full year 2023 in January.

Agticulture production value
in the country dropped 0.3 pet- g“\
cent in the third quarter pulled "
down by the crops and fisheries
subsector.

In the first nine months of the
year, the value of production in
agriculture and fisheries at con-
stant 2018 prices registered a (.2
percent increase.

The fisheries sub-sector re-
corded the biggest drop in the
third quarter of 6.1 percent in
value of production at constant
2018 prices. For the nine-month
period, the sub-sector contracted
by 7 percent.

In the third quarter, the
crops sub-sector experienced a
0.4 percent decline in value of

T >
= BT

Ready for rebound? The fisheries sub-sector recorded the biggest drop in the third quarter of 6.1 percent invalue of produc-
tion at constant 2018 prices. (DA Photo)

See AGRICULTURE > Page A2

AGRICULTURE . i

pr_oducti.on. at constant 2018 The poultry sub-sector had cent while its value for January to  cent increase in the third quar-
prices while its value for the first the biggest increase in produc- September 2023 is equivalent to  ter and a 2.4 percent growth
nine months of 2023 wasup 0.9 tionin the third quarter of 2023 a 2.5 percent increase. in the first three quarters of
petrcent. equivalent to a growth of 2.9 pet- ‘Livestock enjoyed a 2.5 per-  the yeat. :
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Former DA-BAR officials liable
for P4.5M vehicle purchase

BY PETER TABINGO

AN appeal filed by former officials
of the Department of Agriculture
(DA) - Bureau of Agncultural
Research (BAR) failed to convince
the Commission on Audit to lift
the notice of disallowance on their
P4.52 million payment for the
acquisition of motor vehicles and
health benefits in 2010.

The COA Commission Proper
denied the motion for reconsidera-
tion filed by BAR director Nico-
medes Eleazar, assistant director
Teodoro Solsoloy, accountant
Roberto Quing J., and budget of-
ficer Judith Maghanoy.

In a previous decision dated
March 27, 2015, the COA had
already dismissed the petition for
review of the BAR executives for

being filed beyond the six-month

reglementary period.

The group, however, insisted
that their arguments be considered,
invoking the Supreme Court’s pro-
nouncement in Metro Rail Transit
Cotp vs. Court of Appeals and
Commissioner of the Buréau of
Internal Revenue that it is prefer-
able to decide a case on merits
based on substance rather than on
pure technicalities.

However, the COA held that

the dismissal of the petition was .

proper since the appellants did not
offer any valid justification for the
late filing.

It noted that the BAR officials
violated the deadlines twice — first
when they filed their appeal on
the notice of disallowance 70 days
after the limit, and second, when

they filed the petition for review
92 days after receiving the COA
resolution.

“Dir. Eleazar et al. violated the
procedural rules, not only once,
but twice. (The) late filing of the
appeal for the second time is a clear
disregard of this Commission’s
procedural rules,” the Commis-
sion said.

But even if the case is decided
on its merits, the COA said its rul-
ing will not vary.

Tt noted that BAR had no budgct
for capital outlay specifically for
the procurement of motor vehicles
and its use of the Central Luzon
State University Foundation Inc. as
conduit was an indirect contraven-
tion of laws..

Republic Act No. 9524 or the
General Appropnauons Act for

2009 provides that purchase of
motor vehicles was not allowed
unless these were medical ambu-
lances, military and police vehicles,
motorcycles for utility, and road
construction equipment.

“In the procurement of the sub-
ject motot vehicles, the BAR used
the CLSUFI as a conduit which,
in effect, violated Section 15(b) of
the GP of RA No. 9524, especially
that said motor vehicles were pur-
chased without the authority of the
department or agency head and the
Secretary of Budget and Manage-
ment,” the COA said.

It added that the records of the
transaction would be turned over
to the Office of the Ombudsman
for the conduct of an investigation
and filing of criminal charges if
necessary.
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By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS W @jearcalas

HE Philippines’s rice imports

from January to November

fell by 14 percent year-on-year
to a little over 3 million metric tons
(MMT) as higher global grain prices
dented local traders” appetite.

The latest Bureau of Plant In-
dustry (BPI) data showed that the
country’s rice imports during the
11-month period reached 3.033
MMT, about 492,000 metric tons
(MT) lower than the 3.526 MMT
recorded in the same period last
year. :

The decline in rice import vol-

“ume was caused by the elevated

global rice prices due to tight world
supply on the back of India’s rice
export ban, pundits and industry
players noted. '

This is the third year that the
country'sriceimportsbreached the

L
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Oort: I\ nports down
0'as prices remain high

3 MMT mark. The figure was also
hitin 2019 and 2022.

Vietnamremained as the Philip-
pines’s top rice import source, ac-
counting for 2,689 MMT followed
by Thailand and Myanmar with
161,990.67 MT and 127,818 MT,
respectively, based on BPI data.

BPI data showed that rice im-
ports from Pakistan reached
34,625.21 MT while those from
India and Cambodia reached
13,734.79 MT and 3,615 MT, as of
end-November.

The countryalsoimported 1,000
MT of rice from Taiwan, 12.36 MT
from Italy and nearly 1 MT from
Spain, according to BPI data.

BPI data indicated that the
country’s rice top importer from
January to November was Bly
Agri Venture Trading with a total
import volume of 221,938 MT.

It was followed by Davao Solar
Best Corp. with 218,348 MT and
Orison Free Enterprise Inc. with
184,733.8 MT. - -

Agriculture officials had said
that the country’s total rice import
volume this year would be lower
than the record-high 3.8 MMT vol-
umelastyear duetoelevated global
rice prices.

Agriculture Undersecretary for
Rice Industry Development Leo-
cadio S. Sebastian earlier said the
country’s rice imports for 2023
could settle at daround 3.1 MMT,
about 700,000 MT lower than the
3.826 MMT recorded last year as
higher world rice prices discour-
aged importers from bringing in
foreign stocks. (Related story:
https://BUSINESSMIRROR.com.
ph/2023/10/17/costlier-world-
grains-to-slash-rice-imports/)
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Food service sector generates $13B

BY PAUL ICAMINA

FILIPINOS have a hearty appe-
tite for food service, food retail
and food processing,

Food service involves upscale
restaurants, local and interna-
tional quick-service restaurants
(QSRs), cafes and kiosks. For
convenience, labor-saving and
consistent supply, most require
imported processed vegetables,
including potatoes and toma-
toes,

In 2022, the Philippines food
service sector generated $13
billion in revenue, according to
the latest Market Brief on Proc-
essed Vegetables released by the
US Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

It projects an annual growth
rate of 8 to 10 percent over the
next five years. Notably, QSRs
accounted for over half of the
total revenue share.

Food retail is dynamic, with
a diverse mix of traditional
retailers and modern grocery
channels. With more stores in

rural areas, the surge in grocery,

delivery services and the increas-
ing adoption of e-commetce,
the sales value of food retailing
in the country reached $33 bil-
lion in 2022, according to the

USDA report.

Food retail is expected to
maintain steady annual growth
of 6 to 7 percent over the next
five yeats. ;

While mid- to high-income
consumets seek a wide variety
of vegetables to meet their di-
etary needs and enhance their
culinary options, gatlic and
onion are the two staple aro-.
matics without which almost
every Filipino dish would be
incomplete.

Food processing and the
gross value added it generates
reached $32 billion in 2022. Tt is
projected to expand at a rate of
5 to 6 percent annually over the
next five years, driven by tising
incomes.

Processors are constantly
seeking reliable sources of
vegetable ingredients to de-
velop new product lines that
cater to consumer demands,
including recent trends such as
immunity boosters and plant-
based foods. :

All three sectors show growth,
the USDA repott observed, cit-
ing figures from Euromonitor, a
London-based market research
analyst.

Obyiously, the processed
vegetables that have the best

prospects are the vegetable va-
rieties that are not extensively
produced locally. But so are
cooking staples like garlic and
onions, which are susceptible
to price shocks, and those
that offer convenience and
wellness.

Effective marketing efforts
from American suppliers
should highlight the extended -
shelf life, convenience, con-
sistency, cost savings, im-
proved food safety, ability to
overcome seasonal limitations
and year-round availability
of processed vegetables, the
USDA report recommended.

The US faces strong com-
petition due to a tariff dis-
advantage, as the Philippines
applies a Most Favored Nation
(MFN) tariff rate on imported
products that are not soutced
from any of the country’s free
trade agreement partners. The
MEN tariff rates range from 3
to 15 percent.

However, despite the high-
er prices resulting from this
disadvantage, Filipinos gen-,
erally prefer US processed
vegetables due to their supe-
rior quality and assurance of
food safety, the USDA report
observed.
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UP scientists warn of infectious parasites
in raw veggies, seafood

cientists from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines
(UP) are reminding the
public to thoroughly wash
and cook their market-bought
fresh produce and seafood
as a precautionary measure
against parasites. '
. The parasite that causes
toxoplasmosis, called Toxo-
plasma gondii (T. gondii), is one
of the most infectious para-
sites in the world: it affects
almost.a third of the world's
population, most especially
vulnerable groups such as the
pregnant and immunocompro-

mised. While most people in-
fected with the dis_ezgs_e‘do not
present any symptoms§, some
may suffer flu-like symptoms,
such as fever, headache and
muscle aches. But in severe
cases, toxoplasmosis can cause
inflammation of the brain and
blurry vision. Infected parents’
newborn infants may suffer
from excessive fluid in the
brain ‘and developmental is-
sues. Fortunately, treatments
are available for toxoplasmo-
sis, hence symptomatic indi-
viduals are advised to seek
timely medical attention.

Cielo Emar M. Paraoan,
Ren Mark D. Villanueva and
Marie Christine M. Obusan
of the UP Diliman College of
Science’s Institute of Biology
(UPD-CS IB) found that T. gon-
dii is fairly common in vegeta-
bles and oysters they sampled
from local markets in Central
Luzon. Among the vegetables
tested were lettuce, cabbage,
carrots, cauliflower and mung
bean sprouts.

Six .out of 60 collected
vegetable samples contained
traces of T. gondii, with leafy
vegetables found to be more

contaminated than root veg-
etables. Similarly, for oysters,
four out of 44 samples were
also contaminated. The re-
searchers noted that the T.
gondii traces found in both
vegetables and oysters are
of Type I genotype. The re-
searchers aim to investigate
further the genotypes of T.
gondii that will be detected
in the country, as Asia is re-
ported to have a high degree
of genetic diversity.

The study provides evi-
dence that T. gondii may be
transmitted through vegeta-

bles and oysters that are be-
ing sold in supermarkets and
public markets. However, re-
searchers noted that they only

‘tested a small sample size,

and more studies with bigger
sample sizes must be con-
ducted. At present, they have
an ongoing study that detects
the parasite in environmental
samples.

The study also under-
scores the importance of
adequately preparing fresh
produce and seafood to elim-
inate not just T. gondii but
also other parasites that may

be present. The authors also
emphasized the need for bet-
ter management of biological
pollutants.

“The most sustainable ap-
proach for reducing the risk
of T. gondii exposure through
the consumption of seafood
should focus on reducing T.
gondii contamination at its
source, as well as mitigat-
ing the flow of contaminated
runoff to water bodies,” the
authors said in their paper,
published in the October 2023
issue of the Philippine Journal
of Science.
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i n d Fresh -
Gardén na nagsimula
lamang sa libangan
hanggang maging ma-
laking negosyo o fmm
hobbg_ip businees.

bymngrirelino na pag-

ay makikita sa

8000 V. Baltazar St.,

. Brgy. Palatiw Pasig’
City.

From;Garden to
table ang concept ng
Beyond Fresh.

Ayon kay Dr. Alo-
mesen, Iibangan la-

| BEYOND FRESH: F.,.}-,,OM
_HOBBY TO BUSINES

mang niya noong’ una
ang pagtatanim ng iba't
ibang uri ng halaman

Pilipino Star

N gyon.atawrmr.frashest
ibabahagi ko sa Ieary"'pahayagm[)r
Alomesen.

Sa pagbisita ng

Masaganang Buhay
Teamng

Reporter sa Beyond ‘
,. Fresh ay pumukaw sa

Fresh aming paningin ang

malawak na taniman

Avelino Alo- - ng iba’t ibang variety

ng lettuce.

Tuloy-tuloy ang.

harvest ng lettuce sa

‘Beyod Fresh, dahil na- s

ka-program ang pag- W

-tatanim, may inaani,

lalo na ng iba’t ibang e e -

vanetyngletuxcehang-
Qalygg maging negosyo

“Beyond Freshstart-

ed as a hobby, which a

small NFT Hydroponics
purchase online was
used primary intentions
was fo grow vegetables
for personal consump-
tion only,” ani Dr. Alo-
mesen.

Hanggang unfi-un-
ting lumakiang taniman
ng iba'tibang uri ng gu-

“lay sa pamamagitan ng
hydroponics method.

Marami sa mga
kaibigan, kakilala at
mlsmong kabarangay

ang taniman ng sari-
wang gulay ni Dr. Alo-
mesen.

“Top Quality Hydro-
ponlc Farm that work

L Do

Ang malawlk na taniman ng iba’t Ibang

variety ng lettuce at iba pang gulay sa

Beyond Fmsh.

tanim at may bagong

punia.
Pahayag ni Dr. Alo-
mesen, anytime na
ng fresh

iettut:e ang mmiang

makosbnuaynay-
roon silang available na

“All year round -

po ay mayroon ka-

~ming maaani,” ani

Dr.Alomesen.

Sa mga nais bu-

mili ng Fresh. Lettuce
sa.Beyond Fresh ay i-

text o tawagan lamang
sila sa 0998-956-34-54

e B L

yondfreshfarm@gmail.
yondfreshbydonavelino
at sa kanilang page na
Urban Fam.

Para makahingi

hin Iamang nanabasa 3
ninyo sa kolum ng Mag-
sasakang Reporter sa
Pilipino Star Ngayon

angmngkolsaaewnd
Sadaratlng naaraw

ng Linggo, December
17, 2023 ay mapapa-
'nood -ninyo ang pa-

kayDr Avelino

-l e i

'- Plllplno Star

BERT:

sa Masa—
ganang Buhay TV at
Radio Show ng Magsa-
salangRepoﬁer

- Samantala, para sa

* ibaj pang tips at sikreto

sa pagtatanim ng iba't
ibang uri ng halaman
sa pamamagitan ng
organikong pama-
maraan, maaari po
kayong mancod at
makinig ng aking tv at
radio program na Ma-
saganang Buhay fu-
wing Linggo, alas-7:00
hanggang alas-8:00
ng umaga sa OnePH
Cignal TV, Channel 1
ng TV-5. Mapapaking-
gan din po sa Radyo
Singko 92.3 News FM.

Maaari rin kayong
manood at mag-subs-
cribe at mag-follow sa
aking Youtube Chan-
nel na ANG MAGSA-
SAKANG REPORTER

at Facebook na Mer

Layson at Facebook
page na Ang Magsa-

&% sakang Reporter, TV

host Vlogger para sa
iba pang kaalaman

at Impormasyon sa

pagtatanim ng iba’t
ibang uri ng halaman
sa pamamagitan ng

‘organikong pamama-

raan. .
Tuwing araw ng

B Martes ay regular nin-
! s/ong mababasa ang

king kolum dito sa
Ngayon
N) ng Star Gmup
of Publications. .
Sa mga tanong at

‘komento ay maaari

ninyo akong i-text,
huwag tawag, sa
09178675197. iLb

- STAY SAFE, HAP-
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LOWER RICE PRICES

SPEAKER Ferdinand
Martin G.Romualdezhas
vowed that the House of
Representatives would
relentlessly pursueefforts

to make rice available at”

affordableprices.
“Hindi po kami ti

_presyo ng bigas sa hala-
gang abot—kaya ng ordi-

naryong mamamayan,”
Romualdezsaid inhiskey-
note message during the
Philippine EconomicBrief- |

inginlloilo City organized

bytheMarcosadmnustra- -

~ tion'seconomicmanagers
: tigil toinformthecity’sprivate:
hangga'thindinaibabaang

sector on the administra-
tion’s achievements and
developmentplans

" He made the commit-
mtanudreporls&\atlcw-
priced rice, whose retail
K;'n:e President Marcos

d capped atP45 perkilo,
is now seldom available
in the market, which is
ﬂoodedth}waneh&sseli—
ing at prices above P50
perkilo. =
jester Mamtlastas
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