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Alittle over a month since he took office at the Department
of Agriculture, I asked agriculture se Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jr. about the rising prices of ve lesHeIookedat
his mobile phone and rattled off the prices of a few. Yes,

‘arerising but he is alreadyworkmg on the Ioglshcs side of the
ture sector to make things

The DA looks like ot
oggl culture department at this time of

iously understands food dls{:ributxon, and being a busi-
nessman, his approach is pra ic and results-oriented.

We have had politicians, bureaucrats,

'DEMAND -

and academics on tog. of DA and they
' AND miserably failed. Perhaps this results-
SUPPLY

-choice to lead the

mer:hedexecuhvewﬂdehverm:tmmes
we can see. :

Now that he has been confirmed by
the Commission of A ents, expect
him to clean up the DA staff of dead-
woods who
percent for many years. Ima
that... half a million ngw chzldcmng:rlg
added to our population each year and
BOG ‘CHANCO our abﬂrtyto grow our food declined or
e P Py

: : Inhls Pressconfemm:e,SecLamel
com about statistics. He was studying agri-
cultural data before he a toﬂ"leandl'usgut
feel told him the official numbers are not right. The DA
started to cross check with 'wholumﬂ-'leagtimﬂtmal
market and confirmed his h about misl data.

Woe to those who fed him data. anate business
executives like him have no tolerance for subordinates who
feed wrong data.i-ledldn’tsayltouB!ghtbutltWasobkus

hewTBa: about rice.
t, b umshngonbemgagncultumsecretary
forayear lost valt leﬁme:HeWasmakmgdeusmnsbased

crisis. Sec, Laurel

the sector at zero to one

Date:

Page:

onbuﬂsl‘utdatabnmga;rme,mum,ﬁdmes,.mdother
food items. By allowing himself to be fooled, the President
_ was complicit in our very high food inflation that raised our
inflation rate to a level that forced the BSP to raise interest
ratesseveralhmes

newsxs,tlmgsshouldstart%

badnewsls, g)babygetworse
better. It takes a e&mgasbmkenasouragn—
cultural sector. Indeed,befomSecIGkn can make things better,
he has to avert a ial rice crisis fifst.

The fact that the palay (unhashed rice) price is the
roof is proof that is wrong with DA’s data. The DA

knows his first test is to assure an adequate supply
of rice, specially through the extended dry season brought
about by EINino.

For starters, he warned the rice im to use their im-

port permits right away or he will cancel them. The importers

are reluctant to i neebecauseﬂapncemVietmmand
Thmland our traditional , have up beyond
their to recover in our ic ranly

s chngtheBSpermnttanffappearstobeon
aﬁeﬂ happen when Congress On recess. 'I'hatwﬂl
mgmﬁmntlyreduueﬂlecharmethattradersmﬂlosemoney

by importing..

Myﬁee-marketecononust&letﬂshavebeen
think that the traders, acting on the basis of market si

(potenhalslwrtage),rlw?ﬂ‘;nmhhmmport,noemtakeadvanmge

to

of that opportunity. traders are acting on self-interest by

refusing to import given hi record high international

rice prices plus a price cap and bodega raids.
Actually, we have i a few months ago and

stockpiled the way Indonesia did. A million metrictons of rice
were initially xmported by Indonesia in anticipation of El Nifio
and made a order for another million:
mm“mﬁm“m“mm rtunately, the
ce $600 per metric ton. Unfo
cart'tnrwort.So mreasmabfebufferstock. :
But not to worry. Sec. Kiko was working on it even before

1 3 DEC 2023 By i

tions to protect consumers, i

‘MT.Itisim

orderswhenthe this to help
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he took office. He adlplomatlc apptﬁach with India.
The latest I heard is that the Indian government has looked
positively at the suggestion to exempt us from the exportban
earlier imposed on rice. A government-to-government agree-
mentmaybemtheofﬁng

Still, Sec. Kiko doesn’t want to be this helpless because the

government can only boost our rice stockpile by buying from

domestic farmers. To buy massively from local farmers, he
needs a substantially increased budget for NFA. He wants a

big enough stockpile that will help him moderate price move-

“ments of this very political commodity.

Sec. Kiko will propose to the President that NFA be given
a wider leeway to increase the cein to the
market. He wants to reward the farmers who actually planted
rice with a high price. This, he said, is better than the
usualayudabasedonahstnddledmthghostfarmers

He wants NFA to be able to respond to the traditional
traders who have now cornered whatever domestic rice
ply there is. Their very high buying price for shows
mtenﬂonofh‘ademmhoazdsoﬁteycancaﬂ ots if a rice
supply crisis happens as early as next month.

- As for sugar, Sec. Kiko also wants more timely importa-
businesses on
sugazHemawam&!atElehasalmadycausedadedme-m
production in Thailand, a major sugar producer. This means
the landed cost of i rise.

Sources tell me that we currently have a big excess stock
from the last few rounds of imports. However, we still produce
just around 1.8!1-Ml',w}meas consumption is around 2.5m
that the SRA makes an import program in
line with the interests of cers and consumers, not traders:

It is clear that Sec. Kiko has a full plate. He has been suc-

nxrmgl‘nsownbusmessandneeds this job like a
hole in hi h;z:l - But he is eager and street smart and is doing
coun -
theGOOthCR’t}S:xclgsKlko&Y And drain the swamp at DA. That's
only way will get better.
Boo Chanco’s email acﬁtms is behanco@gmail.com. Follow
him on X or Twitter @boochanco :
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“Allot excess rice tariffs for ~Ricetariffs...
' C?lSh aid, crop insurance’

BY JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
w@sam _medenilla

Y ICE planters are assured
I of réceiving at least P15.5

billion in excess tariff col-

lection next year and pundits said -

this could be used to increase the
state’s cash assistance and fundits
3 grop msu:gmce and dwgrs;ﬁcatlon
programs. | UmE Sih
-+ Thelatest Burea stoms
(1330 C) d::': analy'zedbfgge BuslI-
NESSMIRROR showed that it has
collected P25.55 billion in rice
tariffs from January to Novem-
ber, 22.85 percent higher than
" the P20.798 billion it collected
in the same period last year.

With the latest ﬁgﬁreé, the BOC
tallied a new record high in terms

. ofricetariff collection since the na-

tional government liberalized the

country’s rice trade regime through

Republic Act 11203 in 2019.

Publicly available BOC data
showed that the bureau col-
lected more rice tariffs despite
a3.88-percent drop in total im-
portvolume duringthe 11-month
period.

BOC data indicated that the

country imported 3.108 million

metric tons (MMT) of rice from
January to November, some
125,000 MT lower than the 3.233

SEE “RICE TARIFFS,” A2

courmunn FROM A1

MMT;;.recorded in the same pe-

agppla
Pur
‘inbound shipments of rice

year. & i

’fe’l due to higher global prices and

supply constraints.

onetheless, the > spikeinworld

rice prices, 1nduced‘by India’s ban

| onitsexports,has hfted thecoun-

try’s tariff collection.

Given this collection perfor-
mance, atleast P15.55 billionmay
now be considered as excess rice
tariff collection since P10 billion

its and mdustry players ‘

isautomatically earmarked for the
rice competitiveness enhancement
fund (RCEF).

‘Under existing laws, rice tariffs
in excess of P10 billion will be used
to bankroll various programs out-

" side the RCEF, whichincludesacash

assistanceprogram forrice farmers
tilling two hectares and below.

‘Hike cash aid’
PUBLICLY available Department
of Agriculture (DA) documents

showed that there are some 2.384 -

million rice farmers registered in
the Registry System for Basic Sec-
torsin Agriculture (RSBSA) whoare
eligible foritsrice farmers financial

L

assistance (REFA) prograni.
AtP5,000each, the DArequires
P12.09 billion to cover all the eli-

. giblerice farmerstillingbelow two

hectares of land.
This would result in a surplus

fund of atleast P3.5 billion for the
2023 rice tariff collection.

Given the surplus, Roehlano M.
Briones, senior research fellow at
Philippine Institute Development

Studies, said the unconditionalcash -

assistance toricefarmers shouldbe
increased toutilizeallthe excessrice
tariffs collected by the BOC

If the number-of eligible rice
farmer beneficiaries next year
would remain the same next year,

then each individual should re-
ceive at least P6,500, based on
BusIiNESSMIRROR’s computations.

“That is the fastest way to give

~ assistance. So that even rice farm-

erswould havea Chnstmagvbonus,
Briones told the BUSINESSMIRROR.
Healsourgedthe DA to comnder

settingaside some funds to update

and revalidate the RSBSA list.

Crop msurance,dmrsi{katlon
MEANWHILE, the Philippine
Chamber of Agriculture and Food
Inc. President DaniloV. Fausto said
the P3.5-billion surplus can be
used by the DA to rollout projects

PAGT

that will mitigate the impact of El b R
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Last year, th
total of P22.796 billion inrice tar-
iffs of which P12.796 billion was
earmarked for the REFA program.
However, the excess rice tariff
collection is over and above the
amount that should be allotted
to all the RSBSA-registered eli-
gible rice farmers. At a total cost
of P12.09 billion, the state has a
surplus of some P706 million in
rice tariffs this year.
Underexistinglaws, rice tariffs
collected in a given year are certi-
fied by the BOC in the following

calendar year.

Page 1 of
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DUE T0'STRONG' EL NINO-DOST

At least 65 provinces might
experience moderate-to-se-
vere drought conditions
from February to May next
year due to a “strong” El
Nino, a climate pattern char-
acterized by the unusual
warming of surface waters
in the eastern tropical Pa-
cific Ocean, the Department
of Science and Technology
(DOST) warned.

“By end of May, 77 per-
cent of the provinces in the
country will have potential
for drought. That would be
around 65 provinces and 7
percent potential for dry
spell or around six provinc-
es,” Science and Technology
Secretary Renato Solidum Jr.
said at a Palace briefing on
Tuesday.

Provinces in northern
- Luzon would experience
drought while some parts of
Mindanao would likely expe-
rience dry conditions.

“Essentially, all the rest
of the country would be from
dry condition to drought
Mostly drought,” he said.

The DOST chief said
there were indications that
the strong El Nifio would be
“comparable” to the 1997 to
1998 episode, which was re-
garded as the worst El Nifio
event in the world.
~ “So, we need to plan
ahead and we should make it
fast,” he said.

Inter-agency plan

On Tuesday, President
Marcos met with officials of
the Department of Agricul-
ture, the National Economic
and Development Authority,
the Department of Environ-
ment and National Resourc-

Renato Solidum Jr.

es, and the National Irrigation
Administration, and ordered
them to categorize actions into
short- and medium-term to
mitigate the impact of El Nifo.

“One important thing is to
enhance the communication
effort, and this will be handled
by the Office of the President
so that we can have a massive
information campaign on what
we need to do, what the govern-
ment is doing and what our ka-
babayan (countrymen) should
also be doing,” Solidum said.

The government, he said,
has prepared a national action
plan to ensure water, energy,
food and health security during
the El Nifio phenomenon.

In another interview, Na-
thaniel Servando, administrator
of the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical

. Services Administration, said

there would be a “little possi-
bility that we will have tropical
cyclones this month.”

Servando also assured the
public of adequate water sup-
ply, as the reservoir levels in
the country’s biggest dams
were still above their normal
operating capacity. —MNESTOR
CORRALES INQ

Page of
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NIA to
launch
P4.48B in
projects

THE National Irrigation Ad-
ministration (NIA) is set to
1naugufate P4. 48 bﬁhon‘wonh
of pm]ects in pursuit of devel-
oping the irrigation sector.

An agency under the D‘eban—
ment of Agriculture, NIA said
on 'I‘Ltesday that they'will fast-
track irrigation development in
the country with the inaugura-
-tion of three projects today,
December 13.

One of the projects NIA
will inaugurate is the P1.276-
billion Balbalungao Small
Reservoir Irrigation Project
(Balbalungao SRIP) in Lupao,
Nueva Ecija.

“In pursuit of innovations
and modernizations in irriga-
tion facilities, Balbalungao
SRIP was constructed to irrigate
967.19 hectares of agricultural
land in the barangays of San
Isidro, Balbalungao, Salvacion
and Mapangpang in the Mu-
nicipality of Lupao,” said NIA.

Around 560 local farmers

and their families are seen
benefiting from this irrigation
project that will also provide
‘the province with hydroelectric
power and other benefits such
as in aquaculture, tourism and
watershed management.
* On the same day, the ground-
* breaking ceremony for the
- P2.435-billion Bayabas SRIP
- will be hosted by the depart-
ment in the town of DRT,
Bulacan.

i\ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

This water project is expected
to irrigate 27,978 hectares
of farmland, encompassing
17 municipalities in Bulacan
and four towns in Pampanga.
Around 20,016 farmers are
expected to benefit from the
project.

On the other hand, the turn-
over ceremony of several farm-
ing equipment will be held
in Subic Bay Freeport Zone,
Olongapo City, Zambales.

Some 141 units of wheeled
excavators worth P776 million
will be distributed to NIA field
offices nationwide.

NIA said the equipment to
be delivered is part of the first
tranche of its Three-Year Re-
Fleeting Program from calen-
dar year 2023-2025, aiming to
ensure efficient and proper use
and maintenance of irrigation
systems across the country.

“With the conduct of these
events, NIA hopes to fast-track
irrigation development, not
just to alleviate poverty in rural
communities, but also to create
a huge impact in the irrigation
sector,” it said.

Moreover, NIA added that is
also in line with the govern-
ment’s thrust toward improving
agricultural productivity and
increasing farmers’ income.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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BFAR ISSUES RED TIDE WARNING IN EASTERN VISAYAS

# TACLOBAN CITY: The Bureau of Fish-
eries and Aquatic Resources
7 (BFAR) in Eastern Visayas re-
1 ported on Monday that seawater
“ samples obtained in Cancabato
/' Bay, Tacloban City tested positive
for Pyrodinium bahamense, an
unsafe microorganism that caus-

es paralytic shellfish poisoning.

It was additionally reported
that seawater samples obtained
around San Pedro Bay in Basey,
Samar were positive for the same
microorganisms.

As a result, a local red tide
warning has been issued in cer-

tain locations.

The public is cautioned not to
collect, sell, or eat any shellfish or
Acetes, locally known as alamang
or hipon (shrimp) from these bays.

The same warning applies in
the following areas: the coastal
waters of Guiuan, Eastern Samar;

Irong-Irong Bay (Catbalogan
City, Samar); and Matarinao
Bay in Eastern Samar (General
MacArthur, Quinapondan, Her—
nani, and Snlqedgj ;

consumption if they are fresh; well

_ ment close
Fish, sqiiids, and crabs ftom
these locations are safe for human

washed, and have had their inter-
nal organs, such as gills and in-
testines, removed before cooking.

“The BFAR and the local govern-
monitoring these
areas to safeguard public health
andaprotectttmih h industry,”
provincial fishery officer Loreginia

Briones said.

Red tide occurs when an exces-
sive amount of algae grows, turn-
ing the water red, green, or brown.
Certain algae release harmful
substances that contaminate the

shellfish that eat them.
MOISES CRUZ

Page of
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65 provinces face
El Nifio drought

. By HELEN FLORES

Around 65 provinces

in the country are like-

ly to be hit by severe

drought by the first half -

of 2024, government of-
ficials warned yesterday
as the El Nifio phenom-
enon further intensified.

Science Sec y Re-
nato Solidum Jr. likened
the prevailing El Nifio

to the 1997-1998 event

7 percanf of the ﬁyrovinces of
the country that will have poten-

esﬁedauy on the

— the worst experienced
by the country that left
billions of pesos in dam-
age to agriculture. -
“Now, based on re-

“ cent conditions, moder-

ate to severe drought
conditions are likely
from February to May
2024. And by end of
May, there would be
"~ Turn to Page 2

' i e various fields that bureau and the Department of Ag-
‘were already mentioned like health,

water, agricultyre, sanitation and
of course, peace and order; and we
also need to involve everyonein this s

riculture, at Malacafian, - yesterday
“to tackle consolidated measures
" to mitigate the impact of El Nifio,
ressing the need to intensify ef-

tial for drought — that would be effort” headded. forts and ensure timely release of
around 65 provinces; and seven According to Solidum, the ef- assistance to affected areas.

percent potential for dry s ellor fects of El
around six »rovinces,” Solidum

said at a Malacafiang press brief- -
ing. e P
: g"And- because of this, we need
to further intensify our efforts to -
make sure that we are ready for

.
/s

ifio are currently felt
in some areas in the country, and
this is characterized by the re-
~ duction of rainfall up to 80 per- .
cent which led to dry conditions.
President Marcos met with various
~ agencies, including the weather

Solidum said majority of the
gllobal climate model suggests that
"Nifio will likely persist until the
scond quarter of 2024. -
~ The President has directed agen-
cies to categorize actions into short-
" and medium-term, Solidum said.

Page of
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DROUGHT MAY STRIKE
65 PROVINCES-DOST

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
w@sam_medenilla

S 65 out of the country;s
82 provinces are projected
to suffer drought in the

coming months due to El Nifio,
the government has updated its
mitigation measures to cope with
the projéected lower rainfall next
year, accordingto the Department
of Science andTechnology (DOST).

The DOST said the number of
drought-affected provinces could
reach 65 by May 2024. The agency
" nioted that majority of global cli-
mate modelssuggest that EINifio
will likely persist until the second
quarter of next year.

“Baséd on recent conditions,
moderate to'severe drought con-

_ditions are likely from February .

to May 2024. And by the end of
May, 77 percent of the provinces
of the country will have poten-
tial for drought—that would be
around 65 provinces,” DOST Sec-
retary Renato U. Solidum said in
a press briefing in Malacaniang
last Tuesday. :

“We need to furtherintensify
our efforts to make sure that
we are ready for this especially
on the various fields that were

SER “DROUGHT,” A2

Page t of z
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Higher farmgate sugar
prices to help farmers

RIOR to 2019, the government had intervened in
the rice market via the National Food Authority
(NFA). As the agency's primary mandate was to
ensure the stable supply and prices of the staple,
the NFA bought rice even at ﬁigh prices and sold it at a
fixed rate. The goal was to discourage unscrupulous trad-
ers from taking advantage of certain events, liﬂe typhoons,
which could make products like rice more expensive.

DEC. 13, 70
PACT. AL

The “buy high, sell low” policy of the NFA, however, caused the
agency's debts to balloon. By the time it stopped intervening in
the domestic rice market, the agency owed financial institutions
some P160 billion, according to the Department of Finance. RA
11203 mandated the NFA to stop selling rice in the local market
and focus instead on buffer stocking by purchasing the output of
Filipino farmers. ' { |

- The same scheme that the NFA abandoned is now under consid-
eration by the Department of Agriculture (DA) in its bid to prop
up the farmgate prices of sugar. Under the buy-and-sell scheme
that the agency is keen on implementing, government funds will
be used to buy sugar from farmers at higher farmgate prices and
this will be sold to consumers at lower prevailing market prices.
(See, “DA keen on scheme that will boost farmgate prices of
sugar,” December 11, 2023, BUSINESSMIRROR).

The plan was conceptualized in response to the clamor of sugar
planters for ‘government intervention” amid the decline in the
farmgate prices of the sweetener. For one, the United Federation
of Sugar Producers (Unifed) said the prevailing farmgate price of
raw sugar is no longer attractive for planters. The group said cur-
rent sugar prices fell by as much as 22 percent compared to levels
seen a year ago. ' B kak

Despite the decline in the farmgate prices of sugar, retail prices,
particularlyinurbanareas, remain elevated. In Metro Manila, data
from the Sugar Regulatory Authotityasof December 1 showed that
averaééi{%pégﬂ pﬁfgél:}gﬁ%iﬁea sugar sold lgx%’k«r‘isgtllﬁ‘f'ia''1'kets an gt‘l’;ig 4
ceries settled at P89.77 per kilo and P99.43 per kilo, respectively.
Unifed lamented that these high prices do not benefit planters.

Ifthe schemebeing proposed by the DA pushes through, itwould
dowell for those responsible for implementing it to make judicious
use of government funds. They must see to it that the program
would truly benefit small-scale planters who have been badly af-
fected by the spike in the cost of inputs. Government resources
are limited as it is, given the record debt it has already incurred, so
each peso that will be allotted for this buy-and-sell scheme must
beputtogooduse. ‘

While this buy-and-sell scheme could provide some relief, gov-
ernment must see to it thatitis also putting in place much-needed
reforms to make sugarcane production more efficient. The high
cost of inputs, particularly fertilizer, is discouraging planters
from producing food. And this burden is exacerbated by the lack
of necessary infrastructure, such as farm-to-market roads, and A
access to capital.
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(Part 5)
he country that rehg:ously
I followed the advice given
10 years ago in a McKin-
sey Report is Vietnam, which has
done wonders with its agricultur-
al sector during the last decade or
so, thus leaving the Philippines
behind in both economic growth
and poverty eradication.
The McKinsey Report in 2012
opined that in Vietnam’s drive to

,become a key player in the global

agricultural stage, its rural sec-
tors needed to develop greater
expertise and’ more technical
training to produce higher-qual-
ity products that can command
higher prices. Upon joining the
World Trade Organization, the
Vietnamese government agen-
cies, with some support from
NGOs, started in earnest to teach
producers the intricacies of good
agricultural practices so that they
could compete more effectively

_in the world markets. They did

this so well in the coffee sector
that today Vietnam has become
the second largest exporter of
high-quality coffee in the world,

_ supplanting Colombia as number

two to Brazil. Now there are on-

HUMA

OF EcalN%MECS

BERNARDO M. VILLEGAS

going efforts to replicate this feat
in the export of seafood products
through the creation of a more
comprehensive and modern in-
frastructure to certify the sus-
tainability and safety of its ¢

culture product, It 13 hoped that . itera
‘now that our new Secretary of  sur
: Aaﬂcﬂture is first and foremost

ane pert in the fisheries sector,
- we can compete with Vietnam in
beco;,nmg a world power in the
export of seafood products
T lessons learned from our
ghboring ASEAN countries
ha 'generated two different sets
ng ‘conclusions according
%ﬂé&tehr Rolly Dy. The main
c;i eﬂ&h between these two
‘views lies in the tim-
mgg ﬁaae of economic transi-
tion to aluggez level of productiv-
ity of the agricultural sector.

The first focuses on the pri-
mordial importance of the small
farmer. According to this view,
there should be increased in-
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vestment of the Government in
agriculture and rural develop-
yment. This will involve strong
_state support for major inputs,
marketing services, infrastruc-
ture development, and demo-
cratic processes of land reform.
Price and market incentives will
thave to be in place.
There should be an emphasis
on eﬁorts to improve the produc-

attract httle pn%tb sec
port, there will be a need fm‘ pub
lic funding. In addition, research
needs to take greater account of
differing natural resource endow
ments, more focused and more
region specific.

The alternative wew:?v 1l d
stress the 1% eed to ach;e@é
best outpo  for the- po

particularly those > with strong
links to the non-farm sector, as
the latter will provide jobs for the
rural poor. Also, there must be ac-
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cess to the markets of developed
countries for more processed
and high-quality products. The
rural poor can be best assisted by
improving their access to basic
services (health and education) to
enhance their human condition
and their social mobility.

In today’s circumstances in

‘which agricultural and rural

development are intricately
intertwined, it is necessary to
combine the small-holder ap-
proach and the corporate farm-
ing model. The State should
take greater responsibility for

" assisting the small farmers to

increase their productivity and
income. The private sector can
assume responsibility in invest-
ing in commercial or corporate
farming as well as in the service
and manufacturing phases of
agribusiness. Agribusiness goes
much beyond farming. Agricul-
ture does not thrive in a vacuum.
Inthe process of development, its

“links with, industry and services, .

deepen and widen. The farm sec-

tor purchases machinery, fertil- -

izer, insecticide, etc. Agricultural
raw materials are processed or
‘manufactured into higher value

goods. To bring these two major
economic sectors into dynamic
mode, services such as transport,
storage, finance, and trade are
critical, not to mention scientific
and technical research and de-
velopment. One study found that

11% of GDP, the whole agribusi-
ness value chain comprises 25%
to 30%.

One final word from Rolly. The
backwardness of Philippine ag-
riculture can be attributed to the
lack of strong institutions.

In this regard, he quotes
the famous book of Professors
Acemuglo and Robinson (2012)
titled Why Nations Fail: “It is
man-made political and eco-
nomic institutions that underlie
economic success (or lack of it).
Korea, takingjustone of their fas-
cinating examples, is a remark-
ably homogenous nation, yet the
people of North Korea are among
the poorest on earth while their

~brothers and sisters in South

Korea are among the richest.
The South forged a society that
created incentives, rewarded in-

novation, and allowed everyone

to participate in economic op-

portunities. The economic suc-
cess thus spurred was sustained
because the government became

* accountable and responsive to.

citizens and the great mass of
people. Sadly, the people of the

‘north have endured decades of
while farming accounts for about

famine, political repression, and |
very different economic institu-
tions — with no end in sight. The |
difference between the Koreas is |
due to the politics that created |
these completely different insti- |
tutional trajectories.” .
. He then cited one example |
of institution building that was |
dear to his heart because he had |
an opportunity to work for it. As
Dr. Fermin D. Adriano reported
in his eulogy, Rolly had the op-
portunity during his stint at the
World Bank (1979-1983) to work
on the Malaysian government’s
agricultural projects called the

. Federal Land Consolidation

and Rehabilitation Author-
ity (FELCRA) ax;d the Federal
Land Development Authority

' (FELDA). The World Bank ex-

tended financial assistance to
these development projects and
appointed Rolly as its project
team leader.
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

T least 65 provinces will experience severe
drought from February to May next year due

o a “strong” El Nino, the Department of
Science and Technology (DoST) said on Tuesday.

e
N2 LIBRARY
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Science and Technology Secretary Rena-
to Solidum said around six provinces or 7
percent of the total provinces nationwide
may experience a dry spell.

“Based on recent conditions, moderate
to severe drought conditions ‘are likely
from February to May 2024. And by end
of May, 77 percent of the provinces will

65 provinces face
severe drought

have potential for drought — that would
be around 65 provinces, and 7 percent
potential for dry spell or around six prov-
inces,” Solidum told reporters.

He warned that “the maximum tempera-
ture in Northern Luzon around April or
May can go up to 41 degrees centigrade.”

»DroughtA8
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65 provinces face

However, the heat index, the mea-
sure of how hot it actually feels
when humidity is factored in, could
bring up the temperature by 5 to 15
more degrees.

In Metro Manila, the tempera-
ture could reach 38.3 degrees,
while in lowland Luzon, it can
be as high as 39.9 degrees. Mind-
anao could sizzle in April at 39.5
degrees.

Solidum said the country must
prepare for a “strong” El Nifio.

“We need to further intensify
our efforts to make sure that we
are ready for this, especially in the
various fields that were already
mentioned, like health, water, agri-
culture, sanitation, and peace and
order, and we also need to involve
everyone in this effort,” he added.

The Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa)
earlier warned that the provinces
of Batangas, Cavite and Oriental
Mindoro will likely start experienc-
ing drought in December this year.

Pagasa Officer in Charge Na-
thaniel Servando said severe dry
conditions will affect Abra, Tlocos
Norte, Bataan, Zambales, Occiden-
tal Mindoro and Metro Manila,

A dry spell is defined as three
consecutive months of below-
normal rainfall conditions, while
a dry condition is defined as two
consecutive months of below-
normal rainfall conditions.

Areas hit by drought have three
consecutive months of way below-
normal rainfall conditions, ora 60

percent reduction from average
rainfall.

Solidum warned that the El
Nino episode could be compa-
rable to the episodes in 1997 and
1998, which were regarded as the
WOISt.

He said the government had
prepared a national action plan
(NAP) to ensure water security,
food security, energy security and
public safety.

The NAP will be implemented
by various government agencies
in collaboration with local com-
munities.

“The details of the plan will
be further elaborated by the con-
cerned departments, ensuring a
comprehensive and coordinated
response to the challenges posed
by El Nino,” he said.

The official stressed the need for
a massive information campaign
on what citizens and the govern-
ment can do to mitigate the effects
of El Nifio. ]

“We need to plan ahead, and
we should make it fast,” he said.

During the sectoral meeting in
Malacafiang on Tuesday, Solidum
said President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
ordered the coordination of all the
plans to mitigate the effects of El
Nifio on water, agriculture, energy,
health, security and education.

“The directive of the President
would be to categorize actions into
short and medium. The short must
be implemented promptly, the
easy ones. We have to be realistic,”
Solidum said.
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By RAYMUND ANTONIO and BETHEENA UNITE

ixty-five provinces—about 77
percent of the country—may
experience drought in May
2024,

Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST) Secretary Renato So-
lidum Jr. bared this on Tuesday, Dec.
12, during a Palace briefing as the
government gears up for the impact
of the El Nifio phenomenon.

Drought in 65 provinces seen

Marcos orders intensified efforts to mitigate effects of El Nifio

With Solidum’s forecast, President
Marcos ordered an intensified effort to
mitigate the effects of El Nifio on wa-
ter, agriculture, energy, health, secu-
rity, education, and other effects into
an updated National Action Plan on El

- Nifio. He also ordered the creation of a

National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council (NDRRMC)-led
task force that will be under the Office
of the President.

Speaking after a sectoral > 10
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Drought in 65 provinces seen 1<

meeting with President Marcos, So-
lidum explained that “moderate to
severe drought conditions” will be felt
from February to May 2024. During
that period, 65 provinces may experi-
ence potential drought. Around seven
percent—or Six provinces—will have
the potential for a “dry spell.”

Solidum said “the maximum tem-
perature in Northern Luzon around
April or May may be up to £41°C (de-
grees centigrade) and that would be
- the actual temperature.”

But he stressed that the heat in-
dex— the measure of how hot it actu-
ally feels when humidity is factored
in—could bring up the temperature
by 5°C to/15%C: = ¢

In Metro Manila, the DOST official
said the forecast is 38.3°C, while low-
land Luzon can be as high as 39.9°C.
Mindanao by April would experience
'39.5°C in temperature. :

Solidum admitted that there would
be a “strong” indication of El Nifio
next year, so it’s important to be
prepared for it.

“And because of this, we need to
further intensify our efforts to make
sure that we are ready for this, es-
pecially the various fields that were
already mentioned like health, water,
agriculture, sanitation and of course,
peaoeandorder;amlwea}soneedmin—
volve everyone in this effort,” he added.

President Marcos ordered govern-
ment agencies to coordinate plans to
mitigate the impact of the El Nifio
phenomenon.

Marcos stressed the need to pri-
oritize efforts based on short-term
and long-term interventions of the
government.

Under the National Action Plan for
El Nifio, the government has identified
five sectors where plans and activi-
ties are being laid out to mitigate the
effects of El Nino, namely in water,
food, power, health, and public safety.

National Defense Secretary Gil-
berto Teodoro Jr. presented to the
President the National Action Plan
(NAP) for El Nifio, a comprehensive
strategy covering water security,
food security, energy security, health
security and public safety.

It aims to enhance community
resilience and address the anticipated

- impacts of the 2023-2024 El Niiio.

Teodoro also introduced the Na-
tional El Nifio Online Platform (NOP),
4 database designed to facilitate the
development of well-informed, data-
driven plans and programs to combat
the effects of El Nifio. i

Marcos stressed the need to inten-
sify efforts and ensure timely release
of assistance to affected areas and
told officials to encourage the public
to take part in the government efforts.

Page

of

N




Date: DE<- 1S,

A

P
) 8
ﬁ:‘ DEPT.

LIBRARY

Bulacan provincial gov’t opens
new agri office and training center

By FREDDIE VELEZ !

Governor Daniel R. Fernando
and Vice Governor Alexis C.
Castro led the opening of the new
Provincial Agriculture Office at the
2nd floor of the Capitol Compound
in the City of Malolos on Monday,

‘Dec.11. J

.The brand-new two-storey
building also hosts the Farmers/
Fisherfolks Training Center
(FFTC) Program Management,

Agribusiness and Marketing

Assistance Division, Farmers’
Information and Technology
Services (FITS) Center, the
Provincial Agriculture and Fisheries
Extension Center (PAFEC), and the
Training Rooms on the first floor.
The second floor also houses the
Crops Development Division, the
Fisheries Development Division,
the Conference Room, and the
Administrative Division and Office
of the Provincial Agriculturist.
- Meanwhile, a separate building
was also inaugurated to serve as the
FFTC dormitory and guest rooms.

“Sa wakas po ay natapos na

at ngayon nga ay magagam1t na ng
ating mga kawani mula sa PAO at mga
Bulakenyong magsasaka at mangin-
gisda na sasailalim sa mga pagsasanay
ang gusaling ito. Nawa ay makatulong
ang ating ipinagawang imprastraktu-

ra upang mas higit na yumabong ang

sektor ng agrikultura at pangisdaan

OF AGRICULTURE

sa ating lalawigan,” (Finally it's fin-
ished and now our staff from PAO and
Bulakenyo farmers and fishermen
who will undergo training can use this
building. May the infrastructure we
have created help make the agriculture
and fishery sector in our province more

‘prosperous),” Fernando said.

Provincial Agriculturist Ma. Gloria
SF. Carrillo said that with the new of-
fice, one of her aspirations for the
Bulakenyo farmers and fisherfolks has
come true. :

NEW PAO AND FFTC BUILDING — Gov. Daniel R. Fernando and Vice Gov. Alexis C. Castro lead the
ribbon-cutting with Provincial Agriculturist Ma. Gloria SF. Carrillo, Chairman of Provincial
Agriculture and Fishery Council Ruperto Hernandez, and Bausa Integrated Farm and Training
Center, Inc. Chairman Luis D. Bausa during the inauguration of the Provincial Agriculture Office
and Farmers/Fisherfolks Training Center as well as the FFTC dormitory on Monday, Dec. 11,
2023, at the Provincial Capitol Compound, City of Malolos, Bulacan. Also in photo are Provincial
Engineer’s Office Head Engineer Glenn D. Reyes, Provincial Veterinarian Dr. Voltaire . Basinang,
Provincial Information Technology Office Head Engr. Rhea Liza L. Ramos-Valerio, and Provincial
General Services Office Head Carina SP. Espiritu. (Photo courtesy of PPAD)
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tryare are forecast to experience dmught
d of May 2024 due to a “strong” El Nifio,

and Technology Secretary Renato Sohdum
3 3 briefing, Solidum said around six prov-

t o the total provinces nationwide

ovinces of
twould be

mdofMay,Wpercent of the

will have potential drought.

d 65 provinces,” he said.
essentially, the rest of the country would be

oondlhon to drought, mostly drought,” Soli-
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spell is deﬁned as three consecuhve months
of below normaI rainfall condition while a dry condi-
tion is defined as two. consecutive months of below

‘normal rainfall condition, both 21to 60 percent reduc-.

tion from average
- Drought s three consécutwe mon&:s of way below
normal rainfall condition or 60 percmt red

i
So dumsmd&teg&ectsofEINlﬁoarecurrenﬂyfeit
and havebeen experienced in some areas in the coun-
ledg the reduction of rainfall up to 80 percent,
to dry conditions or dry spells.

"Based on recent ecmdxpons, moderate to severe
drou tcondlhonaa:ehkelyfromPebrunrYtoMay
2024,” Solidum said.

He warned thatﬂzerelsanmdxcahonﬂ\at the strong

 weather phenomenon is “com arable” to the 1997 to

1998 episode, which was regarded as the worst El Nifio

uctlon from

e'vent in the world.

" He said El Nifio is ﬁéanng its peak in the corrung

- months and will likely persist until the second quarter

of 2024,

¥ AccordmﬁtoSohdum,efforhsmustbemtensxﬁedto y
ensu:e that country is “ready” for the phenome-

Sohdum said the govemment has prepared a na-
tional action plan that aims to ensure water security,

food security, energy security, and health public safety
amid the El Niho Enenommon
“We need to ahead and we should make fast

progress. The evaluahon changed from the previous
one,” hesaid. “Wealsoneed toinvolve everyonemﬂus
effort,” he added. .

In November, Marcos directed concemed govern-

'mentagencxes to ?we production supgfrt to provinces

that are vulnerab e to the impacts of El Nifo. (PNA)
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Soybeans | up;._ wheat down

CHICAGO- US soybean futures
rose on Monday as concerns re-
emerged that drought conditions
in Brazil are having a detrimental
effect on crops in the top-pro-
ducing nation and after the US
government announced another
export sale.

Wheat futures plummeted
after rallying last week to four-
month highs, while corn was
pressured by spillover weakness
from wheat.

Chicago Board of Trade
most-active soybeans rose 2.5
percent to $13.36 a bushel - its

7 LIBRARY
M( DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

highest close in December - on

weather forecasts that show .

the northern half of Brazil
may still not be getting enough
rain to offset drought condi-
tions that are threatening crops.
The nation is still on pace to
produce its largest crop ever,
according to analysts and the

US government. 3

Brazil’s 2023/24 soybean plant-
ing had reached 91 percent of
the expected area as of Thursday,
consultancy AgRural said, com-

pared to 95 percent a year earlier.

- Reuetrs
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Cocoa sets 46-year high; sugar at 5- 1/ 2-month low

NEW YORK — New York cocoa

futures rose to a 46-year high on

Monday as crop problems in West
Africa tightened global supplies,
while raw sugar prices slid to a
.5-1/2-month low.

COCOA: March New York co-
coa receded to close 1.4% lower

at $4,211 per metric ton after .

hitting a 46-year peak of $4,308
earlier in the session.

Dealers said fundamentals re-
mained supportive with a third
successive global deficit expect-

ed in the 2023/2024 season and

port arrivals in top grower Ivory
Coast currently running 35.8%
beluw a year earlier

“Indlcators are pointing to

at '21.65 cents per pound (lb),

Dealers noted funds have

‘growing upside pressures, and " after setting a 5-1/2-month low  been scaling back a net long po-

~ if futures break above the trend

resistance, we would expect to
gain positive momentum in the
near term,” broker Sucden Fi-
nancial said. -

‘March London cocoa fell 1.5%
to £3,517 a ton after hitting a re-

.cord high of £3,581.

' Dealers noted the December
contract was due to expire on

‘Tuesday with the open interest
“still comparatively high at 8,473

lots, as of Friday, equating to

84,730 metric tons of cocoa.

| SUGAR: March raw sugar
settled 0 81 cent or 3 6% lower

LR RS U
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of 22.17 cents. ‘
‘Dealers said a change in In-
dia’s ethanol policy last week

~ which should boost sugar output

had contributed to the recent
slide, along with stronger-than-
expected production in Center-
South Brazil.

Brazil’s industry group Unica
will likely release production

- data for the second half of No-
- vember on Tuesday. A survey by

S&P Global Commodity Insights
indicates sugar production at1.25

milliontons in the period, 20% up 4

from ayea.r earher
5 R L4
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sition dunng the recent sharp
decline in prlces i
March white sugar fell 2. 6% at

_ $637.70 a ton.

COFFEE: March robusta cof-
fee gained 3.8% to $2,622 a ton,
boosted partly by a decline in
exports from top robusta pro-
duéer Vietnam.

March arabica coffee rose 3.9%

. at $1.841 per Ib, climbing back

‘up towards a sm—month peak of

S 8850 set earlier this month.

Brazil exported 18% more green
coffeein chember, industry group

o Cecafe said on Monday. — Reuter



