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The Manila Times’

DeparunmtAgnaﬂume (DA) has reimposed
the temporary ban on the importation of
poultry products originating from the Iowa in

the United States following outbreaks of the avian
influenza or bird flu in the state.

A memorandum order issued

and signed by Agriculture Seu'etary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. imposes

~ a ban on the importation of do-
mestic and wild birds, and their

produds including poultry meat,
day-old chicks, eggs and semen
- from Towa.

A report submitted by ‘the Unit-

ed States Department of Agricul-
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for Animal Health (WOAH) said
“there were several outbreaks of
H5N1 high pathogemcuy avian
influenza (HPAI) in the State of
Towa, United States of America,

 affecting domestic birds.”

“In a short period of time since
its first laboratory detection neces-

sitates a wider coverage of trade
restriction to prevent the entry of
'HPAI virus and protect the health

of the local poultry population,”
the memorandum order stated.

ate suspension of the processing,

evaluation of theapplication, and is- -

suance of sanitary and phytosanitary
import clearances for the aforemen-

tioned products from Iowa.

Meanwhile, shipments from lowa
that are already in transit and were
slaughtered or produced before the

issuance of the import ban will be

allowed to enter the country.
In 2016, an agreement between

* theveterinary authorities of the US

and Philippines said that a state-

there are three or more counties
affected with HPAI in one state.
“The abovementioned states have
three or more counties affected with
HPAI as reflected in their official
reports in the WOAH,” the DA said.
The Agriculture department first
imposed an import ban of poultry
products from lowa in April and
other US states including Missouri,
South Dakota, North Dakota and

‘Minnesota due to several out-

breaks of the bird disease.

Y Ji ﬁl"'f’- '“E*M@%w L P He 1 the WoNld Ofganization” ™ Lativel also’ordered the iffiedic* m&ﬁmmmmmﬂ%ﬁaeﬁmﬁmmﬂm

previous import ban of poultry
products from lowa and North.
Dakota state last July. ‘

rdmgtomeBumuofAmmal

Industry, the US shipped 130,50 mil-

lion kilograms (kg) of chicken meat,:
94,657 kg of duck and 211,648 kg of
turkey into the country from Ianuary
to October 2023.

Last year, a total of 123.146
million kg of poultry meat was.
shipped into the country from

the US. ]
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DA bans poultry
imports from lowa

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) has temporarily barred the
entry of imported poultry from
the state of Iowa in the United
States to prevent the spread of
bird flu in the country.

In a memorandum order,
the DA said the temporary ban
covers the importation of do-
mestic and wild birds and their
products including poultry
meat, day-old chicks, eggs and

semen originating from Iowa.

This means the processing,
evaluation of the application and
issuance of the required sanitary
and phytosanitary import clear-
ance to these commodities are
immediately suspended.

“All shipments coming from
the mentioned areas of the
[United States] that are in tran-
sit/loaded/accepted unto port
before the official communica-
tion of this order to the Ameri-
can authorities shall be allowed
provided the products were

slaughtered/produced 14 days
before the first outbreak in the
particular locality,” it said.

The DA imposed the import
ban after American authori-
ties reported to the World Or-
ganization for Animal Health
(WOAH) and USDA Animal and
Plant Health Inspect Service
(APHIS) that there are several
outbreaks of high pathogenicity
avian influenza (HPAI) subtype
Hs5N1 in Towa affecting domes-
tic birds.

“The rapid spread of H5N1

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influ-
enza in the [United States] in a
short period of time since its
first laboratory detection ne-
cessitates a wider coverage of
trade restriction to prevent the
entry of HPAI virus and protect
the health of the local poultry
population,” it said.

Last month, the DA pro-.
hibited the importation of im-
ported poultry coming from
Minnesota and South Dakota
as both states recorded cases
of bird flu.wva
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Republic of the Philippines y
Department of Agriculture .
BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES
Fisheries Building Complex, BPI Compound, Brgy. Vasra,
Visayas Ave., Quezon City
do@bfar.da.gov.ph | records@bfar.da.gov.ph
’ +63(2) 8539-5685
Shellfish Bulletin No. 29
v, Series of 2023
: 18 December 2023
Shellfishes collected and tested from Sapian Bay {ivisan and Sapian in Capiz; Mambuquiao and Camanci, Batan in Aklan); coastal waters
of Pontevedra, and Roxas City in Capiz; coastal waters of Gigantes Islands, Carles in liollo; coastal waters of Dauis and Tagbilaran City in

Bohol; Dumanquillas Bay in Zamboanga del Sur; Lianga Bay in Surigao del Sur; and coastal waters of San Benito in Surigao del Norte are
still positive for Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) or toxic red tide that is beyond the regulatory limit.

.‘
-r

All types of shellfish and Acefes sp. or alamang gathered from the areas shown above are NOT,SAFE for human consumption. Fish,
squids, shrimps, and crabs are safe for human consumption provided that they are fresh and washed thoroughly, and intemal organs such as gills and
intestines are removed before cooking.

The following areas continue to be FREE from toxic red tide: coastal waters of Cavite, Las Pifias, Parafiaque, Navotas, Bul . and Bataan
{Mariveles, Limay. Orion, Pilar, Balanga. Hermosa, Orani, Abucay; and Samal) in Manila Bay; mariculture areas in Infanta, coastal waters of Bolinao,
Anda, Alaminos, Sual, and Wawa, Bani in Pangasinan; mariculture areas in Rosario, and Sto. Tomas in La Union: coastal waters of Pampanga;
Masinloc Bay in Zambales; Pagbilao Bay, Pagbilac, and coastal waters of Walay, Padre Burgos in Quezon; Honda, and Puerto Princesa Bays, Puerto
Princesa City, and coastal waters of Inner Malampaya Sound, Taytay in Palawan; coastal waters of Milagros, and Mandaon in Masbate; Sorsogon
Bay, and Juag Lagoon, Matnog in Sorsogon; coastal waters of Borangon, San Dionisio in lloilo; coastal waters of Altavas, Batan, and New Washington
in Batan Bay, Aklan; coastal waters of Panay, Pilar; and President Roxas in Capiz. coastal waters of E.B. Magalona, Talisay City, Silay City, Bacolod
City, Hinigaran, and Victorias City in Negros Occidental; Tambobo, and Siit Bays, Siaton: and Bais Bay, Bais City in Negros Oriental; coastal waters of
Daram, Calbayog, and Zumarraga, Magueda, and Villareal Bays in Samar, coastal waters of Leyte, Calubian, Ormoc, Soged, Cangara Bay in Leyte:
coastal waters of Biliran Island; Tantanang Bay in Zamboanga Sibugay; Murcielagos Bay in Zamboanga del Norte and (Sapang Dalaga, and Baliangao)
in Misamis Occidental; Panguil Bay, Tangub City, and coastal waters of Ozamiz City in Misamis Occidental; coastal waters of Baroy in Lanao del Norte;
Taguines Lagoon, Benoni, Mahinog in Camiguin; Balite, and Pujada Bays, Mati City in Davao Oriental; Malalag Bay in Davao Occidental and Davaa
del Sur: coastal waters of Hinatuan, Cortes, and Bislig Bay in Surigao del Sur. -

~ i
ATTY, DEMOSTHENES R. ESCOTO
Director 3
@vwww.bfarda.govph )/BFAR Central {PDI- Dec. 20, 2023) '
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Rice, meat | pn;ces. up

: pnce average of P61 Sﬂfkg.

PRICES of seVeral agntuifural
commotht:les 1ndud1ng rice and
meat rose during the first five
days of December, the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) reported
on Monday. ‘
iEnnisyi (eIl (01=] o)
per kilo (kg), up from the P52.92/ -

e -
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~ went as high as P72/kg in Batanes

‘and was|cheapest at P45/kg nf

Capiz. .

Regular milled rice also samf

prices rise to an | average of P48. 84f

tgv an increase from Novemben
5-17's P47 42/kgand Navemben
1-5's P46.61/kg.

P

kg posted on November 151017 By Tegion, it was hlghest at

and the P52.26/kga month eatlier.  P52. 66/kg in the’ Bangs:amord.

The hlghest price by region for ' ‘Autonomous Region in Muslim

well-milled rice was P57. 75fkgin

Mindanao. By prownne;«Batangas

As for meat, beef with bones

averaged P339.76/kg, up from

P337.90 a month earlier; pure
beef hit P416.93 kg from P414.29;

‘pork kasim rose to P322.17/kg.
 from P321.31; pork liempo was

P341.02/kg from P339.68 previ-

7 ously; pork with bones increased
to P290.91/kg from P287.62/kg;
_ but dressed chicken cost slightly
less at P194.60 from P195.27.

The Manila Times

uﬁenslve at P8.89 per piece com-
pared to P8.78 during the first ﬁve

-days of November.

Fish prices, meanwhile, fell for
bangus (P214.93/kg from P215.51/

kg), galunggong (P204.12/kg from
P207.10), and tilapia (P167.37/kg

- from P167.44/kg).

Prices were also lower for ampa-
laya, cabbages, carrots, tomatoes
and white potatoes but rose for

stnng beans, native pechay, Baguio

the Central Visayas. Bypfoym\:e_, it ' saw the hxghest well-milled rice )Meat B3

‘ ”Clucken eggs were a blt more

Rice,
meat
prices up
at start

beans and eggplant.

- Onions, which were in short
supply last year, saw its average
price balloon to P206.85/kg
from P181.03 a month earlier
for the red variety.

Banana prices were higher
for the lakatan variety at
P83.47 kg but were relatively
unchanged at around P49/
kg for latundan. Calamansi
and papaya prices were also
relatively stable, and cara-
bao mangoes were slightly
cheaper.

Cooking oil prices were also |
stable at some P160/liter, and
both brown and refined sugar

 were slightly cheaper at P80/
kg and almost P91/kg. |

The Department of Agri-
culture has‘said that prices

| of agricultural commodities

would remain stable until the
end of the year.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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600K ha of farms hit by ‘Kabayan’

BY JED MACAPAGAL

AS much as 625,963 hectares (ha)
of rice and corn crops may be
affected by tropical depression
(TD) “Kabayan,” according to
the Department of Agriculture’s

(DA) Disaster Risk Reduction and -

. Management (DRRM) operations -
center.

The DA’ bulletin issued on 3
p-m. on Monday collated data from
the regions of Mimaropa, Western

Visayas, Central Visayas, Eastern

Visayas, Zamboanga Peninsula,
Northern Mindanao, Davao, Socc-
sksargen and C

Around 424, 673 ha are for rice
and 201,290 ha are for corn.

DA said it is coordinating with’

the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-

physical and Astronomical Sery-
ices Administration in monitoting
the movement of TD Kabayan,
in partnership with other national
‘and regional DRRM-related offices
as well as local government unit

counterparts.
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/ By Jordeene B. Lagare
‘@jordeenelagare

The Department of Transpor-
tation (DOTY) is set to work on

Pu5-million worth of port proj-

ects in Davao Occidental as it
aims to improve mobility of both
goods and passengers in the
countryside.

. The DOTr and the Depart-
-ment of Public Works and
‘Highways (DPWH)-Davao Oc-
‘cidental District Engineering
Office recently signed a mem-
orandum of agreement for six

port projects in the province.

According to the agreement,
the DOTr will allot P20 million
each to five projects and P15 mil-
lion in one port project.

The projects are situated in
Manila, Tubalan, Balut Island,
Balangonan, Poblacion and Sta.
Maria.

The Philippine Port Author-
ities said it was set to complete
additional 19 seaport projects this
year, which include construction
and rehabilitation of back-up ar-
eas, breakwaters and roll-on, roll-
off (Ro-Ro) ramps.

The general cargo berth up-
grade at the Port of Sasa in Davao
City is among the projects. Ithasa
price tag of Pgo2 million, which is
the most expensive undertaking
in the roster.

Apart from these, the DOTr is
set on building and expanding 14
Ro-Ro ports across the country.

- Transportation Assistant Sec-
retary for Maritime Julius Yano
previously said the Ro-Ro port
projects—which will be located
in northern and eastern Luzon,
Central Visayas and Mindanao—
would cost P1oo million each.

These include San Vicente
Roro Port, Maconacon Port and
Palanan Port in northern Luzon;
Dilasag Port, -Baler Port, Infanta
Port and Catanauan Port in east-
ern Luzon; Cadiz Port, Ajuy Port
and San Fernando Port in Central
Visayas; Lupon Roro Port and Sta.
Ana Roro Port in Mindanao.

Passenger traffic in January to
September surged by 21 percent
to 53.08 million from 43.92 mil-
lion a year ago. In the same pe-
riod, cargo throughput improved
by 4 percent to 201.87 metric tons
from 194.4 million a year ago.ma
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- El Nifo sparks rise in
prices of rice, other agri
products in December*

By XANDER DAVE CEBALLOS
vl

Amid the ongomg El Nifio phe~
nomenon, the prices of agncultural'

commodities, such as regular milled .

rice, posted an increase in the mmaL
days of December. ;

Based on a Philippine Statlsncs
Authonty (PSA) survey, the average
retail price of a kilogram of well-
milled rice rose to 248.84 between

“Dec. 1 and 5, from $46.61 in the

early part of November. It is als

© one peso h1gher than the P47.42

average price during the last days
of November.

The Department of Agriculture
had earlier said crops such as rice
and corn may be the most impacted

during the drought caused by El Nmo,[l
which was seen to become

stronger next year.

El Nifio sparks rise in prices of rice,

other agri products in December 1<«

Meanwhile, the Marcos admin-
- istration has extended the reduced
tariff rate for rice, which ensures

its adequate supply and stable

price.

 The rice’s tariff rate was main-
tained at 35‘ percent for both ship-
ments within the minimum access
volume (MAV) quota and for those
; exceeding the quota.
Further, a kilogram of red onions,

' wlucﬁw*as prlced at P181.3 dunng the

first phase of November, increased
by P25 to P206.85 in the first days
- of December. During November’s

$192.18.
A kilogram of pork meat swelled

to £290.91 during tae period. This

was higher compared to 287.62 and
$288.72 recorded during the first and

second phases of November, respec-.

last days, it had an average price of ¢

.Lii(ewise, banana lakatan noted

T

an average retail price of $83.47 per
kilogram during the penod higher.
- than the $81.03 recorded in the first
phase of November and P81.77 re-’
corded in the second phase. '
On the other hand, tomato, ga-
'..lunggong, and refined sugar all saw
- decreases during the period. It was
“ notably seen in tomatoes whose
average retail price was brought

-~ down from hundreds to $89.69 per
 kilogram.
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SEVERAL Phlllppme companies
have explored partnerships with
one of Israel’s gmnt agriculture
firms that specializes in farming
technologies. -

Companies which are part of
the Kapatid Angat Lahat sa Agri
Program (Kalap) of Go Negosyo
founder Jose Maria “Joey” Concep-
cion 3rd met with Israel's Innova-
tive Agro Industry (IAI), which
aims to establish a “long-term
investment” in the Philippines.

IAI already has a local project
team in place in the country.

Israel’s Ambassador to the Phil-
ippines Ilan Fluss and IAI Chief
Executive Officer Lior Crystal led

The Manila Times’

the group from Israel. Fluss said
that the Philippines “is a country
whose potential in agncu]ture is
unbelievable.” it

The TAI specializes in agricul-

tural technologies for rural devel-

opment, including water, energy,
telecom, health and construction.

It is an affiliate of the LR Group,
which has undertaken over 100
projects worldwide and has over
$2.5 billion in capital investments
in sustainable project development.

“This is about helping MSMEs

(micro, small and medium enter- -

prises). And among the MSMEs,
the biggest challenge is really with
those in agriculture. We are push-
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PH COMPANIES EYE AGRI PARTNERSHIP WITH ISRAEL FIRM

ing for access to technology and
access to markets,” Concepcion
said in a statement,

He added that unless agricultural
production in the country achieves
scale, it would be difficult to entice
banks to lend to small farmers.

“It is the dilemma that we face.
Scale is important, and how to
achieve scale is the cha]lenge,"
he said.

Fluss said that the Phlhpplnes
might do much better in agricul-
ture than Israel did because of its
tropical climate.

He said that despite its challeng-
ing geography; Israel has used sci-
ence to grow a thriving agricultural

sector, making it a global leader in
agricultural technologies and a sig-
nificant exporter of fresh produce.

“If you do it scientifically; if you

do it commercially, [Philippine

agriculture| has the potential to

succeed big time,” the ambas-
sador said.

Kalap was created to address
challenges in making agriculture
viable in the Philippines by bring-
ing sustainable and inclusive busi-
ness models to microfarmers and
forging partnerships and collabo-
rations between the government
and the private sector.

IAT's core strength, said Lior, is

bringing in Israeli technologies

and implementing them in devel-
oping countries.
“Our strategy in the Philippines

is also to come in as equity part-.

ners and invest in places where
we believe would make sense. We
put our money where our mouth
is," he said.

In the meeting were top ex-
ecutives of the big-brother com-
panies participating in Kalap —
Toby Gatchalian of Metro Pacific
Agroventures, James Amparo of
Yovel East, Christian Moeller of
Lionheart Farms, Francisco Dizon
of Dizon Farms, Kennemer Foods’
Simon Bakker, Mat Maderazo of
Planters Products and Jojo Ocol

of Agrabah, as well as Go Negosyo
senior advisers Merly Cruzand Dr. |
William Dar.

Among the areas discussed for
possible collaborations were dairy |
production, fertigation and distill-
ing systems.

The meeting also touched on

.sustainable and inclusive business

models in the agriculture sector.
They also tackled technologies
for high-value crops and commod- -
ities such as rice, corn, cut flowers,
cacao, seaweed, and fruits and veg-
etables; water management; solar-
powered desalination technologies
and regenerative farming.
BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
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Solutlons sought on;sugar pnce ftee fall

MORE sugar groups havc ap-
‘pealed for state intervention on the

free fall of millgate prices of sugar.
The Sugar Council, comprised
of the Confederation of Sugar

Producers’ Associations, the Na-
tional Federation of Sugarcane
Planters and the Panay Federation
of Sugarcane Farmers, said the
government must “adopt measures
to stop the decline in farmgate
sugar prices and bring retail prices
to more reasonable levels.”

The group, which comprises
more than half of national sugar

output, said the steep price drops

threaten farmers’ viability.
The Sugar Council said mill-

. gate raw sugar prices per 50-kilo-

- gram (LKG) bag dropped from
an earlier average high of P2,825
per bag in week ending Septem-

ber 10 to an average of P2,552in

the week ending October 10 and
to P2,564 in the week ending of

" November 19.

In November last year, mill gate

averaged at P3,380.56 per LKG.
The group said retail sugar

prices have remained high at P80

petkgforrawandPlOOperkg

~ for refined.

~ “The survival of the industry

rests on our ability to jointly adopt
* measures that ensure the viability

of all its stakeholders, especially

_the small farmers. Towards this

end, the Sugar Council seeks ear-
nest and genuine solution-seeking
dialogue with government and
other stakeholders at the earliest
possible time,” the group added.

~ In a separate letter, the Luzon
Federation (LuzonFed) of sugar
producers have urged the gov-

ernment “to take a direct hand”
in ensuring that farmers get a
“fair, reasonable and sustainable”
returns. '

“We submit this concern as
our farmers perceive that what-
ever gains that are derived from
these low prices are channeled to
entities other than the farmers
themselves and inordinate profits
are being generated elsewhere
at the peril of their livelihood,”
said Arnel Toreja, LuzonFed
president, in a letter addressed
to President Marcos Jr.
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Halalfoodstandardssought

- COTABATO CITY — An oﬁmalfﬁftha Morb
Natmnal Liberation Front (MNLF) in the 80- -
seat Bangsamoro parliament and 26 others

hava filed a bill aiming to set comprehensive

'reglonalhalalfqodstandardsina]lp;umnoes

and cities in the autonomousregion. =

- Romeo K. Sema, principal author B_xli 268,

the proposed Bangsamoro Halal Consum-
ers Act, said the measure seeks to protect
Mnshms &omhon—pem:sszble ﬁoﬁd anliméxu

I-Ialnl meanmg permlssible mArahm, fol-
lows Islamic norms for food selection, prepa-

ration, and livestock slaughter. The measure

would address issues such as misleading la-
beling and sets high-quality standards for
agnculmralprodixctsand slaughterhouses.

- In a statement on Tuesday, the Bangsam-
oro Parliament’s Public Information, Publica-
tion and Media Relations Division (PIPMRD)
also underscored the “scientific wisdom” and
health benefits of enforcing halal standards.

Mr. Sema clarified that the bill does not
lmwsammchomnnmunshmﬁ;odm
sumption but safeguards Mnslnmf nghimto
permlssible goods - Johh!’eﬂanUmm
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