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500,000

By BELLA CARIASO
and DANESSA RIVERA

Nearly 500,000 metric tons of rice

from Taiwan and India will arrive ©

beginning this month until February

2024, the Department of Agriculture

(DA) said yesterday. .
This is in preparation for the possible
impact of the El Nifio phenomenon on
palay production.
“We received reports that around
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100,000 tons of imported rice have al-
ready arrived in the country. This is part
committed by import
Agriculture)Se s
Francisco) Tiu | “DA Undersecre-
tary Roger Navarro said in a statement
yesterday. ‘
Meanwhile, a total of 20,000 bags —

. ax_gvaleht t0 1,000 MT - delivered before

stmas Day constituted the first batch
of the 40,000 bags of rice donated by Tai- .
wan, Navarro said. =
Another 75,000 MT will arrive from
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MT rice arriving
from India Iaiwan |

India starting this week until early Janu- |

ary, the DA official said.
“The 75,000 MT due in the coming

" weeks is part of the 295,000 MT of rice
India has allocated to the Philippines,”

Navarro said. !

In October, India approved the export
of over one million MT to seven countries,
with the Philippines getting over 28 per-
cent of the export allocation.’

“With the arrival of imported rice and
the volume harvested by farmers in recent

Turn to Page 3
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months, the country will have suf-
ficient sup nF of the national food
staple until the next harvest which
starts in March,” Navarro noted.

These 1mported rice will be
slapped with an import duty of 35

ercent, he said.

- He noted that the country’s daily
rice consumption is 36,000 MT per
da£ or 1.08 million tons monthly. .

conomic manag , especially the

Sentral ng ﬂlpmas (BSP), are

cIosely watching the rice supply situ-
ation due to its impact on inflation.

The BSP has ag?esswely raised
interest rates since last year to tame
mﬂat[on, which affects the purchas-
ing power of consumers and under-
mines economic growth.

- Based on monitoring of the DA,
the retail price of local regular milled
rice was Fegged at P52 per kilo; local

-well-milled rice, P56 per kilo; local
premium rice, P62 per kilo and local
special rice, P68 per kilo.

Imported well-milled rice was sold
at P58 per kilo; imported premium
rice, P61 per kilo and imported spe-
cial rice, P65 per kilo.

‘Prices still high’
Rice watch group Bantay Bigas

- Law) so that the tradin

said the extensmrb of low tanffs on
commodities, particularly on rice,
under ngecuhvaOrder 50 only shows
that these measures did not deliver
the goal of lowering anes

“The consumers j;eeL the
effect of the low tariff | but the Pnce of
food products con i

cially rice,” Bant ! okespeﬁ
son Cathy Esta a1d m‘liléag
She sa id th nsion onl

' "bf unportegs and "
traders and'wﬂl result in billions of
ernment revenues.
call remains gsh-engthen
local production through support
services and subsidies to farmers,
ost-harvest facilities and i issue an
O to stop the implementati
RepubhcAct 11203 (Rice Tariffication
function of
the National Food Authority can be
immediately restored. The NFA can
buy a significant volume of farmers’
produce,” Estavillo said.

“(We will also call for the) im-
mediate release of the P12-billion
fund from the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund and distribute it
to farmers. We call on different sec-
tors and agricultural stakeholders to
unite agamst the re-extensmn of low

"secret

tariffs,” she said. »

Meanwhile, former agnculture
Leonardo Montemayor
 criticize thg decision to extend the
lower tariffs on rice, corn and pork
until the end of 2024, sayin

from the yearly leeway given to im-

ported agricultural commodities but
which did not benefit th coﬁsumers s
and the government, '

“It has also caused the Bureau of not

~ Customs, the government billions of

revenuelosses,” Montemayor said i in

started in the middle of 2021, dur- pro

ing the time of (former) president
(Rodrigo) Duterte, it failed to bring
-down the retail prices of rice, corn
and pork,” Montemayor said.

é’ ven with tariff of 35 percent or
40 percent for in-quota or out-quota,
it (retail prices of pork) should not ex-
ceed P300 but the cheapest im orted
pork was pegged at P400 and above,”

% momto

Montemayor noted ST

“What is the guaranﬁee that the
“extension of the lower tariffs w111
benefit the consumers? On the
of the farmers, it affects theu: P

U.C-

%etgat for tion,” he said.
the last three years of its implementa-
tion, hog raisers and | fqrmers suffered

Montemayor also backed the
.n:nposmonm suggested retail price
on pork to'preveht ov;erpncmg in

§ the marke

o He added that &éﬁgmnuse oF afs
or

e with rice, based on
1g of the DA in Metro Manila
markets, Imported well-milled and

aradiointerview. - regular milled rice were not available
" He sla;ld tganf e;onm:iucmanagers asgmpo premi nqewassoldfor
will so epend on lower tariffs, as hi I
‘the | targe}; of affordable food will sp ime ngﬂ kilo. E\ % ";
goth‘a ippen and that what shouldbe At the same time, Montemayor
one is strengthen local production said farmers will be further affecte
 if thegovernment wants Sleqper ag- by thelc lower tariff on importe corn
ricultural commodities orF;hpmos ~ as the prev l;mce in the worl
“Based on our experience in the market was only 14 to P15 per kilo
last three years as the lower tariffs compared to P19 per kilo for locally

uced corn.
“Even if you impose tariffs, the
retail price of imported corn will be
P16, P17 (per kilo). It will affect the
retail price of corn, e dpemally with
lower tariffs,” he note

For his part, Philippine Pork Pro-
ducers Fegeratnon president Nonon
Tambago said the move to extend the
lowering of tariff has further affected

le rices for consumers does
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the confidence of local swine farmers
amid the slump in farmgate price as
it reached P175 per kﬂo

“We are deep 1;pc:-mted with
the decision to exhend e lower tariff
on pork until Dec. 31, 2024. Over the

past three ,multl le executive or-
ders have issued to lower tariffs,
but they have not achieved the goal

of making ’Pork more affordable for
consumers,” Tambago told The STAR.
He noted that despite the decrease
in farmgate price, the retail price re-
mains high at P350 per kilo.
- “Instead of focusing solely on
lowering tariffs, it is crucial to address
the gap between farmgate and retail
}mces as part of a long-term solution.
t is important for economic m oegm
to consider the real situation fa
thousands of local farmers, rather than
consistently favoring a few unporters
and traders,” Tambago added.
Samahang Industriya ng Agri-
kultura executive director Jayson
Cainglet said it was unfortunate
that -the economic team succeeded

" in convincing President Marcos to

issue EO 50.

- “Here (in the Philippines), it is the
reverse. Local producers are penal-
ized and importers are rewarded and
pampered with four straight years
of reduced tariffs on rice, pork and
corn,” Cainglet said.

Page z of 2
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P62 per kilo; and local special rice, be— A

tween P54 and P68 per kilo.

The retail price of imported well-
milled rice is P58 per kilo; imported
premium rice, between P51 and P60 per
kilo; and imported special rice, between
P58 and P65 per kilo.

This is still a long way from the P20 per
kilo campai Llgnpronuse of President Mar-
cos due to the uncertainties in the world

_ market. But this price point remains the

aspiration of the Marcos administration,
Laurel said.

Meanwhile, the same case can be said
with the local pork industry —retail prices

have remained high while local producers
struggled to match the price of low-priced
imported pork, thereby affecting their
productivity.

The pork industry, which is still on
the recovery path from the harsh impact
of the African swine fever since 2019,
said the continued implementation

of the reduced tariff did not translate

‘to cheaper pork
to consumers and
further extending
this would only
result in uneven
retail pricing of

- pork in the mar-
kets and discour-
“age hog raisers.

 “The local hog

~ industry is disap-
. pointed with the
recent extension
of EO 10 until the
end of 2024. Impor-

‘tation at reduced'
tariff for pork-has -

always been the
lazy solution of
NEDA for almost
four years now and
it means another
year of suffering
for local produc-
ers. We are with
the government
to tame down in-

flation, but they

should alse make
tangible efforts on
improving local

- production,” Pork
Producers Federa-
tion of the Philip-
pines Inc. (Pro-
Pork) president
Rolando Tambago
said.

With a lot more
problems faced
by the agri-fishery
sector, Laurel said
“feeding 118 million
Filipinos is a daunt-
ing yet ‘achievable
goal’ with a whole-
of-nation approach
to the moderniza-
tion of the long-ne-
glected agriculture
sector.” .,

Laurel said the
DA would step up

effortstomechamze

build more

; agncultural infra-
-structure and adopt

latest technologies
to boost the coun-
try’s food produc-
tion and eventually
address the impor-
tation issue.

As per Presi-
dent Marcos’ di-
rective, the push
for agricultural
modernization will
focus on equally
il_nporta.nt sectors
like rice, livestock,
poultry, fisheries
and high value
crops to ensure that
affordable food
items are readily
available and ac-
cessible to Filipino
consumers.
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DA: Imported rice
arriving until
February 2024

By GABRIELL CHRISTEL GALANG

he Department of Agriculture

(DA) announced on Wednes-

day, Dec. 27, that imported

rice has begun to arrive, with
shipments expected to continue until
early February next year.

Agriculture Undersecretary Roger

Navarro, officer-in-charge for opera-
tions, said around 76,000 metric tons
of rice from Taiwan and India are set
to arrive in the country this month and
early January. y
: Navarro also said the private sector
is set to receive nearly half a million
metric tons of imported rice, which are
expected to arrive between December
and early February.

“We received reports that around
100,000 tons of i ported rice has
already arrived i. country. This is
part of the 495,00  etric tons com-

.....
]

rel;” Navarro said in a statement.
The government is now intensify-
ing efforts to boost inventory of the
national food staple in preparation
for the adverse effects of the El Nifio
weather phenomenon.

Separately, a total 20,000 bags,
“equivalent to 1,000 metric tons of rice
delivered before Christmas Day was
the first batch of the 40,000 bags of

mitted by import permit holders to
[Agriculture] Secretary [Francisco] Tit® 36,000 metric tons per day, or around

rice donated by Taiwan, Navarro added.

Within the last week of December
and early January, Navarro said 75,000
metric tons of rice will arrive from
India.

India has banned the export of non-
basmati white rice last July to stabilize
domestic supply and prices.

In October, however, India ap-
proved the export of over one million
metric tons to seven countries, with the
Philippines getting over 28 percent of
the export allocation.

“The 75,000 metric tons due in the
coming weeks is part of the 295,000
metric tons of rice India has allocated
to the Philippines,” Navarro said.

With the arrival of imported rice
and the volume harvested by farmers
in recent months, Navarro said the
country will have sufficient supply of
the national food staple until the next
harvest which starts in March.

National rice consumption is around

1.08 million tons per month.

Economic managers, especially
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP),
are closely-watching the rice supply
situation due to its impact on inflation.

The BSP has aggressively raised
interest rates since last year to tame
inflation, which affects the purchasing
power of consumers and undermines
economic growth.

Page of
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Welcoming Ieadershlp, facm

hardship, bmldmg partnershlps

BY VINA MEDENILLA

INCE assuming the role of head of state in June

2022, President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos

Jr. chose to serve as the temporary Agriculture
secretary, emphasizing his administration’s primary
focus on the agncultural sector

Earlier this year, Marcos exp'regsed his
criteria for the next Agriculture chief, say-
ing an agriculture expert should take on

the responsibility rather than a policeman.
or a military man with no mvolvement in

. Magtanim ng Prutas at Gulay sa Barangay
¥ Project (Hapag) Kadiwa ay Yaman (KAY)

the industry. i g

Marcos said once he fulfilled the bugkef
list and addressed the hardship. houndmg
the Agriculture sector, he would stepdown
and appoint a new secretary.

Having held the role of Agriculture
chief for over a year and in response to
public calls for a new secretary for the
Department of Agriculture (DA), Marcos
passed the title to industrialist and fish-
ing magnate Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. on
Nov. 3, 2023. :

This appointment served as one of the
milestones in Philippine agriculture this

year under the Marcos administration.

A run-through of some

‘agricultural initiatives

Last March, the launch of the Halina't

Plants for Bountiful Barangays Movement
(PBBM), or Hapag KAY PBBM, marked a
huge step toward food security, particu-
larly at the household level.

The initiative aimed to encourage organi-
zations and communities to establish food
gardens at home and in vacant spaces in
barangay (villages) and other urban areas.
This effort was part of a broader goal to
address poverty and hunger in the country.

In July, DA officials engaged in discus-
sions with representatives from the private

PAeT:

¥ iy

The first I(adlwa pop-up store mslde the New Bilibid Prison offers a variety of products such as assorted vegetables, fruits, eggs, fish, mushroom
products, coffee, noodles and more. PHOTO FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WEBSITE
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sector to discuss collaborative efforts to
resolve the supply crisis and revitalize
the Philippine salt industry. In the same
‘month, the DA also held the development
partners’ forum with the goal of broaden-

 ing alliances with development partners,

exploring investment opportunities and
seeking support from oiﬁaal developmmt
assistance partners. -

The month of Septemberwas an event-
ful month for the sector with the opening
ofa Kadiwa store in the New Bilibid Prison
((NBP) in Muntinlupa City, the launch of
the 2023 Young Farmers Challenge (YFC)

choice. Notably, the DA also established
the Kadiwa pop-up store at NBP on Sept.
28, 2023. It offered persons deprived
of liberty, local residents and Bureau of
Corrections employees with direct access
to affordable and fresh produce.
 Inlight of the projected escalation of El
Nino by late 2023 onward, which would
possibly cause decreased rainfall until
the first half of 2024, Marcos ordered

the completion of water-related projects

and irrigation facilities by April 2024 to
counteract the effects of El Nifio.
'I‘he Chief Executive led the inaugura-

mitigate possible water and
plyshortages, causedbyEl N]
Once fully operatlonhh'-

the Balbalungao Dam would provide
irrigation to about 1,000 hectares of
agricultural land in Lupao, Nueva Ecija
and would benefit about 560 farmers and
their families.

- To support the repair and upkeep of

national irrigation facilities and the con- -

 struction of new canals, the government
also distributed excavators worth P776

million to irrigator associations. -
 For his part, the newly appointed Ag-
riculture secretary sought the support of
the private sector to achieve the goal of
modemlzmg Phlhppme agriculture.
: d
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DA: 500K MT rice imports
‘coming as El Nino buffer

FROMAI

By Jordeene B. Lagare
and Melvin Gascon
@Team_Inquirer

Almost 500,000 metric tons (MT)
of imported rice will arrive in the
Philippines between this month
and February next year to boost
local inventory in the wake of the
dry spell caused by the El Nifno
phenomenon, the Department of
Agriculture (DA) said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

It said that 76,000 MT of
rice from Taiwan and India are
scheduled to enter the country
until early January.

Taiwan has shipped 20,000
bags of rice (equivalent to 1,000
MT) before Christmas, represent-
ing half of the 40,000 bags donat-
ed by the Taiwanese government.

Another 75,000 MT of rice
from India will be delivered
from the last week of December
to early January.

This is part of the 295,000 MT
of rice earmarked by the Indian
government to the Philippines in
an accord brokered earlier.

The Philippines received
the highest allocation from the
Indian government when it an-
nounced last July plans to export
1.03 million MT of non-basmati
white rice to seven countries, in-
cluding Nepal, Cameroon, Cote
d’'Ivoire, Republic of Guinea,
Malaysia and Seychelles.

The DA did not disclose the
other shipments, with Agri-
culture Undersecretary Roger
Navarro only saying that the
nearly soo,000 MT of rice to
be purchased abroad would be
subject to standard importation
rules and levied a 35-percent
import duty.

Enough supply
Navarro noted that the
country would have enough
supply until the next harvest
season begins in March with
the arrival of the imported rice

Imee Marcos —SENATE PRIB

and the harvest by farmers in
recent months.

*The DA pegged national rice
consumption at 36,000 MT a day
or about 1.08 million MT a month.

As of Dec. 14, the country has
imported 3.22 million MT of rice
this year, based on data from the
Bureau of Plant Industry.

Vietnam accounted for 2.81
million MT or 87.3 percent of

As of Dec. 14,
the country has
imported 3.22 mil-
lion MT of rice this
year, based on data

from the Bureau of
Plant Industry

the total, while India exported
only 13,735 MT.

By virtue of Executive Order
(EO) No. 50 signed by President
Marcos on Dec. 22, the tariff
rate on rice was retained at 35
percent until the end of 2024.

The President signed the
order to keep food prices stable
amid the ongoing El Nino phe-
nomenon, the continuing prev-

alence of African swine fever
(ASF) and the trade restrictions
imposed by some countries.
The EO noted the current
economic condition warranted
the implementation of lowered
tariff rates to maintain afford-
able prices, manage inflationary
pressures, help augment the sup-
ply of agricultural commodities
and diversify market sources.

Imee on tariffs

Sen. Imee Marcos on
Wednesday frowned at ‘the
latest issuance by her brother
to extend for another year the
current rates of import duty on
rice, corn, and meat products.

In a statement, Marcos, vice
chair of the Senate committee
on agriculture, food and agrarian
reform, said the DA should have
learned from the “failed scheme”
of the past administration of
lowering import tariffs that did
not bring the promised results of
lower prices of commodities.

“When the tariffs on meat,

rice and corn were first lowered
in 2021, the promise was to low-
er prices of these commodities.
While runaway inflation has
been arrested, prices have not
fallen below the promised pre-
2021 levels,” she pointed out.
“Today, as we anticipate the
additional worldwide threat of
El Nifio, can [the government]
persist with that failed scheme
of cheap importation to lower
food prices?” Marcos asked.

Imports no solution

She insisted that importation
was not the solution to the coun-
try’s food security problems.

“Firstly, relying on imports
and modifying the rates are
not sustainable policies be-
cause other countries are lim-
iting their exportation of food
to serve their domestic needs
first,” she said. .

In addition, “much-reduced”
government collection of
import duties on rice, corn
and meat products would

Ppes
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not be able to subsidize the
agricultural inputs needed by
local farmers, Marcos noted.

“There is no shortcut
to agricultural sufficien-
cy. The government should
fast-track the completion of
irrigation facilities so long
promised, build warehouses,
food storage and an expand-
ed cold chain,” she said.

Long-known remedies
The lawmaker added that
the private sector must also
' invest in the countryside, es-
pecially in value-adding, pro-
cessing and distribution.
“Our young farmers need
to be provided consolidated
farmland, agricultural ma-
chinery and training, access
to capital and markets—ev-
erything we have known for
a long time but still refuse to
provide,” she said, :
Marcos said the DA
should also review the im-
plementation of the repop-
ulation program for areas
affected by ASFE by “realisti-
cally facing” the challenge of
biosecurity for the country’s
backyard hog raisers. o
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USDA keeps PH

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E United States Department of Agriculture

~ (USDA) said that Philippine rice imports are.

AL likely to remain low due to the shortened
deadline for imports, which discourages traders
from shipping the commodity into the country.

of 3.8 million MT.

USDA said the new 30-day
deadline by the Department of
Agriculture (DA) to import rice
following the issuance of a sani-

The agency maintained its fore-
cast of lower rice imports, project-
ing it to hit 3.5 million metric tons
(MT) from July 2023 to June 2024,
lower than the previous estimate

Date: OFC 2%, 2073 page: _ B2
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__tary and phytosanitary import
clearance (SPSIC) is likely to affect

the country's inward shipments of
the staple.

The DA shortened the effectivity
of import permits to ensure proper
compliance and enough supply of
rice in the market.

The previous memorandum
mandated traders to use their SP-
SICs within 60 days from the date
of permit issuance for products
coming from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations member-
countries, except Myanmar, and 90

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

rice import forecas

days days for those coming from
Myanmar and other countries.

High global prices of rice and the
previous price ceiling were also iden-
tified by the USDA as factors likely
to affect the staple’s import volume.

“Industry contacts report con-
tinued diminished interest among
rice importers due to elevated
prices in international markets,
said the USDA.

“President (Ferdinand) Marcos's
one-month imposition of price
ceilings encouraged a wait-and-see
attitude, with some importers can-

celing purchases while the ceiling
was in effect,” it added.

On Aug. 31, 2023, the President
signed Executive Order (EO) 39,
mandating retail price ceilings
on rice of P41 per kilo (kg) for

regular-milled rice and P45 per kg

for well-milled rice. It was lifted on
Oct. 4, 2023.

Rice production in the same pen-
od, meanwhile, was forecast at 12.5
million MT; lower than the previous
estimate of 12.6 million MT."

“Effects thus far from the 2023
El Nifio are mixed but balanced

across the country, as expected.
Overall effects on production
appear minimal up to the time
of this report’s publication,” said
the USDA. 5
The agency also maintained its
previous forecast for rice consump-
tion at 16.4 million MT, noting that
retail rice prices have been increasing
following the slight drop during the
one-month price ceiling,

“As a staple, however, rice con-
sumption has thus far proven less
affected by price increases than
other food,” it said.

Page of
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W'ITH over 36,000 kilometers
of shorelines, the Philip-
pines has the potential to become
an exporter of salt.

But, at present, the country has
to import 92 percent of its salt
requirements that makes more
urgent the signing into law of a
measure already ratified by both
the House and Senate seeking to
make the country self-sufficient in
the commodity.

The proposed Philippine Salt
Industry Development Act pro-

vides for the development of a”

five-year road map to revitalize and
modernize the country’s almost
neglected salt industry.

The measure is one of the pri-
orities of President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. through the Legislative
Executive Development Advisory
Council.

The salt industry road map-

also seeks to attract private sector
investments with the ultimate
aim of making the Philippines an
exporter of the commodity.

The bill identifies 13 provinces
as priority areas for salt production
including Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur,
La Union, Pangasinan, Zambales,
Bataan, Occidental Mindoro, Ori-
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Time to revive the PH salt mdustry

MOVING

WILLIAM
D. DAR

ental Mindoro, Palawan, Marin-
duque, Quezon, Misamis Oriental
and Antique.

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources through the
National Mapping and Resource
Information Authority, and the
Department of Agriculture (DA)
through the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources will identify
and designate public lands for
salt production in the 13 priority
provinces.

In a news article published in
the Philippine News Agency web-
site, Bicol Saro Party-list Rep. Brian
Raymund Yamsuan said that the
proposed law also aims to provide
support to small salt producers
and cooperatives by providing
them inputs and equipment to
boost their production of the
commodity. Also, salt farm ware-
houses will be built, and modern
salt production’ and processing
technologies will be developed.

To develop and implement the

FORWARD -

salt industry road map for the Phil-
ippines, the proposed law pushes
for the creation of the Philippine
Salt Industry Development Coun-
cil that will be chaired by the DA
with the Department of Trade and
Industry as vice chairman.

Also generate more jobs

Besides expanding and modern-
izing the local salt industry, the
implementation of the proposed
law should also result in the
generation of more jobs in the
countryside not only from salt
production but also from the value
chain for the commodity. This,
in turn, will help reduce poverty
in the countryside, especially in
the coastal areas where there are
fisherfolk who are still part of the
country’s poorest of the poor.
And I believe that the Philippine
salt industry, given the right policy,
technical, scientific and financial

“support through the proposed

Philippine Salt Industry Develop-
ment Act can increase its produc-
tion dramatically or by more than
fourfolds over the medium term.
I say this because the Philippines
definitely has the resources to dra-

matically increase salt production.
We just need to look at the case of
Vietnam that only has 3,200 kilo-
meters of shorelines but produces
an average of 1.1 million metric
tons (MT) of salt annually. Today,
the Philippines can produce only
60,000 MT of salt every year. .

* Globally, China leads in salt
production with over 64 million
MT produced in 2022. India, the
United States, Germany, Australia,
Canada, Mexico, Chile, Brazil, Tur-
key and the Netherlands round up
the top 10 producers of salt glob-
ally, according to figures from the
website of Statista.

While I do not see the Philippines
becoming part of the top 10 produc-
ers of the commodity globally, we
should aim to become an exporter
of quality salt produced with the
most modern technologies.

Local efforts continue

However, even if the Philippine Salt
Industry Development Act has yet to
be signed into law, I see very good
efforts at the local level to increase
the output of the commodity.

One good example is the pro-
vincial government of Pangasinan

aiming to increase the production
of salt from its 473.8-hectare Pan-
gasinan Salt Center farm located
in Barangay Zaragoza.

The first cycle of salt production
from November to December this
year is estimated to yield 8,000
to 10,000 MT, while 15,000 to

20,000 MT is being targeted from.

the second production cycle from
February to May 2024.

The salt farm is now under the
management of the Pangasinan
provincial government that has en-
sured the continued employment
of the 70 salt farmers in the farm.

The Department of Trade and
Industry will also provide shared
service facilities for salt farmers
in Antique with financial backing
from the provincial government
worth P3.9 million.

And in Occidental Mindoro, once
the top producer of salt in the Philip-
pines, is aiming to become the “Salt
Capital of the Philippines” with as-
sistance from the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources.

From the aforementioned ef-

forts, it is clear that there is no lack

of enthusiasm to revive the domes-
tic salt industry. And I believe the
proposed Philippine Salt Industry

Development Act will provide the
impetus to get more actors and
stakeholders at the local level ito
revive and modernize the country’s
salt industry.

And aside from making food
more tasty, salt also has applica-
tions in the food and pharma-
ceutical industries, and is used
as fertilizer for coconut trees. So,
reviving the local salt industry will
also benefit the coconut industry
where a big number of farmers are
also part of the poorest of the poor.

So, making the country self-

“sufficient in salt can have a big

impact on countryside growth
through livelihood and job gen-
eration, and reviving the coconut
industry, which can significantly
reduce poverty over the long term.

* % ¥

Let me greet all of you Happy
New Year! Let us all pray and
hope that 2024 and beyond will
be a better year for the country’s
agriculture sector and the whole
Philippines.

And let us also continue to
support the vision of President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in making
the Philippines an upper-middle-
class country.
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Pork prices _to'remainf
high due to costof
feed, hngermg ASF

By AdrianH. Halili

PORK PRICES are expected to
remain higher unnl next year, -

still g

raisers can afford, pork supply
mll_ remain unstable. With a
growing population, demand will
simply outstrip supply,” Former
Agriculture Undersecretary Fer-

min D. Adriano said in a Viber 7

message.
“Prices will remain elevated,”
Mr. Adriano added.

In October, the Department.

of Agriculture said it is currently
in various stages of testing ASF
vaccines, with four companies
seeking to introduce their prod-
ucts on the market.

Mr. Adriano said that the re-

cent exteﬁsmtgqf ;owened tariffs

on commodmes like ‘pork, rice,
andoomwﬂlonlyease thesupply
problem “alittle.”

On Tuesday, the govemment-
approved the extensmn of low- P
ered pork tariffs at 15% for im-
ports w1thm the minimum access
_ volume (MAV) quotaand 25%for it

those exceeding the quﬁtg
extension of the{ow-tariﬁ,reglme

was implemented via Executive

Order 50.

Addltlonally, tariff rates for
rice remained at 35% regardless
of source or volume, while corn
was kept at 5% for shipments

are- mstalled. ‘which . only the b1g 3§

within the MAV quota and 15% -

for those exceeding the quota.
“But with costs of feed ingredi-
ents like corn and wheat continu-
ally rising, there is no way that
_pork prices will declme to their
old levels,” he saxd

is current}y facmg c‘hal

sourcingraw materials. B ;

. Mr. Mapanao added that there
is still a need to increase the vol-
ume of corn imports to address

the deficit of about 2 to 3 million

metric tons annually.

The group has called for a
standard 5% tariff on corn im-
ports, regardless of volume. -

He said corn imports would
do more to improve the competi-
 tiveness of the livestock industry,

as against allowing more meat
imports.

Yellow corn makes up 40%

to 60% of animal feed. Feed ac-

2y coimts for about 60% of the cost

to, grow farm animals. ;

& “While other matters impact
“our competitiveness, addressing
 feed input sufficiency will cer-

tainly improve the livestock situ-
ation,” Mr. Mapanao said.

He added that the lowered
tanﬂ’s should not have included
meat, as the measure has nnpact-
fed thelrgestock;ndus&y

: “We believe thakt; this. should
not be the case consufenng_that
" it displaces the food value chain
by discouraging the expansion
of meat producers,” Mr, Map-
anao said.
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' Govt hikes 2024 spending for

farm-to-market

roads to P19B

HE Marcos Jr. admmtstra—
Tnon is’ hlklng its spendmg

for the rehabilitation and
construction of farm-to-market
roads (FMR) nationwide by 35
percent year-on-year to over P19
billion—the highest on record—
according to the states budget
documents.
- The General Appropt'iations
Act of 2024 (GAA) showed that
the national government allotted
P19.596 billion for various EMR
pm}ects next year, about 35.36
percent higher than the P14.476
billion it earmarked this year.

The GAA indicated that the
state increased the budget for all

“regions with' FMR projects except.
for one: Mimaropa region.

In terms of budget allocation,
the Bicol Region cornered the high-
est funding at P2.812 billion or
about 14.35 percent of thenational
government’s total earmarked al-
lotment for FMR projects.

Budgetdocumentsalso showed
that the Bicol region got the high-

i est increase for FMR funding on
an annual basis. The region’s al-
lotmentfornextyearis morethan
- double or about 140 percenthigher
than its P1.171 billion allotment
this year. '

With the increase, Bicol region
surpasses Ilocos region next year
interms 6f FMR budgetallocation.

Nonetheless, the Ilocos region,
* which wouldrecewe P%.1’88 billion
- nextyear for FMRs, ranked second
across the 15 regions with FMR
budget allocation. The region’s
funding next year is about 7.24
percent over its P2.038 billion
budget this year, accordnig%ta the -
2024 GAA. b

Central Luzon ranked thlrd in
terms of FMR budget allocation,
which also stood above the P2- :
billion level, next year. The region
would receive P2.056 billion next

year, 46.40 percent more than its

~P1.404billionallotment this year.
Only Mimaropa region saw a -

drop in its EMR budget alloca-
tion next as it suffered a 6.8-per-
cent year-on-year cutto P538.833
million from this ygar‘é P578.150

* 'million funding.

Six regions would also have an
above P1-billion budget alloca-
tion for FMRs next year: Northern
Mindanao (P1.11 billion), Central
Visayas (P1.117 billion), Cagayan
Valley (P1.263billion), Calabarzon
(P1.404 billion), Western Visayas
(P1.52billion) and Eastern Visayas

| (P1.915 billion),

All these six regions received
higher' budget all‘ocatlon for

FMRs next year with a growth :

rate ranging between 18 .8 per-
cent to'as much as 36.56 percent
on an annual basis, according to
the 2024 GAA. .

The FMR budget allocatmn of
the other regions were as follows:
Cordillera Administrative Region
.at P548 million, SOCCSKSARGEN
at P682.046 million, Caraga at
'P710million, Davaoregionat P866
millionand Zamboanga Penmsula
at P876 million.

2024 NEP vs GAA

STATE documents also showed -
that the national government’s

budget for EMRs nextyearis13.47

percent higher than the P17.268
billion proposed by the adminis-
tration under the 2024 National
Expenditure Program (NEP). * -

Theincrease between theactual
and the proposed 2024 funding
benefitted 12 regions that saw
their budget rise while three re-
gions suffered a cut.
 In terms of difference, the
Northern Mindanao region saw
the highest increase in its FMR
budget by 39.62 percent from its
proposed funding to the actual
approved allocation under the
2024 GAA.

Bicol Region sawits FMRbudget
allocation underthe 2024 GAArise
by 33.39 percent from what was
initially allotted for it under the

2y

. 2024 NEP. Western Visayas’s ap-

, proveﬂ budget for FMRs next year
isalso 33.92 percent over what the
administration 1n1tlallyproposed
to the Congress.

The only three regions that
saw their FMR budget slashed
under the 2024 GAA versus their
allocations under the 2024 NEP.

~were SOCCSKSARGEN (-1.84
percent), Zamboanga Peninsula
(-5.55 percent) and Eastern Vi-
sayas (-12.08 percent), according
‘to state documents.
Marcos earlier said the FMR
“projects of the national govern-
mentare criticalinfacilitating the
“seamless” transport of goods at
~ a lesser cost, particularly for the
country’s food growers.

Under the 2024 GAA, the bud-
get for the FMR projects will be-

released directly by the Depart-

T :‘ﬁlent of B‘udget and Management
' (DBM) to the Department of Public

Works and Highways (DPWH) for .
the construction, improvement,
rehabilitation and repair of FMRs
in accordance with the approved
network plan.

Forits part, the Department of

Agriculture (DA) mustensure that
the FMRnetworkplan containsthe
scope of work, estimated lengthin
kilometers and specific location
for each FMR project. Further-
more, the DA must providealist of

- priority FMR projects thatlead to
arterialorsecondaryroadsandkey
production areas. The FMRs must
also be “properly” geo-tagged.

~ “The approved FMR network
plan shall be regularly updated to

 prioritize: [i] majorrice, corn, high
value commercial crops, livestock
and fishery producing provinces;
[ii] areas where the majority of
smallfarmersand agrariah reform
beneficiariesregistered under the

~ RSBSA (Registry System for the
BasicSectorsin Agriculture)arelo-
cated;and [iii] provinces orregions
where the absolute number of poor
farmers and the incidence of pov-
erty are high as identified in the
latest official poverty statistics
of the PSA,” the 2024 GAA read.

' “Upon completion of the con-
struction, improvement, reha-
bilitation and repair of FMRs, the
DPWH shall turnover the manage-
‘mentand ownership thereof tothe
LGUs concerned, which shall com-
mit to shoulder the maintenance
and repair costs,” it added.

Jasper Emmanue! Y. Arcalas -
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-Unavoidable

resident Marcos issued Ex- -
# ecutive Order 50 maintain-
ing lowered tariff rates for |
rice, pork and corn until the end
of 2024. It was an unavoidable |
decision. o W
- The usual suspects raised the
usual howl over the continued
lowering of tariff rates. The lower
tariff rates will be hard on our farmers, they argue.
That is true. They will be forced to compete against
cheaper food imports. Tl S
But what other option do we have? e
If we keep tariff rates high, food will be more
expensive. That will fuel our poverty rates and raég 8
inflation. High inflation will harm everyone without -
exception. A high food price regime coupled with a*
high inflation regime will harm our economic devel-
opment. AT % %
Already the high food price regime is causing
widespread malnutrition and stunting among our

children. The damage wrought on our human capital -

is immense. T

There is no way we can solve our agricultural cri-
sis in the foreseeable future — not until we radically
reconfigure our farm systems. Domestic production
of key commodities will be lower than domestic de-
mand for them. Importation helps us avert shortages
resulting from this.

If we do not import what our agriculture cannot
produce, we will face even more serious problems.
There could be food riots. There could be starvation
_ in some areas. All these will convert into instability

in the political sphere. The damage to our community

will simply spiral.

As things stand, the “lower” tariff rates are still
too high. We will still be imposing 35 percent tariff
rates for rice. Tariffs for pork will range from 15 to 25
percent. Corn, which is principally used for animal
feed, will still pay 5 to 15 percent.

Those who oppose these lowered tariff rates are
operating on the assumption that there should be
no imports at all. That is an unrealistic assumption.

Let’s face it: our agriculture has failed us. All of us
are at fault for this. :

Qur farm systems are inefficient. They are kept so
by the uneconomical subdivision of farmland. Our
agriculture is trapped in subsistence mode. That will
not do to get our people properly fed.

For decades, because we are trapped in subsistence
mode, there has been only negligible investment
in food processing, in logistics systems with much
lower spillage and spoilage rates than the criminal
inefficiency we now have and in agro-industry. We
do not have orchards to speak of and no modern
vegetable farms. , VTR o

i
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“Until we are able to exorcise ourselves of our deep-
seated fetishism for small farms, our agriculture will
continue to fail us. Our food price regime will be high.
Our farmers will always be poor nonetheless.

I am sure Agriculture Secretary Francis Tiu Laurel
understands what needs to be done. After all, he
built up a fishing, processed food and logistics con-
glomerate by his keen insight into what ails our food
production. But he also understands that the reforms
will have to be radical and sweeping, requiring the
investment of much political capital.

The conservatives (who love describing themselves
as “progressives” in the Orwellian-speak of our
waléﬁed polifical dialect) will oppose radical reforms
tooth and nail. They will persist in their romantic
embrace of the small farmer, who is poor precisely
because his farm is small and therefore poorly capi-
talized.

The reason we had a high tariff wall around our
agriculture was to protect its inefficiency. From behind
this tariff wall, our consumers were made to pay
higher prices for food to sustain farm inefficiency. This
produced a high poverty rate in our society —and all
the distortions implied by this condition, from rapid
urban migration to the export of our workers.

People resort to smuggling agricultural produce -
for one basic reason: they are cheaper elsewhere
than here. A high tariff wall simply makes smuggling
more profitable. Lower tariff rates will lower rewards
for those choosing to risk smuggling. No amount of
raids on warehouses, conducted mainly for political
publicity, solves the basic arithmetic of the problem.

For decades, what we had in place of a sustainable
agriculture strategy was a scheme for distributing
subsidies to keep our small farmers afloat. For rice,
1g::wernment subsidized milling, transport and ware-

ousing. For everything else, it came in the form of
free fertilizers, small farm implements and politically-
priced farmgate procurement.

This approach worked well for the politicians. It
kept populists popular .and enabled them a multi-

‘generational grip on power.

Today, we have an even greater patronage state,
distributing subsidies for every conceivable excuse.
This is our distorted version of economic inclusion.

* The measure of the scope and depth of this pa-
tronage state is the size of our public debt. We have
basically indentured the next generations of Filipinos.
to buy legitimacy for today’s political elite. )

Compared to the higher tariff rates that have now
been suspended for another year, the “lower” rates
prescribed by Executive Order 50 is still a coverup.
Abikini version, but still a coverup. =~ -~

It covers up our agriculture’s structural failure
brought about by insane uneconomic orthodoxies we
still embrace. Our domestic cost of production will
still remain higher than elsewhere. A high food price
regime will still inflict poverty on our people. And
our farmers will still remain poor.

The cost of producing sugar locally is twice the
world average. The price of rice is triple those of our.
immediately adjacent economies. Vegetable and fruit

rices, the commodities that matter for.our good

ealth, are priced beyond reach.. ~ = 2

This cannot possibly persist. -«
*
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‘Food group secks agri
statistics database

LOCAL food producersurged the National

- Economicand Development Authority (NEDA)
to establish next year a long-delayed agricul-
tural statistics database that will be available
toall stakeholders online.

In an interview on Tuesday, Elias Jose
Inciong, president of the United Broiler
Raisers Association, said having easy
access to crucial information will guide
poultry farm managers in setting pro-
duction targets that accurately reflect
prevailing consumer demand.

He partially attributed the cur-
rent oversupply in chicken meat to
uninformed decision-making by local

_growers and importers.

“Poultry farms produced aggressively
in anticipa(ion of higher demand during
the holidays. Importation of frozen
chicken was just as aggressive for the
same reason. But the expected high
demand did not materialize ... result-
ing in the oversupply of chicken we are
éeeing today,” Inciong said.

He said the glut in chicken meat has
caused farmgate prices to drop to levels
where poultry farmers are hardly break-

ing even with their investments.

* Inciong said having a digita repository
of agriculture data will help both entrepre-
neurs and government policymakers make
better decisions, drawn from the same

~ vetted body of information.

- President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. under-
scored the importance of digitalization
in the improvement of government -
services during his last State of the Na-
tion Address in July. i

“Digitalization will support the gov-
ernment’s data-driven, science-based
planning and decision-making. Itis the
greatest and most powerful tool, not
just to improve ease of doing business,
but also against many forms of graft
and corruption;” the President said.

Marcos told agencies that “consis- -
tent with this transformative policy
direction, all government offices must
then ensure that their vital services are
digitalized immediately.” '

Meanwhile, the Department of Budget -
and Management highlighted the need to
embrace digitalization with the alloca-
tion of P38.75 billion in the 2024 budget,
representing a 61-percent increase from its
P24.93-billion funding thisyear. PNA
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Bacnotan mushroom growers trained

TO improve mushroom-growing
skills among locals, the Don

Mariano Marcos Memorial State -

University North La Union Cam-
pus (DMMMSU-NLUC) College
of Agriculture conducted a two-
day training on Oyster Mushroom
Production on Dec. 18-19, 2023.

Maricon Viduya, DMMMSU
Strategic Communications direc-

tor, said the event that took place

at the DMMMSU-NLUC Board
Room was conducted in coordi-
nation with the local government
unit (LGU) of Bacnotan in La
Union.
She said the training that was
_funded by the Bacnotan LGU
aims to enhance the participants’
technical knowledge and increase
- the number of mushroom growers
in the town.

During the first day of the event,
Viduya said the training focused
on basic knowledge about mush-
rooms, choosing the right species
for beginners and care manage-
ment techniques.

She said the participants also

discussed issues, problems and

recommendations concerning
mushroom culture and produc-
tion with Analyn Sagun and
Maridell Bane-eng, both faculty
members of DMMMSU-NLUC's
College of Agriculture, leading the
discussions and demonstrations.
On the second day, Viduya
said the training also delved into
more technical topics such as
grain spawn production, fruiting
bag production, sterilization of
fruiting bags, and inoculation and

incubation of grain spawn and .

fruiting bags.

With a visit to CJ] Farm in
Barangay Sapilang in Bacnotan,
the training culminated with a
simple ceremony where partici-
pants were awarded certificates
of completion.

In her closing remarks, Maria
Elaine Boguen, DMMMSU-NLUC

_extension unit head, commended

the participants for their eager-
ness to learn, participate actively
in discussions and practical ac-
tivities, and commit to enhanc-

¥ The College of
AFricul'ture of the

“" North La Union
Cariipus (NLUC) of the
Don Mariano Marcos |
Memorial State |
University conducted
a two-day training

on oyster mushroom
production at the NLUC |
Board Room on Dec.18- |
19,2023. PHOTO
FROM DMMMSU
OFFICIAL
WEBSITE

ing their skills.

Expressing hersatisfaction with
the successful implementation of
the training, Boguen praised the
collaborative efforts of the orga-
nizing team and the support from
Bacnotan LGU.

She said the efforts of DM-
MMSU-NLUC and Bacnotan LGU
“provided an invaluable learning |
opportunity for the locals; laying
the groundwork for a future fo-
cused on sustainable agriculture.”

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

The Manila Times

E Los Banos-based Southeast Asian

Regional Center for Graduate Studies

and Research in Agriculture (Searca) and
AppGeese Inc. have revolutionized farming in
Liliw through digitalization. Y

Glenn Gregorio, Searca director,
said AppGeese is a sociotechno-
prise pioneering digital agriculture
in Laguna since 2020.

He said that three years into the
initiative, Searca’s Emerging In-
novation for Growth Department

. or EIGD conducted a monitoring

visit to Liliw to assess the impact
of the project on local farmers and

agricultural groups.

He said the Liliw Upland Farmers
Marketing Cooperative (Lufamco)
became an integral part of the project
under the guidance of Liliw municipal
agriculture officer Eunice Decena.

Gregorio added that farmers in
Liliw formerly sold their produce
individually, limiting their market
to the local vicinity before Searca

Date: DX - 29, 2% Page: _ B4
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and AppGeese introduced digita-

_*lization to them.

He said Liliw farmers cultivated

a diverse range of vegetables and

crops, including cabbage, string
beans, chayote and radish.
Searca noted that recognizing the

* potential for market linkage and the
robust support structure in the area for

farming, Lufamco was selected by the
project team to participate in piloting
a digital agriculture platform.

Atthestart, only 10 farmer-mem-
bers underwent a series of activities,
including field visits, training in
packaging and sorting and an intro-
duction to digital marketing using
the AgriEx application.

AgriEx provides real-tite access to
buyers, orders and market demand.

Marvin Felices, a farmer coor-
dinator, streamlined communica-
tion among Lufamco members
and was able to guide his fellow
farmers in aligning their crops with
market trends using AgriEx. -

AppGeese facilitated seamless
transactions, picking up-produce
within a day and offering imme-
diate payment through e-money
transfer while surpassing prevail-
ing market prices.

With the digital platform, Gre-
gorio said Lufamco conducted
regular transactions for two years
from 2020 to 2022.

The cooperative also attracted
attention from other marketing
partners, including the Kadiwa

Market managed by the Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Gawad
Kalinga, resulting in the expansion
of the cooperative's market reach.

Gregorio said the ceoperative
also diversified its activities with
assistance from the Department.of
Science and Technology, and ven-
tured into producing and selling
its own organic fertilizer. Lufamco
also constructed a multipurpose
building in Liliw, generating ad-

ditional income by renting it out. -

Enrico Arvesu, Lufamco presi-
dent, thanked Searca for the trans-
formative impact of the project.

“We are very thankful to be
identified in this kind of project,
which helped us appreciate the
importance of planning and con-
solidation of our produce to reach

a wider market,” Arvesu said.
He said the project opened more
opportunities for their group,
and online marketing gave them
the opportunity to reach more
customers beyond their local area.
“We truly saw our potential.”
“For the municipality of Liliw,
this initiative signifies a commit-
ment to embrace opportunities
that uplift the livelihood of local
farmers,” Gregorio said. _
The Searca director noted that
the success of the project has
spurred the municipality “to ex-
plore further partnerships, with
plans in the pipeline to connect
their produce to even wider mar-
kets, ensuring sustained growth for
the agricultural community.”
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‘Extension of tariff cuts
seen to mitigate El Nifio
impact on food prices

THE EXTENSION of reduced tar-
iffs on rice and other key agricultur-
alcommodities will help cushion the
inflationary impact of the El Nifio
weather phenomenon, analysts said.

“This will ensure stable, if not
lower, prices for these products,
particularly during the El Nifio
next year which will hit our ag-
riculture sector. This move is
most welcome,” former Agricul-
ture Undersecretary Fermin D.
Adriano said in a Viber message.

President Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos, Jr. last week signed Executive
Order (EQ) No. 50, which extends
the reduced Most Favored Nation
(MFN) tariff rates on rice, corn,
and pork until Dec. 31, 2024.

The rates for rice imports will
be kept at 35% for shipments both
within or over the minimum ac-
cess volume (MAV) quota.

Tariff rates for swine, fresh,
chilled or frozen meat are re-
tained at 15% for in-quota and
25% for out-quota imports.

Imports for corn maintained
the MFN duty at 5% and 15% for

in-quota and out-quota ship-
ments, respectively.

“The present economic condition
warrants the continued application
of the reduced tariff rates on rice,
corn, and meat of swine (fresh, chilled
or frozen) to maintain affordable
prices for the purpose of ensuring
food security, managing inflationary
pressures, help augment the supply
of basic agricultural commodities in
the country, and diversify the coun-
try’s market sources,” the EO stated.

There will also be a review of
the tariff rates on rice, pork, and
corn every six months, it added.

Philippine Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry President
George T. Barcelon said that the
lower tariff rates will help tame
inflation.

“Extending the tariffs on key food
commodities (will help) deal with
inflation. That would help somewhat,
because of the projected El Nifio
there could be price increases for
these food commodities. I think that's
agood move,” he said via phone call.

. Tariff, S1/12
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HE Phlhppmes expects the
Tentry of 571,000 metric tons
(MT) of rice this month until
February, with most of the volume

coming in through private traders, rice has already arrived 'in the of mid-December have breached i volume as of December 14. § “domestic rice production.
as the country braces for the ad- country. This is part of the 495,000 the 3.2 million MT level, with over The data also showed that BPI “Without [rice] imports, we
verse effects of El Nifio. metric tons committed by import 130,000 MT arriving in the first 14 approved and issued 557 sanitary | ~ willhave less than 39 days at the

- The Department of Agriculture
(DA) on Wednesday said the rice is
the result of private traders’ com-
mitment to government and some
donations.

Agriculture Undersecretary for

Operations-OIC Roger V. Navarro
said the private traders have com-

mitted to import at least 495,000

MT when they secured their re-
spective sanitary and phytosani-
tary import clearances (SPSICs).

- Navarro pointed out that the
importation is in compliance with
the agreement between Agricul-

ture Secretary Francisco P. Tiu

Laurel Jr. and private traders and
importers who are holding valid
SPSICs. “We received reports that
around 100,000 tons of imported

" permit holders to Secretary Tiu

Laurel,” Navarro said.

Navarro- disclosed that at least
75,000 MT out of the 295,000 MT
of rice allowed by India to be ex-
ported to the Philippines will ar-
rive within the last week of Decem-
ber and early January.

* Furthermore, Navarro said half
of the 2,000 MT donated by Tai-
wan to the Philippines already ar-
rived before Christmas day. !

“With' the arrival of imported

rice and the volume harvested

by farmers in recent months, the
country will have sufficient supply

of the national food staple unnl
the next harvest which starts in
March,” Navarro added.

The country’s rice imports as

days of this month, according to
the Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI).

Latest BPI data showed that
total rice imports as of Decem-

ber 14 reached 3.223 MMT, some

603,000 MT lower than the 3.826
MMT recorded full-year import
yolume last year.

The DA earlier projected that the
country’s total rice imports this

. year could settle at around 3.65

MMT, if the remaining valid im-
port volume arrives in the country.

. (Related story: https://businessmir-

ror.com.ph/2023/12/14/rice-imports-
to-fall-by-5-due-to-high-prices/)

BPI data also showed that Vlet—

‘nam remained the country’s top

source of imported rice, accounting

for 87 percent of the total import |

and phytosanitary import clear-
ances (SPSICs) in December for the
importation of 444,270.4 MT of
rice.

' Under the updated rules and

.regulatlons of the Department of

|
|

4

Agriculture, the approved rice im- |

port volume must enter the coun-
try within 30 days after the corre-
sponding SPSICs were issued.
Agriculture officials earlier cau-
t10ned that without rice imports
‘coming in the next few months,

SEE “RICE,” A2

particularly in January and Febru-

£

ary,‘the country would have thin
gra.i_tystocks, especially amid the
ant;elpated impact of El Nifio on

end of the first semester and 61
day‘s at the end of March, which
is very thin supply considering
our archipelagic condition. We
cannot spread the 61 days [stock
level] evenly, so we need to im-
port,” Agriculture Undersecre-
tary for Rice Industry Develop-
ﬁ t Leocadio S. Sebastian said
earlier. (Related story: www.busi-
neumirrnr.com.ph/2023/12/15/
3 da-sees-domestic-milled- ricc-out-
i plgt-duline—in~h1-2024-nmld—el-

CG'». ”

PHL expects 571MT rice to come in till Feb Ri

Page

Gou'rmunn mmm

of



A broader look at todays usines

Date: D¢ %0, w7 Page:

o
-"‘\\\:,

!

%

—

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Busmessl\éllrror

A broader look at today’s business

Date:

@RJ 2%, V> page

84

BY JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
Y w@jearcalas.

OCAL food producers are bemtg
“penalized” by the Marcos Jr. -
adm1n1strat10n with its dec151on
to extend lower tariff rates on key 5
food items until the end of 2024, the
Samahang Industriya ng Agrlkultura
(Sinag) sa1d on Wednesday

UBRARY

TPY. OF AGRI’“ULTURE

producers W1thout cul

“Itis very unfortunate that the
economic team led by Secretaries
Ben Diokno and Arsenio Balisacan
had succeeded in the issuance of
EO [Executive Order] 50; penaliz-
ing local producers while promot-

ingtheinterests ofafewprivileged

importers and favored traders,”
the group said in a statement.
Sinag was referring to the lat-

estexecutiveissuancebyPresident

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.last Tuesday
that formally authorized the ex-
tension of the lowgr tariff rates on

imported pork, rice and cornun- -

til December 31, 2024. (Related
story: https://businessmirror.
com.ph/2023/12/27/pbbm-is-
sues-eo-extending- Iower-food-
tariffs/)

Marcos, in issuing EO 50, ar-
gued that keeping the tariffs on
the three commodities is criticalin
ensuring the countryhas sufficient
food supplywhileavertingunneces-
sary price spikes because of volatile
global market conditions, including
El Nifio.

“The present economic condition
warrants the continued application
of the reduced tariff rates on rice,
corn, and meat of swine (fresh,
chilled or frozen) to maintain af-

_fordable prices for the purpose of

ensuring food security, managing
inflationary pressures, help aug-
ment the supply of basic. agricul-

tural commodities in the country, -

and diversify the country’s market
sources,” Marcos, who is a former
agriculture secretary himself, said
in EO 50 issued on Décember 22
but was only made public recently.

This is not the first time that .

Marcos keptthe lower tariff rates

" onimported commodities. Earlier

this year, Marcos 1ssued EO-10,
the precedent of EO 50, to extend
the tariff rates until the encf of
this year.

The industry group said local

foodproducers “havenothingtodo

with the spiraling costs of staple

crops,” particularly rice.
“Extreme weather situations

[like El Niﬁo', La Nifia, stronger

’age

\

of



LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page

of 2=



Pilipino Star
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Grupo g mgbababo dismayado

sa pagpapalawig ng mababang taripa

Dismayado ang gru
desisyon ni Pangulong
lawigin pa

local hog raisers sa bansa.

- Ayon kay Phili

0 Nng mga magbababoy sa
erdinand Marcos, Jr. na pa-.

813 mababang buwis sa mga imported na
baboy na posibleng makaapekto sa negosyo ng mga

pine Pork Producers Federation

President Nonon ‘?ambago. “ilang executive orders

kaya ng bulsa n
Sinabi ni a.rr?l%
- makakaapekto sa n

. na ang inilalabas ng Malakanyang

2 mamimili ang presyo ng baboy.
ago na ang ‘extension’ ay

eg ng mga local hog raiser
matapos pumalo sa P175 ki“b

subalit hindi pa rin

kilo ang farmgate price.
Inilabas ni Executive Secre ‘ary-chp":"gBersamin ;

ang Executive Order (EO) 50, kung saan mananatiling
mababa ang taripa o buwis ng imported na baboy,. bigas

at mais hanggang Disyembre 31, 2024, *
“This extension is further damaging the confidence
-of local swine farmers as farmgate prices have been -
greatly affected, currergity averaging P175 per kilo,

which is below the cost
ang presyo ng baboy.

production,” ani Tambago.
Sa ngayon ayon kay Tambago,

nasa P350 per kilo

Nakikitang solusybn ni Tambago ay pagsasaayos
sa b!)resyo ng farmgate at retail prices at hindi ang pag-
bibigay ng 3

3

bor sa mga importers at traders.
yon naman kay Samahang Industriya ng A?
kultura (SINAG) Executive Director Jayson Caing

ri-
et,

nakakalungkot na tila hindi naiisip n’g economic team ni
sa

Marcos
(NEDA)

ani Finance Secretary Benjamin
Diokno at Na A_ annomlr_: Davelopment.-Auﬂl'uoﬁly

anng

y ang
local hog raisers at sa halip ay patuloy na inimpluwen-
siyahan ang Pangulong Marcos na mag-isyu ng EQ 50.

Aniya, nangyayari sa bansa na ang mga local

-producers ang napapatawan

ng multa habang napa-

paboran ang mga;impquershz%anapat na taon

~ nang nagtatamasa sa mababang b
- atbaboy. (Doris Franche-Boria)” .

s sa bigas, mais
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- NEDA urged to put
up digital agrl database

LOCAL food producers have urged
the National Economicand Develop-
ment Autl;ont!rd (3:3[)& to estabhsh
in 2024 a lon
statistics datai tl’:fd mﬁl avail-
able toall stakeholdersonline.
Inaninterview, Elias Jose Inciong,
president of the United Broiler Raisers

Association (UBRA), said having easy
accessto crucialinformation will guide

poultry farm mana rsmsetlmggn;
ducnu.oyn targets thatg:c emmt-ﬂy
prevailing consumerd

He partially attributed the current

oversupply in chicken meat to unin-  ge==
eamon-—malongbylomlgmw g

ersandim 2
”Pomuyfarmsproducedaggres- o : 8 Lk B
sively in anticipation of higher de- = Hesaid theglutinchickenmeathas ers make better decisions,
mand duringthe’ Importahm caused farm gate prices to drop to g,x(awn the same vetted
of frozen chicken was just as a lzevelswlmpaﬂuyfarmemalehard ~ body of information. -
sive for the same reason. But ly breaking even with their invest- President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
peched mﬁi\demmddldnotmatenal "men!s. undersooredﬂwunpoﬂanceofdlgta-
in the oversupply of sa:d}&vmga mﬁl rem  lization in the improvement of gov-
,chlckm we are seeing today, f\"lﬁ ! 1toryc§agnculhn'edata help ' ernmentservices lmng]‘uslastSfate.
ong said. mtrepreneurs and government pdll- of the Nation (SONA) addressin July.
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¥ MARCOS EXTENDS IMRORT DUTY.CUTS

EDITORIAL

High prices
PRESIDENT Marcos has issued an executive
order (EO) thatreflects the government's gen-
uine concern over therising prices of goodsin
the country.

In issuing EO No. 50, Marcos said that there
is a need to maintain the temporary modifica-
tion of rates of import duty on rice, corn and
meat products

This is to ensure affordable prices amid the
negative impact of the El Nino phenomenon
on the price and production of rice and corn in
the country.

Then there's the continuing prevaience of
African Swine Fever (ASF) and the trade re-
strictions imposed by some exporting nations
that affect prices of goods.

Under the Customs Modernization and Tar-
iff Act(CMTA), the Chief Executive isempow-
ered to increase, reduce or ‘remove exmtmg
rates of import duty

' The National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) board had earlierendorsed
‘the temporary extension up to the end-of 2024
the reduced Most Favored Natlon rates for
rice, corn and swine meat. |

The reduced tariff rates ‘were granted under

- EONo. 10, Whlch was 1ssued in December last
ear.
! We agree with President Marcos when he
said that the present economic condition war-
rants the continued apphcatlon of the reduced
tariff rates. . P

Let's unburden the citizens frorn the prob-

lemof high-priced

goods.
Page of
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SINGAPORE ngh food prices
_in recent years have prompted

'fa.rme worldwide to plant ) more

“ereals and oilseeds, but consum-
ers are set to face tighter supphes
well into 2024 amid adverse El

Nino weather, export redtnctmns-

and higher b:gfnel mandates

|+ gains — eaded for losses in
2023 on easing Black Sea bottle-
necks and fears of a global recession,
although prices remain vulnerable
to supply shocks and food inflation

ers said. “The supply picture for
grains certainly improved in 2023
with bigger crops in some of the
key places which matter. But we
are not really out of the woods yet,”
said Ole Houe, director of advisory
services at agriculture brokerage
IKON Commodities in Sydney.
“We have El Nifio weather
forecast until at least April-May,
Brazil is almost certainly going
* to produceless corn, and Chinais
surprising the market by buying
larger volumes of wheat and corn
form the international market.”

EL NI & FOOD PRODUCTION

The EI Nifio weather phenomenon,

Global w'héaf, corn and soybean B
prices —afterseveral years of strong

in the New Year, analysts and trad--

ned bvf

: Awhichbmugbt }
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of Asia this year, is fo ] 'w'con-
unuean;heﬁmhalfotzo%pu:-
nngaﬁ:sksuppﬂsofmwheaﬁ

~ the world’s No. 2 wheat exporter,
* could be planting their cropindry
soils, after months of intense heat

"“’ﬂed yields for this year’s crop
pa]moﬂahdoﬂ:erfarmpmductsm . and ended a three-dream run of

some of the world’s top agncultural

. exporbersandnnportem

Traders and ofﬁcm.ls
Asum rice production in- ﬁ!'st
half of 2024 to drop as dry plant-
ing conditions:and shrinking res--
ervoirs are likely to cut yields.

‘World rice supplies tightened
this year already after the El Nifio
weather phenomenon cut into
production, prompting India, by
far the world’s biggest exporter, to
restrict shipments:

While other grains markets
were losing value, rice prices rallied
to their highest in 15 years in 2023,

with quiotations in some Asian ex-

port hubs gaining 40%-45%.

India’s next wheat crop is also *
being threatened by lack of mois- -

ture, which could force the world’s
second-largest wheat consumer to
seek imports for the first time in
sixyears as domestic inventories at
state warehouses have dropped to
their lowest in seven years.

FARMERS DOWN UNDER
Come April, farmers in Australia,

record harvests.

 Thisislikely to prompt buyers,
including China and Indonesia,
“to seek larger volumes of wheat
from other exporters in North

America, Europe and the Black

_Searegion.

“The (wheat) supply situation
in the current 2023/24 crop year
is likely to deteriorate compared
to last season,” Commerzba'nk
wrote ina note.’

. “This is because exports from
important producer countries are
likely to be significantly lower.”

On the bright side for grain
supplies, South American corn,
wheat and soybean production
is expected to improve in 2024,
although erratic weather in Brazil
is leaving some doubt.

In Argentina, abundant rainfall
over farming heartlands is likely to
boost production of soybeans, corn
and wheatin one of the world’s larg-
est grain exporting nations.

According to Argentina’s
Rosario grains exchange (BCR),
95% of early planted corn and

d supplies to be
lﬁo export curbs

75% of soybeans are in “excel-
lent to very good” conditions,
thanks to rains since the end
of October across the country’s
Pampas region.

Brazil is set for near-record
farm output in 2024, although
the country’s soybean and corn
production ‘estimates have been
reduced in recent weeks due to
dry weather.

Global palm oil production is
alsolikelyto fall next year due to dry
El Nifio weather, supporting cook-
ing oil prices that dropped more
than 10% in 2023. The decline in
output comes amid expectations
of higher demand for making palm
oil-based biodiesel and cooking oil.

“We see more upside price risk
than down,” said CoBank, a lead-
ing lender to the US agriculture
sector. '

“Global grain and oilseed stock
inventories are tight by historic
measures, the northern hemi-
sphere will likely have a strong
El Nifio weather pattern during
the growing season for the first
time since 2015, the dollar should
continue its recent decline, and
global demand should return to

" its long-term growth trend.” —

Reuters
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