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64 provinces
logged ASF
cases - DA

At least 64 of the country’s 83 provinces
have recorded cases of African swine fever
(ASF)as the virus continues to batter the hog
industry, latest data from the Department of
!q;mnﬂhmnaﬂlA)shovuﬂiyesﬁnday

‘As of Dec. 29, the Bureau of Animal
Indushy (BAI), an attached agency of the
DA, said these ASF-affected provinces
were classified as red or infected zones.

The number of provinces under the
dark green zone or those considered free
from ASF has decreased to 12 from 20 in
April, the BAI said.

These ASF-free provinces anelBasﬂaru
Batanes, Biliran, Bohol, Bukidnon, Lanao
del Sur, Maguindanao del Norte, Occi-
dental Mindoro, Palawan, Slqul]ox:, Sulu
and Tawi-tawi.

Based on the latest report of the BAI's
National ASF Prevention and Control
Program, at least 392 cities and munici-
palities were upgraded to pink or buffer
zoneﬁnnnradoruﬂbdzdz@n S

- “At least 69 mumcxpalitxes were up-
graded to yellow or surveillance zone
from pink or buffer zone,” the BAI said.

- AGAP party-list Rep. Nicanor Briones
said the hog mdustry has incurred at
least P200 billion in losses due to ASF.

Briones is chairman of the Pork Produc-
ers Federation of the Philippines.

Meanwhile, Nonon Tambago, presi-
dent of the Philippine Pork Producers
Federation, criticized a move of the
govermnem to extend the lower tariff on
nnported pork until December.

Tambago said the extension would
further erode the confidence of local swine
farmers due to the slump in the farmgate
prices of the commodity.

“Instead of focusing on lowenng the
tariff, it is crucial to address the gap be-
tween farmgate ahd retail prices as part
ofa Iong—term soﬁuhon Tambago said.

He said it is'important for economic
managers to consider the real situation
faced by local farmers, rather than favor-
ing a few importers and traders.

— Bella Cariaso
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: Ngayon araw na ito
ay i ko sa inyo
ang isang garden na
makikita sa Luneta sa ps
lungsod ng Maynila.

Ito ay ang Luneta Ur-

' ban Garden Set!;lua%o na -
pinapatakbo n-
al Park De\?eglopment
Committee NPDC) na

s cn’ 1z o
Noong bumlslta_sa
Buha;r'?eam 'ng Mag-

- supervise attinutulungan - sasakang Reporter ay |
1lng;{(BBu;_‘l‘?)auofPlaﬂtIndusf- nagkataon din na mara-

Pinasimulan ang Ur-
ban Garden sa Luneta
matapos ang pandemya
upang makatulong at

makakuha ng idea ang |
mga kababayan nating
namamasyal sa Rizal
Park hinggil sa pag-
tatanim ng iba't ibang un !

- ng halaman.

AT

pemay. mustasa at iba

pa.

Pahayag ni Cruz,
marami ang humihingi
. Conventional ‘at Hy— sa kanila ng assistance
% dropomcs method of Ialo na ang paglalagay ;

farming ang set up sa at pagsisimula ng urban 5

LUNETA URBAN
GARDEN SET-UP

ni MER LAYSON

: Hydroponlcs method nf farmlng na isma-

Ang tanim na kalabasa na maklkita rin sa
sagawa sa ghrde ;

urban gardan na nasa Luneta..

Maaari pumasyal ang Amya; dumoble ang mgaPlliplho 'f:. manood atma-
publiko sa nasabing gar- mga lumalapit sa kanila  ~ Aniya, walang g ng

den para magkaroon na

atnag- lema sa binhi,
ng idea kung papaano Ea};y ng

nanais na magtanim ng- BP| ay nagbi

3 ggga?tuwmg L‘inggs_

magtanim ng iba't i maysakamiangsanllng libreng seeds, | breng .
unnggdaykahrtsa - tahanan at bakuran. seminar o ' Bm&%
naespasyo lamangatsa Mula ng umupo sa pagtatamm at iba pang % TV, 1ng
MeboMam‘lakanakahra. Euwastn ang Pangulong  garden megzs
_._May emplayado ng. BBM ay muling sumig- ~ Sa dara’ang na araw ﬁ;wsRadyoSmgko
DC ang nagbabantay  la ang Urban amung ng Linggo, Enero 7, 2024 Maaari din ka on
saLuneta Urban Garden makaraang buhayi ay mapapanood. ninyo . iyong

ang panayam kay Chris-

# topher Cruz ng BPI at

- farm four sa Luneta Ur-

‘mababasa an

manood, mag-su
at rr!ag_-follow sa aki

channel na ]
AGSASAKANG RE-
PORTER at Facebook -

- man at impormasyon
‘sa pagtatanim ng iba't

Iaa'lgmnghaianmsa
itan ng organi-

uwing araw ng Mar-
tes ay regular ninyong
aking
kolum dito sa Pilipino
Star on (PS

- Star GrOUp of Pub?lu-

Sa tanong atk
i mga o-
gkjento ay maaari ninyo

o 52 ORI ToRIST

] STAY SAFE, HAPPY
FARMING, GODBLESS
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Adequate water su
‘ensured amid El Ninho

By RAMON EFREN LAZARO

MALOLOS - Water supply
for Metro Manila households
‘as well as rice farms in Bulacan
and Pampanga will be adequate
during the dry months despite
“risks posed by El Nifo in the

first and second quarter of the

year, officials said yesterday.

This developed after the water-
elevation at Angat Dam in Bulacan -

reached more than two meters
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above its ideal end-of-the-year level
of 212 meters yesterday.
Manuel Lukban Jr., chief of the

Bulacan disaster risk reduction and

management office, told The STAR
that Angat’s water level was at 214.2
meters as of 11 a.m. yesterday.
Lukban said that normally, when
the dam’s water elevation reaches
212 meters on the last day of the
ear, supply for Metro Manila
ouseholds and farms in Bulacan
and Pampanga would be adequate
for the coming dry season.

Lukban said the dam has been
releasing 50 cubic meters per sec-
ond of water to Metro Manila and
20 CMS to its downstream river
system.

He said the water elevationin Ipo
and Bustos dams were at 100.87 and
15.20 meters, respectively.

Ipo’s spilling level is 101.00 me-
ters, while Bustos is at 17.35 meters.

Water discharged from Angat
goes toits downstream river system
and to Bustos Dam, Lukban said.

Due to this, dam operators

ply

opened Bustos’ spillgates to re-

lease 10 CMS of water to the dam’s

downstream river system.
Francisco Clara, chief of Bustos’
water control and coordinating unit,
said they started releasing yesterd rtK
irrigation supply to the dam’s no
and south service irrigation zones,
to flush out garbage that accumu-
lated in the irrigation canals.
“Today, regular irrigation supply
for Bustos’ service irrigation canals
will start for the dry rice cropping
season this year,” Clara said.

Page



The Manila Times”

Govt urged to

vt L R R R R

gricu

g WL RONEWRIT R AR - PN

e

0 7 JAN 202

Date: Page:
-s""f‘f LIBRARY
i

&

" BY JENICA FAYE GARCIA

OREIGN chambers of commerce on Saturdaj |

urged the government to focus on the
investments crucial to uplift the agricultural
sector in 2024, anchored on increased financing

and knowledge-sharing.

European Chamber of Com-
merce of the Philippines Executive
Director Florian Gottein recom-
mended that the government must
focus on building farm-to-market
roadmap projects nationwide to
address food security.

Gottein also emphasized in-
creasing finance on critical agri-
cultural infrastructures to increase
farmers’ production.

“In the realm of agriculture, we

reiterate our recommendation

for the government to build on
the success of the farm-to-market
roadmaps project and increase
investments in crucial infrastruc-
ture, such as irrigation systems,
production, post-harvest facili-
ties, processing and marketing
facilities, and automated weather
stations,” he said.

Meanwhile, Gottein supported
the efforts of the government
toward enhancing the ease of
doing business and creating-a

NnepT. OF AGRICULTURE

favorable business environment
for investors.

He said building more infra-
structure projects is crucial to
promote connectivity, productivity
and efficiency.

“We support the Philippines’ ef-
forts to enhance the ease of doing
business and create favorable condi-
tions for investors. ... Emphasizing
the importance of human capital,
we are eager to collaborate with
stakeholders to promote qual-
ity education, health, and wellness
among Filipinos,” said Gottein.

Italian Chamber of Commerce

in the Philippines Executive Di- K

rector Lorens Ziller stressed that
helping farmers increase their pro-
ductivity can be done with profes-
sional management cooperatives.

“The Philippines can grow all
the crops it needs and even export

focus

the surplus,” said Ziller.

He then hopes for an increase
in partnerships with Italian com-,
panies by 2024, given the country’s
favorable entry into different trade
agreements. :

American Chamber of Com-
merce of the Philippines Agri-
business Committee Chairman
Christopher Ilagan expects an
increase of logistics roadmaps in
2024, which is very crucial as the
government ordered a temporary
extension until Dec. 31, 2024, of
reduced tariff on rice, corn, and
meat products.

Ilagan also said that this will
help to further ease food prices.

“Bracing ourselves for this even-
tuality is appropriate, and the
recent extension of reduced tariffs
on rice and corn and a step in the

right direction,” he said.
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n 30]%, a grcrup of about 20
women came. togeﬁer in

anm,"Vlgmam to found. the .:

ASEAN Women Entrepreneurs
‘Network or AWEN. Headed by
a strong leader named Madame

Nguyen Minh Thi Tuyet, we .

formed, friendships with like-

- minded women leaders from the -
10 ASEAN member-states. After

two years, the Philippines headed

AWEN and I noticed, every other
member had two or more busi-
ness groups headed by equally
headstrong ladies, and I had to

think of a creative way to manage
these women. Some were candi-

dates for government positionsor - ;

as we say, political leaders, while
others were dyed-in-the-wool en-
trepreneurs leading businesses

in renewable energy, consumer

retail and manufacturing.
How do you manage a diverse

group of women leaders? Let

them all have a voice, was my

thought bubble. We then thought -

of a coalition for every country,
grouping three to five or more

organizations under one um- .

brella. We fErmed the Plixhppme

Women’s Economic Network or

PHILWEN. With PHILWEN’s
SEC papers tucked under my

arm; we trooped to Cambodiaand

sold the idea of a coalition to the
Minister of Women Affairs. $he
listened and as they say, the rest is

history. They formed CAMWEN
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Inflation, i
JromS1/1
In December alone, pump Data from the A_gricﬁlture BSP Governor Eli M. Re-

price adjustments stood at a net  department showed that regular-  molona, Jr. earlier said inflation

increase of P0.3 a liter for gaso-

line. Diesel and kerosene prices

had a net decrease of P0.35 and
P0.51 respectively. -

- “Waning pent-up demand
will see prices of basic consumer
products cool compared with a
year ago. Further, with global oil
prices moderating, that should -
help lower average gasoline pric-
es on a year-earlier basis,” Sarah
Tan, an economist from Moody’s
Analytics, said in an e-mail.

HSBC economist for ASEAN.

(Association of Southeast Asian -

Nations) Aris Dacanay said infla-
tion is still “more-or-less sticky.”
“This is because the drop in
fuel prices was likely offset by
the rise in global rice prices as
these re- splked due to El Nifio
risks. Movmg forward, elevated

rice prices will likely put a floor

under how much inflation can
ease in the thppmes through—
out 2024,” he said.

inflation likély bumping around
the 4% mark in early 2024 before
returning firmly to BSP’s target
3 range by. mld 2,024 “Ms. Tan
,sald i gy @

Mr Dacanay sau:l the exten-
'sion of lower tariffs on key com-
modities would help keep infla-
‘tion expectations at bay, which
will give the BSP room to begin
its easing cycle hy the middle of {

Preszdent Ferdmand-R. Mar-
-cos, Jr. last month signed Execu-
tive Order No. 50, which extends
the reduced Most Favored Nation
(MFN) tariff rates on nce corn
and porkuntilDec.31.

The rates for rice imports
will be kept at 35% for ship-
ments both within or over the
minimum access volume quota.
Tariff rates for swine, fresh,
chilled or frozen meat are re-
tained at 15% for in-quota and
25% for out-quota imports. Im-
‘ports for corn maintained the
MFN duty at 5% and 15% for in- -

"'milled rice prices stood at P52 a

of the P33-P52 band on Nov. 30.
Retail prices of well-milled rice
also went up to as much as P56
akilo.
The typical surge in domestlc
demand due to holiday spend-
ing might have also kept inflation
high, Mr. Dacanay said. -

“With inflation sticky,--the De-

cember print will likely reinforce
the BSP’s hawkish view that high

interest rates will likely persist

throughout (2024),” he said.,

At its December meeting, the
Monetary Board left its target
reverse repurchase (RRP) rate

unchanged at a 16-year high of

6.5%. This was the second straight
meeting that the BSP stood pat
since its 25-basis-point (bp) off-
cycle hike on Oct. 26.
The central bank raised bor—
rowing costs by a total of 450 bps
from May 2022 to October 2023.

quota and out-quota shipments,
respectively.

Mr. Arogo said inflation wculd ;

~only s settle sustamably" within

. the BSP’s 2-4% target by the

fourth quarter of 2024.

“As such, the BSP should only -

cut rates in the fourth guarter
and we believe that a total of 50
bps would be appropnate he
said.

. AbO- bpworthofcutsthlsyear
would bring the key rate down
to 6%.

casts assume some rebound in oil
prices and agncul_tural disrup-,
tions due to El Nifio. If supply-
‘demand conditions continue to
improve, however, price growth

_may enter the target range con-
tinually at an earlier date,” Mr.
Arogo said.

.~ However, investors are pncmg
in a total of 75-bp cuts from the US
Federal Reserve in 2024, he said.

“Therefore, the risk to our:
estimates worth noting is the

kilo as of Dec. 29, atthehlghend :

“Our baseline mﬂatlon fore-

was not yet out of the woods, and
borrowing costs mayneed tostay

- higher for longer in2024.

 The central bank expects full-
year inflation to have hit 6% in
2023, before easing to 3.7% in
2024 and 3.2% for next year.

RISKS TO OUTLOOK. ¢
“Looking ahead to 2024, there is
a good chance that full-year in-
flation will already settle within -
target, barring any new supply
shocks,” Ms. Velasquez said.

However, the key risks to the .

inflation outlook this year in-
clude the impact of El Nifio on
food and utilities, higher global
oil prices, potential increases in
transport fares, and minimum
wage adjustments in some re-
gions, she said. :

~ “Should the easmg 1nﬂatlon
‘trend continue in December; this
will support the case for BSP’s
tightening cycle to end. We see

possibility that the reduction in
the target RRP rate could hap-
pen earlier than the fourth quar-
ter and the magnitude might be
more than 50 bps,” he added.
The US central bank kept
borrowing costs unchanged at
5.25-5.5% in December. This was

after it hiked policy rates by 525

bps from March 2022 to July
2023.
“We expect a pretty good out-

ook until early this year includ-

ing a strong peso vis-a-vis the US
dollar,” Colegio de San Juan de
Letran Graduate School Associ-
ate Professor Emmanuel J. Lopez
smd. . -
The peso closed at P55.37 ver-
sus the dollar on Friday, up by 11
centavos from Thursday’s P55.48
finish. Year to date, the peso ap-
preciated by 38.5 centavos or
0.69% from its P55.755 a dollar
close on Dec. 29, 2022.

" The Monetary Board will hold
its first policy review this year on
Feb. 15.
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