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EDITORIAL

Wastmg food

The new secretary of the

Department of Agriculture

- faces his first full year in the
‘post with farmers in Benguet

giving away their carrots
for free. This came after the

farmgate price of the h:ghland
vegetable plummeted to just

P1 a kilo. Farmers blamed a

flood of imports for the price

plunge, during a holiday pe-

~ riod when demand for carrots
is traditionally high.
Imports ensure supply and
- stabilize prices, which con-
- sumers naturally appreuate.,
For long-term food security,
however, domestic farmers
should be given sufficient
support to boost their produc-
tlon. The challenge for new

~ cisco ‘Iiu-Laiu

ago to local producers for farm
. support services to make their

livelihoods sustainable.
- The woes of carrot produc-
ers came on the heels of Cor-
dillera farmers dumping their
tomatoes in early December
as a glut pulled farmgate
prices down to as low as P5
per kilo.

Authorities should con-
sider such waste of food unac-
ceptable in a country where

millions of people are going

hungry, and where malnutri-
tion and undernutrition are
stunting physical and mental
development of children from
poor households.
Agriculture industry play-
ers have long pointed out
that such waste, which is
not uncommon across the

to deliver
on the promlses given ages

country, can be prevented or

minimized if there are suf-
ficient cold storage facilities.

Farmers, especially the small-
scale ones who make up the
majority in the agriculture
sector, also need better access

to markets, without being at

the mercy of middlemen.

Promises of reforms in the .

food value chain, however,

have yet to go beyond politi-
- cal rhetoric. The government

has yet to provide an accurate

inventory of crop production

and scientific estimates of
national demand. These are
not in the realm of science

fiction; for some years now,

certain countries have been
using technology including

~ drones for maintaining a re-
liable record of agricultural

production and demand.
Connecting small-scale
farmers and livestock growers

- with institutional buyers in the

food industry can also prevent
the waste of agricultural com-
modities. This is being done
on a limited scale in the case of
broiler chickens. Both tomatoes

-and carrots can be processed
. into juice or incorporated into

snacks and pasta. Carrots in dif-
ferent cuts can be sold frozen.
Tomatoes are processed into
paste and ketchup.

Unlike President Marcos,
the new secretary of agricul-
ture has no other major post
to handle. Secretary Francisco
Tiu-Laurel can focus wholly

on agriculture, and the de- -
livery of long-promised re- -

forms to boost national food
security. :
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' DAwill create anatlonalsheermgconumtme and

technical working group to prepare the plan.

AW

The DA said the national steering commit-

tee will set the policy direction that the plan
. $492.09 million or 30.5% of the total.

will then flesh out.

It added that a techmcal ‘working group
will help create the mechanisms to facilitate
exports and ensure that activities and pro-
grams are aligned with the Philippine Export
Development Pla.n (2023-9.028) ~ Qi
core group that will (assist in) the creation of the
'PAEDP and provide technical assistance on mat-
ters related to export development,” the DA said.

The DA added that the technical working

group will seek to identify priority commodi- i

ties with the strongest export potentlal

' Si 61 billion during the third quarter of 2023,

SRR SN I e

ittee will be headed by

DA undersecretaries as

sistant Secretary for Policy

ment Noel A. Padre will
vorking group.

accounting for8.2% of total exports, according
to the Philippine Statistics Authority.
. Leading exports were edible fruit and nuts
aswell as peel of citrus fruit melons, valued at
Among the top five exported commodi-
ties were animal and vegetable fats; prepa-

© rations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other

parts of plants; tobacco and manufactured
substitutes; and preparations of meat of

- fish, ctustacean,’x‘no]]usks and other aquahc'

1nvertebrates !
President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. has said
that the government is focusing on increasing

_exports of agricultural products to make the
economy more competitive. — Adrian H.
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Laurel reshuffles senior
agnculture officials

By JASPER EMMAN’UEL Y. ARCALAS
Y@jearcalas

HE Department of Agriculture

(DA) welcomed 2024

reshuffling its senior of}élcials
:and key directors, as Agriculture
‘Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr.
.continued with the reorganization of
the agency.

Exactly two months after he

- wasappointed asagriculture chief,
' Laurelissued seven Special Orders
- (80) regarding the designation of
. several officials, mostlyundersec-

retaries, at the DA.
SO 1 series of 2024 indicated
that Undersecretary Leocadio S.

ranging from seeds, fertilizers,
pesticide assistance, among oth-
ers.

" Corn industry leader Roger V.
Navarro, who has been serving as
OIC for Agriculture Undersecre-
tary for Operations since Laurel
assumed office, would now oversee
three more offices as stipulated
under SO 3 series of 2024.

‘Navarrowould alsoserveasthe
OIC of the Office of the Undersec-
retary for Rice Industry Develop-
ment, which was earlier held by

-Sebastian, and the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Operations.
He was designated as OIC of
the Office of the National Project
Director for the Philippine Rural
Development Project.
Meanwhile, Drusila Esther E.
Bayate has been handed the posi-
tion of Undersecretary for Policy,
Planning and Regulations, replac-
ing Undersecretary Mercedita A.

Sebastian will join the Secretary’s
Technical Advisory Group (STAG).

With the new designation, Se-
bastian, whoisa Career Executive
Service officer (CESO) I, is no lon-
ger Undersecretary for Rice Indus-
try and Development. Sebastian
returned to the DA towards the

Sombillawhowillnowserveasthe '

Undersecretary for DA Bureaus.
Bayate joined the DA in early
2023 after being appointed as
the Undersecretary for Fisheries.
Bayate was former assistant di-
rector at the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources from 2014

¢ to 2022,

Laurel also createdanew desig-
‘nationunder SO 5 series 0f 2024 —
the Qffice of the Undersecretary

" for DA Bureaus, which would be

headed by Sombilla.

Sombillais tasked toadviseand
assist Laurel in the promulgation
of issuances to the DAbureaus and
exercise supervision over the at-
tached bureaus of the department
in the execution of their functions.

Sombilla will also represent
Laurel in meetings and official
engagements concerning the DA
bureaus and will also undertake
review and evaluation of the plans,

end of the Duterteadministration
under theleadership of former Ag-
riculture SecretaryWilliam D. Dar.

The STAG was created by Dar
in 2019 to provide policy and pro-
gramrecommendationstoaddress
the major issues and challenges
affecting the country’sagriculture
sector. The STAG is composed of
industry and academic represen-
tatives coming from various quar-
ters of the agriculture sector.

In his SO 2 series of 2024,
Laurel designated long-time DA

. director U-Nichols A. Manalo as

the National Rice Program (NRP)
Director. The DA’s NRP is one of
itsflagship programs for develop-

~ ingand modernizing the country's

agriculture sector.

Manalo will now oversee the
utilization of over P30 billion in-
funding dedicated to the devel-
opment of the country’s rice sec-
tor, comprising various programs

projects, and activities of the bu-
reaus. The DA website indicated

. that the department has a total

of 9 bureaus.

Laurel, through SO 6 series of
2024, designated Telma C. Tolen-
tino as the Undersecretary-des-
ignate for Finance in the latter’s
concurrent capacity as the OIC
Director of Financialand Manage-
ment Services

- TheDAchiefhasalsonamed Ag-
nes Catherine T. Miranda, a CESO
I11, as Undersecretary for DA At-
tached Agenciesand Corporations,
anew position. Miranda's respon-
sibilities are similar to Sombilla’s
but she will oversee 16 attached DA
agencies and corporations.

All the SOs were signed and is-.
sued by Laurel on January 2, the

. first working day of 2024. The DA

website now shows that it has 8
undersecretaries and 9 assistant
secretaries.
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DA to unveil agri devt strategy

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E Department of Agriculture (DA) is
set to unveil its strategy to modernize the
country’s agriculture sector and boost its

contribution to the domestic economy.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jr. said on Wednesday
that they will launch next week
the department’s plan to elevate
- the agriculture sector, increase the
industry’s production and gener-
ate more jobs for farmers and
fisherfolk.

“As I told you last time, all eyes
are trained on us, more on me
probably because I'm the new
Agriculture secretary,” Laurel said,
adding that 2024 will be a very
challenging year.

“The entire country expects that
we could feed them and that we

will try to bring commodity prices
down,” he added."

The Agriculture chief also urged
afocus on local production, noting
that by producing more locally,
the country's agricultural trade
deficit could be narrowed. In 2022,
this amounted to $11.8 billion or
around P660 billion.

“Basically, a lot of things need to
be done. We need to do this with a
sense of urgency because there are
only four years left in the admin-
istration of President [Ferdinand)|
Marcos [Jr.]. And we also have to
change the perception of Filipinos

that we can produce more food for
our country,” he said.

Laurel also urged DA employees
to do their part and reiterated his
goal to modernize the country’s
agriculture sector, achieve food
security, and in turn, lessen agri-
cultural imports.

“We can do this. But I need your
help, I need your full cooperation
for the DA to achieve its goals,”
he added.

The Agriculture department
said that money paid by con-
sumers for imported agricultural
commodities could go instead to

the pockets of Filipino farmers
and fisherfolk, and fuel invest-
ment in the agriculture sector
that employs four in every 10
Filipinos. ;

Laurel also expressed the need
for more timely farm and market
statistics, adoption of new tech-
nologies and farm mechanization.

“Very soon, we will have that
program — possibly in the next
10 days — that we will cascade to
everyone,” he said, reminding the
whole DA to work with urgency,
especially with the impending El
Nifio phenomenon this year.

Laurel was appointed Agricl-
ture secretary in November 2023.
Since then, he has visited various
DA offices around the country
and broke ground or inaugurated
facilities to support agricultural
production including irrigatio
systems. '

He also consulted local officials,
farmers, fisherfolk and other agri-
culture stakeholders to determine
a better course of action and gather
support to achieve the govern-
ment's vision of a modern farm
sector and better lives for farmers
and fisherfolk. ;
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Lesser reliance
on rice imports

o minimize the adverse effects of the El Nifio
phenomenon on the country’s rice production,
the Department of Agriculture (DA) announced
last week that some 500,000 metric tons (MT)
of rice from Taiwan and India will arrive in the
Philippines this month and in February.
Based on data from the Bureau of Plant In-
dustry, as of Dec. 14 last year, the country import-
ed 3.22 million MT of rice. The bulk of that im-
portation, or 2.8 million MT, came from Vietnam,
‘and the rest was sourced from India and other countries.
The government resorts to rice importation due to the
« inability of local farmers to meet domestic demand that,
according to the DA, is approximately 36,000 MT per day
or 1.08 million MT a month.

Without that supply from foreign sources, the price
of rice here could reach a level that majority of Filipinos,
especially those in the D and E sectors, may not be able
to afford.

Note that whenever the price of rice goes up, that spike
tends to also influence other basic commodities. And the
inflation rate follows suit.

A political or gut issue
Rice is food that Filipinos cannot do without in their

daily life. Its filling effect in the stomach makes up for.

the scarcity of other food items that usually accompany
daily meals.

The national food staple is more than an economic (or
for those who can afford it, a nutritional) issue. It is a polit-
ical or gut issue that, if not timely and properly managed,
could make or unmake the political fortunes of whoever
holds the reins of government.

In times past, photos of people waiting in line for hours
to be able to buy less expensive rice or rushing delivery
trucks before their rice cargo can be unloaded influenced
the results of national elections.

It was therefore prudent for the government to import
rice ahead of the expected shortage of the local produce
due to El Nifio and the strong typhoons that hit the coun-
try last year that destroyed hectares of almost ready-to-
harvest rice seedlings.

LIBRARY
OF AGRICULTURE

It takes eight to 12 months trom the time the order is
made for imported rice to be delivered to the Philippines
by the exporting countries. The relative ease by which rice
had been sourced from Taiwan, Vietnam, and India may
be attributed to the Philippines’ good relations with them.

Next time around, however, it may no longer be that
easy (even price-wise) in light of the expected demand for
that commodity by other countries whose rice production
may suffer serious damage from El Nino.

At the end of the day, the law of supply and demand
will decide which country gets priority in rice importation
and at what cost.

Full rice self-sufficiency

In the short term, the importation of rice to augment
the country’s rice stocks may be considered a deft political
and economic move. It would help mitigate public dissat-
isfaction and bring down the inflation rate at more man-
ageable levels.

But that action should not evolve as a national policy
or be looked at as the go-to solution in meeting the coun-
try’s rice requirements which are expected to increase
with the growth of our population, which, to date, is at 117
million and counting.

Although full rice self-sufficiency is a pipe dream (oras
some economists say, impractical to aspire for in light of
globalization), it is essential that the country be as produc-
tive as humanly possible in this economic activity. There
is a limit to the amount of foreign exchange the country
can spend to pay for rice importations. i

Besides, there is no assurance that the usual sourc-
es of imported rice would continue to set aside parts
of their harvests for export, as India had done several
months ago when it restricted the export of their grains
to some countries.

Modern farming techniques

Given these circumstances, it behooves the govern-
ment to invest more in infrastructure projects and ac-
tivities that can increase rice production which include
the construction of additional irrigation facilities, reduc-
tion of the cost of fertilizer, promotion of modern farm-
ing techniques, and maintenance of strategically located
warehouses and cold chains.

But the task of lessening dependence on rice importa-
tion through increased local production does not rest on the
government alone. It needs the participation of the private
sector by way of, as pointed out by Sen. Imee Marcos, val-
ue-adding, processing, and distribution of rice harvests.

Meantime, let's refrain from asking our young to sing
the song that starts with the words “planting rice is never
fun.” It sends the wrong message to the people who stand

" to be most adversely affected if the country continues to

depend on other countries to meet its rice requirements.
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BFAR s Panatag visit
o give fishers llvellhood

'I'he Buxeau of Fisheries and

. AquatlcResources (BFAR) will
visit Panatag (Scarborough)
- Shoal as part of continuing

: ovemmenteffm‘ts ‘to provide
. ﬁ stance to fisher-
folkm-the ilippine Sea,

' thea ency’s spokésman said.
: is year, we will have

additional floating assets for
the West Philippine Sea and

if I am not mistaken, we are -

scheduled 'to have another
voyage in Scarborough Shoal.
There will be onboard liveli-
~ hood trammg for fishermen,”
Eazano Briguera said during
‘the Bagon inas Ngayon
briefing ye;gsterdp :
_Briguera said at least P80-
million initial funding was
released during the expedition
of BRP anctsr:a ‘Dagohoy to

Pag-asa Island onJune12,2023
wherein various assistance
iven to residents and

were
fisherfolk.

- The visit coincided with

the Philippines’ celebration of
 its 125th Independence Day
anruversary ;

“The LAYAG—W'PS or Live-
lihood Activities to Enhance

" Fisheries Yields and Economic

Gains from the West Philipp:
Sea program was launched last

ear. We had a soft launch last

une 12, where we traveled to
Pag-asa Island to broaden the
livelihood oppo
productivity of fishers in the
West Philippine Sea, where we
have an initial funding of P80
million,” he said.

Briguera added that there
are at least 385,000 fisherfolk
around the West Philippine
Sea.

He said ﬁshery produchon
in the West Philippine Sea has
dropped by seven percent be-
tween 2021 and 2022 despite

bemg one of the richest fishing

unds in the archipelago.

@He noted that I:I»)aesecgi on
Philippine Statistics Authority
data, production was down
to 275,872 metric tons of fish
m 2022, from 295, 332 MT the
previous year.

~— Bella Cariaso, Michael
Punongbayan :

rtunities and
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DA: P30.8 B
to help

farmers cope
with El Nifio

By DELON PORCALLA

‘The government has ear-
marked P30.8 billion in addi-
tional funds to the Department
of Agriculture (DA) to support
palay producers and stabilize
the price of rice amid the El

Nifio phenomenon expected"

this ear.
‘The amount was allotted
to the National Rice Program

(NRP) of the DA under the 2024 cash aid” ‘amounting to more

General Appropriations Act
(GAA), which is up by more
than half a billion pesos from
P30.2 billion in 2023, accord-
ing to Rep. Brian Raymund

Turn to Page 4

. planters this year,”

LIDAanY
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DA From Page1

Yamman. :
“We're °eonﬁdent that not

: only the DA, but other agen-
cies ;cros?; all other concerned

sectors would be fully prepared
for this prolonged dry spell to
ensure that our rice farmers
get aII the support they need
to continue improving their
productivity and incomes amid
this challenge,” Yamsuan said.
‘The NRP fund, according to

~ him, is “on top of the allocations
- for other national programs”

related to rice productlon and
locally funded projects to ben-
efit palay producers, adding rice
roducers are also “assured of

than P15 billion. ;
The P15 billion is sourced

- from the 2023 tariff collections

from rice imports. Under the
law, rice import tariff collections
in excess of P10 billion will go
directly to farmers tilling two
hectares of land and below — in
the form of cash grants.

“As of November 2023, the
Bu;ea_u of Customs has a]reacl

“collected P25.55 billion, whi
. means a surplus of at least P15.5

billion that will go to small rice
Yamsuan
revealed.

Under the NRP, the budget
- for production support services -

rose by over P1 billion, from
P22.87 billion in 2023 to P24.11
billion this year.

These services include com-
munity seed banks, support to

Regional Integrated Agricul-

tural Research Centers, buffer
seed stocking, insurance cover-
age for disaster response and
pest control measures.
Yamsuan also pointed out

_ that irrigation network services
e NRP received a sig-

under
nificant increase of 40
from P721.25 million i in 2023 to
P1 billion in 2024, in anhcxpa~

tion of the dry spell ansmg from

the El Nifo.

ham'lonmehnkages
. local and national concerns.

The drought isexpectéd to
last until the first half of 2024,
according to projections by

- the Department of Science and

Technology.

2025 budget eall
Just as the new year has start-
ed, the Department of Bu‘dget
and Management (DBM) is ask-

ing government agencies to start
. preparing their p

for a
record P6.12-trillion budget for
2025.

This comes after Bud et
Secretary Amenah Panganda-
man issued National Budget
Memorandum 149 containing
the national budget call for fis-
cal year 2025.

Next year’s 1E‘au:med bud et
is 6.1 percent higher than
2024 appropriation of P5. 768
trillion, which was approved in
mid-December of last year.

Pangandaman emphasized
that the proposed national
budget will be anchored on the
government’s commitment to
achieving the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development that
supports the objectives of the

&pme Development Plan
e Amblsyon Natin 2040.

“There is a need to acceler-

ate the progress or reverse the

‘negative trends to achieve the

global goals of establishing a
transformative vision towards
econon'uc, social and environ-
mental sustainability,” she said.

The 2025 budget aims to
continuously address various

socioeconomic issues such as
high food and fuel prices and

- pandemic scars, as well as sup-

port infrastructure investments.
‘Next year’s budget also tar-

- gets to adapt to emerging global
trends on digital transformation

and between

Amid the country’s debt bur-

percent, denand competmgdemandsof

state agencies, Pangandaman

said budget allocation will
be optn:mzed. With Louise

- Maureen Slmeon
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THE PHILIPPINE government

“has allocated about P31 billion

SRR TR Y

- Mr Yamsuaxi noted 'I:hat the i
kg Bure_au of Customs (BoC) had
- already collected P25.55 billion

inrice tariffimports. 5
- Production of palay or un-

“milled rice is. -expected to come
_in at 7.32 million metric tons

'in the 2024 national budget to  (MT) during the fourth quarter,

‘aid farmers in. implementing
projects to' boost rice produc-
‘tion, ahead of expected epi-
:sodes of drought and dry spells’

- from El Nifio, a congressman
i saxﬂon[Wednesday= DTS

‘not only the agriculture de-
‘partment, but other agencies
‘across all other concerned sec-

tors would be fully pi'epared

for this prolonged dry spell to

‘to continue improving their
produntlwty and incomes

‘amid this challengé, Party-

‘List Rep. Brian n'aymnha‘s
Yamsuan said in a statement.
| He added that the budget
would include more than: P15
! billion in cash aid for small

| rice producers frogm tariff col- ,1 Aquino B

tledtmns fromrice imports last
year. |

‘Rice import tariffs collected
that go over P10 billion go di- ~ Rep. Lui
‘rectly to farmers tilling two -

_ hectares of land and below in
; the form of cash grants i

- according to the Philippine Sta- -
~tistics Authority (PSA)...

 The Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) has projected palay
~ production for the entirety of

Il lastyéartq-be‘abzamillionm

. “We are confident that

- Co earlier said lawmakers in-

~ creased the allocation for irriga-

- tion projectsunder the National

. Irrigation Adnilmstrahnn by at -

" leastP40billion.. -

- ‘ensure that our rice farmers
-get all the support they need

~ Part-list Rep. Elizaldy S.

‘5 An addll:lonhlP&E"bﬂhmlhad

| also been granted to boost agri-

- culture subsectors, with at least

- P10 billion to be used for free irri-
gation, seeds, fertilizer and other -

mchlturalpmductsfonfarmers.
~ Meanwhile, the government

allotted about P7.5 billion to
upgrade at least 22 airports

this yea

' (NAIA) and thé?l’age‘ﬁsh Island

New Manilxlnwmaﬁbnalmjre: g

port, acco;

Mr.
would

\‘ a‘¢.~

’ .f;;e nce production

honfor anew eommutm:auqns,z f

navigation, and surveillance-air
traffic management system.
This year’s budget will also
include P15 billion to upgrade
‘and expand an airport in Thitu
Island, which the .Pluhppmes'

. calls Pag-Asa Island. 7w

- The Kalibo Inteﬁ:natmnal
Airport in Boracay will see P581

_ million in upgrades, while the

 Laoag International Einpnrt :

- willhave P500 million.
- The budget has P320mﬂhon
earmarked for infrastructure

upgrades for the Bukidnon Air-
- port and P300 million for the

Puerto Princesa Airport. -

i The New Manila Interna-
' tional Airport is set to receive

P200 million i a:n:new mfmstzucd £

* ture spending, sl
“Thespendmg:smeantmm

i tam the modernization and ex-

pansion of the country’s aviation

hubs in time for the projected
i af\ﬂlmeoverynfglnbalalrtraEcm'

2025,” Mr. Campos said.
“Of course, we are also
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gt msdn&omﬁmhahaitnuon,

~funds for, dmagﬁzﬂsheneuaqmpmt dueto
! flash floods from the shearlimaﬂﬁm&ﬂm—
wrgdncemNort‘hﬁemWndanmb frtev T s
a9 aln: afstatemehﬁ(th‘ﬂDA bﬂid“&at*rehabﬂ.l
tation and the distribution of fishing equip-
~ment will be handled by the regional office
gﬁfﬂie Bureau of Fisheries .fihdsﬁ.qn.atic
 Resources (BFAR) after ﬁhﬁmgnmﬂsufm
- memorandum: tifmgﬂaéméﬁf on rehabilita-
tlmfpno]ects nadlodnQ s 10 be boilie 1588
Funds havé‘:hdena]ldu@.fmuzs&umts
; _motdr;zédcﬁﬁdﬂﬁﬁthﬂwéiﬁsﬁinﬁ
- gear amaunungto P71.16 million, 58 units

of netti ggear, and twop ao ﬁsh aggre—
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-AR bares new govt tag‘:k "
to boost fishery production

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

W @sam_medenilla

EACH a man to fish and you

feed him for a lifetime, but

introduce him to agriculture and
new modern equipment and he can
start earning more and with minimal

work-related risk.

; The Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources (BFAR) said
Tuesday this .is the thrust of the
Marcosadministrationto helpboost

~ the productivity of local fishermen.

“We will provide them with
modern equipment so:even if the
would fish further [from the coast],

we will not worry for their safety
because the boats they will use will
be more durable and bigger,” BFAR
spokesperson Nazario Briguera
said in Filipino during a television
interview on Wednesday.

He said they are also considering
expanding the local aquaculture,
which can provide higher profits to
fishermen compared to fishing in
open waters. : ‘

Last year, BEAR reported it was
able toproduce 22 units of 62-footer
fishing boats, which is larger than
whatisbeingused by most fisherfolk.

Theattachedagencyofthe Depart- .

mentofAgriculture(DA) alsonotedits
aquacultureinitiative with its partner

- fishermen resulted in the production

of 293 million fingerlings last year. |

Localaquaculture, Briguera said,
can produce tilapia and other high
value fisheslikelapu-lapu (groupers)
and pampano. :

These will be on top of the ongo-
ing P11-billion Philippine Fisheries
and Coastal Resiliency Project, which
waslaunchedlastyear tobuild infra-
structureslike cold storage facilities

. and climate resilient technology

in 24 provinces and 11 regions.
“So that is our direction,”
Briguera said. ]
Currently, hesaid fishermen earn
about P10,000 to P15,000 amonth.
Based on BFAR data, there are at
least 2 million registered fisherfolk
nationwide.
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Farmersto get P30B from NG

under D,

{ BY. IOVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ
y@joveemarie

; iAWMAKER on Wednesday
. said rice farmers would re-
: ceive substantial support

totaling at least P30 billion from the
national government (NG) through
the 2024 General Appropriations
Act (GAA).

With this support, Bicol Saro Par—
ty-list Rep. Brian Raymund Yamsuan
is optimistic that the country’s rice
production will furtherimprove this
year despite a prolonged dry spell.

The 2024 GAA allocates
P30,889,904,000 for the National Rice
Program (NRP) under the Department
of Agriculture (DA).

Yamsuan said the NRP budgetisin
addition to funds allocated for other
national programsrelated torice pro-
duction and locally funded projects

.specified in the 2024 GAA.

“We are confident that not only
the agriculture departmentbutother
agencies across all other concerned
sectors will be fully prepared for this
prolonged dryspell to ensure thatour
rice farmers get all the support they

natl rice

need to continue improving their
productivity and incomes amid this
challenge,” said Yamsuan.

Under the NRP, the budget for

production support services rose by

over P1 billion, from P22.87 billion
in 2023 to P24.11 billion in 2024.
These services include estab-
lishing community seed banks,
providing support to regional in-
tegrated agricultural research cen-
ters, buffer seed stocking, provid-
inginsurance coverage for disaster
response, and implementing pest
control measures. .
Yamsuan also pointed out that ir-
rigation network services under the
NRP received a significant increase
of 40 percent, from P721.25 million
in 2023 to P1.01 billion in 2024, in
anticipation of the dry spell arising
from El Nifio, which could last until

the first half of 2024, according to -

projections by the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (DOST).

On top of the increase in the bud-
get for the NRP's‘irrigation network
services, Yamsuan also pointed out
thattheallocation for extension sup-
port, education, and training services

e program

under the NRP grew from P1.26 biI'-

. lion in 2023 to P2.04 billion for this

fiscal year.

These services will aid fatmers in
arming themselves with knowledge
on sustainable agriculture practices

and new planting technologles to.

increase productmn Yamsuan said.
Aside fromthe NRP, other national
programs, and locally funded proj-

ects, rice farmers also geta windfall

_ Philippine Centerfor Postharvestand

" Mechanization for the procurement

' of new equipment. The RCEF also
invests P3 billion in the Philippine
Rice ResearchInstitute for: the prqpa~
. gation of inbred seeds; P1 billion in
state-ownedbanks tofinanceacredit
facility for palay farmers and their
cogperatives; and another P1 billion
invarious agencies to develop mecha-
nisms formodern farmmgtechmques
' ‘and rice crop production.

As mandated under RA; 11598

‘1! lor the Cash Assistance for i’ﬂxg;ino

Fagmers Act enacted in December

2021, Lo collections from rice

importations in excess of P10 billion

would be given directly to rice farm-
_ersas cash aid.

TN TN

of support under the Rice Compet1~
tiveness Enhancement Fund (RCEE),
Yamsuan noted.

As of November 2023, the Bu-
reau of Customs (BOC) had col-
lected P25.55 billion, resulting in
a surplus of at least P15.5 billion
designated for small rice planters
in the current year.

He said smallrice producers could
expect cash aid exceeding P15.5 bil-
lion from the 2023 tariff collections

. onriceimports.

Under the law, rice import tariff
collections in excess of P10 billion
should go directly to farmers tilling
two hectares ofland and belowin the
form of cash grants.

Half of the P10 billion goes to the

Yamsuan lauded the recent suc-

- cessful initial implementation of

this law, which he said would be a

big help for small farmers struggling

to survive amid the rising prices of
basic goods.

In 2022, excess rice tariff col-
lections amounted to P12.7 billion,
approved by President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. for distribution to over 2
million farmers cultivating two hect-
ares of land or less. Each beneficiary
received P5,000.

Executive Order No. 50, issued
on December 22, extends reduced
tariffs on rice and other food items
until the end of 2024 to maintain
price stability amid the impending
El Nifio threat.
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r I VHE Food and Drug Admin-
istration’s (FDA) latest di-
rective on avian influenza

(AI) vaccines does not directly ad-

dress the problems posed by the

disease as it is not “aligned” with
the guidelines crafted by the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) and
industry stakeholders, according
to an expert.

Dr. Jun Romo, the 1rnmedlate
past president of the Philippine

College of Poultry Practitioners

_ Inc. (PCPP), said the FDA did not *

approve the permit of the bird flu
vaccines endorsed by the Bureau
of Animal Industry (BAI) and the
PCPP for wide-scale applications
on targeted priority areas. Romo

- was part of the team that spear-

headed the crafting of the coun-
try’s bird flu vaccine guidelines.

Instead, he said the FDA grant-
ed only the field trials for “some”
suppliers which would take six
‘months to finish before the vac-
cine applicant may secure a Cer-
tificate of Product Registration
(CPR) from the regulatory body.

“CPR applications can only hap-
penoncethefieldtrialsaredoneand
results are submitted. In this case
we are not addressing the danger
the poultry industry is facing with
thewildbird migrationseason. And
notalignedwith the DAapproved Al
Vaccination guidelines,” Romo told
the BUSINESSMIRROR.

Last week, the FDA launched
Task Force Alectryon that would
focus on the evaluation of bird flu
vaccines to beusedin the country.

The creation of the task force

%  DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE
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FDA directive fails to address problems posed by bird flu’

BUSINESSMIRROR FILEPHOTO.

avivll e “ 1 o
came almost two months after the
Department of Agriculture (DA)
allowed the commercial use of bird
flu vaccines in domestic poultry.
(Related story: https://busi-
nessmirror.com.ph/2023/11/08/

' phl-allows-commercial-use-of-
ai-vaccine-for-domestic-poul
industry/)

In a statement, the FDA noted
that vaccination would play a
“crucial role” in addressing the
country’s bird flu outbreaks that
have become more wide-scale in

‘recent years.

The FDA said the task force
would focus on a “streamlined”
evaluation of applications for Al
drugs and vaccines to ensure that
they are “safe, efficacious and of
good quality” to prevent and curb
the spread of the transboundary
animal disease locally.

The agency said it has not re-
ceived a single application for CPR
for bird flu vaccine to date. The
CPR is a critical document being
issued by the FDA to allow the
commercial saleand use ofaprod-

RaE

- uct, including vaccines. Without a

CPR, a vaccine cannot be used at a
commercial scale locally.

“The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration encourages the veterinary
pharmaceutical industry to sub-

mit applications with complete

requirements in support of the
government’s efforts to control
Avian Flu infection,” it said.

‘Complementary tool’

THE wisdom of the vaccine
guidelines approved by the DA
in November last year was to
facilitate a situation akin to the
use of Covid-19 vaccines in the

country wherein the state au-

thorized therollout of vaccines

thathave been proven effective

and safe through field trials
and evaluation by competent
authorities abroad.

“Unlike ASF [African swine fe-
ver] vaccines, Al vaccines [the right
ones which we are recommending
with the BAI Al Technical Working
Committee] areapprovedby WOAH
[World Organization for Animal

11 JAan- o, 2021)

Health] as a complementary tool
to combat HPAI [highly pathogenic
avian influenza),” Romo said.

“FDA would like to repeat what
we have done for a year that in-
cluded experts.”

Romo disclosed that PCPP had
a sit-down meeting with BAI and
FDA representatives to have an
equal understanding regarding
the country’s directions on Al
vaccine use.

“We thought we had a clear
agreement that they will support
the HPAI vaccination guidelines.”

Philippine Chamber for Ag-
riculture and Food Inc. (PCAFI)
President Danilo V. Fausto lauded
the FDA for “finally taking ac-
tion on'Al vaccines” but urged the
agency to increase its manpower
to ensure the efficient evaluation
and approval of CPRs.

“Itis good to know that the FDA
is finally taking action on Al vac-

~ cines. They should increase their

manpower and hope they will do
the same to other products that

have applied for CPR,” Fausto told,

the BUSINESSMIRROR.

The urgency ofallowing the use
of vaccines came about when the
country faced a resurgence of bird
flu outbreaks in recent years. The
disease spread faster and affected
more areas.

The Philippines joined the

“growing number of countries

worldwide that have adopted a
vaccination policy to control the
spread of bird flu that has killed
at least 300 million of poultry
globally. JasperEmmanuelY. Arcalas
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'Congress seen approving bamboo
'development bill this year

( :ONGRESS is expected to
approve the Bamboo In-
dustry Development bill,

or the proposed Kawayan Act,

this year.

Sponsored by Senator Mark
A.Villar, Senate Bill (SB) 2513,
“An Act Institutionalizing the
Bamboo Industry Develop-
ment of the Philippines,” is
now being fmahzed It will be
!subjected t6 interpéllation by
senators possibly by the first
quarter of 2024.

Bicameral discussions will
then ensue to come up with a

unified version of the bills from

the Senate and House of Repre-
~sentatives prior to submission
“to the Office of the President for
ratification.

“We have enough time until
the third regular session to com-

“plete the whole process,” said

Lawyer Ken Sta. Rita, presiding
officer at the Senate Committee
“on Trade, Commerce, and Entre-
_preneurship (SCTCE). Congress’s
third regular session beglns in
July 2024. 1 '
Department of Agriculture

(DA) Undersecretary Deogracias

Victor B. Savellano, who is the
vice chairman of the Philippine
Bamboo Industry Development
Council, said the approval of the
‘bamboo bill will enable realiza-
" tion of the vision of Executive
Order 879. 2
- “We will finally have a true
‘Pinoy’ industry that usesagreen

B P T P P A P ey

material to promote industrial-
ization and dollar generation,”
said Savellano.

Heauthored an earlyversion of
a House bill supporting the pro-
ductive use of the climate-smart
native plant ubiquitously grown
nationwide.

Philippine Bamboo Industry
Development Council (PBIDC)
Executive Director Rene Mada-
rang said the bamboo law as ap-
proved will finally institution-
alize a counterpart PBIDC office
thatharmonizes the myriad bam-
boo programs of government.

“It will all be under one center
so that the private sector knows
where to go to for different kinds
of assistance that will enable us
tonurture ourbambooindustry,”
said Madarang.

SB 2513 introducesincentives
into the industry including mak-
ing it an Investment Priorities
Program productunder the Board
of Investments. |

Bamboo plantations will be
exempted from permits for tree

‘cutting, harvesting and trans-

port. Private plantations will
be allowed to enjoy free rental of
government lands. Plantations
will alsobe accepted as collateral

. for government loans.

Private sector players have
also been pushing for incentives

‘and policies that will encourage

investmentsinto the sector fore-
seen to gross $92 billion globally
by end-2030.
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BY ARLIE O. CALALO

T least 17 provinces in Luzon will experience drought

by the end of January due to the effects of the El Nifo

henomenon, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysi-

cal and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said
on Wednesday.

Drought looms
in 17 provinces

“This may adversely affect the different
climate-sensitive sectors such as the water
resources, agriculture, energy, health, public
safety and other key sectors,” Pagasa Officer
in Charge Nathaniel Servando told The
Manifa Times on Wednesday.

Servando said a strong El Nifio is pres-
ent in the tropical Pacific, showing signs

»ProvincesA8
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Drought looms in 17 provinces

of further intensification in the
coming months as sea surface
temperatures reach more than 1.5
degrees Celsius.. :

The El Nifio increases the like-
lihood of way below to below-
normal rainfall conditions, which
could bring dry spells and drought
to some areas of the country until
the first quarter or up to the second
quarter of 2024.

He said the provinces to be
likely hit by drought were Benguet,
Ifugao, Kalinga, Apayao, Mountain
Province, Ilocos Sur, Lalnion,
Pangasinan, Cagayan, Nueva Ecija,
Nueva Vizcaya, Pampanga, Tarlac,

Batangas, Cavite, Oriental Mind-
oro and Palawan.

Servando added that a dry con-
dition might prevail over the
Spratly Islands, while a dry spell
will be likely over Abra, Iocos
Norte, Isabela, Quirino, Bataan,
Bulacan, Zambales, Aurora, Occi-
dental Mindoro and Metro Manila.

A dry spell is characterized
by three consecutive months of
below-normal rainfall or a 21 to
60 percent drop in average rainfall.

A dry condition, on the other
hand, is characterized by two con-
secutive months of below-normal
rainfall ora 21 to 60 percent reduc-

tion in average rainfall.

Drought refers to five consecu-
tive months of below-normal rain-
fall conditions or three consecutive
months of way below-normal
rainfall conditions (more than 60
percent reduction from average),
Pagasa said.

Rice program gets
more funds

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) said that the National Rice
Program (NRP) will get more
funds this year to cushion the ef-
fects of El Nifo.

The DA said in a statement
that a total of P30,889,904,000
was allocated for the NRP's
implementation in 2024, over
half a billion pesos more than
the P30,296,993,000 it received
in 2023,

Bicol Saro party-list Rep. Brian
Raymund Yamsuan said the budget
for NRP was prioritized to soften
the effect of the El Nifio phe-

nomenon on the country’s food

production.

“We are confident that not only
the Agriculture department but
other agencies across all other
concerned sectors would be fully

prepared for this prolonged dry
spell to ensure that our rice farm-
ers get all the support they need
to continue improving their pro-
ductivity and incomes amid this
challenge,” he said.

Small rice producers are also
assured of cash aid of over P15
billion from the 2023 tariff
collections from rice imports,
Yamsuan said.

Unider the law, rice import tar-

iff collections in excess of P10 bil-
lion should go directly to farmers
tilling land of two hectares and
below in the form of cash grants.
As of November 2023, the Bureau
of Customs has collected P25.55

billion, which means a surplus of

at least P15.5 billion that will go
to small rice planters this year,
he added. )

Under the NRP, the budget
for production support services
rose to P24.22 billion in 2024
from P22.87 billion in 2023. The
statement read that these services
include establishing community

. seed banks, support to Regional

Integrated Agricultural Research

- Centers, buffer seed stocking,

insurance coverage for disaster re-
sponse, and pest control measures.

Yamsuan said that irrigation

network services under the NRP |
received a significant increase of . |
40 percent to P1.01 billion in 2024
from P721.25 million in 2023, in |
anticipation of the dry spell arising =
from El Nifio, which could lastun- -

til the first half of 2024, according
to projections by the Department

~ of Science and Technology.

WITH REINA C. TOLENTINO -
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| BOOSTING |
AQUACULTURE IN
Ml N DANAO The Bureau

of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources office
in Northern Mindanao has inaugurated
a multispecies marine hatchery in
Barangay Koreo in Sultan Naga Dimaporo,
Lanao del Norte, that was established
through the initiative of former Lanao
del Norte representative Abdullah
Dimaporo and Sen. Cynthia Villar, the
Senate Agriculture and Food Committee
chairman. The hatchery aims to produce
25 million milkfish fry annually that can
 benefit the aquaculture sector of the
province and other areas in Northern
Mindanao. PHOTO FROM BFAR
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My wish list for 2024

S 2024 unfolds, let us be more

onscious of the need to make

the local and global food system more

efficient, productive and sustainable,

especially with the three Cs still affect-
ing agriculture.

With the three Cs — lingering
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic,
climate change and geopolitical con-
flicts — we can no longer approach
agriculture with a “business-as-usual”
attitude. If we still insist on that ap-
proach, we will surely see a drastic
decline in food production in the
near future, and more people driven
to poverty, or worse, hunger.

The global population also con-
tinues to increase, according to the
United Nations, which will neces-
sitate an accompanying increase in
food production. In 2022, the global
population hit the 8-billion mark.
The UN said that by 2030, the global
population will reach 8.5 billion and
9.7 billion by 2050.

Meanwhile, the Commission on
Population and Development said
the population of the Philippines may
reach 115 million by the end of 2023,
while the Philippine Statistics Author-
ity projects the country’s population
to reach 140 million by 2040. These
facts should prompt or alert all of us
to increase our food production ef-
ficiently and sustainably.

And we must start now!

So, for 2024, let us start taking con-
crete and concerted action to make
Philippine agriculture a powerhouse
for food production and a major con-
tributor to national economic growth.

And here is my wish list for the
country's agri-fishery industry for

| 2024 also comprised of solutions that

will have an impact beyond this year:
Regenerative farming practices become
mainstream in Philippine agriculture;
more farmers and agribusiness compa-
nies adopt digitalization; Philippine
agricultural exports will recover and
expand; more farm clustering includ-
ing cooperatives development will be
undertaken; rice self-sufficiency level
will increase.

No strong storm will hit the Philip-
pines; we will be more prepared for
the upcoming El Nifio; smuggling will
come to an end; Congress will give
bigger budget for agriculture in 2025;
and the bigger budget for agnculture
be spent wisely.

MOV!NG
FORWARD-.
WILLIAM
D.DAR-

Regenerative
agriculture and
digitalization

I have stated many times in my col-
umns the need for the country to shift
to regenerative agriculture as we no
longer have finite soil and water re-
sources to grow crops. Also, a growing
population will result in more lands

 converted to non-agriculture use and

| increased freshwater consumption

outside of food production.

Regenerative agriculture’s main
objective is to make growing crops
more harmonized with nature and the
ecosystem and to lessen or eliminate
its contribution to greenhouse gas
emissions.

To make regenerative agriculture
more adaptable to the current gen-
eration of farmers, strategies such as
balanced fertilization or the use of
organic and chemical inputs can be
included in the options to make farm-
ing less harmful to the environment.

As for conserving water to grow
food, there are a number of options
like utilizing the latest technologies
like drip irrigation or the alternate
wetting and drying method in culti-
vating rice.

The possibilities can be endless
for regenerative agriculture, and the
overall objective is to make food pro-
duction less harmful to the environ-
ment, sustainable and efficient over
the long term.

As for digitalization, this can be
applied to numerous aspects of ag-
riculture, from improving food pro-
duction to marketing produce, which
ultimately benefits consumers.

When it comes to growing crops,
farmers can use several apps to access

data to help optimize yields. One

good example is Fieldview by Climate
LLC, a unit under Bayer Crop Science,
that utilizes artificial intelligence to
collect at least 250 layers of high-
definition data that farmers can use
to make more informed decisions in
growing crops.

Digitalization can also be applied
in marketing produce, making it
quicker for farmers and fishers to sell
their products directly to wholesalers,
retailers or consumers.

Exports and clustering
Last year, the Philippines successfully
concluded trade deals for the export of
Haas avocado and durian to South Ko-
rea and China, respectively. And I wish
to see more of such deals this year. -

I also wish that the country would
be able to ship abroad more of its
traditional farm exports like mangoes.
bananas, pineapple, tuna, cocoa and
coconut in both raw or semi-processed
or processed form.

Besides the government and the
private sector promoting Phlllppme
agricultural exports, there is also 3
need to improve the production of
both raw, semi-processed and pro-
cessed food products through massive
investment by both the government
and private sector.

As for farmers, they must be clus-
tered and organized into cooperatives
so they can attain economies of scal:
and partner with major agribusiness
companies and eventually market
their products in the mternatloné
markets.

The Cooperative Developmem‘}
Authority must also be given more
funding, personnel, logistics and
training to accelerate the organization
of millions of farmers and fishers intg
cooperatives and to capacitate coop-
eratives to become viable business
enterprises. P

Higher rice
self-sufficiency -

I have high hopes that the Masagana
Rice Industry Development Program
will be able to attain a 95- to 97-per=
cent rice self-sufficiency level for the
Philippines by 2028, or the end of thé
term of President Ferdinand Marcos Jt:

And with the Department of Agn'~
culture (DA) allocating P30 bl]llon
this year for the rice industry, or
double the P15 billion during my
watch at the DA, [ am optimistic tha\]t
the country will attain a higher rice
self-sufficiency level this year ora little
above 90 percent. 4

Page

Weather conditions

Fl

In 2023, I prayed that no strong
storm, or those with the magnitude-
of Typhoon “Odette,” that caused P13
billion in damages to agriculture i
December 2021, would hit the Philip*-
pines. And my prayers were answered,
and I greatly thank God for that. [ also’
pray that for this year, no powerful’
storm will hit the country this year
and cause huge damage to agncullure

Also, I wish that the upcoming El
Nifio will be weaker than expected,.
Science Secretary Renato Solidum Jr:
has said that at least 65 provinces, or_,
77 percent of the country’'s provinces;,
are forecast to experience drought by;
the end of May 2024 due to a “strong”
El Nifio.

[ also wish that the DA and othe,r.
government agencies are well-pre-,
pared to deal with the El Nifo, and«
that includes giving cash assistance to!
those who will be directly hit by the:
extreme weather disturbance. '

The last three items on my wish list
are very doable, and these are smug-'
gling will come to an end, Congress’
will give a bigger budget for agriculturé_"
in 2025, and the DA and the National’
Irrigation Administration (NIA) w1H
spend their budgets wisely.

On smuggling, Congress has given
more teeth to Republic Act 10845, oF
the “Anti-Agricultural Smuggling Act,”
. byincreasing the penalty for smugle:g

. of agricultural products to life impris-

M

;. onment. [ hope that the measure will
.. be signed into law early this year, and

law enforcement agencies along with
the DA and the Bureau of Customs'
will undertake a more concerted crack=
down on smuggling this year.

On the budget for agnculture,
Congress has given the DA and NIA
higher budgets in 2023 and for this
year, or P184.1 billion budget and
P197.84 billion, respectively. This is
much higher than the P102.5 billion
allocated for 2022.

And my last wish is simple — that
the much bigger budget for agriculture
this year be spent wisely by the DA and‘
its attached agencies.

Again, Happy New Year to all! Let' S
start making the country’s agriculture
sector a powerhouse that can ensure
our food security and contribute more
to national economic development. |
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Esslstalwe ﬁum t]:e national ~hg_ii}' ‘from  last year’ s;) esnl:sebywerl’l%pﬂ?xﬂmfrom
guvqmmnl; ; 0.. . ... P2287billionin2023toP24.11
Bicol Saro Pﬁﬂy-lisrkzm_ >r billion in 2024. These services
sentative BrianRa a ;Hmdudé establishing commu-
1 sai ; grar ,‘ mtyseeﬂhanks SlfporttoRe-_
nation go\;mmesmd ef : npdu ,,5tochng,msu.tancecov e
the 2024 General App;'dpﬁa- : ' disasterresponse, angﬁngt
tions Act (GAA).  © ﬂiﬂ'ﬁbpmd\msarealso control measures.
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PH fruit products exporter targets EU

ELSOUTH Cotabato-based fruit
“products exporter Kablon Farms
Lis aiming to expand its reach to
‘the European Union with the ex-
/tension of the Generalized System
.of Preferences Plus (GSP+), the
'Department of Trade and Industry
'(DTI) said on Wednesday.

f “We would like to expand our
iproduct offering to the European
i'Union ... The biggest challenge
.for us was relearning how to
EEexport other products to another
icountry,” Kablon Farms co-owner
:fLeonor Pantua said in the DTI
/statement.

' The company currently exports
"fru1t based products to Canada,

B Smgapore, and several other coun-
Itnes, the Trade department said.

. Based in Tupi, South Cotabato,
“Kablon Farms currently produces
“jams, jellies, tropical fruit purées,
é:chocolate bars, juices, virgin coco-

in South Cotabato and a distribu-
tion outlet in Davao that employs
a total of 105 full-time workers.

Approximately 90 percent of
Kablon Farms’ revenues come
from domestic sales in super-
markets, retail shops, other food
manufacturers or end-users and
online sales, while 10 percent
comes from exports.

Given strong demand overseas
for Philippine fruits and flavors,
Pantua said the firm was target-
ing increased exports of cacao
and cacao-based products.

The extension of the GS5P+
“opens opportunities for us to
market a wider range of prod-
ucts,” she added.

“The EU market seems particu-
larly attracted to the distinctive
flavor of single-origin Philippine
cacao.”

At the same time, she urged

§fnut"oii and cacab’bhtfer'ﬁmonb’ Diphitippiné’businesses to continue

‘otheers. It has thrée réedil cénteFs

""to dvail of the' GSP’prwlleges and

expand exports and market access
to the EU.

Last year, the European Com-
mission had proposed the rollover
of the current GSP+ program for
another four years, lifting con-
cerns that the Philippines could
lose its trade privileges due to
its failure to address a number of
concerns.

The EU grants trade preferences
to developing countries under the
GSP facility to help grow trade,
reduce poverty and support sus-
tainable development via three
schemes: Standard GSP, GSP+ and
Everything But Arms or duty-free
access for all goods except arms
and ammunition.

The Philippines is covered by
the GSP+ program, which involves
having to comply with 27 interna-
tional conventions relating to hu-
man rights and good governance,
among ‘others.

JENICA FAYE GARCIA
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La Union fishers urged to register boats

MALASIQUI, Pangasinan: The City
Agriculture Office of San Fernando City, La
Union, is urging local fisherfolk to register
or renew their boat licenses to avail of
the gasoline subsidy, insurance and other
future support services to the sector. -
City agriculturist Mary Jane Alcedo said
the annual registration of motorized and

nonmotorized boats complies with the

Coastal Management and Fishery Code of
the local government unit.

“We are registering motorized and
nonmotorized boats to know those op-
erating in San Fernando City," she said
partly in Filipino in a phone interview
on Tuesday.

She added that registered fisherfolk
are the priority in intervention pro-
grams by the city and other entities.

Alcedo said the latest intervention
is the free gasoline assistance to the
motorized boat owners, institutionalized

through City Ordinance 11, Series of 2021.

“The city is giving [a] free gasoline
subsidy to the registered fisherfolk
amounting to P6,000 to minimize the
gasoline cost,” she said.

Alcedo added that nonmotorized
boat owners will benefit from fishing
gear, while motorized and nonmotor-
ized boat owners are entitled to insur-
ance annually through the Philippine
Crop Insurance Corp.

“Fisherfolk are somehow left behind
when it comes to support services,”
she said.

Almost 500 motorized and 170
nonmotorized boats registered in the
city in 2022. :

Registration fees of P390 and P240
are required for motorized and nonmo-

“torized hoat owners, respectively.

Registration or renewal of boat

licenses is from January 2-31. PNA |
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gri sector in Southeast
sia faces challenges

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

E agriculture sector in Southeast Asia (SEA)
has a pivotal role in the socioeconomic
transformation of the region but faces

perils and challenges, various studies published
in the December 2023 issue of the Asian Journal
of Agriculture and Development (AJAD) showed.

AJAD is an international-ref-
ereed journal published by the
Southeast Asian Regional Center
for Graduate Study and Research
in Agriculture (Searca) based in
Los Banos, Laguna.

Searca Director Glenn Grego-
rio said the authors’ collective
optimism “provides a glimpse
of hope for the continuing role
of the region as a major global
producer and exporter.”

In his paper “Back in the Soup:
Now What?,” renowned food
security expert and Harvard Uni-
versity emeritus C. Peter Timmer
presents the outlook for the world
rice market as of early September
2023. Timmer built on his AJAD
article published a year earlier on
managing an impending world
food crisis, post-pandemic pre-
sentinga “series of steps designed
to build confidence in the avail-
ability of supplies.”

This time, Timmer's new paper
analyzes the current concern
about an impending rice crisis
resulting from the attacks on the
infrastructure of Ukrainian’s food
export ecosystem and the advent
of a vigorous El Nifio in Asian
rice bowls.

Noting that an impending
spike in rice prices will cause
widespread hunger commonly
caused by immense hoarding,
Timmer suggests that govern-
ments should stabilize expecta-
tions to prevent a rice crisis with a
reasonable interface with market
plavers.

With an in-depth historical
perspective, Timmer also analyzes
past rice crises and how various
states managed these, emphasiz-
ing that “the concern should be
over the impact of higher rice
prices on food security of the
poor, not aggregate inflation.”

Jose Ma Luis Montesclaros and
Paul Teng of Nanyang Technolog-
ical University Singapore, in their
paper “Digital Technology Adop-
tion and Potential in Southeast
Asian Agriculture,” gave a positive
answer to a query about whether
digital technologies can play a
more prominent role in address-
ing the ongoing challenges faced
by SEA's agriculture in serving
as a key sector for food security,
income, trade and employment
in the region.

Montesclaros and Teng pro-
posed a common framework fo
understand the nascent digital
technology in agriculture, draw-
ing insights on the state of adop-
tion in the region, key challenges
and policy opportunities for
scaling up.

The authors found that the
challenges commonly experi-
enced across the region requiring
path-breaking solutions arise
from “climate change, degrading
and dedlining land and freshwa-
ter resources, pests and diseases,

. declining crop productivity, high

cost of inputs, declining rural
labor force and aging farmers.”

Role of youth
in farming

In “Feeding the Future: Knowl-
edge and Perceptions of the
Filipino Youth Toward Agricul-
ture,” Kringle Marie Mercado and
Henny Osbahr determine the Fili-
pino youth's intention to enroll
in agricultural degree programs.

Mercado and Osbahr said
the youth has a critical role
in sustaining, developing and
building a sustainable, resilient
and inclusive agriculture indus-
try. Their case study of General
Santos City in the Philippines
revealed that “while the youth
report high exposure to agricul-
tural information, these have not
been translated into inherent
know-how.”

“IThe youths have| limited
knowledge or familiarity with
agricultural professions,” the au-
thors said expressing reservations
in considering “if employment
opportunities in the sector are
profitable, if the society will hold
them in high regard once they en-
gage in the sector, and if they have
the suitable skills and know-how
to engage in the sector.”

Mercado and Osbahr also not-
ed that “intervention programs,
starting early in the curriculums
of the youth, along with social
programs that hlghllght capacity
building, are necessary to pique
their interest toward the industry
and entice them to engage in its
professions.”

Meanwhile, the paper “Transi-
tion from Agriculture to Non-
Agriculture Occupations in West

Page | of

Bengal, India: Causes and Way
Forward" by Apurba Kumar Chat-
topadhyay and Raj Kumar Kundu
shows that agriculture in West
Bengal in India is “nonviable as a
primary source of occupation for
most agricultural households.”

The authors said this leads
people in the region to find jobs
in the nonfarm sector, that is,
outside of agriculture. However,
the limited opportunities in ru-
ral areas leave them clinging to
agriculture and that farm size
makes “agriculture viable and
sustainable.”

They noted that the “average
operational landholdings need to
increase through reverse tenancy
and/or cooperative farming, and
through creating gainful employ-
ment opportunities in the rural
nonfarm sector.”

“This will help farm-house-
holds to transition from agricul-
tural to nonagricultural occupa-
tions,” the authors said.

Labor-intensive
agriculture and
crop conversion

Fayaz Ahmad Lone and co-au-
thors’ study titled “Economicand
Profitability Analysis of Walnut
Production in Kashmir Valley,
India” shows that “walnut culti-
vation is highly labor-intensive
as it incurs 80 percent of total
production costs.”

For Kashmir Valley, the cost-
benefit ratio of 1:5.35 per hect-
are indicates better economic
prospects.
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o said, cautioning that if all ele-
The study’s statistical analyses ments of the agricultural enter-

indicate ample scope for expand; prise do not begin to recognize
ing walnut cultivation in thearea. ~ and address agriculture’s ethical
To boost walnut production in = dilemmas, three unwelcome
the region, the study called for = outcomes may follow.
policy intervention to improve Firstly, agriculture practitioners

access to extension services, credit
and farmer training programs.
The paper by Jordan Calura

- and his co-authors titled “A Soil -

Analysis Approach to Assessing
Potential Loss of Productive
Lands Under Agricultural Land
Conversion” assessed the “degree
of productivity of the agricultural
lands in Pura, Tarlac, in the Phil-
ippines, which are predisposed
to agricultural land conversion.”

Their soil surveys and compos-
ite soil sampling show that “the
soil is only marginally suitable for
producing rice and other crops
but can be highly suitable for crop
production with appropriate soil
management.”

They noted that Pura’s entire
tract of land has an index rating
that corresponds to soil suitable
for planting several crops with
expected good results.

The authors also said that the

results of the land suitability
evaluation and soil productivity
assessment further show that the
land in Pura is productive and
can benefit both agricultural
production and agricultural land
conversion. _
Lastly, the commentary by
Colorado State University pro-
fessor emeritus Robert Zimdahl
titled “Institutionalizing Agri-
cultural Ethics,” stated that the
agricultural science curriculum
lacks consideration and study of
the effects of agriculture’s ethical
dilemmas on society.
“Agriculture, the essential hu-
man activity and the most wide-
spread human interaction with
the environment, needs a defined
moral foundation,” Zimdahl

may find their justifications for
their technology and produc-
tion practices ignored; secondly,
public unease and dissatisfaction
with the known or perceived
effects of agricultural technol-
ogy and its adverse implications
will result in increasing societal
unrest and pressure for political
action; and thirdly, the increasing
concentration of food produc-
tion in the hands of agribusiness
companies will continue.

Zimdahl also warned that |
small farms, farmers and rural |

communities will gradually dis-
appear.

 With theditorial board head:
L edbyC:eh?’ﬁablto, Searca said

AJAD publishes articles resulting
from empirical, policy-oriented

or institutional development |

studies, as well as articles of
perspectives on agriculture and
development, political economy
of rural development and trade
issues.

Habito is a professor of eco-
nomics at the Ateneo de Manila
University and director of the
Ateneo Center for Economic Re-
search and Development.

A former Cabinet member of
the Philippine government, he
served as socioeconomic plan-
ning secretary and director gen-
eral of the National Economic
and Development Authority of
the Philippines.

Searca said submissions are
welcome all year round through
https://ajad.searca.org, adding
that all the new and past papers
published in AJAD are available

" from the same site for free, while

print copies are also available
through subscription.
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~ EXTENSION OF REDUCED TARIFF ON AGRI
I’IIIIIIIII}'I'S 10 IIElI’ MANAGE INFLATION -- NEDA

B

commodities
quegpﬂmoffmdﬁhh,&nNa&&
: Ihorlty (NEDA)said.

Executive Order (EO) 50, issued
bmedentFerdmde.Mamos]r

on Dec. 22, 2023, extended the re-

duoedWNtaﬁffmmzporkm
and rice until Dec. 31

Underﬂ\engwEO ﬁwetanffrawsfor

andb:oadmsouroesfor ﬁce. _ :
Adal&g;llmeatmlporhﬂm

hcs, and chmate change adapta—

tion.

~ “Short-term andiong—terminter-

-vent;ons need to work together to

the purchasing er of
pino households and t the
uctivity and income of local
ducers: 'so will ensure
leand sustaimble develop-

8 meni for the country Balisacan
"said it ’ “H3PNA -
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Soy futures fall

CHICAGO- US soybean futures
slid to their lowest level since
June on the first trading day of
the year, after rains hit dry areas
of Brazil and forecasts called for
more showers.

A rising dollar also weighed on
agtricultural markets as it makes
US farm products less attractive to
importers. Corn set a contract low
in front-month futures, and wheat
futures also declined.

Favorable Brazilian rains
dragged down soybean futures
because the country is the world’s
top supplier of the oilseed. '

“We did get improvement in
weather,” said Don Roose, presi-.

dent of brokerage US Commodi-.

ties in Towa.

_ “These dry areas shrunk. The

forecast looks like we have more
normalized weather for the next
10 days or so.” ;

- Hot, dry weather has previously
hurt crops in northern growing

areas and spurred analysts to lower

their harvest forecasts. Agribusi-
ness consultancy StoneX on Tues-
day cut its estimate for Brazil’s soy
crop to 152.8 million metric ton
from 161.9 million tons.

~ “Rains in northern areas are
helping to slowly improve mois-
ture and crop conditions,” fore-
caster Maxar said. - Reuters
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Cocoa’s biggest gam since 2008 is bad news for chocolate consumers

is bad news for chocolate consumers
around the world.

The surge in prices is likely to hit
shoppers even harder this year as chocolate
" makers run out of supplies purchased at
“ lower levels and begin to account for the
“brunt of the rally. White sugar futures
: capped a fifth annual gain, adding to the

" inflation in the sweets aisle.

COCOA‘S biggestannual gainin15years

! Relentlessrainearlierin 2023 hampered -

 cocoa crops in West Africa and promoted

rthe spread of a pod-withering disease.

. To- make matters worse, an annual windy
| stretch known as the harmattan has now
' started, adding to the production threats
"in the world’s top growing region.

The supply worries sent the most-active
- contractin London up 70 percent to £3,506
* atonin2023—thebiggest yearly gainsince
£ 2008. The most-active contract traded as
" high as £3,588 on December 18.

Cocoa's supply concentration leaves
little leeway for alternate growers to fill
the gap. Some 60 percent of output comes

- from just two countries—Ivory Coast and
~Ghana, Others, like Brazil and Ecuador, are

seeking to expand, although it can take
several years for new trees to bear pods.

- Therallyis alsonotable forbucking the

downturn across other staple crops. The
Bloomberg Agriculture Spot Index is down
14 percent in 2023, the most in a decade.

While the seasonal dusty winds setting

in could help fieldwork progress, the

weather pattern known as El Nifio risks

" exacerbating the dry spell.

In the near-term, lower demand could
help cool prices. Still, Rabobank has forecast
London futures to stay above £3,000 a ton
until the second:half of 2024, a historically
high level. Buyers in the European Union
are also gearing up for new deforestation
regulations that are set to add to costs
throughout the supply chain.

Cocoa futures in New York are up more
than 60 percent in 2023, heading for the
biggest gain since 2001.

Analysts said the world’s largest

chocolate makers are yet to see the full
impact of a rally that sent cocoa futures to
a 46-year high last month. .
Companies including Hershey Co. and
Nestle SA usually buy cocoa well inadvance.

Assupplies run out and prices remain high,
chocolate makers are being forced to pay
up—a cost they will eventually pass on
to consumers.

“It’s the most extraordinary situation |'ve
seeninmy career,"said Jonathan Parkman, the
head ofagricultural sales at Marex Group, who
has followed the cocoa market for more than
three decades. “I don't think we've seen the
worst of the situation for consumers.”

Chocolate prices have already surged 17
percent in the US over the past two years
as commodity costs from cocoa to sugar
jumped, according to consumer researcher
Euromonitor International. And there’s no
relief in sight, with cocoa production in
West Africa—accounting for almost 70
percent of supplies—turning out much
worse than expected.

Global supplies are set to fall short
of demand for a third year in the season
thatstarted in October. Bean deliveries to
portsin top grower Ivory Coastare running
significantly behind. And that's before
dryness from an El Nifio weather pattern
starts to have an impact on the harvest,
drying out the pods that contain the beans

ground for chocolate.

“The pod count coming out of Ivory
Coast and Africa has been materially
different than what people expected,”Luca

- Zaramella, chief financial officer at Oreo

cookies maker Mondelez International Inc.,
said during an earnings call last month.
“There is pressure on cocoa.”

Butter surge
T0 make matters worse, the run-up in
costs of cocoa products—products of bean
processing—has been staggering. The
price of butter, which accounts for about 20
percentof the weight of an average chocolate
bar, has already hit a record, according to
KnowledgeCharts, aunitof Commodities Risk
Analysis. In top consumer Europe, prices are
close to 9,600 eurosa metricton in December,
almost 2.5 times the cost of cocoa futures.
Producing treatsincluding Hershey Kisses
and Crunch bars takes months of planning. The
butterthatmade up mostofthe chocolate sold
at Halloween and Christmas was produced
when prices were lower. The pressure is now
on for Valentine’s Day, with both Nestle and
Mondelez having already warned they will
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HERSHEY Kisses chocolate candies move

abngammeywatﬂnmmpmﬁsfamry
in Hershey, Pennsylvania, United States, on
March 21, 2023. BLOOMBERGNEWS

need to increase prices again.

“Product prices—liquorand butter—are
off the charts, so it's only now feeding to
consumers,” Parkman said.

Chocolate makers usethe futuresmarketto
 hedgerisk, buying cocoa eight tonine months

out. Prices are now so high that protection

has gone down to six months, according to
Marex. In the earnings call, Zaramella said
Mondelez was covered for “a good portion”
of the first half of 2024.

Lindt&Spriingli Group raised pricesby 9.3
percent onaveragein thefirst halfofthe year.
Prices charged by Hershey’s North American
confectionery unit rose by 11 percent in the
third quarter from a year earlier.

Price gains
THE cost increase for cocoa has been “so

significant that it outstrips the slight easing
seen in some other raw materials,” Lindt said
in its half-year presentation.

Chocolate makers are also seeing costs
including labor, processing, transporting
and marketing increase, according to Carl
Quash 11, head of snacks and nutrition at

_Euromonitor. As a result, “we could see

chocolate prices continue to grow for years
to come,” he said.

* Cocoa prices are likely to stay high
until the new crop arrives in October 2024,
potentially cooling the marketbyalmost 20
percent to $3,500 a ton, said Megan Fisher,
a researcher at Capital Economics. Some
traders say relief may only come in 2025,
when West African farmers will have had
enough time to react ta price increases.

Bloomberg News
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