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| Unscrupulous
traders:

Amid complaints of highland
farmers about a flood of smug-
gled agricultural commodities
dunng the hohdays, ;

e
I

has formed a committee that wﬂl
blacklist unscrupulous traders
~ who violate Republic Act 9184,
the Government Procurement
'Reform Act of 2002.
~ Covered by Laurel’s order
“are “manufacturers, suppliers,
distributors, contractors and
consultants” in the agriculture
sector. The committee will assess
complaints initiated by the bids
and awards committee of the
Department of Agriculture.
The committee is bemg or-

S%BIN

“f.as #a’?l fi Bla
allegedly involved in hoardmg
and mampulatwn of 5gncultural
products..
Whether the connmttee can
effectively carry out its mandate
remains to be seen. Proving hoard-
- ing and manipulation of supply
and prices of agricultural com-
modities has always been a chal-
lenge in this country. In 2022 amid
- sky-high prices of refined white
sugar, several warehouses found
to be storing the product were
- padlocked. The owners, however,

several warehouses were raided.
How many of the owners were

- actually indicted for price and sup-
- ply mampulatmn or cartel-type

operations? The government has

" been talkmg about a rice cartel

for many years now and, last year,
an onion cartel. How many have
actually been prosecuted for such

.unscrupulous trading?
Still, any effort to crack down
on unscrupulous agriculture

traders is a positive develop-
ment. It should be properly
coordinated with state prosecu-
tors so that charges against ac-

cused offenders will stick. And it

- should be complemented by an

mtens1ﬁed effort to crack down

fauq é’:(r? SIt ﬁ:; i ‘éﬁ Ch OLI ?K'ff\M
; 's in the Col-‘dm s'who
f were forced to dump or vn'tually %
give away for free their cgogs

including tomatoes, carrots and

~ cabbage because of a supply glut

that they attributed to a flood of

_imports. The dirt-cheap prices at

pointed out that it was normal

business practice to release their
stocks in batches over a certain
period instead of releasing their
inventory all at the same time.
They noted that as in other com-
modities, there is also speculative
trading in agricultural products.
Businessmen project supply and
price trends and make their pur-
chases and sales accordmgly

Last year as rice prices surged,

the farm gate, however, did not
translate into dirt-cheap retail
prices in Metro Manila and other
places far from the Cordilleras.
Benguet farmers are bewailing
that their carrots, cabbage, broccoli
and cauliflower are rotting due to
a lack of buyers. Sugarcane pro-
ducers have also pointed out that

‘sugar retail prices remain high

despite multiple unportatmns
and a significant drop in mill gate
prices. If this situation continues,
agriculture will no longer be vi-
able and the sector will be even
less productive than it already is.
The unscrupulous traders behind
this situation are a threat to na-
tional food security and must be
identified and prosecuted.
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DA to unveil agri modernization strategy

' By CATHERINE TALAVERA

The government is set to unveil this
week its strate%{ to modernize agricul-
ture and boost the farm sector’s produc-

tion capacity, according to the Depart-

ment of Agriculture (DA).

Agriculture y Francisco Tiu
‘Laurel Jr. said the game plan aims to in-
crease the contribution of the agriculture
sector to the domestic economy, particu-
larly bﬁ improving the lives of farmers
and fisherfolk and creating more jobs.

Speaking at the agency’s weekly flag
ceremony, Laurel rallied the DA employ-
ees to focus on the challenge of producing
more food for Filipinos even as the coun-
try faces a prolonged dry spell in the first
part of the year.

“2024 is a new year and it will be a very
challenging year. As I told you last time,
all eyes are trained on us, more on me
probably because I'm the new agriculture

" Laurel said. . .‘
“The entire country expects that wi

could feed them and that we will try to-

bring commodity prices down,” he said.
Laurel also emphasized the need for
more timely farm and market statistics,
ad:cgtion of new technologies, and farm
mechanization. .
“Very soon, we will have that program
_— possibly in the next 10 day_s,--”gme said.
Laurel reminded the DA employees
to work with urgency given the chal-
lenges faced by the sector, including this
year’s El Nino episode, and the time left
in President Marcos’ single six-year term.
“Basically, a lot of things need to be
done. We need to do this with a sense of
cy because there are only four years
left in the administration of President
Marcos. And we also have to change the

perception of Filipinos, that we can pro-
duce more food for our country,” he said.

- By producing more locally, the DA
said the Philippines could dramaticall
narrow its agricultural trade deficit whi
registeredd at around P660 billion, or four
times the budget of the DA in 2024.

It stressed that money paid for by

consumers for imported agricultural
commodities could go instead to the

- pockets of farmers and fisherfolk, and

fuel investment in the agriculture sector

- that employs four in every 10 Filipinos.
Moreover, Laurel called on DA em-

ployees to stay focused on the goal of
modernizing the country’s agriculture

sector to achieve food security and lessen
agricultural imports.

“We can do this. But I need your help,
I need your full cooperation for the DA
to achieve its goals,” he said.

Since taking the helm of the agriculture
portfolio in November, Laurel has visited
various DA offices around the country.

He broke ground and inaugurated
new irrigation and other facilities, and

consulted local officials, farmers, fisher- -

folk and other agriculture stakeholders to
determine a better course of action and
gather support to achieve President Mar-
cos’ vision of a modern farm sector and
better lives for farmers and fishermen.
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IMPORTED RICE — i,aburers unload sacks of imported rice in a retailer's store in Davao City on Friday, Jan. 5, 2024. The Department of
Agriculture said that about 500,000 metric tons of rice are expected to arrive in the country until February as the government boosts the
staple in preparation for the adverse effects of the El Nifiophenomenon. (Keith Bacongco)
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~ Public to feel slight hike in rice
" prices amid lean season - DA

By ROMINA CABRERA

The public may feel a slight in-
crease in rice E ices amid the lean
season, according to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA), but the
agency
not hit P60 per kilo. - -

DA spokesman Arnel de Mesa
said the prevailingfwrices in the mar-

' ket for regular-milled rice is around
P52 per kilo, almost the same as
those for well-milled rice.

De Mesa added that the gov-
ernment is taking action to reel in

the price of the staple commodity,

assured that prices would -

including allowing more imports
like those from India. AN S

“For now, we're still far from the _
. P52 going to P60 per kilo. We're still

not seeing prices hitting P60. It's
just a short season, anyway. What's
important is that imported rice will
arrive, especially com%leting those
from India,” he said in Filipino over
radio dzBB.
The DA official noted that rice
prices historically rise around mid-
January to mid-February after the
‘end of the wet season, as well as
mid-August to mid-September.
“During these periods, we feel

that rice prices increase little by lit-
tle,” he said. . f ATy

De Mesa said the DA is studying
the possible imposition of a sug-
gested retail price (SRP) for rice that
is based on the Price Act, but this is
still in the early stages. 4

He added there are still long
consultations ahead with various
stakeholders, including consumers,
farmers, traders and millers.

“This is to compare, to see what
the price range will be... It's hard to
say a specific price; it de ends on
the consultation,” the DA spokes-
man said. ' ;
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HSBC lowers inflation
forecast this year to 3.5%

By LAWRENCE AGCAOILI

British banking giant HSBC
has adjusted its forecast for

headline inflation in the Phil- °

_ippines for the year, lowering
it to 3.5 percent from the ear-

lier projection of 4.1 percent. -
economist for ASEAN
Aris Dacanay said two policies
that occurred in late December
had substantially altered the
inflation outlook for 2024.

ster supply.

“As a result, we lower our
full-year headline CPI (con-
sumer price index) forecast
for 2024 to 3.5 percent, which
means we now expect infla-
tion to average within the cen-
tral bank’s two to four percent
tar&:et band, giving monetary
authorities room to maneuver
PO%” Dacanay said.

ation accelerated to six

percent last year after quick-
ening to 5.8 percent in 2022
from 3.9 percent in 2021 due
to soaring oil and food prices.
The CPI has breached the two
to four percent target range of
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi-

. risks to the

nas (BSP) for two consecutive
years. .

Without the extension of
the EO, Dacanay said infla-
tion would have jumped

by 1.4 percentage points as

early as the first quarter of

this year. ot
“But keep in mind that we
are not shaving 1.4 percentage
mt off in our new forecast.
is is because a resurgence
in global rice prices was seen
in the last week of December,”
he added. ;
Due to lingering EI Nifio
obal supply of
rice, Dacanay pointed out that
rt prices have increased to

“Not only is this the highest

since 2008, but we have yet
to see global rice prices peak.
And with rice being a heavy
com t of the Philippines’
CPI basket, elevated export
prices will likely put a floor
under how much inflation can
moderate,” he warned.
According to Dacanay, the
good news is the administra-

- tion was quick on its feet in

making sure there is ample
rice supply in the economy to
prevent prices from shooting
up even er.

For one, the Department
of Agriculture has allowed
the importation of one mil-

lion metric tons of rice, half of
which is expected to arrive be-
fore the harvest season starts
in March i

Despite inflation being

relatively more benign, but
with policy rate differentials
still playing a crucial role,
Dacanay said that HSBC
anticipates the BSP’s Mon-
etary Board to implement
rate cuts in line with the US
Federal Reserve, starting in
the second quarter of this
year instead of the initially
projected third quarter.

“We then expect the BSP to
clock a similar pace as the Fed
by cutting its policy rate l;;(v1
25 basis points (bps) in ea
quarter until the genchmark
rate reaches five percent in 3Q
2025,” he said.

The BSP raised key policy
rates by 450 bps since May

2022, to tame inflation that -

has breached the target for 20
straight months or since hit-
ting 4.9 percent in April 2022,
as well as to stabilize the peso
that slumped to a record low
of 59 to $1 in October 2022.
“All in all, the BSP now
has more room to maneu-
ver its monetary stance with
downside risks to inflation

materializing. Instead, the

main concern moving forward
will likely focus on the gap

between the Fed and the BSP
rates. We expect the Fed to
begin its easing cycle by June
2024 and there will likely be
some volatility in the peso if
the BSP cuts ahead of the Fed,
considering the Philippine
-economy’s still wide current
account deficit,” he said.
Dacanay also sees the BSP
further lowering the reserve

recg.urem' ent ratio or the level
of deposits banks are required
to keep with the central bank
in the second quarter of this
year.

“We argued beforehand
that a cut in the RRR does
not constitute a change in the
BSP’s monetary stance since
the excess liquidity it will
generate will only be mopped
up by the BSP’s wide array of
monetary instruments. None-
theless, cutting the RRR may

ive the market.a wrong signal

at the BSP has turned dov-
ish, a risk the BSP Governor
was mindful of when he stated
that the RRR cut will happen
when thé time is right,” %ea-
canay said. '

For 2025, HSBC raised its
inflation forecast to 3.8 per-
cent from 3.6 percent, citing
potential upside risks such as
the impact of the El Nifio d:ﬁ
spell and persistently hig
rice prices.
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) is looking at the possibili-
ty of issuing a suggested retail
price (SRP) for rice in an effort
to temper price fluctuations
across the country.

But with global rice prices
surging to 15-year highs in late
December last year to around
$620 a metric ton from $400 in
January, mainly due to poor har-
vests and export controls, the
DA concedes that local selling
prices will not be going down
significantly anytime soon.

As of Friday, local regular
milled rice is selling for at least
Pso akilogram, 47 percent more

j’;ia}rf, U‘Gi’ T ‘rﬂ ﬁr(f"

TAEVESSHP l]N HI[:E AS HETAII. PHIGES STII.I. IWEH PEIII KILO

* than the low of P34 seen in the

same period last year, based on
the DA’s price monitoring of
Metro Manila markets.

Well-milled rice, on the oth-
er hand, retailed from P40 to
P55 per kilo against last year's
P38 to P44 per kilo.

Imported regular milled rice
is not available but imported well-
milled rice is sold from P51 to P58
per kilo, a big jump from P4o to
P44 per kilo this time last year.

Guide if overcharged
Under the Price Act, or Re-
public Act No. 7581, suggested
retail prices may be issued for
basic necessities and prime
commodities for the informa-
tion and guidance of producers,

manufacturers, traders, dealers,
sellers, retailers and consumers.
Vendors, however, are not
mandated to follow the price
guide and may charge more or
less than the suggested prices.
But the price guide helps guide
consumers on how much a prod-
uct is valued, thus will know if
they are being overcharged.

No more price ceiling

In a radio interview on dzBB,
DA spokesperson Arnel de Mesa
said the DA’s Agribusiness and
Marketing Assistance Service
would first consult with stake-
holders before deciding on
whether it would go ahead with
the plan to have an SRP on rice.

But he already closed the

door on the possibility of the DA
imposing a price ceiling for reg-
ular and well-milled rice, which
President Marcos ordered in
August last year to rein in run-
away prices of rice.

Reservations

From Sept. 5 to October last
year, the government imposed
a price ceiling of P41 a kg on
regular milled rice and P45 a kg
on well-milled rice.

‘The Federation of Free Farm-
ers (FEF), for its part, was initially
open to having an SRP on rice,
but FFF national manager Raul
Montemayor said it would likely
be difficult to implement, thus
would not achieve the objective
of controlling price spikes.

“There are many varieties
and quality specifications of rice

with different prices. So it would -

be difficult to determine an SRP
for each type. And if the SRP is
only for specific types like reg-
ular milled rice or well-milled
rice, there will be a tendency for
retailers to misdeclare rice as
other types not be covered by
SRPs,” Montemayor explained.
The Philippines is vulnerable
to fluctuations in the global prices
of rice as it is one of the world’s
largest importers of the staple.
It has long relied on imports
as local production can only cover
about go percent of the country’s
needs. The balance is brought in
from abroad, mainly from neigh-
boring Thailand and Vietnam.

The country with a population
of about 100 million consumes
about 36,000 MT of rice a day, or
about 1.08 million MT a month.

Counting on imports

As of Dec. 28 last year, the
Philippines imported 3.5 million
MT ofrice, according to data from
the Bureau of Plant Industry.

To stabilize supply and pric-
es, De Mesa said the DA was
counting on imported rice enter-
ing the country once more before
the harvest season begins.

“We need to maintain at least
60 days worth of buffer stock so
we are assured of ample supply.
Naturally, this is where imports
come in, that's what we want to
happen,’ he said. ma :
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* Plano ng Department
of Agl;ic‘:‘gltune (DA) na
magpatupad ng sug-

atiyak na may bigas

1a ,ﬂﬁl‘_@iﬁ?hb ‘lahat
ngsambayanang Pilipino

sa abot kayang presyo

ﬂa'»gs'ﬂu o ¥

" Gayunman, sinabi

at spokesman Arnel de
Mesa na upang maipatu-
ﬁad:-:ana.-fhaktaan ay
ailangan muna nilang

ested retail prices mga stakeholders mula -
?Sﬂﬁs‘) ‘sa bigas upang

ni DA Asst Secretary Statistics Al

Pilipino Star

Diyaryong disente ng masang intelihente
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kumonsulta sa lahat'ng

sa consumer groups,

~ producer groups, traders

at millers upang maitak-
‘daeng SRR

A ‘;y_"“ hanggang. sa maging
“bigas. Ang

‘-f’!ﬁ:aw.a ng DA nang
‘ianunsyo ng Philippine
Sinis Aoty )
“syo ng bigas ng may 32.9

‘-Eercen! neong Disyem-

re 2023, ang pinaka

mabilis na pagstrii..ng

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

kanilang mga gastusin
din po, at maikumpara,
at sa ganoong paraan,

presyo sa nakalipas na’, ma!clkltapoanq magiging

14 na taon.

gains ng SRP," pahayag

Kailangan nating tig- ni De Mesa.

nan 'yung composition sa
producers group, paano
na produce 'yung palay

3 then, on the
traders side, ano mga
gastusin-_hi{a sa ware-
housing, sa milling, sa
drying. Sa retailers na-

Noong Disyembre
.2023, ang presyo ng
well-milled rice kada kilo

~ay pumalo sa P53.82,
mas mataas ito sa P51.99

er kilo'noong November
023 o halos mataas ng
P10 kung ikukumpara sa

' P43 .98 Kada kilo ng bigas

man, _m'pgl'ggg}p“"yyng noong December 2022.

Page_ of



BusinessMirror :

Droacler look at tocleys Drisiies
- = LIE-RAanY
YiX DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE Date: TP

03, 1Y page: AC

DOST AND NCMF SIGN MOA TO REINFORCE HALAL PRODUCTS' INTEGRITY

‘Halal products are for

STORY & PHOTOS BY RﬁNr. JUVIERRE S. ALBERTO

€ LMOST all the products
certified as halal are
\.contaminated. That’s our
problem,” revealed Secretary Guiling
Mamondiong of the National

Commission on Muslim Filipinos
(NCME).

Mamondiong made the state-
ment during the signing of the
memorandum of agreement be-
tween the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST) and NCMF
on January 4 in order to reinforce
the halal integrity of food and
non-food products produced in
the Philippines.

In the country, Islam is the
second largest religion practiced

by Muslims, who observe dietary -

laws, such as halal or foods and
beverages that are lawful or
permitted, and haram or not
permitted.

Halal are food and non-food

products that contain meat and.

poultry where the slaughter of ani-
malsabideby Islamic dietarylaws.

It can be considered halalif the
animalswere slaughtered whilere-
citing the “Bismillah” (an Arabic
phrase meaning “in the name of
God") and “Takbir” (Arabic term
for “Allahu Akbar” meaning “Allah
is the greatest”). If not, the meat
is considered haram.

Other foods considered haram
are pork, blood, birds of prey,

carnivorous animals, alcoholic
beverages and other intoxicants.

Touphold the halalintegrity of

food and non-food products, the
cooperation and collaboration be-

tween the two government agen-

cies were established through the
Halal Verification Laboratories
(HVLs), which will determine if

the products have forbidden con- .

tents, under the DOST’s Regional
Standardsand Testing Laboratory.

The NCMEF, meanwhile, will
recommend and propose policies
on market surveillance and the
inclusion of halal testing as a re-
quirement for halal certification
and re-certification.

On verifying halal products

THERE are currently four HVLs ‘

established in the country.
Two International Organiza-
tion for Standardization (ISQ)-
certified and Philippine Accredi-
tation Bureau (PAB)-accredited
HVLs are in DOST Calabarzon
and DOST Region 11 or Davao
Region, which offer porcine DNA
detection and ethanol, methanol




DOST and NCMF officials, led by Science Secretary Renato Solidum Jr. and NCMF Seaetary
Guiling Mamondiong, respectively, pose for a photo after the signing of the memorandum
of agreement to reinforce the halal integrity of local products through Ralal\feﬂﬁcaﬂon

Laboratnries

and isopropanol detection.

The other two HVLs are under-
going ISO certification and PAB
accreditation. They are in DOST
Region 12 (porcine DNA detec-
tion) and in the Ministry of Science
and Technology in Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (for porcine DNA detec-
tion and free fattyacids profiling).

DOST Region 11 Regional Di-
rector Dr. Anthony Sales said dur-
ing the event that through their
HVLs they will make sure that
the halal-certified products sold
in the market do not contain ha-
ram components and have been
produced using halal procedures.

“We will ensure compliance to
Jaboratory standards and require-
ments for worldwide acceptance of
Philippine-made halal products
and services,” Sales said.

Explaininghow theverification
process works inside the labora-
tory, Regional Director of DOST-
Calabarzon Esmelita Bagsit said
that they look into the molecular
level of the porcine DNA detected

through RT-PCR to trace if there
are presence of pork in products.

As for the alcohol content, they
perform gas chromatography to
separate and detect the chemical
components of a product to deter-

mineifthereisanypresenceof eth-

anol, methanol, and isopropanol.

~ ‘Halal is for everyone’
SCIENCE Secretary Dr. Renato
Solidum Jr. pointed out the im- -

portance of halal testing to ensure
its authenticity which goes beyond
religious practices.

“Halalshould notbeseen onlyas
part of a religious observation. We
should view it as a way of life, a life

that touchesupon theinclusivityof

purity, wholesomeness, and sincer-

ityin how our Muslimbrothersand

sisters manage the greater Islamic
economy which spans the various
industry sectors,” Solidum said.
Although Muslims follow the
Islamicdietarylaws, non-Muslims
alsochoose halal for different rea-
sons, such as purity and higher
qualitybecause ofits certification.

N(ME Secretary Gulling Mamondiong (second from Ieft) receives the Halal training modules,

developed by DOST Region 11 Halal Training Needs Assessment team, from Science Secretary

. Renato Solidum Jr. (third from left). With them are DOST Halal S&T Program Leader and DOST-11

[Regional Director Anthony Sales (right) and Undersecretary for Regional Operations Sancho

Mabhorang (left).

Mamondiong emphasized that

halal means “healthy” because of
the absence of pork and alcohol in
food products.

“Itdoesn’t mean thatifthe prod-
uct is halal it’s for Muslims only.
The use is not exclusively for Mus-
limbut for everyone,”he explained.

‘Halal products are still limited”

‘VARIOUS disasters have struck

Mindanao, such as floods and
earthquakes amongothers, which
affected thousands of Muslims.

" Although help poured in dur-
ing those times, Mamondiongsaid
they had to reject the food packs
given to them because they were
not halal which defeated the pur-
pose of extending assistance.

“We have to attend to every-
body’s needs in terms of emer-
gency,” he said.

The DOST-Industrial Technol-
ogy Development Institute Pack-
aging Division has developed
ready-to-eat (RTE) food technolo-
gies for emergencies. Some of them
can be tweaked to become halal,

Sales said. .

The RTE food technologies,
however, “seeks for adaptation by
a private company that will adapt
thetechnologyand commercialize
ittobecomeavailable for emergen-
cysituations,” Sales pointed out.

Sales said that currently there
are no halal emergency foods
available in the buffer stock of the
Department of Social Welfare and
Development.

He hoped for funding in their
proposal to develop halal emer-
gency foods to cater to the needs
of Muslim brothers and sisters.

Solidum quipped that it is one
of the challenges that they always
have in DOST: scaling up the pro-
duction of the technologies they
have developed.

Mamondiong, meanwhile, sees

production as another problem. .
 He urged for investment in: the

production of halal food and non-
food products to address food in-
sufficiency and for the country
to become the “halal basket of
Southeast Asia.”
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Gov't helps
farmers scale up
thru agricultural
cooperatives

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

Small-time farmers from
across the country will now have
the opportunity to scale up follow-

- ing the signing of a memorandum

of understanding (MOU) that will
link agriculture cooperatives to
agriculture companies.

Go Negosyo, an organization
advocating for micro, small and
medium-sized entrepreneurs
(MSMEs), and the Cooperative
Development Authority
(CDA) on Thursday, Jan. 4, 8

BOOSTING AGRIPRENEURSHIP — Go Negosyo Founder Joey Concepcion (second from right)
and Cooperative Development Authority (CDA) Chairperson Joseph B. Encabo (second from
left) exchange copies of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on the support for and
implementation of the ‘Kapatid Angat Lahat Agri Program (KALAP)' for the benefit of the

‘cooperatives sector in the Philippines. Also shown are Go Negosyo Senior Adviser Dr.

William Dar (right) and CDA Administrator Myrla B. Paradillo.

Gov't helps farmers scale up
thru agricultural cooperatives 1«

signed a deal that would create a
strategic partnership supporting
and implementing the objectives
of the group's Kapatid Angat La-
hat Agri Program (KALAP) for the
benefit of the cooperatives sector
in the Philippines.

KALAP was founded to es-
tablish strategic partnerships
between the government and the
private sector. Under the pro-
.gram, small farmers are going to
be integrated into the value chain
of big-brother companies, giving
them access to mentoring, mar-
kets and capital.

The MOU, according to Go Ne-
gosyo, would improve collabora-
tion between cooperatives and the
private sector as well, and promote
"a value-chain approach through
public-private partnerships."

"The bottom line is poverty al-
leviation, and many of the poor are
in the agriculture sector. Unless
we fix that, we will never solve the
problem of poverty,” Go Negosyo
founder Joey Concepcion said.

"There are several different
inclusive business models that
our big brothers in KALAP have
already implemented; the co-
operatives can adapt the models
suited to their crop and forge a
relationship with the big-brother
corporations, such as helping
them get access to technologies
and markets," he added.

Concepcion said the part-
nership would help Go Negosyo
identify the cooperatives that are
willing to be part of KALAP.

Meanwhile, CDA Chairman Jo-
seph B. Encabo called the signing
of the MOU as "timely" as Presi-
dent Marcos has been spearhead-
ing efforts to strengthen Philip-
pine cooperatives.

"As we implement the merger
consolidation focusing on agri-
culture cooperatives, the program
can directly infuse to them and roll
out as they make [cooperatives]
resources bigger, expand their
membership, and add to their as-
sets," he said.
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CONCEPCION INKS DEAL WITH CDA TO BOOST

'AGRIPRENEURSHIP IN

A partnership that will link
agriculture cooperatives with
thecountry’sleadingagricom-
panieswillsoongivesmallfarm-
ers a better chance at scaling

A memorandum of under-
standing signed between Go
Negosyo and the Cooperative
Development - Authority
(CDA) aims toidentify and or-
ganize cooperatives, which will
then be assisted by big-brother
companies in consolidating
their produce, meeting market
requirements, as well asaccess-
ing credif, inputsand training.

The MOU, signed last Janu-
ary 4, aims to create a strategic
partnership thatwould support
and implement the objectives
ofthe Kapatid ArlgatLal!latAgri
Program (KALAP) for the ben-
efit of the cooperatives sector
inthe Philippines.

Signing for Go Negosyo
was its founder Joey Concep-
cion, and for the CDA was its
chair Usec. Joseph Encabo.

The bottom line is poverty

SEITIOGA T T
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BOOSTING AGRIPR

in the Philippines.

alleviation, and many of the
poorare in the agriculture sec-
tor. Unless we fix that, we will
never solve the problem of
poverty,” said Concepcion.
With the Philippines still

ENEURSHIP. GoN
Senior Adviser Dr. William Dar (left
Asec Myrla B. Paradillo (right)
the signing of a memorandum
the Kapatid Angat Lahat Agri

_—

considered alower-middle-in-
come economy, increasing
the productivity of agricul-
ture, along with the manufac-
turing sector, is seen as key to
raising the country tomiddle-

COOPERATIVES _

egosyo founder Joey Concepcion (second from left
) join Cooperative Development Authority administrator
and CDA chair Usec Joseph B. Encabo (second from right) at
of understanding to support and implement the objectives of
Program (KALAP) for the benefit of the cooperatives sector

o
) and

income status, a goal that is
outlined in the 2023-2028 Phil-
ippine Development Plan, the
country's road map for socio-
economic progress in the
medium term.
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drop 13. 7% in 2023

PARIS: World food prices
fell in 2023, with consider-
able declines for grains
and oils as supply con-
cerns eased, the United
Nations’ Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO)
said on Friday.

Overall, world food
commodity prices fell 13.7
percent in 2023 against
the previous year, Rome-
based FAO said.

The FAO’s cereals price
index fell 15.4 percent,
“reflecting well supplied
global markets” compared
to 2022, when prices
soared after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, a major
grain exporter.

While supply concerns
eased for wheat and
maize, the opposite was
true for rice due to the im-
pact of the El Nifio weath-
er phenomenon and India
restricting exports. Rice
prices jumped 21 percent
last year. :

The vegetable oil price
index posted the biggest
fall last year, dropping
32.7 percent, thanks to
improved supplies and
reduced use for biofuel

production.

. Sugar prices, on the other
contrary, jumped 26.7 per-
cent overall, though they
retreated from their highs

in December, thanks to Bra-

_zil stepping up exports and

reduced use for biofuels.
‘While the FAO's overall
index dropped, consumer
food prices in many coun-
tries are rising, often

~ faster than the overall
~inflation rate.

“The fact that food com-
modity prices drop doesn’t
necessarily mean a drop in
food prices,” noted econo-
mist and food industry spe-

_ cialist Bruno Parmentier.

The FAO index measures
commodity market prices,
and it can take a while for
these to filter through to
supermarket shelves. They
represent only a fraction
of the cost of processed
final products.

“Flour only represents
four to eight percent of
the price of a baguette,”
said Parmentier. “Most of
it is the cost of labor and
production costs” such as
energy, water and rent, he

‘added. ' AFP
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