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: Planned SRP
on rice scrapped

There is no need to impose suggested retail prices
(SRP) on farm products, particularly rice, despite
rising retail prices and ahead of an expected de-
cline in local harvest due to the El Nifio weather
phenomenon. “We're not doing it,” Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said on Thurs-
day, adding that the plan floated last week “was

justan idea based on available remedies” un-

der the Price Act. —STORY BY JORDEENE B. LAGARE

on rice, agrl products

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) rejected on Thursday a pro-
posal to set a suggested retail
price (SRP) for rice a few days
after an official earlier hinted at
the move to tame price surges.

In a statement, the DA said
it was not considering the im-
position of an SRP on farm
products, particularly rice.

“We're not doing J.t,
@ﬂﬁn‘e*Sééretafy
Laurel Jr.:said. Pnces of rice
and other agricultural products
in international markets like
Thailand and other countries
are volatile and fluctuating due
to El Nino. Hence, we're not
suggesting to control prices at
the moment,” he added.

According to Laurel, inter-
national rice prices are fluc-
tuating as countries try to in-
crease their reserves through
importation following con-
cerns about a potential drop
in harvest due to an expected
strong El Nino episode.

The Philippines is one of
the world’s biggest rice im-
porters, making it vulnerable
to fluctuations in the global
prices. If has been relying on
importation over the past year
as local production cannot

UNNECESSARY MOVE Calling it counterproductive, the De-
partment of Agriculture has ruled out at the moment impos-
ing suggested retail prices on farm products, including rice
which has been hit by price surges. —GRIG ¢. MONTEGRANDE

meet local demand.

Over the weekend, DA
spokesperson Arnel de Mesa
said the department was study-
ing setting an SRP for rice,
which was selling for around
P50 per kilogram (kg) as of this
writing.

But Laurel said this “was
just an idea based on available
remedies” provided to them un-
der Republic Act No. 7581 or the
Price Act.

Voluntary in nature
Under the law, suggested re-
tail prices may be implemented
to guide producers, manufac-
turers, traders, dealers, sellers,

retailers and consumers on the
pricing of basic necessities and
prime commodities.

Vendors are not required
to follow the SRP prescribed by
the government since it is vol-
untary in nature although it can
help consumers determine if
they are being overcharged.

“'m well aware that set-
ting retail prices, even if just
suggested, for particular goods
tend to be counterproductive,
especially when there is ample
supply,” Laurel said.

“In most cases, farmers bear
the brunt of a price limit be-
cause traders will only lower
their purchase prices to keep

their margins. Consumers also
don’t benefit in such a situation.
It could also fuel price specula-
tion and supply hoarding that
evolves into another problem
altogether,” he added.

Upon the recommendation
of the implementing agency,
the President may impose a
price cap in case of a calami-
ty, emergency, prevalence or
widespread acts of illegal price
manipulation, or artificial and
unreasonable price hikes.

As of Thursday, local regu-
lar milled rice per kilogram was
being sold from P50 to P53, com-
pared to P34 to P40 a year ago,
based on the DA's price monitor-
ing of Metro Manila markets.

Local well-milled rice per
kg, on the other hand, was
priced from P49 to P55, higher
than P38 to P44 last year.

Imported regular milled rice
was not available but imported
well-milled rice ranged from
P50 to P58 per kg compared to
P40 to P44 previously.

The DA said it was working
double time to ensure an am-
ple supply of rice and other ag-
ricultural products in the wake
of a potential prolonged dry
spell caused by El Nino. It was
also taking steps to mitigate
the weather phenomenon’s
impact on farm output. iNva
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Sweeping—but most
welcome—changes at the DA

ill the new Agriculture
‘Secretary 'Francisco
Tiu-Laurel, Jr. succeed
in achieving his goal of a
transformed agriculture? To do
so, he must address the oppor-
tunity—or obstacle, depending
on how you see it—that lies
between him and his goal: the
Department of Agriculture (DA).

The DA certainly has many
good points, but there is still
much to be done.

Last Jan. 5, true to his pro-
nouncement that he would sig-
nificantly involve the private
sector in governance, Laurel
met with the leaders of the leg-
islated public-private Philip-
pine Council of Agriculture and
Fisheries (PCAF). They are the
16 elected private sector chairs
of the regional agriculture and
fisheries councils and 13 elect-
ed chairs of the strategic sec-
toral committees handling rice,
corn, coconut, climate change,
mechanization and internation-
al trade, among others. Laurel
listened intently to their recom-
mendations and acted decisive-
ly on each of them.

CORRUPTION. The Com-
mission on Audit had earlier
reported unliquidated and un-
explained expenses in the DA
budget amounting to P22 bil-
lion to P24 billion each in the
last three years. At any given
point, it's a scandalous one-
third of the total budget of less
than P7yo billion.

This could easily have been
prevented had the DA responded
to the Alyansa Agrikultura rec-
ommendation, approved unan-
imously by PCAF, to restore the
efficient (and proven successful)
private sector monitoring.

The DA regional directors
would give the complete list
of projects to the private sec-
tor-led regional agriculture

COMMENTARY

ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

and fisheries councils for per-
formance and budget monitor-
ing. This would ensure trans-
parency and accountability.

The good news? Laurel an-
nounced that he had ordered
this practice restored immedi-
ately.

PARTICIPATION. In the
past, PCAF committees would
formulate quarterly recom-
mendations for the Secretary
to consider. However, these
recommendations were merely
forwarded to the Secretary sans
any interaction with the com-
mittee chairs. The Secretary’s
response was delivered only in
writing. Consequently, the av-
erage approval rate was just 30
percent for the past three years.

Laurel is now committing
to meeting the chairs person-
ally on a quarterly basis. It is
expected that more private
sector recommendations will
now be implemented.

INFORMATION SYSTEM.
Establishing a credible market
information and intelligence
system, as provided under the
27-year-old Agriculture and
Fisheries Modernization Act,
was also brought up. It was
the most important recom-
mendation agreed upon by the
PCAF leaders in their year-end
national conference held last
Nov. 21 to Nov. 23.

Laurel had earlier identified
information as a sorely missing
element in decision-making at
the DA. He said he was already
looking at global best practices
and would implement this infor-
mation system as a top priority.

MANAGEMENT ACTION.
Laurel has also instituted sev-
eral significant changes. He has
installed CCTVs in different DA
offices where there were hard-
ly any before. He changed a
large part of the security force.
He has supported high-level
government presentation at
PCAF meetings so that there
would be immediate action.

At a recent PCAF interna-
tional trade committee meeting,
there were three undersecre-
taries and two undersecretaries
from' the DA and the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry.
They agreed with the private
sector recommendation that
agriculture leaders should be
funded to officially join govern-
ment delegations in interna-
tional negotiations abroad.

Laurel also empowered the
PCAF committee chairs, saying
that they should have in-depth
meetings with their counterpart
DA directors on a regular basis.
He also replaced nonperforming
and questionable DA officials,
responding to valid private sec-
tor reports that had prevmusly
remained unheeded.

After an extensive private
sector consultation nation-
wide, Laurel said he would
soon announce the depart-
ment’s 10-point agenda and
a significant reorganization.
With a transformational Agri-
culture Secretary and an im-
proved DA, a brighter agricul-
ture lies in front of us. Nna

o

The author is Agriwatch chair, former
secretary of presidential flagship programs
and projects, and former undersecretary
of the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Trade and Industry.

Contact is agriwatch_phil@yahoo.com ,
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DA drops plan
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for rice SRP

By BELLA CARIASO

. The Department of
Agriculture (DA) is not
considering the impo-
sition of a suggested

retail price (SRP) on
rice, Secretary Fran-

cisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said
yesterday. =
“We're mot doing it

like Thailand and other °

countries are volatile
and fluctuating due to
El Nifio. Hence, we're
notsuggesting to control
prices at the moment,”
Laurel said.

Laurel’s announce-
ment came a few days
after DA spokesperson
Arnel de Mesa said the

DEPT.OF A
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Prices of rice and other
agricultural products in
international markets

agency may release the
SRP next week amid the

Turn to Page 4
unabated spike in retail price
of the grains.

At a press conference on

Monday, De Mesa said that

a technical committee even

- met to discuss the SRP of rice
two days after announcing
that the DA was mulling its

- implementation.

Laurel maintained that
earlier proposals for an SRP

were just an idea based on

- available remedies laid out
by Republic Act 7581 or the
Price Act.

“I'm well aware that set-

ting retail prices, even if just
suggested, for particular
goods tend to be counter-
productive, especially when
there is ample supply,” Lau-
rel added.

The Price Act Law em-
powers the DA to stabilize
prices of farm products and
inputs, including rice, fish,
meat, poultry and fertilizers,
 in fimes of emergencies, he .
o e S T el
‘most cases, farmers

LR Y
_ bear the brunt of a price
limit because traders will |
* only lower their purchase |
~ prices to keep their margins. |
: %such a situation. It could
- also fuel price speculation '
and supply hoarding that

: ;.evoly@%:bépoﬂmer' ther problem

~ altogether,” he noted.
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~ Accordin ‘to Laurel, the
~ provision of the Price Act.
requires implementing rules
' and regulations to be firstput . -
 in place before the DA could -
exercise that power.
He said international
prices of rice are fluctuating -
as countries try to increase. |
. their rice reserves through
~ importation on concerns of
potential drop in harvest due
an expected strong El Nifio
episodertieriibte "ol & 3
 Laurel said his agency is
working double time to en-
sure ample supply of agricul- |

"

rice, in the face of a potential
prolonged dry spell due to

El Nifio, and takmi stepsto
j mitigat:a the weather phe-

nomenon’s impact on local
production.
rts from the National
: If‘rigaﬁ.qh Administration’s
- Upper Pampanga Integrated
_ Irrigation System, which pro- .
vides water to farms in major
- rice-producing provinces of
 Nueva Ecija, Bulacan and
~ Pampanga, showed suffi-
cient water supply that could
sustain strong rice output,
 hesaid. ;

“We're building up a buf-
fer, largely through impor-
tation, to ensure we have
ample supply of rice as we
await the next harvest start-
ing March. This should help
keep prices stable without -

overnment intervention,”
e said. :

Laurel pointed out that
the technical working
group crafting of the Price
Act IRR is a clear warning
to those who may want to
exploit the potential short-
age of supply, that the DA
is empowered by law to go
after them. :

Meanwhile, various farm-
ers’ grmt:g)s and rice retailers
lauded the DA’s decision to
scrap the proposed SRP on
rice, .

_Grains Retailers Confe
- “eration of the Philippines

“We welcome his (Lau-
rel’s) decision on SRP. The
DA should. focus on rais-
ing local rice production,
El Nifio mitigation and a
more efficient food logis-
tics/ distribution system,”
former agriculture secretary
eonardo Montemayor said
in a separate message to The
BT AR s it
~Rice ret;

-4,

iler s’ : g’fﬁc‘iﬁp

s Confed-

president James Magbanua
said that the DA should
ensure that

4 Prgpé-r.;consmslfa.-
tural products, particularly ‘tions are conducted before

the department decides on

an issue like the imposition
of SRP. '

On the other hand, Sa-
mahang Industriya ng Agri-
kultura executive director
Jayson Cainglet said there
was a disconnect between -
the farmgate price of other
farm commodities and the
retail prices amid the slump
in the wholesale cost of high-
land vegetables.

“The SRP under the Price
Act penalizes retailers with-
out addressir%ﬁ the undue
high prices. The s.t:-glply is
never an issue at this pe-
riod,” Cainglet told The
STAR. :

At the same time, Mon-
temayor and Cainglet said
that the arrival of 18,463
metric tons of imported rice

from Vietnam, Thailand and

Pakistan as of Jan. 4 will not
bring down retail prices.
“The 18,000 (MT" of
imported rice) is a small
quantity, just one-half of
our national daily rice re-

quirement of 36,000,” Mon-
temayor said. .
— With Catheri

rerine Tailé\;rera
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No SRP
on rice,
other farm
products

THE Department of Agriculture (DA)
rejected imposing a suggested retail
price (SRP) on rice and other agricul-

tural products to stabilize local prices of

commodities. -

In a statement on Thursday, Agricul-

ture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
 said setting retail prices will only affect

farmers since traders will only lower

their purchase prices to gain profit.

“We're not doing it. ... I'm well
aware that setting retail prices, even
if just suggested, for particular goods
tend to be counterproductive, especially

" when there is ample supply,” he said.

“Consumers also don't benefitin such a
situation. It could also fuel price specula-
tion and supply hoarding that evolve into
another problem altogether,” he added.

Laurel noted that earlier proposals
for an SRP were based on available

. remedies under Republic Act 7581, or
the “Price Act”

The DA said on Saturday it is studying
the imposition of SRP on rice amid ris-
ing prices. The reimposition of the price
cap, however, was completely ruled out.

The department said the Price Act
gives it authority to stabilize the prices
of farm products such as rice, fish, meat,
poultry and even fertilizers, in times of
emergencies.

“But that provision of the Price Act
requires implementing rules and requ-

lations to be first put in place before the i
DA could exercise that power,” DA said.

On Tuesday, the department
announced it will create a technical
working group that will come up with
the implementing rules and regulations
(IRR) for Section 9 of the Price Act relat-
ing to agricultural products.

Laurel said the move will serve as a
warning to price manipulators.

“We will not hesitate to use the powers
and remedies at our disposal to ensure
that our farmers and consumers are amply
protected against those who may want to
exploit any supply shortage,” he said.

He said that prices of agricultural
products in the international market
are volatile and fluctuating because
of El Nifio.

The weather phenomenon also
affected the global rice market as
countries fill import rice in anticipation
of a drop in harvest due to a strong El
Nifio episode.

“Hence, we're not suggesting to con-
trol prices at the moment,” Laurel said.

He gave assurances that the depart-
ment is working double time to ensure
an ample supply of rice and other farm
products during the El Nifio.

Reports from the National Irriga-
tion Administration’s Upper Pampanga
Integrated Irrigation System indicate
that there is an ample water supply to
provide a strong rice output.

Irrigation provides water to farms
in major rice-producing provinces like
Nueva Ecija, Bulacan and Pampanga.

“We're building up a buffer, largely
through importation, to ensure we
have ample supply of rice as we await
the next harvest starting in March. This
should help keep prices stable without
government intervention,” he said. ;

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL |
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DA rejects price control

Cost of rice in Metro Manila ran

he Department of Agriculture

(DA) has turned down

proposals to introduce

suggested retail prices
(SRPs) for agricultural products,
specifically rice.

Based on the DA’s Bantay Presyo
(Price Watch), the retail prices of rice
as of Jan. 10 range from P43 to P68 in
the metropolis.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco

Tiu Laurel Jr. said on Thursday, Jan.
11, that the agency is not considering
the proposed imposition of SRP owing
to the volatility of global commodity
prices caused by El Nifio.

“We're not doing it,” Laurel said in
a statement. “Prices of rice and other
agricultural products in international
marketslike Thailand and other coun-
tries are volatile and fluctuating due
to El Nifio.”

The proposal to introduce an SRP
followed the 19.6 percent surge in rice

inflation in December, the highest -

surge in 14 years.

But Laurel’s statenmient is an in-
dication that the government prefers
a market-driven pricing system for
agricultural products.

We're not suggesting controlling
prices at the moment, the DA
chief said. >3

DA rejects price control 1«

As of Jan. 10, local regular milled rice is
the least expensive; it costs between 43

| and P53 per kilo.

Local special, on the other hand, is the

| most expensive rice in Metro Manila. It
| retails for 254 to P68 per kilo.

Imported regular milled rice remains

' unavailable in markets, according to DA
| monitoring.

The DAsaid its market price monitoring
in Metro Manila covered Commonwealth,
Guadalupe, Las Pifias, Malabon, Marikina,
Mega Q-Mart, Muntinlupa, Mufioz, Pasay,
Pasig, Pritil, Quinta, and San Andres.

In September last year, President
Marcos implemented a price ceiling for
rice, which resulted inissues such as short-
ages and the emergence of underground
markets due to imbalances in supply and

| demand.

Laurel clarified that the SRP proposals

| and stakeholder consultations were based

on potential solutions outlined in the Price
Act, or Republic Act No. 7581.
The Price Act grants the DA the au-

: thority to maintain stable‘prices for key
| agricultural products such as rice, fish,

| meat, poultry, and fertilizers during times
| of emergency.

“I'm well aware that setting retail

| prices, even if just suggested, for particular

| goods tend to be counterproductive, espe-

cially when there is ample supply,” Laurel

| said.

Earlier, DA spokesperson and Assistant
Secretary Arnel de Mesa said the agency
was already working on SRPs for rice prod-
ucts by consulting with industry players
and stakeholders.

Laurel emphasized that the price ceiling
primarily affects the farmers, as traders
may only lower their purchase prices.

“Consumers also don’t benefit in such
a situation [because] it could also fuel
price speculation and supply hoarding that
evolves into another problem altogether,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Laurel said the DA should
establish first the implementing rules and
regulations (IRR) before delving into the
Price Act.

He added that the formation of the
technical working group (TWG) for the
Price Act IRR should serve as a deterrent
to those considering exploiting the current
supply situation.

“We will not hesitate to use the pow-

ers and remedies at our disposal to ensure |

that our farmers and consumers are amply
protected against those who may want to
exploit any supply shortage,” he warned.

With the strong El Nifio expected in
the coming months, the DA chief said that
international rice prices are changing as
countries aim to boost their rice reserves
through imports, which the Philippines is
also doing.

“We're building up a buffer, largely

through importation, to ensure
we have ample rice supply as we
await the next harvest starting
March,” Laurel said. “This should
help keep prices stable without

- government intervention.”

He further said that the DA
is making efforts to ensure an
adequate supply of agricultur-
al products to prepare for the
extended dry spell, as well as de-

veloping strategies to alleviate its

geS _fl‘om P:43 to P68 per kilO FYGABRIELLBHRISTELGALANI}andJELSANTDS

impact on local production.

Meanwhile, the National
Irrigation Administration’s Upper
Pampanga Integrated Irrigation
System reported sufficient water
supply, which could guarantee a
strong rice output.

This irrigation system assists
in providing water to farms in
major rice-producing provinces
such as Nueva Ecija, Bulacan, and
Pampanga.
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'DA: No to price control

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) is not considering impos-
ing suggested retail price (SRP)
on farm products, particularly
rice, saying it could be counter-
productive. -

“We’re not doing it. Prices of
rice and other agricultural prod-
ucts in international markets like
Thailand and other countries are
volatile and fluctuating due to El

, Nifio. Hence, we're not suggesting
to control prices at the moment,”
said 1 i ~ E'PO'-!H

Lautel said the SRP is a rem-
edy available under the -
Price Act to stabilize prices of
farm products and inputs includ-
ing rice, fish, meat, poultty even
fertilizers, in times of emergencies.
However, implementing rules
and regulations (IRR) have to e in
place before SRP can be imposed.
“I’m well aware that setting
retail prices, even if just sug-
gested, for particular goods tend
to be counterproductive, especially

A vendor tends to his stall in a public market in Quezon City on Oct. 19,2023 when the government pegged pér kilogram
See DA> Page A2  prices on well-milled and regular milled rice at P45 and P41, respectively. (File Photo)
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~ when there 13 amplc supply,
. Laurel said. .

He said in most cases,,farmers
bear the brunt of a ‘price limit
because traders will only lower
 their purchase pnces to keep their

Laurcl cautioned SRPs do
not benefit consumers as they
could fuel price specula.hon and
supply hoarding,

“That evolves into another
problem altogether,” Laurel added.
| Yet, a technical working group
| s readymgtheIRRonSRPwhlch
the DA can impose against those
who may want to exploit the
| current pricing situation of, agri

Malaya
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“We will not hesitate to use

the powers and remedies at our -

disposal to ensure our farmers and
consumers are amply protected
against those who may want to
exploit any supply shortage,

Laurel said. -
DA said Jnternatlonal pnccs ;

of ricé are fluctuating as countries
try to increase their rice reserves
through importation on concerns
of potential drop in harvest due
to an exppcted sttong El Nifio
episode.’ ;-

Laurel said the DA is also work-

ing do'uble' ume to ensure ample
‘supply of agricultural products,
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DA

particularly rice, in the face of a |
potential prolonged dry spell due
to El Nifio as well as to mitigate the
weather phenomenon’s impact on

local production.

DA said that so far, the National
Irrigation Administration’s Upper
Pampanga Integrated Irrigation
System, which provides water to
farms in major rice producing
provinces of Nueva Ecija, Bulacan
and Pampanga, showed sufficient
water supply that could sustain

ng rice output.

*Wc re buﬂdmg up a buffer,
largely through importation, to
ensure we have ample supply of
rice as we await the next harvest

starting March. This should help
keep prices stable without govern-
ment intervention,” Laurel said.
Meanwhile, Pambansang La-
kas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya
ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) urged
the DA to adopt measures where
local producers can directly sell

their goods to the government to

ensure reasonable farm gate and
retail prices.

Pamalakaya said the DA can
intervene in the marketing system
by reducing the layers of middle-
men and private traders.

Pamalakaya is also pushmg for
the passage of the Rice Industry
Development Act which aims

[@m o
to attain national food security
based on self-sufficiency and self-
reliance.

Pamalakaya said the proposed
law allocates P185 billion for
three-year core programs such as

production support via socialized

crcdu, farm inputs and machin-
eries, accelerated mfrasttuctu.re
development programs, post-
harvest facilities and research and
development.

The group is also p‘ushmg for
the passage of the ngducuon
Subsidy Bill which seeks to
P15,000 production s‘i}bsldy to
over two million rcgistetcd fish-
crfolk nataonwudc as well as the

to Filipino farmers. ~~ * ‘
In a separate statcment, the
National Federation of Suga:cane
Planters (NFSP) said that in a
meeting with Laurel this week, it
renewed its call to government
to address thedeclufemnnllgate :
prices of sugar which has not re-
flected in retail prices. ;
Enrique Rojas, NFSP president,
said current sugat ptices are a far
cry from the level of sugar prices
last cro%yzar. Prices now hover at
400 to P2,500 per bag,
which is much lower than the more
than P3,000 per bag last crop yeat.
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DA: NO SRP FOR RICE,
OTHER AGRI GOODS

THE Departmentof Agriculture (DA)
isnotconsideringthe proposedimpo-
sition of suggested retail price (SRP)
on farm products, particularlyrice.

“We're not doing it. Prices of rice
and otheragricultural productsininter-
national marketslike Thailand and oth-
er countries are volatile and fluctuat-
ing due to El Nifio. Hence, we're not
suggesting to control prices at the
moment," Agriculture Fran-
cisco Tiu-Laurel Jr. said in a news
release Thursday.

Earlier proposals for an SRP “was

just an idea based on available reme- -

‘dies” according to the Republic Act
7581 or the Price Act, he said.

The Price Act Law empowers the
DA tostabilize prices of farm products
and inputs, including rice, fish, meat,
poultry even fertilizers, in times of
emergencies. '

The_provision of the Price Act

requires the creation of implement-
ing rules and regulations (IRR) be-
fore the DA could exercise the pow-
er.

"T'm well aware that setting retail
prices, even if justsu; r par-
ticular goods tend to be counterpro-

ductive, espedially when there is am-
plesupply,” Tiu-Laurel said. “Inmost
cases, farmersbear thebrunt of a price
limit because traders will only lower
their purchase prices to keep their
margins. Consumersalsodon’tbenefit
in such a s_ituatio;;alt could also fuel
pricespeculationand supplyhoard ma' F
that evolves into another plzoblem -
together.”

“We will not hesitate to use the
powersand remediesatour disposal to
ensure thatour farmersand consumers
areamply protected against mos:hwho
may want toexploitany supply short-
agez'” he addﬂ? LAt PNA
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FARMS T0 BOOST
DAIRY QUTPUT

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The National Dairy Authori-
ty (NDA) has partnered with
the National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) to
build stock farms as it aims
‘to increase domestic milk
sufficiency by 5 percent in
four years.

The NCIP approved the
signing of a memorandum
of agreement with the NDA,
a corporation under the De-
partment of Agriculture, for
the development of stock
farms within the ancestral
domains, the NDA said in a
statement on Thursday.

The stock farms, designed
for producing and breeding
dairy cattle, will feature a
processing facility.

For this project, the NDA
assured that the facilities
would adhere to NCIP stan-
dards and respect sacred an-
cestral land, environmental

norms and traditional proto-
cols as well as align with the
Ancestral Domain Sustain-
able Development and Pro-
tection Plan of indigenous
cultural communities.

The NDA estimated that
each stock farm with 50
heads of dairy cattle would
occupy 10 hectares (ha) of
land, including land for pas-
ture development, while
those cultivating 100 heads
would need 20 to 30 ha as-
suming that 8o percent of the

- area is utilized. :
Rigorous validation pro-
cesses will be put in place to

uphold the best interest of
the indigenous cultural com-
munities/indigenous peo-
ples, who will be hired as part
of the workforce. They will
‘be organized into coopera-
tives to qualify as recipients
of dairy animals.

Beneficiaries will undergo
training on various techniques
such as dairy production, ani-
mal health and management,
artificial insemination, milk
processing, financial literacy,
business development and
food safety. [

“NDA will train them in
dairy farm management
They will supply animal
feeds like corn silage and for-
age,” NDA administrator Ga-
briel Lagamayo said. ma
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Dairy
authority
partners
with NCIP

THE National Dairy Authority
(NDA) partnered with the Na-
tional Commission on Indig-
enous Peoples (NCIP) to estab-
lish stock farms for production
and breeding of dairy cattle in
ancestral lands.

NDA Administrator Dr. Ga-
briel Lagamayo and NCIP Chair-
man Bo-i Jennifer Pia Sibug-Las
led the signing of the memo-
randum of agreement on Jan.
9, 2024.

Lagamayo said that the pro-

gram will benefit the Indigenous

- Cultural Communities or In-
digenous Peoples (ICCs/IPs) as
they will be employed as part
of the workforce in.the farm
operations.

“Our goal of 5 percent milk
sufficiency by the year 2028
requires a large volume of milk
production. This program allows
and welcomes participation.
There is room for everyone,

including our ICCs/IPs,” said

Lagamayo. .

The agreement states that
stock farms will be established
on ancestral domains, which
will be used for breeding of dairy
cattle. The ICCs/IPs, meanwhile,

Nomura still expects the 2024
average to fall within target. Last
month, it lowered the inflation
forecasts for the Philippines to 6.0
percent from 6.2 percent for 2023

- and that for 2024 to 3.5 percent

from 3.8 percent.

The Monetary Board's baseline
inflation forecast for 2024 is a
within-target 3.7 percent. Its risk-
adjusted projection, however, is an
above-target 4.2 percent.

Surging inflation in the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
prompted monetary authorities
to embark on a tightening spree
beginning in May 2022.

The BSP's policy rate currently
stands at a 16-year high of 6.50
percent following rate hikes to-
taling 450 basis points (bps), the
last an off-cycle 25-bps increase
late October last year as consumer
price growth accelerated anew.

The BSP, Nomura said, will “ex-
ercise patience in its pivot.”

“We therefore reiterate our fore-
cast for BSP to start cutting only

' in August, and deliver a total of

150bp in rate cuts to 5.00 percent
through Q1 2025,” it added.
Finance Secretary Benjamin
Diokno has said that key interest
rates could be lowered by as much
as 100 basis points (bps) this year,
with monetary authorities match-
ing or even exceeding expected US
Federal Reserve rate cuts.
Analysts, meanwhile, said the
BSP was likely to begin cutting
interest rates only in the second
half-and only after the US central
: » Pivot B2
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“We need to plant and eat (and get a

"bigger DA budget for) more vegetables

Il he sad thing about our agriculture
i industry is that it moves so slowly
that discussions about old prob-
2 lems and concerns are still relevant
»» months later.

For example, I attended a Pandesal
Forum titled “Agrikultura sa Kalunsuran
para sa Masaganang Kinabukasan!” (Ur-
ban Farming for a Better Future) hosted by
columnist and businessperson Wilson Lee

. Flores at his 84 year-old Kamuning Bakery
.- Cafe late last year. On the panel were, in the
order written on the invitation, Dr. Gerald
i Glenn Panganiban, director of the Dept. of
« Agriculture (DA) Bureau of Plant Industry
i (BPI); Dr. Joel Cuello, professor of Bio-
systems Engineering at University of Ari-
- zona; Dr. Cecilio K. Pedro, president of the
- Federation Of Filipino Chinese Chambers
- Of Commerce & Industry, Inc. (FFCCCII)
and founder of the Lamoiyan Corporation
(which produces Hapee Toothpaste, among
other products); and former Department of
i+ Agriculture Secretary Dr. William D. Dar,
now of GoNegosyo.
It was a pretty long discussion, which
-+ I shall be taking several columns to cover

¥

a

and use as jump-
off points for my
own thoughts, as
the items brought
up, while not new,
are important be-
cause it means
that we already ;
know the answers, AVANT GARDENER
we just somehow
refuse to imple- YVETTETAN
ment them. Like I :
mentioned in the beginning of this column,
sadly, our agriculture industry moves so
slowly (if at all) that what’s “old news”
remains current.

Dar, who was DA secretary during for-
mer President Duterte’s term, including
during the pandemic, drew from his expe-

‘rience then as a testament to the efficacy

and importance of urban and peri-urban
(outside urban but not quite in rural areas)
gardening, citing the logistics needed to
transport goods from fields to cities. “So
it would be the best of arrangements if we
develop vegetable and fruit growing areas
around,” he said.

LIBRARY
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He added that what’s lacking is a DA budget,
particularly for other crops, as “about 60-65
percent of the budget in agriculture is devoted to
rice,” adding that “when there are opportunities for
significantly increasing the budget of agriculture,
you have to really invest largely and significantly...
[in] high-value agriculture. And that should be a big
direction the government must undertake.”

That said, he later noted that Filipinos eat an
average of “60 or so kilos” of vegetables a year, half
the average of more vegetable-forward countries.
This points to not just a need to increase production,
but to combine it with several campaigns geared
toward encouraging Filipinos to eat more vegetables.
Ironically, even though vegetables can be expensive,
they are still associated with being poor, and meat,
particularly pork and beef, with being rich.

Dar cites the westernization of the Filipino diet
as the culprit behind this cultural shift. “Only a few
young people like vegetables,” he said in Taglish.
« .we should do more, especially in our curricu-
lum.... The culture, the attitude has to change [to]
that it is much healthier to eat vegetables and fruits
rather than Western foods.”

But to do something like this requires money.
Money for increased DA support for high value
crops and other crops that aren’t rice. Money for
farm-to-market roads, for post harvest and cold
storage facilities, for a comprehensive national
planting calendar, even just for proper irrigation
systems. Money to mount a nationwide vegetable
eating campaign that (and this is very important)
isn’t cringey.

While this administration’s agriculture budget
has increased from the last one, it still is nowhere
near enough to properly support it. Dar estimated
that the DA budget went from 1.5 percent to 1.75
percent of the total national budget, but this pales
in comparison to the amounts our ASEAN neighbors
dedicate to their thriving agriculture industries,
which he estimates set aside six percent of their
national budget for agriculture.

This all points to a disconnect in the Filipino
psyche when it comes to agriculture. From my
observations and (unfortunately) all too real-life
encounters, many Pinoys think that the Philip-
pines is an agricultural country but bristle at the
thought of farmers getting paid a fair wage. They
equate farming with poverty and love to post about
their outrage at vegetables dumped on roadsides
without digging deeper into what societal factors
lead to such waste. They also love posting about
“helping the farmer” (a phrase I deeply disagree
with, right up there with “make farming sexy”) as
if the agriculture industry was a charity case and
not an industry that needs reform and support. And
while yes, we look to government officials like the
current DA Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. and
other government agency leaders and employees to
lead the way, it is equally important that the private
sector do their part.

As former DA Secretary Dar said earlier, the cul-
ture has to change, and various government agen-
cies such as the DA, the Department of Education,
and the Department of Tourism can spearhead this
for the good of all Filipinos.
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- Soybeans rebound

CANBERRA - Chicago soybean
futures regained some ground on
Thursday but remained near their
lowest levels since December
2021 amid lacklustre demand for
US exports and an improved sup-
ply outlook from South America.

Cotn futures rose but were close
to their lowest since December
2020. Wheat also gained.

The most active soybean con-
tract on the Chicago Board of
Trade (CBOT) was up 0.9 per-
cent at $12.47-1/4 a bushel after .
slipping to $12.34 on Tuesday.

However, prices were still -

down nearly 4 percent so far

~ this month. '

Recent rains mean Brazil’s hat-
vest will be better than what many
had feared and Argentina’s will
also be sizeable, said Rabobank
analyst Vitor Pistoia, adding that
the wider oilseed market was well
supplied. :

The price outlook for soybeans
‘was “neutral or bearish”, Pistoia

‘said.

‘With harvesting now underway,
crop agency Conab projected a
155.3 million metric ton 2023/24
crop, around 5 million tons less
than it previously forecast but still

a record high. - Reuters =

Insight
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