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DA: Cold storage facilities solve
overproduction, postharvest losses

By GABRIELL CHRISTEL GALANG

To resolve overproduction and
postharvest losses, the Department

of Agriculture (DA) looked into pos-

sible cold storage facilities to preserve

crops and other perishable goods
On Monday, Jan..15, Agriculture

‘Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.

visited the Food Terminal Inc. (FTI)
in Taguig to store high-value
produce like cabbages and p 7

DA: Cold storage facilities
solve overproduction,
postharvest losses 1«

other fruits and vegetables as well as
other crops to increase their shelf life.

In the Cordillera, the DA in the
Cordillera Administrative Region (DA-
CAR) assured that farmers will receive
aid to overcome challenges facing
prices of vegetables.

Danilo Daguio, the regional techni-
cal director (RTD) for operations, said
the agency will continue to help them
reach potential markets through the
Kadiwa on Wheels program.

“If farmers need help selling their
produce, we have the ‘Kadiwa on
Wheels’ program, which is an ongoing
initiative,” he said.

The Kadiwa program helps avoid
intermediaries and allows local pro-
ducers to sell their produce directly to
consumers.’

“The best thing farmers could do.

is approach the respective office of the
municipal and provincial agriculturist,
and they shall provide the necessary
assistance,” Daguio added.

According to the DA-CAR, they
sold 40,000 kilograms (kg) of cabbage,
and Chinese cabbages (wombok) after
linking Cordillera vegetable farmers
to different market groups within and
outside of the region in early January.

Jennilyn Dawayan, officer-in-chief
at the Office of the Regional Executive
Director (RED), said Kadiwa and other
partnership initiatives help address the
issues within the agriculture sector and
provide support to local farmers.

“Here in the Department of Agri-
culture, we are continuously locating
farmers and reaching out to them. We
also collaborate with local govern-
ments to check for areas of concern,”
Dawayan expressed. :

Last week, the DA-CAR reported
that lack of buyers in late December to
Jan. 3 caused the decrease in prices due
to abnormal trading activities.

Currently, the agency announced
that vegetables in CAR are sold at P10
to P15 per kilo.
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DA aims to bt
storage faci

'BY JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
Y@jearcalas

VHE Department of Agri-

I culture (DA) bared plans

A to build a P500-million
cold storage facility at the Food
Terminal Inc. (FTI) as part of its
goal of buffer-stocking key com-
modities through improved food
logistics in the country.

Agriculture Secretary Fran-
cisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr. said the
DA's current thrust is to create
a “network” of cold storage sys-
tems nationwide to prevent food
wastages and losses.

“Ang immediate problem na
nakikita ko ay iyong oversupply
from time to time ng tomatoes
and cabbage. Kaya dapat magtayo
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tayo agad ng storage sa FTI. Ang
direction ko is to build a network
for chilled cold storage systems,”
Tiu Laurel said during a briefing

. with FTI officials in Taguig City

on Monday. ‘

Laurel said the DA is keen
on constructing a chiller ware-
house dedicated to vegetables
and other high-value crops at

the 1.3-hectare section of the ?

ETI in Taguig City.

The envisioned facility would
be equipped with a processing
plant, trading area, and will be
utilized to prioritize farmers’
produce for buffer stocking, Lau-
rel added.

The project will cost P500
million and would require about
12 months to be completed, the

d ‘network’
ities across P

Agriculture chief said.

“Half of thewarehouse should
be allocated to the coil system,
kalahati evaporator type. The
evaporator type is for short-
term storage of high-value
crops,” he said.

“Iyong coil, because there is no
circulating fan, moisture is kept
within the storage, it will keep
things fresh for alonger period,”

‘he added.

Laurel reiterated the DA’s plan
to consolidate the department’s
logistics management ‘matters
and issues to the “soon-to-be-
formed” logistics office.

“Lahat ng cold storage ng DA,
ililipat ko lahat sa logistics office,
which will conduct research and
inventory of all facilities within

Ippines:

the Philippines to ensure syn-.
chronization,” he said:
Furthermore, Laurel disclosed
that he plans to revert the over-
gight on the DA’s Kadiwa Program
tothe ETI in two years time.
Laurel hasinstructed FTI offi-
cialsito “purchase excess produce
from farmersand supply them to

. Kadiwa centers.”

“Kung may overproduction,
kaysa itapon, bilhin na lang ng
FTI, mailalagay pa natin iyan sa
Kadiwa program. The planisalso
to strengthen iyong Kadiwa pro-
gram ng DA. Plano kong ibalik sa
FTI ang Kadiwa after two years,”
Laurel said. ;

" The ETI is a government-
owned and controlled-corpora-
tion under the DA. '
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- 'When you are in government, the lack of money is
called inadequate taxation. Or not enough tax collec-
tion. Recto’s job No. 1 then is collect more taxes. In this
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Food shortages,
joblessness
~and West Philippine

Sea tension

ilipinos are in the grip of
Fthree major crises: a food
shortage, joblessness and
the West Philippine Sea tension.
To cope with the first two,
President Ferdinand Marcos
 Jr. has deployed technocrats to
handle the economy — Ralph
Recto, 60, as Finance secretary
and Frederick D. Go, 54, as sec-
retary for Investment and ECOIlOmlC Affau's
Ralph and Deck have spent 30 years each in their
fields to reach the top and make an indelible mark.
Ralph was the youngest congressman when he”
joined the House of Representatives where he served

for 11 years, rising to No. 2 as a deputy speaker. He

- wassenator for 18 years (rising to No. 2 as Senate presi-
~ dent pro tempore). Ralph was also president Gloria
Arroyo § economic planning secretary for one year.
~ © “No otherlegislator, past or present, has spent more
- years in Congress legislating tax laws than Secretary
- Recto. He knows what is proper in principle and-
- pragmatic in practice,” says Albay Rep. ]oe_v,&Salqe@a.
- Ralph knows the boldness of legislation in its fin
print. He lmowsifdsxs when he sees one. When he e ep
tered Congress, e recalls, “in manfplaﬁes when you
opened the taps, there was no water. You tried to catch
a plgne, there was none. You lifted the phone, you got
busy signal. You switched on the lights, there was no
power " He helped solve those problems. - %# d
In 31 years, Frederick built from scratch 54 sh
malls, 31 office buildings, 28 hotels and resorts,
dustrial facilities and 19.mixed-use developments.
. In response to the WPS issue, BBM has tgppedv
1989 Bar topnotcher and Harvard-educated (Master
~ of Laws) ]awyer Gilberto C. Teodoro Jr. as secretary
of Defense. He is also a technocrat. Gibo's strategy so
_ faris to be belligerent towards China, the mn'uder into
the South China Sea territorial and sovereign rights
claims of the Pluhppmes, and to boost the country’s
naval weaponry.
The Manila Overseas Press Club hosts Secretary
Gibo as speaker during the MOPC Defense Night on
Jan. 23, 2024 at the Fairmont Hotel Ballroom. Those

m_,,

who want to hear him, lease contact MOPC’s Miss -

Dena, 0920-204-9229 or email this columnist.

The underlying problem with the food shortage,
joblessness and the WPS tension is lack of investments
—in adequate food produchon, in business infrastruc-
ture (roads and IT connectivity) and in our defense
infrastructure (gunboats and tracking technology).
That lack is exacerbated by another serious lack —lack

“of enough money.

country tax avoidance (which is legal) and tax evasion
Tial) have become an art.
e Philippine tax effort as a percent of the Gross_

 Domestic Product (GDP) is 14.1 percent. The ideal

should be 20 percent, the average tax-to-GDP ratio
of our more prosperous neighbors. Our tax deficit is
thus 6 percent of GDP. If GDP is P22 trillion, 6 percent
is P1.32 trillion. That’s big money — enough to meet
our total rice shortage over the next ten years, or build
twice the number of road kms we need to build in a
year. Or buy 16 Robinsons Land compames RLC has
market cap of P79 billion. -

For Frederick Go, lack of money is not .enough
investments, local and foreign (foreign direct invest-
ments or. FDI). That lack is blamed on two things —a
restrictive economy (hence, the need to open it up
through Charter change) and red tape (hence, the need
to simplify doing business rules).

In 2022 alone, among the major countries of ASEAN,
the Philippines received the smallest FDI, $9.36 billion.
Singapore got the lion’s share, $141.18 billion; far be-
hind, Indonesia $22.22 billion; Vietnam $17.89 billion;
‘Malaysia $17.06 billion and Thailand, $11. 2 billion.

A quarter of our food needs cannot be met by local
production. The response has been massive food im-
portation — through legal imports and through smug-
gling. In rice alone, the Philippines needs to import 3.5
million tons yearly. At $600 per ton, 3.5 million tons is
$2.28 billion. That’s conservative.

World rice supplies are tlghtemng for two reasons
- one, India, the world’s- biggest rice exporter, has
restricted exports; and two, El Nifio, which means
drought. Philippine rice production is dependent
on water — from irrigation and rainfall. Rainfall is
equivalent to one harvest season, or up to athird of a
farmer’s palay output.

The government claims the lowest unemployment
rate —3.6 percent in November 2023, or an unbelievable
only 1.8 million people jobless. Government defines
an employed person as an adult (above 15) and one
who has worked for at least one hour in the past three
weeks when government conducted the survey.

Soif you have no work and your mom sends youon
an errand, to be paid with a tip; to buy patis or vinegar
or detergent or a kilo of rice at a nearby store and it
took you one hour because of traffic, you are consid-
ered employed. You have lowered unemployment.

On the other hand, you are not considered unem-
ployed even if you have no job — if you are not look-
ing for a job. Like housewives. Or you have stopped
looking for work because you got exasperated because
the job you want is simply not avaﬂable Gover?n'lent
counts you as not part of the labor force. Government's
problem is solved. Your problem of no work? That
remains your problem.

Actually, 70 percent of 115 million Filipinos are 15
arid above. That's 80 million. That is our labor force.
Government, however, counts only 64 percent of 115
million as the actual labor force, or 73.6 million. And of
that, only less than two million are jobless. Amazmg
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gri group warns vs Charter change

. BYJANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL .

N agricultural group is warning that

proposed changes to the Constitution or

harter Change (Cha-cha) will expose

14.2 million hectares of alienable and disposable

public lands to full foreign ownership, posing
threats to farmers’ livelihood.

“As if the 50-year allowable lease
period to foreign investors stipu-
lated in Republic Act 7652 or the
Long-Term Lease of Private Lands
by Foreign Investors is not enough,

Marcos Jr's Cha-chawill allow full
ownership of lands by foreign
entities,” Kilusang Magbubukid ng
Pilipinas (KMP) Chairman Danilo
Ramos said on Monday.

He added that suggested revi-
sions in the economic provisions
of the 1987 Constitution, such as
in Sections 2, 3, 7, 10 and 11 of
Article XII; Section 4 of Article XIV;

and Section 11 of Article XVI, all-

involved foreign ownership.

In addition to land ownership,
Ramos said that proponents of
the proposed Cha-cha contend
that the Constitution’s restrictive
and protectionist clauses should
be removed, allowing foreign
enterprises to acquire complete
ownership of private assets, con-
gressional franchises, educational

institutions, media outlets and
essential public utilities.

“Marcos Jr's Cha-cha will only
equate to the wanton plunder of
our remaining land and natural
resources,” said Ramos.

Instead of focusing on land devel-
opment to improve the local agricul-
ture industry, he added, “Cha-cha
will allow more foreign-owned ex-
tractive industries, logging, ecotour-
ism, real estate projects, expansion
of agro-corporation plantations, and
other business operations intended
for profit-making”

KMP added that 100 percent

foreign ownership of lands would -

likely threaten farmers through land
grabbing, opportunistic land pur-
chases, land banking and land sales.

Ramos emphasized that this
could lead to widespread displace-
ment of farmers and Indigenous
people, imposition of higher
land rents, increased hardships
for farmers, cessation of farming
activities, land misuse, and the
erosion of agricultural livelihoods.

“In general, the proposed Charter
change threatens the overall food
security and self-sufficiency, as well

as the livelihoods of the Filipino |

people. It is anticipated to lead,to

‘widespread hunger, potential fam-

ines, loss of livelihoods, and an ex-
acerbation of poverty,” said Ramos.
Speaker Ferdinand Martin Ro-
mualdez earlier said that the
House of Representatives would
study how to amend the Constitu-
tion to attract more foreign invest-
ments into the Philippines.
In December 2023, Romualdez
said that revisiting the Constitu-
tion this year and easing its proyi-
sions limiting foreign ownership’
in certain industries in the Philip-
pines was timely. .

Page of



NEW DELHI- Indla does not
plan to import wheat and its farm-
ers are likely to harvest a bumper
crop that will boost stockpiles
in the wotld’s second-biggest
producer of the staple, the trade
minister said on Saturday.
“Ground repotts indicate that
the ctop is quite good and this
year’s production is cxpected ata
record 114 million metric tons,”
Piyush Goyal told reporters.
India banned wheat exports
in 2022 after output was cut-

tailed due to a heat wave, but
more recently overseas sales

picked up as Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine sent global prices
to multi-year highs.

The government has sold

around 6 million metric tons of

wheat to local bulk buyers since
June. 1, when the state-run Food
Corporation of India started sell-
ing the grain from its warehouses.

Despite selling wheat from
its granariés, inventories at state
warehouses are hkely to remain
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SAYS TRADE MINISTER
~ India has no plans yet to import wheat

Workers sift wheat before filling in sacks at the market yard of the Agrlculfure Product Marketing Committee (APMC) on the

outskirts of Ahmedabad. (Reuters Photo)

above the target of 7.46 million
metric tons fixed for April 1, when
a new marketing year starts, a top
government official said earlier
this month.

The country’s wheat stocks at
state warehouses stood at 16.47

million metric tons as of Jan. 1,
the lowest since 2017.
Goyal said India would for now
continue with its export curbs on
wheat, rice and sugar.
“We are committed to protect-
ing both consumers’ and farmers’

interests,” he said.

India, also the world’s second-
biggest tice producer, last year
banned overseas shipments of
non-basmati white rice. And New
Delhi has also stopped mills from

exporting sugar this year. - Reuters
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