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By Julie M. Aurelio
@JMAurelioINQ

Agriculture officials are “al-
most done” with the working
draft of the country’s pro-
posed five-year rice trade
agreement with Vietnam,
which they hope will be
signed during President Mar-
cos’ state visit to Hanoi later
this month.
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Department of Agriculture

(DA) Secretary Francisco Tiu

Laurel Jr. gave the assurance on
Tuesday following his meeting
with the President.

“We were given instructions
by the President [in December]
to draft and finalize the mem-
orandum of agreement with
Vietnam so that it can be signed
when he goes on a state visit to
Vietnam by the end of January.
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- INPREPARATION FOR PRESIDENT’S HANOI VISIT FROM JA|

- DAAPPLIES FINISHING TOUCHES TO PHVIETNAM RICEDEAL

We have the working draft; it’s
almost done,” he said during a
briefing in Malacanang.

Mr. Marcos will go on a

three-day state visit to the Viet-

namese capital from Jan. 29 to
Jan. 31 to meet with Vietnam-
ese President Vo Van Thuong
and boost bildteral ties between
their countries.

Manila and Hanoi have
agreed to finalize a rice trade
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agreement, which involves

T | . .
Vietnam exporting rice to the
Philippines to ensure its neigh-
bor’s food security.

Rice supply guarantee
Asked for details on the

rice trade deal, Laurel said:
“Basically it guarantees that
they will be supplying rice to
us even in calamity situations.
That is part of our food safetv.
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That is good for us.”

The agriculture secretary
also assured the public of a
sufficient rice supply in the
country based on inventories
made in December and early
this month.

Laurel said the Philippines
recorded an ending rice stock
of 20 million tons at the end
of last year and it was eyeing
a similar volume for 2024 in
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preparation for El Nino, a cli-
mate pattern associated with
warmer and drier conditions.

“As far as supply is con-
cerned, we have enough supply
of rice. We have healthy stocks
of rice for December and Janu-
ary, and there’s additional rice
coming. But prices are hard to
predict because world prices of
rice are going up because of El
Nino.” he added. ma
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DA still far from
being ‘data-driver’

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.

on Tuesday admitted that the government still
lacked the necessary data to use as the basis for
its programs for farmers and fishiermen. This is
the biggest challenge in fulfilling President Mar-
cos’ directive to develop a “data-driven informa-
tion system” for the sector to avoid supply gluts
that cause wastage of agricultural commodi- E

ties. —STORY BY MELVIN GASCON
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DA must be ‘data-driven’
to curb cycles of glut, scarcity

By Melvin Gascon
@melvingasconINQ

President Marcos on Tuesday
ordered the Department of
Agriculture (DA) to develop a
“data-driven information sys-
tem” for every planting season
to address the overproduction
of agricultural products in the
market, according to the Presi-
dential Communications Office.

In a press briefing, Agricul-
ture Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jr. admitted the govern-
ment still lacked the necessary
data to use as basis for its pro-
grams, such as the peso value
of excess agricultural products
lost to wastage.

“Well, as for the study of the
statistics, that has really been
my problem from the start.
As I have already said in my
first-ever presscon, we actually
don’t have the data to quantify
the total [amount of losses],” he
told reporters.

While Laurel lamented the
lack of official government data
on the losses due to oversup-
ply, he said that based on his
firsthand experience, the agri-
cultural sector usually suffers
a 30-percent loss in income due
to wastage from the lack of fa-
cilities along the supply chain.

The DA chief said he was
surprised to get the same data
after talking with a farmer from
Benguet on Friday at the Food
Terminal Inc. (FTI) trading
complex in Taguig.

“I was surprised that he said
the same thing that was on my

Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.

mind when I asked ‘How much
of your produce is lost [to wast-
age| as it reaches Metro Manila
markets?' He answered ‘one ton,
roughly 30 percent,” Laurel said.

A data-driven agricultur-
al system can also prevent the
frequent shortages in commod-
ities such as rice, sugar, meat,
garlic and onion that has affect-
ed Filipino consumers.

3-year food security plan

Laurel and other DA offi-
cials met with President Mar-
cos in Malacafiang on Tuesday
morning to present the agen-
cy's three-year plan for the
country’s agricultural sector,
with the main thrust of ensur-
ing food security.

The “Para sa Masaganang
Bagong Pilipinas” program, ac-
cording to Laurel, included digi-
talization aimed at uplifting the
agri-fisheries sector by equip-
ping decision-makers, farmers,
food producers and consumers

with accessible technology and
advanced tools.

During the meeting, the Pres-
ident told agriculture officials
that farmers should be equipped
with the “necessary information”
to limit their production of agri-
cultural products to those that
could be sold in the market.

“It's another part of da-
ta-driven decisions that we give
to the farmers, the producers—
on what is marketable: at this
time, this season,” he said.

“This way, we will no longer
be hearing the news that our
farmers have over-produced,
or that they cannot sell their
produce and have just either al-
lowed it to rot or given it away,”
the President added.

DA officials agreed, saying
that with “accurate, real-time
data, stakeholders can make
smarter, data-driven decisions
and efficiently manage emergen-
cies and day-to-day operations.”

The World Bank earlier not-
ed that improving the collection
and use of data and harnessing
the power of digital tools would
enable small farmers to increase
efficiency and promote equity,
pointing out that data-driven
digital agriculture would im-
prove crop yields, reduce waste,
support transparent pricing,
lower costs, and strengthen
farm resilience, among others.

No cash aid
Aside from causing loss-
es to farmers, the problem of
overproduction is also straining
the government's resources,

and Laurel projected that the
DA would be able to provide a
solution to the vegetable glut
only “in 13 to 14 months” with
the establishment of more cold
storage facilities.

Laurel admitted that the DA
lacked the immediate response
to help farmers deal with the
current oversupply of vegeta-
bles and crop pests.

“As of now, we have no aid
for [our farmers] because tech-
nically there’s no fund to help
them,” he said, referring to
farmers who were reported to
have been throwing away their
produce due to overproduction.

The DA chief clarified that
they have drawn up a list of pos-
sible interventions that would
help farmers, but these would not
involve the giving of financial aid.

“As much as possible, we
are trying to find ways to help
them, of course. I think that is
the job of the government. But
as of the moment, our team at
the DA’s trying to figure out
what we can give them, and as
far as cash ayuda (aid) is con-
cerned, I am actually not a be-
liever in that,” he said.

“I'd rather give [them] farm
implements [such as] seeds, fer-
tilizer, or something else. But
definitely, we will try our best
to help because that’s our man-
date,” Laurel added.

He expressed optimism that
the planned establishment of
‘cold storage facilities to go with
the addition of more Kad-
iwa stores would help ad- =
dress the problem faced by A

DA MIIST BE‘DATA-DRIVEN TO CURB CYGLES OF GLUT, SCARCITY

farmers when they have excess
produce.

“Whenever we have inci-
dents like that, it's either the
farmers store their excess
production—and that's subsi-
dized by the government—or
it could be arranged that the
government buys those excess

products at a certain price to
be distributed through Kadi-
wa,” he said.

* But even with the planned
interventions, Laurel was cau-
tious about making projections
on the impact that these would
have on the country’s food se-
curity, such as lowering the
cost of rice.

“The price of rice depends
on the world market. But as-

suming everything is stable
and the country would not be
hit by calamities or all of that,
hopefully, at least that would
cause a 5-percent reduction in
prices,” he said.

The P20-a-kilo rice, which
was a campaign promise of
President Marcos, remains “an
aspiration, a target,” Laurel
noted.

He also called on local gov-

ernment units to help solve the
oversupply problem as part of
their devolved functions, and
their personnel guiding farm-
ers in planning their produc-
tion.

The DA also aims to create
more water-impounding facil-
ities and set up solar-powered
irrigation systems to help mit-
igate the impact of the oncom-
ing El Nifno phenomenon. ma
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DA to build more Taguig cold storage facilities

By CATHERINE TALAVERA
The Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) plans to construct

more cold storage facilities at

the Food Terminal Inc. (FTT) in

Taguig City as part of its strat-

egy to address overproduction

and minimize post-harvest

losses of agricultural products,

particularly vegetables and

e gy

‘crops at a 1.3-hectare section
of tHfe FTI property. '

'other high-value crops. s

In a statement yesterday,
Agriculture Secretary Fran-
‘cisco Tiu Laurel Jr. shared his

plan of constructing a chiller

warehouse dedicated to veg-
etables and other high-value  said.

. processing plant and trading

area, and prioritize farmers’
produce for buffer stocking.
“The project will cost
million and will require 12
months to complete,” the DA

-

Laurel s;aid half of the ware-

. house would be allocated to

Laurel said the facility - the coil system, while the other

would be equipped with a half of

e facility would be

B~

evaporator type. :
In a briefing with FTI of-
ficials, Laurel acknowledged
the problem of the time to time
oversupply of tomatoes and

~cabbage. :
“That's why there is a need
to immediately putup storage
in the FTI. My direction is to
build a network for chilled cold

storage systems,” Laurel said.

The Agriculture
chief also told FTI

officials to purchase excess
produce of farmers and sup-
ply them to Kadiwa centers.

“1f there is overproduction,
instead of throwing it away,
the FTI should buy it sowe can
put it in the Kadiwa program,”
he said in Filipino.

“The plan s also to strength-
en the Kadiwa program of the
DA. I plan to bring back the
Kadiwa to the FTI after two
years,” he said.

Laurel highlighted the de-
partment’s plan to centralize
all agriculture logistics man-
agement matters, including
FTI, to the soon-to-be-formed
logistics office of the DA.

“T will move all the cold
storage of the DA to the logis-
tics office, which will conduct
research and inventory of all
facilities within the Philip-
pines to ensure synchroniza-
tion,” he said.
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Tiu Laurel admitted that there is no
accurate data to quantify farm losses and
that the 30 percent estimate was based on
his experience in the business sector as
owner of a cold chain logistics company.

According to Tiu Laurel, the country is
losing about 12.7 to 15 percent of its rice
production or about 450,000 tons per year
because of the lack of post-harvest facility.

“No major post-harvest facility was
funded by the government in the last 40
years; only small ones, piecemeal which
is actually irrelevant or useless, what a
waste. So, that's why we need really to
fund these projects but we cannot build
small, we have to build bigger,” the agri-
culture chief said. '

“Let’s not say no investment —it's like
minimal investment... I cannot say there
is none but the effect of the investment in
the past administrations is insignificant.
I’m not privy to the direction of the past
administrations, but for me, [just can say
it was a wasted opportunity.”

In post-harvest facilities alone, P93
billion is needed in the next three years
to save P10.7 billion annually on wasted
rice and corn, he said.

“For cold storage, my budget this year
is only P1 billion so I will focus all of that
on four cold storage (facilities) to address
that vegetable issue; but that can only
cover part of Luzon. So, if we try to solve
the problem as soon as possible, assum-
ing 2025... I need additional P5 billion to
address the vegetable cold storage issue
of the whole nation,” the DA secretary
added.

Tiu Laurel said the government would
be building a 5,000-pallet position cold
storage for high-value crops and veg-
etables to serve cooperatives and farmers
and address the oversupply problem.

He said the issue should also be ad-
dressed by local governments since the
function related to agricultural workers
has been devolved to them.

Modernization

" The DA has revealed its three-year
plan aimed at making the agriculture

and fisheries sectors a viable investment

option, aligned with the goal to modern-
ize the sector.
Tiu Laurel unveiled before Cabinet

members yesterday his plan to increase
agricultural productivity, lower food cost,
ensure food security and make farming
and fisheries a more bankable investment
alternative.

“Qur goal is to modernize Philippine
agriculture to spread benefits across the
entire value chain,” he said.

To achieve this vision, Tiu Laurel
laid out a three-year plan that involves
expanding and improving available
agri-fishery areas to increase production
as well as mechanize and modernize ag-
riculture and fishery production systems.

The plan also seeks to develop post-
harvest systems and infrastructure as well
as efficient logistics systems for input and
production output.

He said the multi-year program on
post-harvest facilities will cost around
P93 billion, which could be recovered in
under nine years.

He added that the DA will appoint an
assistant secretary for logistics to help
optimize costs for everyone involved
in the value chain, from producers to
consumers.

" The agriculture chief pointed out that
its program to digitize DA operations
seeks to uplift the agri-fisheries sector
by equipping decision makers, food pro-
ducers and consumers with accessible
technology and advanced tools.

Moreover, the DA chief is also looking
at pushing legislative reforms to update
certain laws and regulations that will al-
low the agency to better respond to chal-
lenges facing the farm and fisheries sector.

Galunggong price going down

The DA is expecting the prices of ga-
lunggong or local round scad to go down
in March because of the end of the closed
fishing season this month.

Speaking to Malacafiang reporters yes-
terday, Tiu Laurel noted that the season of
galunggong fishing in the Philippines is from
March to June. “The catch won'tbe thatmuch
by the lifting (of the closed fishing season)
by February. But by March, I expect prices to
drop,” he said in Filipino. “If the price is P200,
(perkilo) now, itmay decrease to P150, P130.”

Data from the DA showed that prices of
galunggong ranged from P200 to P320 per
kilogram as of Jan. 15, while imported ga-
lunggong was from P180 to P260 per kilo.

— With Romina Cabrera,
Catherine Talavera
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EDITORIAL

‘Going to waste

By the estimates of the
Department of Agriculture,
up to 30 percent of crops
go to waste due to poor
logistics. Cordillera farmers
will probably say the’
percentage is much higher;
they recently had to sell

-their highland vegetables.

at a loss or simply give the
crops away after farmgate
prices hit rock bottom amid
a flood of imports. ;
New Agriculture Secre-*
tary Francisco Tiu-Laurel
said the country also loses
from 12.7 to 15 percent of
- its annual rice production
— about 450,000 metric tons
— due to the lack of post-
Jharvest facilities. In the past
40 years, Laurel said, the
government has not funded
any major post-harvest fa-
cility. Laurel stressed the
need to invest “heavily” in
such facilities to cut agri-
cultural losses and reduce
prices of commodities. He
estimates that adequate
logistics services can mean
from 10 to 15 percent lower

retail prices for vegetables

and high-value crops.

Perhaps Laurel, who ran
a major fishing business
and cold chain logistics
firm before he joined the
government, can actually
do something about these
problems beyond talkmg
about them, which is large-
ly what several administra-
tions have done.

With a budget of P1 bil-

lion for this year for-cold

storage, Laurel says the

DA can build four such .

facilities for vegetables
and high-value crops, all
of them in Luzon. He es-
timates that P5 billion is
needed to set up cold chain

facilities in other parts of

the country that can be op-
erational by next year. He
sees no immediate solution
to the problem of overpro-
duction and says there is no
cash aid or ayuda available
for farmers affected by the

glut in cabbage, carrots and

other crops..
Laurel says he is no be-
liever in cash dole-outs and

‘instead prefers to distrib-

ute seeds and fertilizers
to farmers. Unveiling his
department’s three-year
plan yesterday, he said it

includes investing in post- |
harvest facilities particular-

ly for rice and corn, expand-
ing agriculture and fishery
areas and modernizing the
agri-fishery production

system. He said President

Marcos also wants a data-
driven information system

for keeping track of agricul-

ture production.

Such measures have been
discussed for many years
now. With all the problems

“involving agricultural pro-
duction that the nation

faces, it’s time to move be-
yond talk.
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DA: 30% of agri

produce wasted due
to poor logistics system 1«

currently has no accurate data to
quantify the said losses in agricul-
tural produce.

“Wala tayong accurate data to
quantify the total kung Ilan ba tala-
ga. I got the 30 percent actually from
my own experience in the business
sector, having run a cold chain lo-
gistics company before (We do not
have accurate data to quantify the
total and get an accurate figure. I
got the 30 percent actually from my
own experience in the business sec-
tor, having run a cold chain logistics
company before),” he said.

Data-driven decisions
Underscoring the importance of
data, President Marcos said farm-
ers should be equipped with the
necessary information to limit the
production of agricultural products
that are only sellable in the market.
He stressed the need to give

farmers the technical know-how for
them to better decide what to plant
in every season.

“It’s another part of data-driven
decisions that we give to the farm-
ers, the producers. Kung. ano ang
mabenta (What is in demand) at
this time, this season,” President
Marcos said. “So that hindi natin
maririnig yung mga balita na nag-
over produce, hindi mabenta, nabu-
bulok na lang, pinamimigay na lang
(So that we would no longer hear
news of over production, unsold and
spoiled produce, and products just
given away).”

Laurel said that with accurate
and real-time data, stakeholders
can make smarter, data-driven
decisions and efficiently manage
emergencies and day-to-day op-
erations.

This would also pave the way
toward a resilient sector that thrives

LT
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in the modern, digital world, Laurel
said. ‘

It was recalled that upon his
appointment, Laurel said he was
planning to revive the Bureau of
Agricultural Statistics (BAS) in
order to establish critical sectoral
data and information required for
developing timely and appropriate
policies to develop the local agri-
culture sector.

During the sectoral meeting,
President Marcos also pushed for the
upgrade of the processing of goods
as well as to develop the necessary
facilities so farmers will gain more
value for their products.

Laurel said the DA will build
5,000 pallet position cold storage
for high-value crops, which include
vegetables, to address wastage.

The DA chief also presented to the
chief executive a three-year plan for

~ the country’s agricultural sector to

ensure food security.

- The plan includes the digitaliza-
tion aimed at uplifting the agri-fish-
eries sector by equipping decision-
makers, farmers, food producers?‘
and consumers with accessible tech-
nology and advanced tools. (With a
report from Betheena Unite)
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Rice supply sufficient

Marcos expected

to sign supply

deal with Vietnam

By BETHEENA UNITE and RAYMUND ANTONIO

here is a sufficient rice
supply in the country
based on the inventories
made in December and

January, Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Laurel Jr. said.

“As far as supply is concerned,
we have enough supply of rice—
December, medyo healthy ang
ating stocks (our stocks are quite

healthy). January is healthy, there’s
additional rice coming,” Laurel
said in Palace briefing on Tuesday,
Jan. 16. “But as far as the price is
concerned, it is difficult to predict.
Ang problema iyong world price is

tumataas eh ‘no dahil sa El Nifio

(The problem is the world price

which is rising due to El Nifio).”
The DA chief pointed out that

even rice-producing coun-

tries like Thailand and Viet- P> B
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Rice supply sufficient 1«

nam also experience high rice prices.
“Rice prices in Thailand, which is
a major nce-producmg country, and

Vietnam are also rising as of the mo-

ment, Even in Malaysia and Indonesia.
prices are rising. So, we have to re-
ally manage the situation and we are
looking at it on a day-to-day basis,”
Laurel said.

The country has an ending rice
stock of 20 million tons last year and
it is eyeing for a similar volume this
year because of the possible effects
of the El Nifio phenomenon that is
forecast to persist until April, Laurel
further said.

Rice deal with Vietnam

Laurel also bared that President
Marcos is expected to sign a memo-
randum of agreement (MOA) with
Vietnam during his state visit there
later this month to ensure the unim-
peded supply of rice to the country.

“We were given instruction when
we were in the ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) meeting in
Japan by the President to draft, finalize
the MOA with Vietnam so that dunng

- the trip this end of January, a state

visit to Vietnam, it can be signed and
we already have the working draft and
almost done,” he told reporters.

‘The Agriculture chief also ex-
plained the gist of the agreement with
Vietnam.

“It basically guaj:antees us that
they will be supplying us rice, con-
tinuously supplying us rice even in
calamity situation,” Laurel said. “So,
that’s part of our food safety. So, that’s
good for us.”

The official likewise revealed that
“there was no real agreement” with
Indonesia on the importation of rice.

In September 2023, Marcos wel-

comed Vietnam’s offer of a five-year

rice supply deal to stabilize the coun-
try’s rice stock. ;

This happened during the bilateral
meeting between the President and
Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham
Minh Chinh on the sidelines of the 43rd
ASEAN Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia.

As of May 2023, the Philippines
imported some 1.5 million tons of rice,
amounting to $772.4 million, from
Vietnam.
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

HE Department of Agriculture (DA) aims
to increase productivity, lower food costs,
ensure food security, and make farming and
fisheries bankable investment alternatives in three
years, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel

Jr. said Tuesday.

Laurel said that the DA would
invest heavily in postharvest facili-
ties to enhance product recovery and
lower the prices of rice and com.

He said the government would
need P93 billion to build posthar-
vest facilities in the next three years
to save rice and corn wastage.

“We're losing about 12.7 to 15
percent of our rice production
due to lack of postharvest facility.
So, we need P93 billion for the
harvest facilities for rice and corn,
For the cold storage, my budget
this year is only P1 billion, so we
will focus on four cold storage to
address that vegetable issue — but
that can only cover part of Luzon,”
Laurel said.

“So, if we try to solve the prob-
lem as soon as possible, assuming
2025... I need additional P5 bil-
lion to address the vegetable cold

storage issue of the whole nation.
How to get the money... I'm still
new at the government, so I'm
still trying to figure that out also,”
he added.

The DA chief said a postharvest
facility would soon rise in Dingras,
Ilocos Norte, which can store 120
metric tons (MT).

The DA plans to-build similar
facilities in Concepcion, Tarlac;
Dumangas, Iloilo; and Musuan
Maramag, Bukidnon.

Under the Masagana Agri-Food
Infrastructure Modernization
(Mafim) program of the National
Food Authority, the government
will build 196 dryers, 48 silos, 221
warehouses, 57 rice mills, 24 corn
mills and 638 handling equip-
ment all over the country.

“We also have a very big moye
on the logistics — 30 percent of

Date; JPTN-

< 74)‘21_&

Page: As

M Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu-Laurel Jr, CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

our produce, especially of veg-
etables, is gone because of wast-
age, because of the poor logistics
system in our food supply chain,”
Laurel said.

“If we can lessen or hopefully
almost eliminate those losses, that
will be equivalent to at least 10 to
15 percent less cost on vegetables

and high-value crops like fruits,”
he added.

In addition, Laurel said he in-
tends to reorganize DA to make it
less regulatory.

Laurel said the DA would also ap-
pointan assistant secretary forlogistics
to help optimize costs for everyone
involved in the value chain, from

producers down to consumers.

“This initiative involves stream-
lining transportation, distribution,
and management processes for in-
puts and outputs, aimingto achieve
a sustainable and cost-effective agri-
cultural system,” he added.

Last December, President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. directed the

i production

DA to report on the status of the
construction of cold storage facili-
ties and provision of postharvest
facilities by January 2024, focus-
ing on its implementation.

The DA established 268 cold
chain facilities nationwide as of
November last year.

By June 2028, the DA aims
to complete 47 additional cold

~ chain facilities.

Data-driven

President Marcos on Tuesday
ordered the DA to implement a
data-driven information system in
every planting season to address
overproduction.

In a meeting with DA officials
in Malacanang, Marcos said farm-
ers should be provided with the

information they need to limit the

production of agricultural goods
that are only marketable.

“It's another part of data-driven de-
cisions that we give to the farmers, the
producem Kung ano ang mabenta
(What s in demand) at this time, this
season,” the President said.

Marcos also stressed the need to
give farmers the technical know-
how to help them pick what to
plant each season.
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Poultry from Ohio,
California banned

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) has imposed a temporary
ban on the importation of poultry
products from Ohio and Califor-
nia in the United States follow-
ing avian influenza or bird flu
outbreaks. :

In a memorandum order, Ag-

rculture Secetary Francisco Tiu

Laurel Jr. said restricting the entry
of domestic and wild birds and
-their products from the two states
was necessary to prevent the

spread of the highly pathogenic -

avian influenza (HPAI), particu-
larly the H5NT subtype.

“The rapid spread of H5N1
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI) in the United States of
America in a short period of time
since its first laboratory detection
necessitates a wider coverage of
trade restriction to prevent the
entry of HPAI virus and protect the
health of the local poultry popula-
tion,” he said. :

Reports submitted by the United
States Department of Agriculture
to the World Organization for
. Animal Health in December 2023
confirmed outbreaks of bird flu in
California and Ohio.

In line with this, the importa-
tion of domestic and wild birds,

and their products, including
poultry meat, day-old chicks, eggs
and semen have been prohibited
until further notice.

'The processing, evaluation and
issuances of sanitary and phyto-
sanitary import clearances were
also suspended.

Shipments already in transit
and were slaughtered or produced
14 days before the first bird flu
outbreak in the locality will be al-
lowed. The first bird flu outbreak
in California was recorded on Nov.
20, 2023. For Ohio, it was Nov.
21, 2023.

Data from the DA’s Bureau of
Animal Industry showed that
the US shipped 149.46 million
kilograms (kg) of poultry meat
to the Philippines from January
to November 2023. This was 37.9
percent of the total poultry im-
ports last year.

In terms of the overall meat
imports, the US was the country’s
second-top source, delivering
about 203.48 million kilos.

Brazil remained as the biggest
supplier of meat imports, ship-
ping 369.38 million kg or 33.11
percent of the country’s total meat
imports.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos, Jr. is expected to sign a five-
year rice supply agreement with
Vietnam when he visits that
country later this month, Agri-
culture ‘Secretary mﬁ‘mwam‘*
‘Laurel, Jr. said.

The pmposed deal ensures
a reliable supply of rice from
Vietnam even when supply is
constrained, Mr. Laurel said at a
Palace briefing. i

“It basically guarantees us that.
they will be continuously sup-
plying us rice, even ina calamlty
situation,” he said. )

Mr. Marcos in September said
Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham

Minh Chinh had proposed the -

 five-year rice supply deal on: the
sidelines of the 43 Association of
Southeast Asian Nations Summit
in Indonesia in September. :
“There was an agreement to
draft a memorandum of agree-

BusinessWorld

Date: JPN- =

0wy

Page: q/&[

1)

LIBRARY

i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

ment (MoA) or memorandum of
understanding and we were given
instructions (by the President)

~ when we were in the ASEAN

meeting in Japan to draft, finalize
the MoA with Vietnam,” Mr. Lau-

~ rel said, “so that during his trip at
_'the end of January, the state visit-

to Vietnam, it will be signed.”

The Philippines imported 3.5

million tons of rice last year.

Mr. Laurel described the

supply of rice in December as
“healthy,” due to the expected ar-
rival of imports to bridge the pe-
riod of scarcity between domestic
harvests.

But rice prices have been
increasing all over the region
mainly due to El Nifio, he noted.

“We have to:eally manage the

situation and'we are‘lool;mg at ‘iiv@ _

on a day-to-day basis” *

Mr. Laui'iel added-that?enswns&

between the ines and Chi-

S-yearrice supp
letna

[
-

na over territorial disputes have
had no impact on agricultural

* trade between the two countries.

“As of now, there is no impact.”
Mr. Laurel added that the Phil-

ippines hasbeen “shipping durian

to China and it looks promising.”
' The durian export deal was
signed during a state visit to
China in January. :
The Philippine pineapple in-
dustry is also heavily reliant on

_Chind, with Chinese imports of

Phxhppme pineapple up 22% year
on year in.the first seven months
of 2023.

Mr. Laurel said the Phi]ippi.nes
is seeking to address food security

by mitigating post-harvest losses.

Mr. Laurel said the ‘govern-

metg{wmll ne,gsl P9

ye ' ‘ftom golﬁg to waste.

ll.hon to - 9

“No major post-harvest facil-
ity was funded by the government

in the last 40 years,” he said, add-.
ing that any such projects were

“actually irrelevant or useless.”
“That’s why we need really to

fund these projects, but we cannot

build small, we have to build big-

ger,” adding that “mini” projects of |

‘limited scale have been ruled out. -

He said the Department of Ag-

riculture has a Pl-billion budget

this year to build cold storage for
vegetable produce, but the funds
“can only cover part of Luzon.

“If we try to solve the problem
as soon as bossible,_aésuming
2025... I need an additional P5
billion to address the vegetable
cold stora'ge issue of the entire

e said. “How to get

m&‘ﬁey" I'm still new at the

nent, so I'm still trying

tgpﬂgpre that out.” — Kyle
ere T. Atlenza
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DA sets 3-year program to prevent wastage, increase output

L BYJOO!INN MONTEMAYOR

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) is embarking on a three-year
“Para sa Masaganang Bagong
Pilipinas™ plan which will address
product Wastage and increase

§t the sectoral meet-

mg in Malacanang, yesterday said
the program entails the construc-
tion of 47 cold chain facilities until

2028 on top of the 268 completed

last year.

Laurcl said four chiller storages
worth P1 billion will be built in
either La Union or Baguio City, in

: ‘.'é 'ﬁﬁi‘ gmongp

Tagmg Czty, m Sa.nayh in Quezon, :

and in Occidental Mindoro.
Post-harvest facilities, each

with a capacity of 120 metric

tons, are being built in Dingras in

IHlocos Norte, in Conccpcion in
_ Tarlac; in Dumangas in Tloilo and

in Musuan Ma.ramag in Bukldnon,

Salthe DA wil build
pallet position cold storage fa-
cilities for high-value crops and
vegetables in coordination with
the farmers, farmer cooperatives
and local government units to help
address concerns on oversupply
of agricultural products especially
vegetables,

The cold storage facilities are
eyed for completion and operation
by _]unc next year.

P93B needed

Laurel said the government
will need P93 billion in the next

_three years to build post-harvest
facilities for rice and corn. .

He said these facilities will help
prevent a wastage of P10.7 billion
wortth of rice and corn a year. He
said at least 12.7 to 15 percent of
the rice produced yearly is wasted

due to lack of post-harvest facili- "

ties.
Laurel said the government\mll

also continue to try its best to reach

the P20 per kilo of rice promised
by Marcos during the presidential
campaign.

The additional cold storage and
post-harvest facilities are part of
DA’s three-year plan which also in-
cluded expanding agri-fishery areas
for increased production, modern-
izing agri and fishery production
systems, and infrastructure de-
velopment such as building more

ports and agri-industrial ports to -

improve the logistics system.

. Laurel intends to reorganize
DA to make it less regulatory
but developmental in regulations
and food safety.

No doleouts, ﬁshenes
code amendment

Laurel, in a press briefing mean-
while, said the DA has no bud-
get to provide assistance to veg-
etable farmers including the onion
growers, who have been affected
by the oversupply and wastage, and
pests, respectively.

He said the DA will come up
with a protocol in the next two
weeks but noted he does not be-
lieve in cash handouts. He said he
prefers the provision of agricul-
tural implements such as seeds and
fertilizers.

Laurel said the proposed
amendments to the Philippine

Fisheries Code and draft Executive |

Order on Strategic Agriculture and
Fisheries Development Zones was
also discussed during the sectoral
meeting with the focus on the |
Users of Municipal Waters (Sec-
tion 18).

The proposed amendment
would potentially allow commet-
cial fishing vessels to operate in
municipal waters at a depth of 35
meters or more,

He said the President empha-
sized the importance of identify-
ing major fishing grounds and

. of regulatly monitoring the status

See DA > Page A2
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of fisheries in collaboration with
local governments in light of the
proposed amendments to Sec-
tion 18.

Rice price a concern Lauxei also
assured the public supply of rice in
the country is “heathy” based on
the current inventories.

Laurel said supply would be
augmented by upcoming rice de-
liveries from overseas.

He said the country had an end-
ing rice stock of 20 million tons
last year and is eyeing a similar
volume this year.

Laurel said the prices of rice,
however, is a bit of a concern and

hardtop:ed:ctupemllymth El

Nxﬁo. {

He said even rice ptodncmg-

countries like Thailand and Vi-
emam are experiencing high rice

Asked about the status of
the Philippines’ five-year rice
agreement with Vietnam, Laurel
expressed hope the Memo-
randum of Agreement (MOA)
would be signed * during Presi-

‘dent Marcos’ trip to Vietnam

later this month.

' He said among the provisions
of the proposed MOA is the guar-
antee from Vietnam that it would
continue to supply the Philippines
with rice supply even during calam-
ity situations.

“So that is part of our food
safety. So that is good for us,”
hesaid.
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Imposition of SSG duties on importéd Indonesian coffee undergoes review

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
w@jearcalas

'I Y HE Department of Agri-

culture (DA) is reviewing
i the imposition of special
safeguard duties (SSG) on im-
ported coffee following the recent
bilateralmeetingbetween Manila
and Jakarta.

Agnculture Secretary Fram:ls-

‘co P. Tiu Laurel Jr. confirmed on

Tuesday that the DA is undertak- '

ing the necessary policy review
regarding the SSG on imported
" coffee products. =

“We are reviewing that po,”
_Laurel said in a news briefing at
Malacafang.

During his recent state visit
to the Philippines, Indonesian

President Joko Widodo sought

President Marcos Jr.'s help in re-
solving Indonesia’sissue with the
latter’s continued imposition of
SSG onimported coffee products.

The DAisthe concernedagency
when it comes to the imposition
of the trade remedy on involved
agricultural commodities like
coffee.

The Ph111ppines imposes a
price-based SSG on imported
coffee products, a mechanism it
started implementingin 2018 af-
ter the government sawa surge in
coffee imports, which are priced

way below the trigger price of

the country.
SSG duties is a trade mecha-

nism that a country can impose

on imported products tha‘t' fall-
below a so-called trigger price

by slappmg additional dutiesin |
- order to protect domestic out-

put against unfair market price
competition.

Indonesiawas one of the badly
hit trade-partners by the Philip-

' pines since it started imposing

the SSG onimported coffee prod-
ucts, resulting in lower imports

since 2019. °
InMarch 2023, the Philippines
maintained that it continued

~ slapping SSG on imported cof-

fee products, part1cularly1nstant

. coffee, as long as the items are

below the country’s trigger price

‘toextendnecessary protectxon to

local farmers.

The country’s instant coffee

imports from January to Oc-
tober 2023 declined by about
11.73 percent to 138.898 metric
tons from 157.366 metric tons
recorded volume in the same
10-month period of 2022, accord-
ing to the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA).

PSA datashowed thatthevalue
of instant coffee imports during

the reference period fell by 10.2
percentyear-on-year to $422.509
million from $470.748 million.

Indonesia was the Philip-
pines's top supplier of instant
coffee during the 10-month pe-
riod with a total shipment volume
of 121.51 metric tons valued at
$332.48 million, according to
the PSA ;
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DA chief sees flat rice output growth
for PHL in 2023 amid F1 Nifio threat

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
w@sam_medenilla

HE Department of

Agriculture (DA) expects

a flat growth in rice output
this year due rising incidents of
droughts caused by El Nifio.

Manila is now set to finally sign
' anew memorandum of agreement
(MOA) with Hanoi during the up-

comingvisitof President Ferdinand
R.MarcosJr. to Vietnam to guaran-
tee the country’s rice supply during

such calamity.

Despite ongoing government
efforts to sustainandboost food
production this year, DA Sec-

‘retary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel

Jr. said the country is expected
to produce the same amount of
“healthy stock” of rice in 2023
by the end of the year.

“Technically, if I am not mis-
taken, our [rice] production for
[2023] is 20 million tonsand 2024
[production] should be almost the
same due to El Nifio,” Laurel saidin
anews conference in Malacafiang
on Tuesday.

To ramp up food production,
Laurel said theyare eyeing to build
more waterimpoundingareasand

facilitiesaswellasinstall more so-
lar power irrigation in more areas
as soon as possible.

The government will also tap
imports to ensure national food
security during the challenging
times.

Laurelannounced that theyare
almost done in drafting the five-
year supply deal with Vietnam,
which was firstannounced during
the 43rd Asean Summit in Indo-
nesia last September.

He said they were instructed
by the President to complete the
draft before his next state visit
to Vietnam in the coming weeks.

“[It] basically guarantees us
that they will be supplying rice,

_even in a calamity situation. So

that is part of our food safety. So
that is good for us,” Laurel said.

The government is currently
trying to implement measures to
secure the country’s food supply
during the first half of the year
amid the worsening impact of El
Nifio, which is expected to cause
higher global food prices.

He noted rice prices have in-
creased in major rice producing
countries like Thailand, Vietnam
as well as Malaysia and Indonesia

. due to effects of El Nifio.

“So, we have to really manage
the situation and we are look-
ing at it on a day-to-day basis,”
Laurel said.
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More cold storage sites planned

By Joel dela Torre
THE government is looking
forward to buildmore cold stor-

age facilitiesas partofabroad-

erstrategy toaddress overpro-
duction and at the same time

oint as he bared the plan to

ave these spaces at the Food
Terminal in Taguig City that
will serve as storage area for
agri harvests. - :

] 3 tl-us

FTI is a government firm
under the DA.
. “Angimmediate problemna
nakikita ko ay iyong oversup-
ply from time to time ng toma-
toes and cabbage. Kaya dapat
magﬁyo tayo agad ng storage
sa FTI. Ang direction ko is to
build anetwork for chilled cold
storagesystems,” Secretary Tiu
Laurel said during a briefin,
wiﬁloﬁﬁcia]s_of_cl:‘lood’l' inal,
Inc. in Taguig City. ‘

Inthesggégdialty e, FT1offi-
cials were also encouraged by

the DA chief to purchase ex-
cess produce of farmers and
suppg!ﬁ‘lemtoKad.iwaoenters.
“Kungmay overproduction,
kaysaitapon, bilhinnalang ng
FTI, mailalagay panatiniyansa
Kadiwa program. The plan is
also to strengthen iyong Kadi-
wa programng DA. Planoko
ibalik sa FTI aélg Kadiwa aftré%
two years,” Tiu Laurel said.
" Partofthed ent’splan
he added, is to centralize all
agriculture logistics manage-
mentmatters, including FTI, to

the soon-to-be-formed Logis-
tics Office of the DA.
“Lahatngcoldstorageng DA,
ililipatko lahat salogistics office,
which will conduct researchand
inventory of all facilities within
thePhilippinestoensuresynchro-
nization,” Laurelexplained.
Itwillalsobe equipped with
a processing plantand trading
area,and will prioritize farmers’

_produce for buffer stocking.

The project will cost P500
million and require 12 months
to complete.
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 NATIONWIDE FiSH NEARLY 6% INDECEWBER

* By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Despite the temporary ban at
some ﬁshmg‘ @rbunder region-
al ports nationwide delivered

5.7 percent more fish supply in

December from the previous
- year’s volume, but retail prices
in Metro Manila hardly budged.
The Philippine Fisheries De-
velopment Authority (PFDA)
reported that fish unloading vol-
ume had reached 47,952.79 met-
ric tons (MT) last month, up from
45,355.24 MT in December 2022.

Although the volume in De-
cember was better than year-
ago level, it declined from the
49,718.43 MT output in Novem-
ber, the highest volume record-
ed by the PFDA in 2023. This
was due to the closed fishing
season in certain areas.

During the reference peri-
od, the temporary fishing ban
affected volume at fish ports in

' Navotas, Zamboanga and Sual

in Pangasinan.

Fishing season in the Visay-
an Sea and boanga Penin-
sula has been closed since Nov.

15, 2023 until Feb. 15 this year.

Meanwhile, fishing activities'

in Northeast Palawan had been
pIOhlblted from Nov. 1, 2023 to
Jan. 1 this year.

The government temporar-

ily bans activities at major fish-
ing grounds for a certain penod
annually to conserve various
marine species and address
overfishing and climate change
concerns.

But to make up for the an-
ticipated decline in supply due
to the closed fishing season,
the Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources had autho-
rized the importation of 35,000
MT of fish from end-October
and December last year.

' Meanwhile, retail prices of
fish in Metro Manila remained
almost the same in December
despite the slight increase in
supply.

Milkfish (bangus) retail pric-
es ranged from P140 to P240 per

‘kilogram compared with P18o

per kg in the same period a year
prior, while tilapia was priced
from P110 to P160 per kg versus
P140 per kg. ma
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panga Fish Port Complex landed
fish for the month, due to the
fishing season in the Zambo-
the PFDA reported.

g seasons a\lso affected the fish
angasman, which Ianded 32.9
themonth.

d fishing season occurs annually

f replenishing the population of
ding to the Bureau of Flshenes and
urces (BFAR).

nounced early last year that sar-

_ as banned between Nov. 15 and |
“eb. 15. coincided with the closed fishing |
T and 1, 7 in the Visayan Sea for small pelagic fish, in-

- cludmg sardines. :

~ Sardine fishing was also banned in northern

n  Palawan between Nov. 1 and Jan. 31, while a
_closed season for herring and mackerel in the |
Visayan Sea was declared between Nov. 15 and
Feb.15. — Adrian H.Halili
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_Presjro-

Dea: Editor,
Mev magandang balita
ang Department of Agricul-

turs. baka raw bumaba na
ang presyo ng galunggong
sz buwan ng Marso. Mula sa
P200 bawat kilo, posibleng
bumagsak ito'sa P150 hang-
gang sa P130 ang bawat
kilo. Sana nga magkatotoo.
Dati kasi,'ang mga Pino

para]l makatipid aa){ bumibili
na lamang ng galuhggong.
Peroa‘f:lnaz}li? pggang presyong
pang-mayaman na rin ang
GG, nagipilitan na lang ang
iba na bumili 'ng de-ata tu-
lad ng corned tuna. Kung
walang-wala talaga, instant
noodles na lang ang ulam.

; I IBRARY
i DEPT. = AGRICULTURE

ng galunggong

gong, mas mabuti pang bu-
mili ng dressed chicken.
Lagyan mo lang ng sayote
0 papaya at manghingi da-
hon ng malunggay sa kapit-
bahay, may. tinola ka.na.
Kung mas matipid na reka:
do, gawing adobo na lang.
Mas masarap namang mag-
}Jlan-ng manok kaysa s:} ga-
unggong. Ang hirap lang
kung puro manok, biro ng
iba ay baka tubuan ka ng
pakpak. Isa lang naman

ang gusto nating ipaliwan-,

ag, may opsyon pa rin kung
ﬁ:magm tipid sa pag-
kain ngayong panahon na
panay ang pagtaas ng pres-

* yo ng bilihin.
Sa'mahal ng galung- Concerned citizen
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bawat isa sa mahigit na dala-
wang milyong magsasaka ng
palay ay nakatanggap ng P5,000 na
ayuda mula sa gobyerno. Ax;g ayu
-da ay mula po sa sumobra sa P10 bxl-
yong koleksyon ng Bureau of Customs
(BOC) mula sa taripa na pmapat‘aw sa
imported na bigas.

Bago nagtapos ang taong 2023,

tawag na- Rice Tariffication Act, may
P10 bilyon na nilalaan para sa R.lce
Competitiveness Enhancement E
o RCEE Ito ay magmumula sa ko ek-
siyon ng taripa mula sa mga naaang-
kat na bigas.

Pinapatupad na rin po ang Cash
Assistance to Filipino Farmers Act na
kung saan nakasaad na ang sosobra

sa P10 bilyon na koleksyon mula sa

taripa ng unported rice ay direktang
dibibigay sa mga rice farmer bilang
cash assistance. Ang mga kuwalipika-
'dong makatanggap ng ayuda ay ang
mga nagsasaka ng mababa. sa dala—
wang ektaryang lupa.

yon ang koleksiyon kayalt pinag-
utos ng Pangulong Ferdinand “Bong-
' 'bong” Marcos Jr. na ipamahagi ito sa

mga magsasaka ng palay sa halagang

P5,000 kada benepisyaryo nitong hu-
lmg linggo ng Disyembre 2023.

Sa 2023, ang huling tala ay lumag-
pas na po na sa P25 bllyon ang na-
kolektang taripa mula sa rice imports,
kaya’'t makakatiyak muli na mabibig-
yan ng ayuda ang mga magsasaka ng

BALITA >
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B1gas

- palay sa 2024

_ Pero mas mahalaga po sa ayudang
binibigay sa mga magsasaka ay ang -
mga programang nasa ilalim ng P10
bilyong RCEF dahil ang popondohan

- nito ay mga pasilidad para maiimbak

ng maayos ang kanilang mga ani at
mga programa para sa pagpapalago
ng mga binhi. Bahagi rin ng RCEF ang
pondo para sa abot-kayang pautang
sa mga magsasaka at mga farmers’ co-
operatives, at pagbili ng modernong
agricultural equipment para’ gamitan
na ng mga makabagong makina at
teknolohiya ang pagtatamm at pag-

' aani ng palay.
Sa ilalim po kasi ng batas na tina-

Bukod diyan, naibahta na rin po
natin P31 bilyong pondo ang
National Rice Program (NRP) ng De-
partment of Agriculture (DA) nga-
yong taon sa ilalim ng pambansang
badyet sa 2024 ‘

Anghalagang ito ay mas mataas ng.

P600 milyon kaysa sa badyet para sa

NRP sa 2023, at halos doble'sa P15.78
b:lyon na inilaan noong 2022,

‘Sa P31 bilyong pondo ng NRP
ngayong 2024, malaki po ang inilaan
para sa irigasyon dah;l ang ir maafsahan
ay tatagal pa ang El Nifio' na mag-
dadala ng matinding tag-init. Mala=
ki rin po ang pondo para mapataas

: " ang ani at maproteksyunan ito mula -
Sa 2022, sumobra ng P127 bil-

2 dad Tinaas din ang-badyet sa ilalim -

sa peste at mga darating na kalami-

ng NRP para sa rrammg ng mga mag-
sasaka.

Ang pondo po sa NRP ay bukod
pa sa ibang national programs na na-
kasaad sa pambansang badyet para sa
mga magsasaka at mga proyektong
pang-agrikultura na ang magpopondo
ay mga lokal na pamahalaan.

Umaasa po tayong kung magtutu-
lungan ang DA at lahat ng ahensiyang.

may kinalaman sa pagpapataas ng
.produksyon ng bigas, maitatawid na-
tin ang pagsubok na dala ng El Nifio
ngayong taon.

Hindi rin po malayong matupad
na ang pangako ng Pangulong BBM
na maibenta sa mababang presyo na
P20 kada kilo ang bigas.

Ang susi po para matupad ang pa-

. ngakong ito-ay ang modernisasyon ng
sektor ng agrikultura sa bansa. Hindi
lamang po para sa produkto ng bigas,
kundi maging para sa iba ring produk-
to tulad ng gulay, prutas at iba pang
ani para naman po hindi mapag-iwa-
nan ang ibang mga magsasaka.

Tiwala po tayo na kung magaga-
‘mit nang maayos ang P31 bilyong
pondo para sa NRP at iba pang bad-
yet para sa agrikultura, ‘ay hindi la-
mang po bababa ang presye ng bigas
at iba pang pagkain kundi tataas rin

ang luta ngaﬁ@g mga magsasaks

B_aga_maitathala ang atmg kolum
ay nakatanggap tayo ng magandang
balita. Ang Bicol Saro Party-list 'po
‘ng inyong lingkod ay nasa Top 3 ng
mga“Best Perfonmng Party-list Repre-
“‘sentatives sa pinakahuling mdepen—
dent ‘Boses ng Bayan’ survey na isi-
‘nagawa ng RP-Mission and Develop-
‘ment l%undetlpn (RPMD) nbong De-
“cember 27 hanggang January 5. Na-
~kakuba po ang Bicol Saro ng mata-
as na 87.1 percent rating sa survey,
kaya’t tayo po ay masa 3rd place,
kasama ang 4Ps Party-list.

Dios mabalos po sa lahat ng aming
masusugid na mga tagasuporta.
‘Makakaasa po kayo na lalo pa naming
pagbubunhm ang aming paglilingkod
para maging maginhawa at ligtas ang
buhay ng ating mga kababayan Muli,

maraming salamat po!
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* PHGREW PHEAPPLEENPORTS BY 5% 2023, BUOYEDBY BSKCHNA ENAND FOR PREMUN FRUTS

Philippine pineapple exports
grew by 5 percent in 2023 as
shipments to China increased
in line with the projected up-
trend in global trade.

The Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAQ) estimated in
a report that the Philippines, the
world’s second largest supplier of
pineapples, had exported 611,873
metric tons (MT) of pineapple last
year, higher than 582,537 MT re-

corded a year prior.

“Industry sources report-

ed that imports of pineapples
from the Philippines to China
benefited from higher Chinese
demand for premium quality

pineapples,” the FAO said.

“In this regard, the long shelf
life, year-round production cy-
cle and attractive price to quality
ratio of the MD2 pipeapples, the
main variety cultivated in the

REEIR0Es TS *r T B
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Philippines, proved to be a partic-
ularly strong selling point,” it said.

Citing preliminary data from
January to July 2023, the country
grew its pineapple shipment to
China by 22 percent.

China is the leading con-
sumer of pineapples coming
from the archipelago, account-

ing for about 46 percent of

its overall pineapple exports.
—JORDEENE B. LAGARE INQ
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Phl pineapple exports grew by 5% in 2023

By CATHERINE TALAVERA

. Pineapple exports from the Philip-
ines are seen to have increased by
_ vggement last year, ac-cording tothe
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO).
Based on its latest major tropical
fruits market review, the FAO said
the country’s pineapple exports
could have grown to 611,873 tons in
2023 from 582,537 tons a year ago.

The FAO cited preliminary trade

data from January to July last year
which showed a 22 percent increase

in pineapple shipments to China, the
leading recipient of pineapples from
the Philippines. :
~ China accounted for a 46 percent
share of Philippine pineapple exports
during the period. it
“Industry sources reported that
imports of pineapples from the
Philippiries to China benefited from
higher Chinese demand for premium
quality pineapples,” the FAO said.
“In this regard, the long shelf life,

year-round production cycle and at-

tractive price-to-quality ratio of the
MD2 pineapples, the main variety

cultivated in the Philippines, proved

‘to be a particularly strong selling

point,” the FAO said.

Aside from China, other top mar-
kets of Philippine pineapple exports
include Japan and South Korea, with
shares of 30 percent and 13 percent,
respectively.

“Shipments of Filipino pineapples
to both destinations expanded by

some five to seven percent over the -

period,” the FAO said. '
Meanwhile, the FAO noted that

the average export unit value of

shipments of pineapples from the

Philippines to: world markets stood
at $585 per ton in the seven months
of 2023, a two percent increase from
the previous year. .

The FAO report also noted that

preliminary trade data showed that
global exports of pineapples are

anticipated to grow by around four
percent in 2023, to 3.2 million tons.

It attributed the growth of global
ineapple exports to higher supplies

m Costa Rica, the world’s largest .

exporter with a market share of some
65 percent.
“According to industry informa-

tion, weather conditions in key Costa
Rican growing areas were favorable
for the cultivation of pineapples dur-
in%uthe first half of the year, resulting
in higher yields and thus higher sup-
plies for export,” the FAO said. .
Pineapple exports from Costa Rica |
are expected to have increased by three
reent to'around two million tons.
Aside from the Philippines and
Costa Rica, other top exporters of
ineapples include Ecuador and
exico, with an export volume of
120,000 tons and 60,000 tons, respec-
tively.
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editorial

Needed initiatives to fill
PHLs cold storage gap

OGISTICS is a popular sector in an archipelag-

ic country like the Philippines. Many areas in

the country would have to be accessed by boats

or planes. Some areas would require a combi-
nation of transport options before visitors or residents
can reach them.

Tourists and businessmen alike understand the difficulties of

“reaching some areas that they want to visit or invest in. Plane

service in some provinces, for example, is not offered on a regular
basis. Inter-island ships ply certain routes only on certain days.

The lack of transport options in some food-producing prov-
inces in the Philippines makes it imperative for these areas to
have their own cold storage facilities. These cold storage facilities,
which could be expensive to put up, help prolong the shelf life of
certain produce. Farmers, fishers and traders tap these facilities
to prevent them from incurring losses caused by the spoilage of
their products.

Having these cold storage facilities would also enable farmers

and fishers to keep surplus produce, instead of just throwing away
excess food items. The Philippines still continues to grapple with
food waste, and having these cold storage facilities will help poli-
cymakers, particularly local leaders, to plan their output accord-
ingly and prevent shortages. :
The lack of cold storage facilities, for instance, was c1ted asone
of the top culprits behind the onion crisis experienced by urban
consumers in the latter part of 2022. The Cold Chain Association
of the Philippines said it requires P6 billion to double the industry’s
storage capacity for onions. (See “Expanding onion cold chain
capacityto cost P6B—group,”inthe BUSINESSMIRROR, Janu-

ary 24,2023). The group estimated that the capacity of cold stor-
age facilities for onions nationwide is about 100,000 metric tons

(MT), which is only 27 percent of the annual supply of 360,000 MT.

CCAPhadurged the government to consider variousfiscal inter-
ventions, such as loan packages, to hike the country’s cold storage
capacity. The government was also told to explore the feasibility
of public-private partnerships in building additional facilities.

Closing the gap in the cold storage needs of local food produc-
ers would obviously require huge investments. It would also entail
political will on the part of the government to put in place these
interventions immediately. These facilities and other infrastruc-
ture projects like farm-to-farm roads are particularly crucial in
areas where middlemen continue to prey on hapless planters and
fishers who don't have direct access to markets.

These things must be done as soon as possible if our govern-
ment leaders are really serious about improving the state of the
country’s agriculture. Without these reforms and investments in
farm infrastructure, the state and even the private sector would

* have a hard time convincing the youth to take up farming as their

primary source of livelihood. This is because “business as usual”
would mean that the country’s food producers would continue to

rack up losses due to spoilage and ridiculously low prices dangled -
her tvadave and middlamen far their nradice
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a share of some 46 percent over
this period,” the FAO said in its
report about the global tropical
fruits market published recently.

“Industry sources reported that
imports of pineapples from the
Philippines to China benefited
from higher Chinese demand for
premium quality pineapples. In

this regard, the long shelf life,

year-round production cycle and
attractive price-to-quality ratio of
the MD2 pineapples, the main va-
riety cultivated in the Philippines,

i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

proved to be a particularly strong
selling point,” it added.

The FAO explained that the
Philippines also sustained its
strongexports to Japanand South

Korea, which are part of its top

three markets for pineapples.
“Further key import markets
for pineapples from the Philip-
pinesremained Japan and South
Koreaoverthefirst seven months
of 2023, at quantity shares of
some 30 percent and 13 percent,
respectively. Shipments of Fili-
pino pineapples to both desti-
nations expanded by some 5 to
7 percent over this period,” the

FAO explained.

The FAO added that the av-
erage exportunit value of ship-
ments from the Philippines to
world markets rose by 2 percent
year-on-year to some $585 per
MT over the January to July
period of last year. G

“Amid changing consumer pref-
erences, import growth in recent
years has been driven by grow-
ing demand for more premium
pineapples, with the MD2 variety
from the Philippines particularly
sought after,” it pointed out.

Costa Rica remained as the
world’s top largest exporter of
pineapples with over 2 MMT in
shipments last year. B E
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