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Pompano touted as possible bangus altemative

THE Department of Agriculture (DA) said

that it hopes to increase pompano production,

with the goal of offering the saltwater fish to

consumers as an alternative to bangus, or

milkfish.

~ Inastatementon Monday,ﬁg‘lculture;SeC-%-
retary Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr. said that the

DA will support the produchon, post—harvest

processing, and marketing of the pompano in

public markets.

“The DA, through (the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources) will promote pom-
pano production as part of the government’s
" push to expand mariculture parks and mod-
* ernize the aquaculture mdustry, Mr. Laurel
added. ;

He said the BFAR will assist in improving
the breeding of the fish in specialized facilities.

“Increasing fish production through aqua-
culture is part of the DA’s efforts to ‘modern-
ize agrlculture, boost food production, and
ensure food security,” the DA said.

Poémpano production in 2022 amounted
to 457 metric tons (MT), against 16,004 MT
worth of imports during the year.

The DA said it is collaborating with Santeh
Feeds Corp. to expand pompano production.

“In the company’s floating sea cages,
thousands of imported fry of short-finned
pompano are being raised to help reduce fish

PHILIPPINE STAR/ EDD GUMBAN

imports, provide a healthier protein source
for consumers, and possibly open export op-

; portu.mtles, it said.

'The company’s fish farm in Silaguin Bay,
Zambales, has 44 floating cages, with the ca-
pacity for about 3-4 tons of pompano.

- The DA said that it takes nine months to
culture pompano. Fish up to 500 grams are
sold in public markets, while fish weighing |
800gramsandaboveareforexport—Adrian
H. Halili
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i Increased pompano production pushed

|

'THE Department of Agricul-
‘ture (DA) is pushing to increase
;the local production of pom-
pano by helping the pnvatc
Isector.

The DA plans to set up spe-
cialized facilities and equip-
ment thaq assist in locally

breeding short-finned pom-
pano variety.

In 2022, local production of
pompano reached 457 metric tons
and the country imported 16,004
tons for that year,

. DA Secretary Francxsco Tiu
Laurel Jr. and officials of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources visited Santeh Feeds

Corp.’s Silaguin Bay Fish Farmin

Zambales last week.

The DA said the company’s
floating sea cages contain thou-
sands of imported fry of short-
finned pompano that are being
raised to help reduce fish imports
and provide healthier protein

source for consumers as well as
for possible export.

Laurel said Santeh has been suc-
cessful and innovative in its aqua-
culture project that is in sync with
the government’s goal to expand
mariculture parks and promote
various fishery projects around
the countty.

The government is also ready
to extend assistance from pro-
duction to post-harvest to mar-
keting, to ensure that pompano
culture in the country succeeds,
Laurel added.

The DA said Silagnin Bay Fish
Farm has 44 floating cages that
could each yield around 3 to 4 tons
of pompano.

At present, it takes around nine
months to culture pompano, with
fish of up to 500 grams destined
to the local market while larger
ones, up to 800 grams, earmarked
for export, the DA said. - Jed
Macapagal

Local production of pompano reached 457 metric tons in 2022 and the country-
imported 16,004 tons that year.
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Aqua farm M%f@ﬁmrﬁwry ko™ Tiu Lau right) feeds farm-raised pompano in floating cages
in Salanguin Bay, Zambales. Laurel toured the coastal area with officials of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
& DA PHOTO
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