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POMPANO AQUA FARM. AgrlcultureSecretary ancuaco'i‘u Laurel Jr. (2nd from right} feeds farm-raised pompano
in floating cages in Salarlguln Bay, Zambales. Laurel toured the coastal area with officials of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (see story on A3). Jay MoraieleA-OSe:
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'Agn Dept cites Zambales firm’s efforts in pompano productlon

IN San Antonio, Zambales, a private firm
is helping blaze the trail to increase local
production of pompano, a delicious, high-
value aquaculture alternative to milkfish.

Government data showed that in
2022, local production of pompano (sci-
entific name trichinous blochii), only
reached 457 metric tons—Iess than 3
percent of total imports of 16,004 tons
during the same year.

Department of Agriculture (DA) Secre-

tary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr., along with

officials of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR), visited Santeh

Feeds Corp.’s Silaguin Bay Fish Farm.

In the company’s floating sea cages,
thousands of imported fry of short-finned
pompano are being raised to help reduce
fish imports, provide healthier protein

source for consumers, and possibly open

export opportunities.

Tiu-Laurel congratulated Santeh for
the successful and innovative aquacul-
ture project that dovetails with the
government’s goal of expanding mari-
culture parks and promoting various
fishery projects around the country.

“We recognize and underscore your

umque contributions to the fisheries in-
dustry like aquaculture research and use

of new technology in the production of’
fish like pampano,” he said.

Tiu-Laurel said the government is ready
to extend assistance from production to

post-harvest to marketing to ensure the

pompano culture in the country succeeds.

He said the DA, through BFAR, will
promote pompano production as part of

the government’s push to expand mari-
culture parks and modernize the aquacul-
ture industry.

Sﬂagum Bay Fish Farm has 44 floating

cages that could each yield a.mund 3to4

tons of pompano. -
Ittakmmouudeonthsmculturepom

‘pano, with fish of up to 500 grams destined

tothelocalmmketwhilelargeronesmto '

800 grams earmarked for exp

'BFAR could help in locally b;eed.mg
the short-finned variety by he!pmg setup

specialized facilities and equipment.
Increasing fish productmn through
aquaculture is part of DA’s effort to

modernize  Philippine

country’s food security.

Page

| i agriculture,
- boost food production, and ensure the

of



Bust

n_— ] JAN 2024

inessWorld

Page: S|

114,

f/

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Pompano touted as possible bangus altemative

THE Department of Agriculture (DA) said

that it hopes to increase pompano production,

with the goal of offering the saltwater fish to

consumers as an alternative to bangus, or

milkfish.

~ Inastatementon Monday,ﬁg‘lculture;SeC-%-
retary Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr. said that the

DA will support the produchon, post—harvest

processing, and marketing of the pompano in

public markets.

“The DA, through (the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources) will promote pom-
pano production as part of the government’s
" push to expand mariculture parks and mod-
* ernize the aquaculture mdustry, Mr. Laurel
added. ;

He said the BFAR will assist in improving
the breeding of the fish in specialized facilities.

“Increasing fish production through aqua-
culture is part of the DA’s efforts to ‘modern-
ize agrlculture, boost food production, and
ensure food security,” the DA said.

Poémpano production in 2022 amounted
to 457 metric tons (MT), against 16,004 MT
worth of imports during the year.

The DA said it is collaborating with Santeh
Feeds Corp. to expand pompano production.

“In the company’s floating sea cages,
thousands of imported fry of short-finned
pompano are being raised to help reduce fish

PHILIPPINE STAR/ EDD GUMBAN

imports, provide a healthier protein source
for consumers, and possibly open export op-

; portu.mtles, it said.

'The company’s fish farm in Silaguin Bay,
Zambales, has 44 floating cages, with the ca-
pacity for about 3-4 tons of pompano.

- The DA said that it takes nine months to
culture pompano. Fish up to 500 grams are
sold in public markets, while fish weighing |
800gramsandaboveareforexport—Adrian
H. Halili
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i Increased pompano production pushed

|

'THE Department of Agricul-
‘ture (DA) is pushing to increase
;the local production of pom-
pano by helping the pnvatc
Isector.

The DA plans to set up spe-
cialized facilities and equip-
ment thaq assist in locally

breeding short-finned pom-
pano variety.

In 2022, local production of
pompano reached 457 metric tons
and the country imported 16,004
tons for that year,

. DA Secretary Francxsco Tiu
Laurel Jr. and officials of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources visited Santeh Feeds

Corp.’s Silaguin Bay Fish Farmin

Zambales last week.

The DA said the company’s
floating sea cages contain thou-
sands of imported fry of short-
finned pompano that are being
raised to help reduce fish imports
and provide healthier protein

source for consumers as well as
for possible export.

Laurel said Santeh has been suc-
cessful and innovative in its aqua-
culture project that is in sync with
the government’s goal to expand
mariculture parks and promote
various fishery projects around
the countty.

The government is also ready
to extend assistance from pro-
duction to post-harvest to mar-
keting, to ensure that pompano
culture in the country succeeds,
Laurel added.

The DA said Silagnin Bay Fish
Farm has 44 floating cages that
could each yield around 3 to 4 tons
of pompano.

At present, it takes around nine
months to culture pompano, with
fish of up to 500 grams destined
to the local market while larger
ones, up to 800 grams, earmarked
for export, the DA said. - Jed
Macapagal

Local production of pompano reached 457 metric tons in 2022 and the country-
imported 16,004 tons that year.
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Aqua farm M%f@ﬁmrﬁwry ko™ Tiu Lau right) feeds farm-raised pompano in floating cages
in Salanguin Bay, Zambales. Laurel toured the coastal area with officials of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
& DA PHOTO
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PH, VIETNAM TO SIGN PACT
TO FACE SEA ROW BETTER

STORY BY FRANCES MANGOSING

The maritime deal, which will bind the two countries to conduct activities in the South China Sea ‘in accordance _
with principles of international law,’ will be sealed during President Marcos’ visit to Hanoi next week. A2
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PH, Vietnam to sign pact

FROMA1

By Frances Mangosing -
@FMangosingINQ

The Philippines and Vietnam

are expected to sign an agree-

- ment on maritime cooperation
during the visit of President
Marcos to Hanoi next week,
a move that is seen to build a
united front between countries
locked in territorial disputes
with Beijing over parts of the
South China Sea.

The memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) on mar-
itime cooperation between
the coast guards of the Philip-
pines and Vietnam seeks “to
strengthen understanding,
mutual trust and confidence
of cooperation... towards the
promotion, preservation and
protection of their mutual in-
terests in the Southeast Asian
region,” according to a copy of
the final draft of the MOU seen
by the Inquirer.

Such an agreement -will
allow both countries to bet-

.ter manage conflicts in the
contested waters and conduct
activities “in accordance with
principles of international law,
the national laws of each party,
and international conventions
to which both Vietnam and
Philippines are parties.”

President Marcos will vis-
it Vietnam next week, his first
overseas trip of the year, as the
two nations seek to strengthen

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. —arp

their growing strategic part-
nership.

“The Philippines and Viet-
nam share a common aspira-
tion for a peaceful and stable
region. Both countries have a
history of cooperation on mat-
ters involving the South China
Sea, and there is an opportuni-
ty to strengthen this strategic
relationship to the next level,”
retired Navy ‘Adm. Rommel
Jude Ong, a professor at the

.. Ateneo School of Government,
told the Inquirer.

The Philippines has been
widening its network of alli-
ances with like-minded coun-
tries amid tensions with China,
a move criticized by Beijing.

The  Philippines’ and
Vietnam are also looking to
strengthen cooperation in oth-
er fields such as agriculture,
culture, education, environ-

ment, information sharing and
- people-to-people exchanges.
In agriculture, the Philip-
pines is expected to sign a rice
deal with Vietnam during the
President’s visit.
According to Agriculture

Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel

Jr., the deal “basically guaran-
tees that they will be supplying
us rice continuously even in
calamity situations.”

Element of stability

During the farewell call of
the outgoing Vietnamese Am-
bassador to the Philippines
Hoang Huy Chung in August
last year, President Marcos
underscored the need for the
two countries to cooperate in
the wake of the escalating ag-
gression by Beijing in the South
China Sea.

Mr. Marcos said a maritime
agreement with Hanoi would
be a “very big step” for both
countries and would “bring
an element of stability to the
problems we are now seeing in
the South China Sea.”

He said then that the solid
ties of both countries would
make it easier for them to face
“common challenges” in deal-
ing with “territorial disputes in
the South China Sea.”

Such a bilateral agreement
could also serve as the basis
of a united front with other
members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, which
has been discussing with Bei-

" jing a code of conduct deemed
crucial in easing tensions in the

to face sea row better

South China Sea.

President Marcos had earli-
er expressed his frustration at
the slow pace of progress in the
talks between the regional bloc
and China.

Both the Philippines and
Vietnam are among the claim-
ants in the South China Sea,
along with Brunei, Malaysia
and Taiwan. China, however,
claims nearly the entire strate-
gic waterway.

A 2016 ruling by an arbi-
tration tribunal in The Hague
rejected China's expansive
claims in the South China Sea,
but Beijing refuses to acknowl-
edge the decision.

Honor talks with action

At the Bagong Pilipinas
Ngayon public briefing on
Monday, National Security
Council (NSC) Assistant Secre-
tary and spokesperson Jona-
than Malaya said China should
make good on its promise to
improve bilateral relations
with the Philippines and lessen
the tensions in the West Phil-
ippine Sea.

Malaya issued the remind-
er after videos circulating on
social media showed China
Coast Guard personnel harass-
ing Filipino fishermen in Bajo
de Masinloc off Zambales prov-
ince recently.

The security official not-
ed that the incident happened
just as Beijing and Manila held
a Bilateral Consultation
Mechanism (BCM) discus-
sion in Shanghai last week.
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Chinese Ambassador to the
Philippines Huang Xilian had
said that the two countries both
committed to improve their
maritime communication and
hold “friendly consultation” in
addressing their maritime dis-
pute.

“We were hoping that the
West Philippine Sea will be
peaceful this 2024. But we are
alarmed over this latest inci-
dent... We condemn this lat-
est provocative action on the
part of the China Coast Guard
against our fishermen,” Ma-
laya said at the televised pro-
gram. :

“Since they will soon cel-
ebrate the Chinese New Year,
we ask China to honor the talks

~ between the governments of
the Philippines and China with
actions on the ground,” he said.

Besides, the NSC spokes-
person said, both Manila and
Beijing would not benefit from
having strained diplomatic re-
lations.

“Moving forward, I hope the ,
discussions [during the BCM]
will be implemented,” Malaya
said. —wITH A REPORT FROM MAR-
LON RAMOS INQ
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Govt allocates P5B for direct purchase of sugar

BACOLOD CITY: The United Sugar Produc-
ers Federation of the Philippines (Unifed)
has urged the sugar planters in the
country not to sell their sugar to private
companies at low prices as the govern-
ment has allocated an initial budget of
P5 billion to directly purchase sugar from
farmers at a premium price.

“To my fellow sugar planters, do not

sell your sugar yet at this low price. Wait

a little more because our President has
stepped in to help the sugar farmers and
thank you for never doubting his concern
for our industry,” Unifed president Manuel
Lamata said in a statement.

Lamata said President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. has approved an initial
- P5 billion for the purchase of sugar
directly from the planters.

Sugar industry stakeholders have ear-

lier called for government interventionto

narrow the gap between sugar farmgate

and retail prices.
Unifed said that this gap has

- widened since the start of the milling

season in September.

“We are very grateful to the President,
to Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Lau-
rel Jr., and Sugar Regulatory Administrator
Pablo Azcona for heeding our plea for gov-
ernment intervention on the plummeting
sugar millgate prices,” Lamata added.

Unifed, through Lamata, appealed to
Marcos on Dec. 11, 2023 amid the contin-
uous drop in sugar prices since the start of
the milling season.

“We are also very thankful to Secretary
Kiko Laurel and the SRA for their prompt
action to look into and address the issues
of the sugar industry,” Lamata said, adding
that Unifed took part in the recent discus-

. sion of the mechanics jn implementing

the buy-dfrect plan from the farmers at a
premium price.

5 --aa;.,'-ms’ap"”'if'é‘grrfe

Lamata also thanked all the members
of Unifed who never wavered in their trust

in the present administration, assuring

them as well that “Unifed will always look
after the welfare of its members and the
industry asa whole.”

He said that trading prices for raw
sugar have declined to P2,300 to P2,500
per 50-kilogram bag, which is below the
production cost for producers.

Inan apparent move to unite the sugar
industry, the leaders of various groups
comprising the industry sat down over
the weekend to draw up measures and
mechanics as the government gave its nod
to intervene by buying sugar directly from
the farmers at a premium price,

SRA Administrator Pablo Azcona said

this is“a momentous event as the Iasttim_e

this will be the beginning of a unified

Page of

industry that openly communicates and
supports each other.”

Azcona also thanked President Mar-
cos and Agriculture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel Jr. for “keeping their commit-
ment to help the industry, particularly
the sugar farmers.”

Last Friday, the Department of Agricul-
ture, the Sugar Regulatory Administration
(SRA) and the Philippine International
Trading Corp. invited all sugar federation
leaders, millers, farmers and traders in a
meeting at the DA’ office to discuss how
to go about helping farmers out through

* direct buying of sugar at a premium price

following the drop in sugar prices since
the start of the milling season.

All federations, sugar farmers and
traders helped in crafting the mechanics

EUGENE ADIONG




BusinessMirror

A bwnsachr Tk aat todores Diasaieoss

Date: _SPN' 22 2024 page: __ 7!

N
%‘ff LIBRARY
it DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



BusinessMirror

Adwonack s Jewoh ait toddens Pesarieos

Date: ﬂN' 25 W Page: A\ 4 A2

7 LIBRARY
R DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



IManila

Standard

Date: 23 JAN 2024 Page: AR

.

\\\

4
E
o

%\ 7 LIBRARY
Uil D"PT OF AGRICULTURE

DA puts towns
onred alert for
ASF outbreak

By Othel V. Campos

THE Department of Agnculture (DA)
placed several towns in Oriental Min-
doro on red alert after the Bureau of
Animal Industry (BAI) confirmed new
casesofAﬁ-lcanSwmeFt:ver(ASF)m ;
three towns of Occidental Mindoro.

- BAI on Monday ordered the imme-
diate culling of infected hogs and pre-
ventive culling around affected areas
as it also directed local gcvernment
units to stnctly monitor swine-related
activities within affected towns. .

The agency also detected Monday
the recurrence of a positive ASF case in
Naujan, keeping the Oriental Mindoro
town under tight monitoring and move-
ment of hogs within town limits. :

BAI confirmed the ASF cases in
‘Occidental Mindoro on Jan. 12, a few
days aﬁer several barangays in Sta.

~ Cruz and San Jose reported unusual
number of swine deaths.

Agriculture spokesman Arnel de
Mesa said blood samples sent earlier
this month to BAT confirmed seven
ASFcasesmSanJOseandf'vemSta
Cruz, and two casesmthemumc:pal-‘
ity of Rizal as of Jan. 7.

(s
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CEREAL
JN THE
MOVE.
Workers
unload sacks
of rice from
a truck for
delivery

to market

lo

itchful
eyes of the
Department
of Agriculture
to curb
overpricing

and

profiteering
by

unsc :UL!U!UU-.

traders

Norman Cruz
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DA says gov't setting aside P10b
for fuel, fertilizers for farmers

By Darwin G. Amojelar

HE Department of Budget and Management

(DBM) on Monday said the government has

allocated more than P10 billion to provide fuel
and fertilizer assistance to farmers this year.

Under the Special Provision of the
FY 2024 GAA, a total of P9.561 bil-

lion has been appropriated for the -

distribution of fertilizer discount
vouchers under the Department of
Agriculture’s (DA) Production Sup-

port Services of the National Rice
Program.

Of the P9.561 billion, P6.161 billion
will be used for fertilizer assistance to

complement the DA Hybrid Seed Pro-

gram and P3.4 billion for the DA Inbred

Certified Seed Program.

The fertilizer assistance program is
expected to be implemented within the
major rice-producing provinces and
promote balanced fertilization to in-
crease rice productivity.

“Apart from strengthening the
production and supply of food in
the country, our President wants
our local farmers to be given ap-
propriate help,” DBM Secretary
Mina Pangandaman said.

“The role they play in our economy
and community is very important.

Rest assured that this government
will always look for the best solutions
to provide assistance to them,” she
added.

Meanwhile, a total of P510.4 million
has been allocated for fuel assistance to
farmers, which also includes the oper-

ating expenses incurred in the distribu-

tion of the said assistance.
Implementation of the program
shall be subject to the guidelines to

‘be issued by the DA, in coordination

with the DBM and the Department
of Energy.
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Management (DBM) said over
P10 billion was allocated for fuel
and fertilizer assistance to farm-
ersin the 2024 budget.
Some P9.561 billion will go to
fertilizer discount vouchers, a
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| Farmers allocated P10B in fertilizer, 'fuel subsidies

. program run by the Department

of Agriculture’s (DA) National
Rice Program.
Some P6.161 billion will be

-used in conjunction with the DA’s
- hybrid seed program while P3.4

billion will fund fertilizer sub-

s:dles for mhred certlfied seed
varieties. N :

“The fertilizer assxstance
program is expected to be imple-
mented within the major rice-
producingpmymces andpromote
balanced fertilization to increase

rice prbﬂuqﬁvfity," the DBM said.
Meanwhile, the remaining
P510.4 million will go to fuel as-

sistance, including the operating |

expenses incurred in the distribu-
tion of the assistance. — Luisa
Marln Jacinta C. Jocson
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ASF outbreak logged

in Occidental Mindoro

By BELLA CARIASO

g o

African swine fever continues to wreak havoc
in the country’s hog industry, with Occidental
Mindoro becoming the latest to report an ASF
outbreak, the Department of Agriculture (DA)
said yesterday. ¥

In a press conference, DA spokesman Arnel de
Mesa said the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI), an
attached agency of the DA, is investigating the source
of the outbreak. :

Among the towns in Occidental Mindoro with

reported ASF cases are Santa Cruz with
seven, San Jose with five and Rizal with
two as of Jan. 17

‘De Mesa said efforts are being made to
contain the virus such as depopulation of
infected hogs and preventive culling,.

Pig production in the nearby province of
Oriental Mindoro is being monitored due to
previous ASF cases.

- ASF on Mindoro Island was first detect-
ed in the towns of Naujan and Calapan,
Oriental Mindoro late last year.

Earlier, Occidental Mindoro was among
12 provinces considered ASF-free, With its

inclusion in the list of ASF-affected areas, the
number of provinces considered free from ASF
is now down to 11.

These are Basilan, Batanés, Biliran, Bohol,
Bukidnon, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao del
Norte, Palawan, Siquijor, Sulu and Tawi-tawi.

The virus has spread to at least 65 prov-
inces, the BAI said.

AGAP party-list Rep. Nicanor Brionessaid -

the hog industry has incurred at least P200
billion in losses since the ASF started infecting
the country in 2019. Briones is chairman of
the Pork Producers Federation of the Philip-
pines. . — With Catherine Talavera

Page

of



THE pPHILIPPINE

Page: 2
oA LIBRARY

Ik DEPT.OF f\GRlCULTURE

.
Lok

,inD

iy i : . -
By CATHERINE TALAVERA

- The country’s rice inventory post-
ed a 25.2 percent decline in December,
according to data from the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA). i

In its latest rice and corn stocks -

inventory report, the PSA said total M ===
rice stocks stood at 1.896 million

Rice stocks down 259

o N L)
(o

metric tons as of Dec. 1, lower than s

the 2.53 million MT registered in the

same month a year ago.

The current inventory is also a4.2 -
percent decline from the 1.979 million g2

MT registered the previous month.

Households accounted for the

sulk of the inventory or 52.1 percent
at 986,780 MT. This was followed by
mmercial warehouses with a 44.9
percent share at 851,880 MT.
' Supplies from the National Food
Authority (NFA) depositories cor-
nered a 3.0 percent share at 57,130 MT.
_. Compared to the previous year’s
level, rice stocks in households de-
clined by 33.2 percent. £
‘Rice stocks in commercial ware-
houses also declined by 8.7 percent.
Stocks in NFA depositories also
decreased by 54.4 percent.

On a monthly basis, rice stocks in -

households declined by 3.0 percent.

Stocks in NFA depositories also de-
clined by 5.5 percent, while stocks in
commercial warehouses posted a 5.1
percent month-on-month decrease.

Meanwhile, the PSA also reported
that the country’s com stocks inventory
increased by 51.1 nt to 685,890 MT
from 454,030 MT as of Dec. 1. -

On amonthly basis, corn inventory
posted a 12 percent decline from the
779,460 MT in the previous month.

Corn stocks in commercial ware-
houses accounted for the bulk of the

inventory or 82.8 percentat 568,010 MT.
- Households accounted for 17.2
percent of the total inventory at
117,880 MT.

Compared to the previous year’s
level, corn stocks in commercial ware-
houses increased by 51.4 percent,
while stocks in households increased
by 49.4 percent.

~ On a monthly basis, corn stocks in

kilo.

commercial warehouses declined by
17.4 percent while stocks in house-
holds increased by 28.4 percent.
Retail price

Farmers’ group Samahang In-
dustriya ng Agrikultura president
Rosendo So yesterday said the retail
price of rice is expected to go down to
P45 per kilo during the next harvest
season in March 2024, but the price
spike of the staple will persist.

Based on monitoring of the Depart- .
ment of Agriculture (DA) in Metro
Manila markets, the etail pice of lo-

P55 per kilo; local premium rice, P60
perkilo; local special rice, P66 perkilo; -
imported well-milled rice, P56 perkilo;
in‘tgorbed-pmnﬁum rice, P62 per kilo
and imported special rice, P65 perkilo.
So also said the country’s rice
imglortation is expected to go down
with the current impact of the El Nifio
phenomenon worldwide.
“We expect our rice imports to
go down to 3.1 million metric tons.

..‘.v

=

ecember - PSA

.codtlve national

'ayvor"ﬁl'd the price of well-milled rice might reach P60 a

ERNIE PENAREDONDO *

because of the El Nifo. It (rice im-
port) will be lowered compared to
the previous three years,” So added.
' e United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) said the Phil-
ippines is projected to remain the
world’s top importer of rice this year.

According to the USDA, the coun-
try’s total rice imports in 2024 could
reach 3.8 million metric tons overtak- |
ing China.

At the same time, So underscored

the timely intervention of the DA to

minimize the effect of the droughton -

~ palay farmers.

~ “The P5,000 subsidy from the tariff
last year is directly being given to the
farmers. This can help the farmers to
fund the irrigation,” So added.
* So said that the DA should contin-
ue to monitor the areas to be severely
affected by the drought. :
For his part, Agriculture Assistant
Secretary and spokesman Arnel de
Mesa maintained that the 3.8 million

metric tons of possible rice imports

i just a projection from the USDA. "

— With Bella Cariaso
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_TRUTH SHALL PREVAIL

EYES WIDE OPEN

IRIS GONZALES

u ==
- Amending our
economic provisions

n my way to the Ninoy

.‘ Aquino International Air-

port (NAIA) Terminal 1 on

Monday night last week; I could

already see from a distance the sea

of red lights, a signal, no doubt,
that traffic was at a standstill.

It's one of those days when
there were more passengers than
usual. ; A {

On one side were hordes of de- ‘ -
parting Filipino workers, their lives packed in suitcases
and boxes of different shapes and sizes as they prepared
to leave their home country to toil in distant sgores.

Adding to the crowd are their loved ones sending
them off. a ‘ . ;

Roughly 4,000 to 6,000 Filipinos leave the Philippines
every day to find gainful opportunities abroad., _

What if, says House ways and means chai n and

Albay 2nd District Rep. Joey Salceda, instead of sending

our labor force abroag, “we attract foreign investments

and create jobs here in the Philippines?” =~
: }’_a ‘wittlhthelawmakérontlﬁs. Pok i TR Ly
erhaps if there were more better-paying jobs in the

Philippines, our fellow Filipinos waﬂfdﬁ b ot

circumstances to work abroad. g ot

This is Salceda’s case in pushing for amendments to
the economic provisions of our 1987 Constitution.

The only way the Philippines can attract more foreign

direct investments (FDI) is to ease restrictions as Vietnam did.

Thus, we now have Resolution of Both Houses No. 6,

- which essentially proposes to ease limits on ownership of

public utility franchises, currently restricted to Filipino

 citizens and corporations, as well liberalize educational

[institutions, among other proposals. <

) A tale of two cities :

- Vietnam used to have tighter FDI restrictions, Salceda
said. However, in 1987, it passed the Foreign Investment
Law with the aim of attracting foreign capital for local

development. : T SR

Soon after, Vietnam’s economy grew to a stellar
$31.173 billion in 2000 from $6.472 billion in 1990, while

GDP per capita grew to $390 in 2000 from $95 in 1990.

ere are we in this? In 2022, the Philippines attract-
ed $9.2 billion in net FDI inflows compared to Vietnam's
$22.4 billion, according to available data.
Oligopolies

Another argument for easing economic provisions,

Salceda said, is that it is expected to lead to greater
. competition in the domestic market.

He noted that our local companies and conglomer-
ates find it convenient to just keep their production and
investments below competitive levels. &

I agree with the lawmaker on this, too. It's perhaps
the reason the Philippines has failed to industrialize. -
_ We also have to contend with our local companies’
sometimes poor services because there are no alternatives.

If economic provisions in the Constitution are lifted,
Salceda estimates that by 2031, we would see an annual
average increase of P330.45 billion in FDI and 660,897
new jobs.

't be forced by -

N LIB
page: (i DEPT. kil

As 1 said before, I agree with calls to amend some
economiic provisions of the Constitution, like, say, eas-
ing foreign ownership caps in education and the media.

Filipinos who could not afford to send their children
to study abroad have missed out on the chance to experi-
ence education from topnotch global universities. Yale
University, for instance, has a branch in Singapore but
none in the Philippines. '

However, I don’t agree with allowing foreigners to
exploit our natural resources. Foreigners should not get
a free pass and our lawmakers must guard against this.

Attracting FDIs

More importantly, I argue that there is no single solu-
tion in attracting FDIs. - ;

Easing economic provisions in the Constitution won't
bring in FDIs for as long as it remains difficult to do
business in the Philippines, no thanks to corruption and

; political patronage.

Foreign investors want stability and good gover-
nance, not bureaucratic cobwebs and shakedowns.

This means that even if we change the entire Consti-
tution, it's useless if we don’t change our rotten culture
of corruption. /)

Foreign investors will continue to shy away and sadly,
as a result, thousands of Filipinos will continue to fly out
everyday to toil in distant lands.

- Corn production shortfall

How is the Department of Atﬁriculture addressing the
shortage in corn, especially with El Nifio seen persisting
until next year? ; ;

I'm wondering about this after a discussion with a
livestock producer who said that their industry faces a

" perennial shortfall in the domestic production of corn.

This producer supplies to a major local poultry brand.
. Even the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the US

Department of Agriculture has said there is a domestic

production shortfall. ; '

As such, it estimates that corn imports will increase
to one million metric tons for marketing year 2023 to
2024 because of the shortfall.

Corn production is expected to decline to 8.2 million
MT because of recent typhoons and the continued pres-
ence of army worm, FAS said in a September 2023 report.

The El Nifio weather disturbance has also dried up
some cornfields. '

Clearly, our local corn producers have not been able
to keep up with the demand of livestock producers who
rely on corn as feedstock.

Industry estimates show local production is short by
roughly 30 percent to 50 percent.

Unfortunately, industry players are unable to bring in
the required corn requirements because of government
efforts to withhold the MAV volume for select commodi-
ties such as corn, my sources say. .

Industry players are now wondering where they will
get their corn if local farmers cannot provide them with
the much-needed inputs for animal feeds.

“It's a perennial problem,” said my source.

As such, they are pushing for higher import volumes
for corn at lower tariffs.

And while we're at it, the government should also
work double time to help local corn farmers boost their
production.

Email: eyesgonzales@gmail.com. Follow her on Twitter
@eyesgonzales. Column archives at EyesWideOpen on FB.

*
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Demeanmg farmers no end

ROM where we sit, the
FDepartment of Agriculture
* has mismanaged its logisti-
cal operations for many years,
leading to frequent shortages of
agricultural products, especially
fruits and vegetables. It has been
reported that 30 percent of the
farmers’ produce has been wasted
due to the poor logistical system.
President Bongbong Marcos has
stressed that “farmers should be
equipped with the necessary infor-
mation to limit the production of
agncultuxal products that are oq:,ly
sellable in the. market He also
stressed “the need to give farmers
the technical know-how for them
to better decide what to plant in
every season.”

After leading the DA for about
a year, the President seems to be
very acquainted with this major
problem. Apparently, solving
this is not easy, considering the
thick layers of bureaucratic and
entrenched oppottunism in the
Department.

During a sectoral meeting with
DA officials, he also “pushed for
. the upgrade of 'the processing of
goods, as well as the development
of the necessary facilities to enable
farmers to gain more value for
theit products” — two persistent
issues that have characterized
government’s demeaning and
repeated indifference to farm-
ers, favoring instead wealthy and
politically-connected suppliers and
businessmen.

KKK

Many countries around the
world were half-expecting a
Christmas truce in the wat-
ravaged Gaza Strip. But Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu would hear nothing of it,
despite the deaths of thousands
of women and children, insisting

{5 §

that agreeing to a truce was not
the right way to deal with a ter-
torist group such as Hamas.

‘The fiercest battles in World
War I were fought on the Western
Front in France. But something
quite extraordinary happened on
one Christmas Eve that no man
could explain.

“Soldiers were engaged in a
brutal and grueling trench war-
fare in the weeks leading up to
Christmas in 1914. '

“On the night of December
24th, humanity triumphed over
war’s hostility. As soldiers on both
sides began to sing Christmas car-
ols, the echoes of explosions were
replaced by a haunting silence. The
tunes carried across the empty
battlefield, fostering a sense of
community and peace.

“Soldiers suddenly ventured
into no-man’s land - the dan-
gerous area between opposing
trenches - in some areas of the
front lines. The soldiers, who
were initially wary, soon found
themselves face-to-face with
their adversaries. Instead of

" gunfire and animosity, there were

praﬁntl , solving.

t}m is not eagy, considering |

 the thick @erf of bureaucratic

 and entrenched opportunism
in z‘be qurmmt g

handshakes, greetings, and even .

gift exchanges. Trading ciga-
rettes, food and souvenirs were
examples of shared humanity.
“The truce was not universal
across the Western Front, but in
various pockets, soldiers, many
of whom were tired and dissatis-
fied by the hotrrors of war, took
advantage of the opportunity
to embrace the Christmas spirit.
They buried their dead, played
impromptu football (soccer), and

held conversations that cut across

barriets” (From Imperial
War Museums (n.d.), The real story
of the Christmas truce. https://.
iwm.orguk/history/the real-story-
of-the-christmas-truce, Submitted
in my class, Communication,
Culture and Society, last semester
at the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng
Maynila (PLM).

Tt was a moment of peace, not
brokered by man, but bythe super-
natural power of the God of order,
of peace, of joy, of forgiveness,
who could turn an abyss of death
and destruction into a gathering of
warmm and endearing fellowship for
“the universal desire for peace.”

Page

It was “a remarkable episode
in warfare history,” a miracle in-
deed that harkened back to the
first Christmas which many Bible
scholars believe to be “the greatest
miracle in human history’ when
the Son of God became man,
descending into the tiniest part
of a woman’s body to become the
Savior of the world.”

ek

A young Christian Pastor from
the Christ’s Commission Fellow-
ship (CCF) advises people not to
be woefully enamored with the
leading TV networks’ daily teles-
eryes for their violent and vulgar
displays of anger, revenge and
bitterness which all make for the
ratings and revenues. He says he
would rather be awed by real-life
stories of serene and touching
episodes of kindness, sympathy,
comfort and forgiveness.

He mentions the life of a ne-
glected and abused housewife,
eventually abandoned by her hus-
band who runs off with a younger
woman. He squanders the family’s
wealth, properties and businesses
with three mistresses, with whom
he has several kids.

In his sixties, her husband con-
tracts a serious illness that practi-
cally immobilizes him. In no time,
his mistresses and “good weather
friends” deserted him. The “suf-
fering” wife welcomes him back into
their once blissful abode, brings him
to a hospital, and spends a fortune to
help nurse him back to health.

The wife’s friends would say
she never uttered any unkind or
insulting word against her hus-
band, only affirming and healing
words of comfort and love, The
young Pastor says their story
will not make it to any teleserye,
which only offers the bitter and -
miserable side of life.
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Gov’t sets P5B to buy

sugar from farmers

The proposed purchase cost is P300 higher than current millgate price,
allowing planters to halt plummeting value of the commodity

By Carla Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—Planters
and millers in the leading sug-
ar-producing province of Ne-
gros Occidental heaved a sigh
of relief after President Marcos
approved an initial budget of
P5 billion for the government
to directly purchase sugar from
farmers at a premium price.

Manuel Lamata, president
of the United Sugar Producers
Federation of the Philippines
(Unifed), said on Sunday that
they were grateful to Mr. Mar-
cos for heeding their plea for
government intervention to
arrest the plummeting miligate
prices of sugar.

It was Unifed, through La-
mata, that first issued the ap-
peal to the President for help
amid continuous drop in sug-
ar prices since the start of the
milling season in September
last year.

He asked the government,
through the Philippine Inter-
national Trading Corp. (PITC),
" to start buying millgate raw
sugar at P2,800 per s5o-kilo
bags (LKg), which is P300 to

P4oo higher than the current

millgate prices of P2,400 to
P2,500 per LKg.

Sugar producers in Negros
had earlier said that plant-
ers were losing because they

OFF TO THE MILL Workers load into tractors the sugarcane
harvested from a plantation in EB Magalona, Negros Occidental,
in late 2023, for transport to a milling facility. —conTRIBUTED PHOTO

were already spending P2,500
to produce a 50-kilobag of the
commodity.

Sugarcane farming is con-
sidered the “lifeblood industry
of the Negrense,” with 54 per-
cent of its 540,386-hectare ag-
ricultural lands devoted to sug-
arcane plantations, according
to data from the Negros Occi-
dental provincial government.

Negros Occidental, also
dubbed as the country’s “sug-
ar capital,” also accounts for
about 60 percent of the sugar
produced in the country, mak-
ing raw sugar as the province’s
leading traditional export

product, having nine opera-
tional ‘sugar factories, seven
of which have refineries, data
from the Provincial Economic
Development and Investment
Center (Pedic) showed.

Unified move

Lamata hoped that PITC
could start buying sugar from
the sugar farmers across the
country at a premium price in
the first week of February.

He said Unifed took part
in the recent discussion of the
mechanics in implementing
the buy-direct plan from the

farmers at a premium price.

According to Lamata, about
5.5 million people nationwide
are dependent on the sugar
industry, about 3.9 million of
whom are located on Negros
Island, composed of the prov-
inces of Negros Occidental and
Negros Oriental. (Negros Occi-
dental has a population of 2.6
million as of the 2020 census).

“Unifed will always look af-
ter the welfare of its members
and the industry as a whole,”
Lamata said.

The sugar industry in the
province supports 21,795 sug-
arcane planters and 20,768
farmers cultivating a total
188,999.96 ha of cane lands, the
Pedic data said.

In an apparent move to
unite the sugar industry, the
leaders of various groups com-
prising the industry sat down
over the weekend to draw up
measures and mechanics as
the government gave its nod
to intervene by buying sugar
directly from the farmers at a
premium price.

Sugar Regulatory Admin-
istrator Pablo Azcona said the
last time industry stakeholders
sat down together was eight
years ago.

“We hope this will be the
beginning of a unified industry
that openly communicates and
supports each other,” he said.
INQ
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PH projected By XANDER DAVECEBALLOS and JOSEPH PEDRALAS

he government allocated over P10 billion as fuel and fertilizer
tO remaln aS assistance for farmers this year to expedite rice supply, the

) Department of Budget and Management (DBM) said.
WO rld S top The country will remain the top global rice importer this
A ' year, according to the projection of the United States Depart- > 3
. ment of Agriculture (USDA).
importer Ag
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P10-B aid allocated
to boost rice supp

MJASMINE 1y

RICE MATTERS — Workers
unload sacks of rice from a

~ delivery truck on Dagupan

st. in Tondo, Manlla, on

Monday, Jan. 22, 2024. Based

on the latest prlce watch in
Metro Manila markets of the
Department of Agriculture
(DA), the retail price of local
regular milled rice is at 53
per kilo, local well-milled rice

~ at 255, local premium rice at

#60 and local special rice at
£68. (Arnold Quizol)

sty
W




G2 LIBRARY

=3 =
!'.H{ QEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

P10-B aid
allocated

to boost

rice supply 1«

Based on the 2024 General Appro-
priations Act, #9.561 billion was appro-
priated for the distribution of fertilizer
discount vouchers under the Department
of Agriculture’s (DA) Production Support
Services of the National Rice Program.

Of this amount, some $6.161 billion
will be used for fertilizer assistance to
complement the agency’s Hybrid Seed
Program and #3.4 billion for its Inbred
Certified Seed Program.

“Bukod po sa pagpapalakas ng
produksyon at suplay ng pagkain sa
bansa, nais po ng ating mahal na Pangulo
na mabigyan ng nararapat na tulong ang
ating local famers. Napakahalaga po ng
tungkulin na ginagampanan nila sa ating
ekonomiya at komunidad (Apart from
strengthening the production and supply
of food in the country, our dear President
wants to ensure that our local farmers
receive appropriate assistance. The role
they play in our economy and community
" isof utmost importance),” Budget Secre-

tary Amenah F. Pangandaman said. “Rest
assured that this government will always
look for the best solutions to provide as-
sistance to them.”

The fertilizer program is expected to
be implemented within the major rice-
producing provinces in the country and
promote balanced fertilization to increase
rice productivity. .

~ For the farmers’ fuel assistance,
$510.4 million was allocated. This in-
cludes the operating expenses from the
distribution of the said assistance.

This program is subject to the guide-
lines to be issued by the DA, in coordina-
tion with the DBM and the Department
of Energy.

World’s top rice importer

Meanwhile, a Rice Outlook released by
USDA’s Economic Research Service stated
it was projecting that the Philippines
would import around 3.8 million tons of
rice, much more than China, Indonesia,
the European Union, Nigeria, and Irag.

The report also projected an increase
in the rice import of the following

countries: Afghanistan, Angola, Bangla-
desh, China, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Cuba, Ethiopla, Iran, South
Korea, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Ma-
laysia, Mexico, Nepal, the Philippines,
Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, the United
States, and Yemen.

In a statement in September 2023 when
USDA also reported that the Philippines had
already overtaken China in terms of being
the world’s top rice reporter, Agriculture
Undersecretary Leocadio Sebastian said the
country’s rice importation for 2024 was ex-
pected to be lower than the USDA’s forecast.

“We also expect that with the intensi-
fied efforts to produce more rice locally,
we will import less than the projected 3.8
MMT in 2024,” Sebastian had said.

“The uncertainty of depending on ex-
ternal sources for our staple and the high
price of imported rice makes it imperative
for us to produce more locally,” he added.

Meanwhile, the global rice trade for
2024 is projected to be lower, from 52.4
million tons (milled basis) in the year ear-
lier to 52.2 million tons this year.

“The...small projected decrease in 2024
[is] largely due to export bans and other
export restrictions implemented by the
Government of India in 2022 and 2023,”
the report stated.

Stock down 25% in December
.In December last year, the country’s
rice inventory significantly declined, but
the government assured sufficient supply

* that will last until the next harvest season.

A report from the Philippine Statis-
tics Authority showed that the rice stock

dropped 25 percent to 1.90 million metric

tons (MT) from 2.53 MT recorded in the
same period in 2022.

The latest reading is slightly lower by
4.2 percent than the November 2023 stock
of 1.98 million MT.

Rice supplies from the National Food
Authority (NFA), which had a share of three
percent in the total inventories, declined
by 54.4 percent compared to the same
period in 2022. ‘

It was followed by the household sector,
down by 33.2 percent, and the commercial
sector, down by 8.7 percent. They had a
share of 52.1 percent and 44.9 percent of
the total inventories, respectively.

Month-on-month, decreases were seen
in all rice inventories with stocks from the
commercial sector declining by 5.5 percent,
NFA depositories by 5.1 percent, and the
household sector by three percent.
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BAI confirms swine flu outbreak
in 3 Occidental Mindoro towns

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y, ARCALAS
YW@jearcalas

HE Bureau of Animal Industry

(BAI) on Monday announced

that Occidental Mindoro is no
longer free from African swine fever
(ASF) after confirming outbreaks of
the transboundary animal disease in
three towns in the province.

Inastatement, the Department
of Agriculture (DA) disclosed that
the BAI confirmed the new ASF
cases in Occidental Mindoro, the

first in the province.

With this development, both
Oriental Mindoro and Occidental
Mindoro have confirmed ASE

outbreaks already.
The DA said thelocal government

units concerned are now conducting .

necessary protocols to address the
ASFoutbreaksincluding “thorough”
surveillance, depopulation and
culling of affected pigs. -

“BAI also detected Monday

recurrenceofapositivecaseinNaujan,
keeping the Oriental Mindoro
town under tight monitoring and
movement of hogs within town
limits," the DA said on Monday.
“BAI confirmed the ASF cases in
Occidental Mindoroon January12,a

few days after a couple of barangays

in Sta. Cruz and San Jose reported
an unusual number of pig deaths,”
the DA added.

The DA explained that the blood
samples from Occidental Mindoro

were sent to BAI this month, which
yielded positive results: seven cases
in San Jose, five cases in Sta. Cruz
and two cases in Rizal.

“ASF cases in the island were
first detected in Oriental Mindoro
late last year. Pig production in
the Oriental Mindoro towns of
Naujan and Calapan are now being
strictly monitored due to previous
ASE cases while the town of Baco
is being monitored for the virus,”
the DA said.

The areas with confirmed ASF

outbreaksarenowplacedunderred

zone in compliance with the DA’s
prevailing rules and regulations
in addressing the disease. Areas
placed under red zones have
restricted hog movement.

“The DA is now awaiting

requests from LGUs [local
government units] to activate
additional surveillance groups
and from affected farmers for the
indemnification of slaughtered
hogs. The DA pays P5,000 for
each slaughtered swine due to
ASFE, with the limit at 20 heads °
of pigs,” it said. 3
The DA noted that Mindoro
province supplies hogs to Metro
Manila and to some parts of
Region VI. :
In2022, Occidentaland Oriental
Mindoro combined for a hog
production of 34,933.33 metric
tons (MT), about 2 percent of the
country’s. total output of 1.737
million MT during the period,
based on Philippine Statistics
Authority data.
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ASF outbreak sa Mindoro kinumpirma ng DA

Kmump;rma kahapon ng Bureau Kmumpmna ng BAI ang mga

_ of Animal lndustr{ ng Department = kas nﬁn 'ASF sa Occidental doro
sof Agnctﬂture (DA) ang mga baﬁ noong Enero 12, ilang araw mata :
Swine Fever (. n§ ; wangbaran ysa.Sta

: sa tanfong h}aw ng Ocq:identa,l >an Jose a _nag-u at sa ‘di’ pang-
Mindoro. _

"Agad umanong nagsa | ns‘msa
m okal ap, mga  Sinabin gap{gsali
da‘%aabm ' ng masusing pag- siArnel de Mesa naang m,
. st gbay, ad na i-depopulate : ng dugo na 1p1nadala noo
-»amfect nababoy, ipatupad ang buwan sa BAI ay nagkumpirn
ng ng pitong kaso ng ASF sa San Jo!
~ lima sa Sta. Cruz, at dalawang
a mumsmahdad ng mzal
SR |
"Ang lalawigan n
agsugsupla]r .g n g%ioy saMetro
Vianila at sa ilar

n 6. (Dolly ( f'_ﬁreza;lgﬂeen-

Page

of



EOPL

P

OURNALS

Everybody s Newspaper

: 4
Date: 23 JAN 202 Page: <
N LIBRARY
J5‘\:? DECT. OF AGRICULTURE

B~

“Gov't, private sector tackle

plan to buy sugar from farmers

THE Deparlment of Agncul
‘ture(DA)and Sugar Regulato-

ry Administration (SRA) have

convened sugarindustrylead-

. erstota govemmmt’splan .
e directly from the

to buy sugar
: faunmatapmuumpfnoeamld

_secretary Emmie leafzderez-
era-

and
tradersat the DA central office
/in Quezon City on Friday.
"(Itwﬁs)amommbousevent e
' ippine Sugar Millers Associa-

Chiong met with
tionleaders, millers,

as the last time ind stake-

gate  holderssatdown togetherwas

SRA. Admnushatorl’abtl&ﬁzog-
* nasaidthathe, / Sec-
. retary Fra

and Philippine International ‘meeting.
~ “Trading orp'pmsidmt"anﬂ“ “United

chief executive officer Under-

robably eight years ago. We:

bethebegmmng

eachotlmr EiN Amo

ation, Confederatlon of Sugar

v Tt
%‘I.P gkt
rancisco Tiu Laurel Jros -« - Those who- aﬂ:endedfﬂle,.,

> leaders of the -
ugar ProducersFeder-

Producers Asgomahon Im:,
National Federation of Sugar-
cane Planters, Luzon Federa-
tion of Sugarcane Growersand.

Associations, Panay Federation -

of Sugarcane Farmers Inc,, Phil-

~tion, e Association of
Sugmﬂm, and groups of

and traders.
The -of 3,000

kilo bag' iis -conside faﬁ'
ﬁmﬂcetpnoe,butfaﬁﬁgahepnp-
esarestill only between
and P2,500, parhmlarly in Ne-
‘gros, the country’s sugar mpr—
tal.
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Shearline causes
P108-M agri, infra
damage in Davao
Region, Caraga

The damage to agriculture and in-
frastructure in Davao Region (Region 11)
and Caraga (Region 13) due the effects: of
shearline has reached #82 million and P26
million respectively, data from the Office of
Civil Defense (OCD) and National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management Council
(NDRRMC) showed on Monday, Jan. 22.

OCD spokesperson Edgar Posadas said
the initial estimate in agricultural damage
was pegged at 82 million in the two af-
fected regions, with majority of the
affected goods being crops and rice. > 8

‘Shearline causes B108-M agri, intra

“This is subject to change be-
cause with the improvement in the

- weather, those conducting rapid

assessment, led by officials from

. the local government units (LGUs),

can now go out,” Posadas said in a

* public briefing.

Meanwhile, a situation report
from the NDRRMC said infrastruc-
ture damage amounted to $26.87

million in Davao de Oro and Davao .

del Norte, both in Region 11.

The extent of infrastructure
damage in Caraga has yet to be
validated.

Further, Posadas mentioned that
there were 20 totally damaged and
142 partially damaged houses in
both regions.

Meanwhile, the death toll related
to the bad weather in Davao Region
further increased to 16.

Posadas said there were 12 fa-
talities in Davao de Oro—11 in the
municipality of Monkayo and one in
Maragusan; two in Davao City; and
one each in Davao Oriental and Davao
Occidental. He said the majority of
the deaths were due to landslides
and flash floods.

The shearline has also affect-
ed 152,642 families composed of
670,807 individuals in Davao Region
and Caraga.

Of these, 8,590 families or 32,116
individuals were displaced by flood-
ing and landslides.

“We elevated our status to Blue
Alert for our Emergency Opera-
tions Center in OCD Caraga and OCD

. Region 11. That means we have ad-

ditional personnel augmenting our
operations, including those from
the uniformed services, and that is
complemented by our Blue Alert here

at Camp Aguinaldo,” Posadas said.

At present, Posadas said there
are 11 areas placed under a state of
calamity due to the bad weather in
Mindanao, seven of which are in
Davao Region and four others in
Caraga.

The national government and
local government units in the af-
fected regions have provided P52
million worth of relief assistance to
the affected individuals in the form
of family food packs, family kits, and
hygiene kits.

“1’d like to reiterate that the
government is here. Government re-
sources [are] available if those from
the local government are not enough.
We have regional resources as facili-
tated by the OCD, DILG [Department
of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment], and DSWD [Department of

Social Welfare and Development),”"

the OCD spokesperson said.

More comprehensive
mapping system

Meanwhile, Vice President and
Education Secretary Sara Duterte
visited the wake of landslide vic-
tims in Davao de Oro as she called
for the implementation of a “robust
mapping” system to identify danger
zones in municipalities.

In a statement posted on Face-
book, the official shared about his
visit to the families of the victims
last Jan. 20, two days after the
landslide that has so far claimed 12
lives in the towns of Monkayo and
Maragusan in Davao de Oro.

She lamented how the tragedy
caused the lives of the victims, and
shared photos of her personally talk-
ing with the victims’ families to hear

damage in Davao Region, Caraga 1+

about their grievances.

Duterte then called for the estab-
lishment of a “robust mapping” sys-
tem by the Municipal Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council.

“Ang mahalagang hakbang na ito
ay makakatulong sa mga residente
na makaiwas sa mga mapanganib
na lugar sa panahon ng mga bagyo
o malakas na pagbuhos ng ulan,
kung saan sa huli ay sinisiguro ang
kanilang kaligtasan (This important
step will help residents avoid dan-
ger zones in times of typhoons or
strong rains, which will ensure their
safety),” she wrote. “Ang sistema ng
mapping ay napakahalaga dahil ito
ay nagbibigay sa ating mga komuni-
dad ng mahahalagang impormasyon
tungkol sa mga mapanganib na lugar
at potensyal na panganib sa pag-
guho ng lupa (The mapping system
is very important because this gives
our communities vital information
about danger zones and potential
landslides).”

The Vice President enjomed local
government units (LGUs) to coordi-
nate better because disseminating
proper information will strengthen
communities and avoid tragedies.

Aside from the mapping system,
the Vice President also underscored
the importance of proactive mea-
sures like pre-emptive evacuation in
hazard-prone areas and asked resi-
dents to follow the bulletins issued
by the Local Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Response Team.

The flooding and landslides on
Jan. 18 has affected nearly 45,000
families or over 187,000 people in the
Davao Region, the NDRRMC had ear-
lier said. (Martin Sadongdong with a
report from Raymund Antonio)
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QC mayor pushes -
urban farming

QUEZON City Mayor Maria Josefina “Joy”
Belmonte on Monday urged lot owners to
convert their idle lands into urban farms
and enjoy tax exemption.

Belmonte told The Manila Times the city's
Food Security Task Force (FSTF) has imple-
mented a simplified procedure in applying
foridle land tax exemption to landowners
who use their land for urban farming.

In 2020, Belmonte approved an ordi-
nance which provided for tax exemption
to landowners who use their idle lands for
gardening and composting for a minimum
of three years.

The produce from their land can be used
for personal or public consumption, she said.
The mayor saw the concept as“a win-win

solution for both the landowners and the city.”

Under the simplified process, landowners
applying for idle land tax exemption must
submit via email an application letter, a duly

accomplished applicahon for waiver of idle ’

land tax for food security, the Iatestphotosof
their property, and at least one copy of any of
the following documents: latest real property
tax official receipt/ tax bill; taxdedaranon

or land title.

The FSTF will send an inspector to
validate the application by visiting the
idle land. [ %7

The applicant will then be issued an
urban agriculture activity certification
(UAAC) signed by the mayor.

The UAAC will be forwarded to the City
Assessor’s Office for idle land tax delisting.

“We highly encourage landowners of idle
lands to make use of their land for urban
agriculture, which can help the city achieve
its food security goals, espedially now that
we simplified our process,” FSTF co-chairman
Emmanuel Hugh Velasco said.

There are 1,026 urban farms in the city
being managed by 25,650 urban farmers.

ARLIE O. CALALO
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Dahil sadyang hitik sa

kalinangan at sining ang

ni MER LAYSON

Bastat magalmq, sa Guiguinto nanggaling... 139
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noong January
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saganang teamng
Magsasakang Reporter
p?afa.l-cwerangnapaka-
sayang

sagana at mabuting taon
ng mga taga Guiguinto,

Sinimulan ito ng da-
ting Punong Bayan at
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Jr.
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Soybeans, corn recovet

SINGAPORE- Chicago soybean
‘and corn futures gained ground
on Monday, as short-covering and
strong demand for US cargoes
underpinned prices, with both
markets recovering from several
weeks of bleak performances.

Wheat prices climbed for a
fourth consecutive session.

The most-active soybean con-
tract on the Chicago Board of
Trade (CBOT) was up 0.4 percent
at $12.18-1/4 a bushel, and corn
gained 0.1 percent at $4.46 2
bushel. Wheat rose 0.3 perccnt to
- $5.94-3/4 a bushel.

The US Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA) on Friday confirmed
pﬂvate sales of 297,000 metric
tons of US soybea.ns to China,
" the first soybean sales announce-
ment under its daily reporting rules
since Dec. 19 and the first to the
world’s top buyer of the oilseed

since Dec. 15.
A weekly USDA report showed
‘US corn and wheat export sales
- for 2023-24 exceeded analysts’ es-

timates in the week ended Jan. 11.

US corn futures have dropped
for the last six weeks and soybeans
‘have declined for past five weeks
" amid expectations of ample sup-
‘plies. - Reuters
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Chicago soybean and corn recover
from recent losses on strong demand

SINGAPORE Chlcago soybean reportlng rules since Déc. 19 and
and corn futures gained ground the first to the world’s top buyer
on Monday, as short-coveringand * of the oilseed since Dec. 15.
~strong demand for US cargoes
;mderpmned pnces, ‘with both USoorn and wheat export sales for

- A weekly USDA report showed :

report, published on Jan. 12, in-
"cluded a 1.1% upward revision
from its December 2023 report
“to its forecast for world corn
“production in 2023/24, provid-

" markets recovering from several 2023-2024 exceeded analysts’ es- mgfurtherfueltomnrketbears,
~ weeks of bleak performances. timates in the week ended Jan. 11. BMI research wrote in a note.
‘Wheat prices chmbed{qr gt US corn futurgs have dropped ' Traders contmue to monitor
fourth consecutive session. . for the last six and soy- crop conditions in South America
e The most active soybean con- *beans have ~de ‘ ned for past 5'aﬁer analysts slashed estimates
ﬁve weeks amid expectations of for ,Braml's soybean crop due to
ample supplies. earlier hot, dry weather. Drought

- US corn inventories last month

foar&:have eased due to recent

swelled{ﬁ their largest level smoe r@ams though, and bumper har-

{17 2018] ﬁn‘{ls Department | wvests are expected elsewhere in
“The . culture said on Friday, asglobalmrg; SouthAméncasuchasArgenﬁm. ¢
e (USDA) on Friday con- - ,phesrecuverﬁ'ommlﬂ‘h -yearlows. ﬁrgo speculators increased
private sales of 297,000  “Projections for large harvests & theu net short position in CBoT
ns of US soybeans to inArgentma and Brazil continue  corn futures in the week ended
* China, the first soybean sales " to dampen market sentiment Jan. 16, regulatory data released
announcement under its dally while the USDA’s latest WASDE  on Friday showed. — Reuters
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