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New DA undersecretary
- for operations named

Francisco 'I'iu Laurel

i %t the Department of Agricul-

ture has issued a series of special .

orders on the appointment of top
DA officials as part of the agency’s
major revamp.
aurel designated former Na-
tional Food Authority (NFA) official
Roger Navarro as DA undersecre-
ta:{ for operations.
. Laurel also appointed Navarro
as acting undersecretary for rice
sindustry development, replacing

Leocadio Sebastian who opted to

retire effective Feb. 1 after his pDSI-

tion was downgraded temember of
the technical advisory group.

" Navarro was also named officer-
m—charge (OIC) of key offices of .

the DA, including the Office of the
National Project Director, Philip-
pine Rural Development. Project

and Office of the Assistant Secretary

for Operations.

Navarro a]so_replaced Arnel
de Mesa as assistant secretary for

* operations, who was appointed by

Laurel as the full-time spokesman
for the DA.

Navarro served-as special assis-

tant to NFA Administrator Roderico
Bioco.

Laurel promoted hts chief of
staff, John Alvin Balagbag, as un-
dersecretary. :
= ' Other new a pomtments in
the DA include tﬁe designation of
lawyer Roland Tulay as OIC of the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Administration and Office of the
Undersecretary for Administration.

Laurel also ordered the recall of

‘Executive Director Liza Battad to

the Phjhppme Carabao Center.
— Bella Cariaso
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ByAdrian I'L Hallll Reporter

THE PHILIPPINES needs to make

greater use of its mango industryin -

expanding agricultural exports, the

United Nations Food and Agricul-

ture Organization (FAO) said.
“The Philippine mango has a

.

real competitive advantage. It is.

known globally, it is well reputed
for the quality of the product,” FAO
Country Representative for the
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Philippines Lionel Heun Valenﬁg third quarter, accounting for 8.2%

Dabbadie told BusmesaWo,rId.
“When it comes to mtemati‘&nﬂ
trade the Philippines has been: done

moreasanlmporterthknanem— gl

porter in recent years,” “headded.

A

The Department of Agriculture * e i
(DA) has said that it is prepnnng_
to increase exports of agpcultunﬂ ¥

good, and is in the process of draft-
ing of a Philippine Agncultural
Export Development Plan.
Agricultural exports declined
13.3% to $1.61 billion during the

of total exports, according to the

% Bhlhppme Statlstlcs Authority,
Francis-

culture Se

. Laurel, Jr. has \s proposed

t];xe rev:val of mango exports to

, which had imposed strict-

er quahty standards on Philip-
‘pine fruit imports.

‘The DA said mango exports to

 Japan declined sharply since 2011

with Philippine producers having
to meet upgraded sanitary and
~ phytosanitary standards.

1y
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;—0 says mango industry can take lead
n ralsmg food export competitiveness

“The Philippines however does
not have the best conditions for this,
you have disasters, no big land to cul-
tivate mangoes. That is why you need
to focus on where you have competi-

'~ tiveadvantageandwhatproductscan

compete,” Mr: Dabbadie said.
He added that the Philippines
should grow mangoes with an eye

towards meeting export market

standards.

Mr. Dabbadie said that the FAOI i

is working with the govemment-
to implement its One Country

One Pnonty Product initiative.

The pro;ect‘auns to identify
and priormze essential agricul-
tural products which have growth

potential and the promise making .

farmers more prosperous.

Py ? “Especlally mangoes. This
. what we are working on with the

govemment e said.

The Philippines exported
12,548 metric tons of mangoes in
2023, according to the Bureau of
Plant Industry. This was valued at
about P2.9 billion. .
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exports soar
be ond P5B
in 23-—DA

YV HE Philippines exported
over P5 billion worth of
:  fruits, including mangoes
' and avocados, last year on the
back of higher demand from newly
opened markets, the Department
of Agriculture (DA) said.
The DA said the Bureau of Plant
Industry (BPI) facilitated and re-

corded the export of 20,325.09 .

! metric tons (MT) mangoes, avo-
. cados and durians worth P5. 167
. billion last year.

. Broken down, the country
shipped 12,548.49 MT of man-
goes worth P2.9 billion, 3,045.6
MT of avocados valued at P377

~ million and 4,731 MT of durian

- worth P1.89 billion. &

' “The 2023 export [volume]
flgures showed a 316-percent in-
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DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

' CONTINUED FROM A1

"'Thebureaulikew!sehe;pad open
markets for dlirlan rts to China,
Hass avm;ados to S Korea and
Mangoes to Austrafja, the DA said.
~ Agriculture Secretary FranciscoP.
- Tiul.aurﬁ]ﬁlaudedthe achievements
of the BP! last year, emhpasizing that
the bureau is in line with the Marcos
Jr. administration’s of “elevating the
condition of Filipino farmers and,
ultimately, food sufficiency and se-
curity, through mechanization and
modernization.”

“Fornearlyacentury, BPIhas been

atthe forefrontofagriculturalinnova- ,

tion, stewardship, and progressin our
nation. We are here to celebrate not
just the longevity of this institution

“but also the milestones, advance- -

ments, and commitmentithasshown
towards the modernization of agricul-

crease for avocado, 109 percent

i formango, andasignificant4,000
percent for durian, respectively
compared to last year,” the DA
said in a statement on Thursday.

The DA noted that the BPI is-
sued over 83,000 sanitary and
phytosanitary certificates for
the export of various agricultural
productslastyear, aswellasnearly
80,000 import-clearances for the
entry of foreign commodities.

SEE “PHL,” A2

A o AL

tural practicesin ourcountry," Laﬁ’ﬁel
said during the BPI’594thannivetshry
last Wednesday

Laurel urged the BPI to susgln
its "forward-thinklng approach in

~ addressing the needs of the coun-

'safafme’rs tnwaqdmetj’mmh and

o idevélopmentoftheagﬁcﬁltﬂrisectur

_ TheDAsaidthe BPI provided more
than72 M[_qfvegetahle seedsandle-
qumes to hundreds of farmersaswell -

~ as82,471 pieces of planting materials

aspartofits effortstoboostlocal food
production and farm productivity.
“It also certified over 5.8 million
bags of rice, corn and field legumes
that helped increase farm yield by as

_much as 30 percent. The agency also

issued biosafety permits to foster
safe biotechnology: practices in the
country,” the DA said. '
“Over 400,000 clearances were
issued by BPI for domestic transport

“to prevent the spread of pests in the

country,” the DA added. Jasper Em-
manuel Y. Arcalas
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DA chief cites'23 BPI achievements
to boost food suppl;}- fruits exports

ByOtheIV Campos )

< ; as cited eﬁ‘oris of
the Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) to
help sustain food security and boost
exports of high value agnculture
crops that hit P5.16 billion in 2023.

~ Data from the BPI showed exports
of high value fruits at 12,548.49
metric tons of mangoes worth P2.9
billion; 3,045.6 metric tons of avo-
cado valued at P377 million; and
4,731 tons of fresh durian worth
P1.89 billion.

‘The 2023 export figures représent-
ed a 316 percent increase for avo-
cado, 109 percent for mango, and a
significant 4,000 percent for durian,

- compared to last year’s figures.

The BPI likewise helped open
markets for durian exports to China,
Hass avocados to South Korea and
mangoes to Australia. :

Laurel said the BPI was instrumen-
tal in upgrading agricultural practic-
es, including providing better seeds
and planting materials, innovating
farming technologies, controlling
plant pests and using biological
control agents, promoting safe and
sustainable crop production, as well

as licensing and accrediting private

sector partners for development.

In 2023, the BPI provided more
than 72 tons of vegetable seeds and
legumes to hundreds of farmers, as
well as 82,471 pieces of planting

materials to help increase food pro-

duction and farm productivity.
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FRUITFUL ANNIVERSARY. Agriculture /Francisco P.Tiu Laurel -

i b Tt

- Jr.joins officials of the Bureau of Plant Industry in visiting the exhibits at the 94th

anniversary of the BPI, which showcased products of the Crop Research and
Production and Services Division such as seedllngs, fruits, and vegetables (see story

! unAs} JayMonhsIDA-OSer.
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RIGE FIELDS REAGHES P 717K

By Jordeene B. I.agaré
@jordeenelagare

Farmers in Zamboanga del
Norte province have suffered
losses totaling P717,500 due to
El Nino, the first blow dealt by
the weather phenomenon to
the agriculture sector.

In its first El Nifio bulle-
tin, the Department of Agri-
culture's (DA) Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Operations Center said that 22
farmers and 22.25 hectares of
rice fields in the province were
affected by drought.

The weather phenomenon
is characterized by below-nor-
mal rainfall conditions, with a
strong and mature El Nino like-
ly to persist until February.

“Majority of global cli-
mate models suggest that El
Nifo will likely persist until
the March-April-May 2024
season with a transition to
Enso (El Nino-Southern Os-

cillation)-neutral in the April-
May-June 2024 season,” the
bulletin said. Enso is a climate
pattern marking the absence
of El Nifo or La Nina.

The DA has implemented
various measures to combat
the weather phenomenon and
provide appropriate interver-
tion to affected farmers. "

These include monitoring
the weather condition and actu-
al ground situation; validating
vulnerable areas; consolidating
and analyzing data on planting,
harvesting and source and sta-
tus of irrigation systems; and
regularly disseminating advi-
sories and agrometeorological
information. .

It is also undertaking a
joint area assessment before
conducting cloud  seeding
operations = and promoting
drought-resistant crop va-
rieties better adapted to an-

ticipated weather conditions

during El Nino. wa
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By ROMINA CABRERA

Eight provinces in Luzon
are currently experiencing
drought amid the El Nifio
phenomenon, the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical
Services Administration
(PAGASA) said yesterday.

PAGASA said t_hat‘drought
was observed in the provinces
of Apayao, Bataan, Cagayan,
Cavite, Ilocos Norte, Kalinga,
Palawan and Zambales.

Drought conditions are
characterized by below nor-
mal rainfall or 21 to 60 percent
reduction from the average for
five consecutive months, or

8 provinces experiencin
drought due to El Nino

way below normal rainfall for

| three consecutive months. -
The strong and mature El

’ Nifio is expected to persist

until May, with transition to -

neutral El Nifio-Southern Os-
' cillation conditions by Apml

toJune” "’

El Nifio, which brin ,

' and dry air, increases the hkeh—

' hood of below normal rainfall

- and may bring dry spells and
| droughts in some areas.

Dry spell conditions have
been observed so far in 19
- provinces nationwide.

Provinces that experienced
| dry spell, or below normal
rainfall conditions for three con-
secutive months, include Ne-
gros Occidental in the Visayas

) Turn to Page 6
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8 provinces e

and Basilan in Mindanao.

Abra, Aurora, Benguet, Ifugao,
Ilocos Sur, Isabela, La Union,
Metro Manila, Mountain Province,
Nueva Ecija, Nueva Vizcaya, Oc-
cidental Mindoro, Pampanga,
Pangasinan, Quirino, Rizal and
Tarlac also experienced dry spell
conditions. : G

There were also 23 provinces'
that experienced dry conditions
or below normal rainfall in two
- months. tl{:é £ S e

PAGASA said that generally be-
low to way below normal rainfall
conditions have been experienced
in most parts of the country for the'

month of January, except in some - mlg 21: 0“5"1“5 Nifio ph

parts of Bicol and Mindanao,
El Nino damage
~ The damage of the El Nifio phe-

nomenon to the agriculture sector
has already reached P717,500 affect-

ing 22:25 hectares of rice areas, the
- Department of Agriculture reported

in its latest bulletin. . :
- “The damage and losses were
incurred at vegetative stages of rice,”
~ DARegion 2 officer-in-charge Ex-

‘said that the DA encaurages farmers

ant peanuts as an alternative

c ”lgm,f'Ve'
of  Jh ¥y

L

N7~
i
H

ecutive Director Rose Mary Aquino.
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without water.

 “When we were asked to submit

a mitigation plan for El Nifio, one of
“the mitigation plans we submitted
was the planting of peanuts; The

only requirement of peanuts for

the whole drought duration is 200

cubic meters of water. The critical
“period is only from vegetative to re-
,pmdﬁcﬁv;e,jajté‘f%\at it only needs
sunlight. When you plant (peanuts)
in January, the vegetative period is
from February and early March,”

Aquino said.

“Yes (we are encouraging farm-

‘ers to plant peanuts) to address in
:gaae;\_Eﬁ\Iiﬁcrpersists,” she added. “I
am very optimistic with the advent
~of climate change, the commodity
‘that we can tap as a re;ﬁacement
t time is

?z-",’fl:speciarll_y ‘during droug

peanuts.” : k. il
- Mitigation measures
Meanwhile, the DA said it has

“taken several actions to respond to

the impact of the ongoing El Nifio.

Among theseare the regular dissemi-
nation of advisories and agro-mete
logical information thr municipal
and dity agriculturists and report officers
and the monitoring of weather condi-
tions and actual ground situation.

. The DA has also conducted valida-
tion of vulnerable areas and identifi-
cation of interventions for farmers to
be affected. It has made consolidation
and analysis of data such as planting

and harvesting, source and status of

irrigation systems.

Other actions taken by the DA

include the joint area assessment

‘during El Nifio, including a

before the conduct of cloud seeding 7

- operations, providing information to

farmers on proper crop mana(nigement,
lanting schedules and optimizing

 fertilizer use, and the promotion of

drought-resistant crop varieties that
are better adapted to the anticipated
weather conditions during El Nifio.
The DA said earlier thatitis in
out intervention strategies to mitigate
the impact of an 2 _prolonged
dry spell caused by the El Nifio on rice
production as it started the series of
cluster meetings for the Masagana Rice
Industry Development Program. .
Around 275,000 hectares of rice
fields had been earlier identified as
vulnerable to the impact of an El
Nifio-induced dry spell, according
to the DA. — With Bella Cariaso,

2
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PH to resort to importation as El Nifio begins
to affect rice fields in Zamboanga del Norte

By GABRIELL CHRISTEL GALANG

The Department of Agriculture (DA) has
reported that the persistent El Nifio phenom-

enon is beginning to take a toll onrice paddies

in Zamboanga del Norte.

To bolster the buffer stock in the wake of
the E1Nifio, the DA said the private sector will
be importing rice, with half a million metric

tons of the staple set to arrive next month.
The DA said these imports will sufficiently
meet demand for rice until March or the next

harvest season.

In a statement, the DA-Disaster Risk
Reduction andManagement Service (DRRMS)
said P717 500 has been lost as a result of the
ongoing dr:y spell in Zamboanga
del Norte, lmpactmg 22 farmers >I‘I

PH to resort to 1mportat10n
as El Nino begins to affect rice
fields in Zamboanga del Norte 1+

and covering 22.25 hectares of rice
fields.

- According to the DA Regional Field -

Office IX findings, the losses occurred
during the vegetative phase of the rice
or in the early stages of planting.

“Majority of global climate models
suggest that El Nifio will likely persist
until March to May of 2024,” DA-
DRRMS said.

The agency said it is now taking
steps to reduce the lmpact of El Nino,

including assessing vulnerable ar-
eas and preparing for cloud seeding
operations.

Moreover, the DA-DRRMS is iden-

_ tifying interventions to assist farmers

with issues affecting rice plants and
analyzingirrigation status to alleviate

the effects of the ongoing dry spell.

- Last month, the DA announced
that the department was formulat-
ing plans in response to the weather
phenomenon.
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DA: Initial El Nifio
damage at P717k

THE El Nifio weather pat-
tern has caused P717,500
in initial damage at the
start of the rice planting
season, the Department
of Agriculture (DA) said on
Thursday.

The department’s first
El Nifio bulletin also said
that dry spells had so far
affected 22.3 hectares of |
rice fields. The figures are
expected to increase as
more data is collected, it
added. '

The department has said
that a “strong and mature”
El Nifio would last until
February although fears
have been raised that it
could persist well into

2024,
Majority of'global cli-
mate models suggest that

_ EI Nifio will likely persist

until May with a transition
to a neutral phase up to
June.

The Agriculture depart-
ment said it was continu-
ing to monitor the situa-
tion and would issue regu-
lar advisories to farmers.

According to the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical
Services Administration,

Metro Manila and 26 other .

provinces will likely ex-

perience a drought by the

end of February. J
JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

Page

of



The Manila Times

Date: JIP.

20 <o2q Page:

g2

N &
“'\" ;,
N

WK pepr.

LIBRARY
OF AGRICULTURE

DA accelerates irrigation projects

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) is ramping up its irrigation

efforts through the construction of

-sevaalwatet-related projects across

Amounting to P10 2 mﬁhon.
‘two diversion dams were officially
launched by DA Regional Field Of-
. fice (RFO) 9 to the beneficiaries of
the Small Water Irrigation System
Association (Swisa) in Barangay
Sicade and Gawil in Kumalarang,
Zamboanga del Sur.

The Sicade Swisa has been grant-

ed access to the finished Sicade:
Diversion Dam Pm;ect, whlch was.

funded under the DA's ice pmgram
with a total cost of P5.8 million.

On the other hand, the Gaﬁil—_
Swisa expmed appmaanon for

the P.4.4mﬂhon. rehabilitation of
the Gawil Irrigation Project that was
funded by the DA chk Response
Fund. -

According to the DA, these ini-
tiatives aim to improve irrigation

efficiency, empower the community

to maximize their rice production
capabilities and enhance the resil-
ience of the farming community.

* “The impact of these projects
extends beyond infrastructure,
significantly benefiting farmers in
Barangay Gawil and Sicade. The
projects are designed to ease and ac-

._celerate their lxvehhood.s, prov:dmg'

boost rice production in their mu-.

nicipality.

“As Kumalarang anticipates a_

boost in rice production, these proj-

ects not only signify infrastructural

progress but also pave the way fora
more resilient and sustainable future

for the local farming commumty,

said DA RFO 9.

In Bulacan, rehablhtanon ofthe.

Bustos Dam is being done through
the private sector. The National
Irrigation Administration (NIA),

meanwhile, said that this project

will ensure efficient irrigation

ent of rubber gates i

Page of

Accordmg to the NIA, thisiinitia-
tive is expected to support ?3708
farmers and provide 1mgatlop
to 31,485 hectares of agricultural

. land across 16 municipalities in

Bulacan and four mumapahnes in
Pampanga,

A new Rubber Gate 5 was also
installed in the same dam. The
replacement, carried out by the
ITP' Construction Inc.-Guangxi
Hydroelectric Construction Bureau
Co. Ltd. Consortium (contractor),
incurred no cost for the NIA.

According to the DA, the country

: hasa:ounds 13 m:lhpnha:tamsof

e!,and
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Evaluation

N opinion piece last week

y my esteemed friend Boo
Chanco, a widely read columnist
in another paper and my co-fellow
at the Foundation for Economic
Freedom Inc., caught my atten-
tion. It was entitled “Bastonero,”
wherein he stressed the need for
a high-ranking government of-
ficial to track progress made by
agencies based on the promises
given or programs implemented
to improve the lives of our people.
- He noted that President Fer-
dinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.
simply does not have the time

" FINER
~ POINTS

~ FERMIN
_ ADRIANO

“for this and hence must designate

someone who can perform the
task. Providing that feedback, real
time or a bit delayed, is critical if
the administration wants to ensure

 that real progress is made and that

the President’s promlses are truiy
delivered. 1?2

>Fmer'83

B FINER FROM BT

Evaluation

“Boo recalled that during the PNoy
administration, it was Cabinet Secretary
Rene Almendras who played this role
effectively. Almendras made sure that
President Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino 3rd
was regularly updated on the performance
of various departments, particularly those

- that provide indispensable services to the

people such as the Departments of Educa-
tion, Health, Social Welfare, Agnculture.
Transportation, etc.

Under the Duterte administration, there
was also a “bastonero” or baton-holder
in the person of Finance Secretary Carlos
“Sonny” Dominguez. However, his over-
sight was confined to agencies that man-
aged the economic and financial health
of the nation. He did this by heading the
Economic Development Cabinet Cluster -
composed of the National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA)

‘and Departments of Finance, Budget and

Management, Trade, Agnculture, Public
Works, etc.

Monitoring and evaluatlon (M&E) are
key components of good and effective
governance. Besides measuring progress
and accomplishments versus the original

_stated ob}ectlves, 'M&E can be a tool to
gauge progress made toward reforms and
institutional changes. While “profits”

serve as a reliable gauge of performance

“in a market, evaluation performs that
‘indispensable role in institutions whose

budgetary resources come from taxpayers.
Nobel Prize winner in economics Jo-
seph Stiglitz (1998) noted that M&E was

“indispensable in making decisions that

would lead to better outcomes. In a'demo-
cratic setting, those outcomes should be -
instituted in the system as part of improv-
ing the msututfons of governance.
Reforms in‘a‘democratic regime come
in incremental’ fashion. The quality of
incremental changes introduced in insti-
tutions will be greatly enhanced if these
are products of well-researched M&E of

“previous experiences and projects. Thus,
‘Wiesner (1998) asserted that evaluation
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1st E1 Nino damage recorded
in Zamboanga del Norte

" INITIAL cost of damage to the
agriculture sector of the effects
of ElNifio has reached P717,500,
according to latest data from the
Department of Agriculture’s (DA)
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Operations Center.

The DA attached agency in its
advisory as of 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day, said damage from the weather
phenomenon is equivalent to 22.25
hectares of rice areas tended by 22
farmets in Zamboanga del Norte.

Amid the development, DA said
damage and losses were incurred
at vegetative stages of rice.

DA added so far, regular dis-
semination of advisories and
agro-meteorological information

through municipal and city agricul-
turists and report officers are being
made using social media platforms,

The agency also said it continues
to monitor weather condition and
actual ground situation as well as
validate vulnerable areas and iden-
tify interventions for farmers that
are likely to be affected.

The DA is also consolidating
and analyzing data such as plant-
ing and harvesting as well as source
and status of irrigation systems
apart from the conduct of joint
area assessment before the con-
duct of cloud seeding operations.

Tt also said it has provided
information to farmers on prop-
er crop management during El

Nifio, including adjusting plant-
ing schedules and optimizing
fertilizer use and continues to
promote drought-resistant crop
varieties that are better adapted
to anticipated weather conditions.

Citing latest data from the Phil-
ippine Atmospheric, Geophysical,
Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration, a strong and mature El
Nifio is ongoing and is expected
to continue through February
this year.

However, majority of global cli-
mate models suggest that El Nifio
will likely persist until May but can
still transition to El Nifio Southern
Oscillation-neutral from April to
June. -Jed Macapagal

Page of



BusinessWorld

Date: JMN 2@ 0% pyge: 12 [St

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

EI Ni’ﬁo rice damage tops P700I(

" THE EL NINO weather pattern has, so far,

' wrought damageto rice farms in Zamboanga

del Norte amou.utmg to 1!717,500, Jmtlal re-

" ports reachu;lg the D@pﬂfﬁnent of Agricul
ture (BA} said it 45 i |

“The dmnage andli’iﬁses Were mcun-ed at

vegetatwa stages of rice,” the DAs bulletin

_ issued on Thursday said, noting that a total of
/22,3 hectares and 22 farmers were adwrsely,

affectedintheregion.

E‘arlie%~ _'the Ph:ﬁrppmemosphgnc, Geo-

w physmaliandAstwnommaI Services Admin-
_istration QPAGASA; !;e;ported that a strong

El Nifio is currently aﬁechngthe:l?hﬂzppmes

‘and projected to Iéstunﬁl“the,pecbnd quarter
“bringing dryspellsato 63 provinces. -—Adﬂan

E Hnli!i
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GOVT, MANUFACTURERS EYE

PINOY SARDINES ALTERNATIVE

By JAsPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS
X @jearcalas

T- HE canned sardines
manufacturers and the
national governmentare .
mulling overrolling outa “Pinoy

Sardines”brand thatwould serve
asacheaperalternativetobrand-
ed sardines sold in the market.

Canned Sardines Associa-

, tion of the Philippines (CSAP)

 Executive Director Francisco
Buencamino said the industry
and the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) are working
towards the possibility of sell-

ing a “Pinoy Sardine” brand in
the domestic market akin to the

* existing Pinoy Tasty and Pinoy.

Pandesal items.
Buencamino disclosed that
theidea of a Pinoy Sardines came

from Trade Secretary Alfredo E.

Pascual, with the CSAP working

. on the matter recently. .~

The Pinoy Sardines brand is
envisioned to be a cheaper al-
ternative of the branded canned

sardines available in the market
today, he explained. The indus-
try would be able to provide -

SEE “GOVT,” A2

Govt...

CONTINUED FROM A1

suchanitemby feducingtheirqroduc—

*" tion costs through the use of cheaper -

raw materials like tomato paste, fla-
vorings and tin cans.
“Inintroducingthe newbrandthat
theDTIwants—PinoySardines—[we
willreduce costs] not [byreducing] the

- count of fish [in a can] but [in other -

costs]. [We will find] new sources of

tomato paste, which are imported,

or work on importation privileges to
bring down our costs,” Buencamino
told reporters on Thursday.
“[Wewillalso] work towardsvege-
tableoil, flavoring items from agricul-

'rmmral_produets-llke;arr.otsqnd pepper,

~ those being put insidé the cans. WE
_ will work something out with the DA
[Department of Agriculture] on this
mattertobringdown the price. [fthere
is cooking oil, we will try to negotiate
itat lower cost,” Buencamino added.

Buencamino said the industry

is also looking at reducing costs by
slashing the fees they incur in selling
the canned sardines themselves such
as listing. fees, shelf-spacing fees,
storage fees and merchandising fees
at the supermarkets.

“All of what can be reduced...we
will reduce, all for the intention of

coming up with lower prices,” he said.

Ch Buencammoemphasnzedthatnne
of the beriefits, rolling out the Pinoy
Sardﬂens that  would be the lone

canned sardines product that would

becro\:eredhyﬁSuggeﬁedﬂetaﬂ Price
 (SRP), leaving out the other branded
f’temsf]‘ustzlﬁh in the case of Pinoy
~ Tasty and Pinoy Pandesal.
~ Buencamino explained that local
canned sardines manufacturers are

Page

now working out on how to reduce
the costs of production to be able to
sell Pinoy Sardines, which mdudes
replacingimported raw materlalswith
cheaper locally available materials.

Buencamino added that CSAP al-
ready submittedadraftmemorandym -
of agreementtothe DT| regarding the
Pinoy Sardines project.

“It would take us about one to

_twomonthsifapproved to launch the
- product,” he said.

Shrinkflation

Y sy

BUENCAMINO also noted that Pinoy -
Sardines is the industry’s answer to
“shrinkflation,” which he strongly

- opposed, arguing that reducing the

weight of canned sardines through

fewer fish would be a disservice to
- the consuming public.

“Ayaw hamin mag-shrink! Itis not
fair to our clientele, to our consum-
ers that they will suffer this desire to
lower prices by reducing [the weight
of the products]. We cannot do that.
The standard of our canned sardines
has six Tambans in one can,” he said.

“Inafree enterprise market there
are always substitutes. If they stop
eating sardines they will take some-
thing else as their viands that are
cheaper. If we reduce the weight of
ourcans, weare cheating the consum-
ers,” he added. -

“This week, the DTl greenlit price
increaserequestsfrommanufacturers
of9stock-keeping units (SKUs), which
included canned sardines. Four out
of 15 SKUs of canned sardines in the
Suggested Retail Price (SRP) bulletin
posted an average of 14 to 15 percent
increase or an increase of P2.69 to
P2.73. (Related story: https://busi-
nessmirror.com.ph/2024/01/24/
dti-approves-price-hike-for- 9 slms—
in-srp-bulletin/)
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DA’s first E1Nino momtorlng report shows P700,000

farm damage in Zambo del Norte

By JAsPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCAI;A;
X@jearcalas

HE Department of Agncul-
ture (DA) said it has recdfd—
I ed at least P700,000 in farm

damages due to El Nifio, affécting
about 22.25 hectares of rice farms.
“Based on the initial assessment

of DA Regional Field Office IX, dam-
age andlosses have been reported in
Zamboanga del Norte amoqnting to
P717,500 affecting 22 farmers, with

phenomenon were constant monitor-
ing of weather conditions and actual
ground situationaswellasvalidation
of vulnerable areas and identifica-
tion of interventions for farmers to
~ be affected by the dry spell, accord-
ing to the DA-DRRM OpCen.
Furthermore, DA-DRRM OpCen
said the department is regularly dis-
seminatingadvisoriesandagro-mete-
orological information to the public,
* particularly to farmers, through Mu-
nicipal and City Agriculturists and

-22;25 he.c:taz;es of rice areas,” the DA

Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-

agement Operations Center (DRRM
QpCen) 53.:4,111 its latest report is-

;zt.. iped Iate‘\&[edneﬁday !

& 'he DA-DRRM OpCen said the
rice farms in Zamboanga del Norte -

~ that were affected by El Nifio were

in vegetative stages.
This was the very first damage
report 1ssued by the DA-DRRM Op-

Cen regardmg the impact of El Nifio

in the country’s agriculture sector.

Reporter Officers through Facebook.

“[We] provided information to
farmers on proper crop management
during El Nifio, including adjusting

. planting schedules and optimizing

fertilizer use,” it said.

“[We promoted] drought-resis-
tant crop varieties that are better
adapted to the anticipated weath-
er conditions during El Nino,” it
added.

The DA i.ln.it also noted that itis

consoli'dating and analyzing dataon

“Based on the El Nifio Advisory
issued on January 24, 2024, a strong
and mature El Nifio is ongoing and is
expected to continue through Janu-
ary-February 2024," it said. =~

“Majority of global chma:.e models

" suggest that El Nifio will likely per-

sistuntil the March-April-May 2024
season with a transition to ENSO-
neutral in the April-May-June 2024
season,” it added. :
Some of the actions taken by the
DAinrelation to the ongoing El Nifio

planting and harvesting as well as
source and status of irrigation sys-
tems nationwide.

. The DA earlier projected that the
country’s milled rice output in the

~ first half could decline by as much

as almost 190 million kilograms
because of the projected impact of
the El Nifio on local farms. (Related
story: https://businessmirror.com.

ph/2023/12/15/da-sees-domestic-

milled-rice-output-decline-in-h1i-

2024-amid-el-nino-threat/)
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| Drought hits 8

Luzon provinces,
says PAGASA

AT LEAST eight provinces in Luzon
are currently experiencing drought, the ’
state weather bureau said.

More areas are also suffering from
a dry spell or dry conditions with the
ongoing strong El Nifio phenomenon,
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysi-
cal and Astronomical Services Admin-
istration said.

PAGASA said drought, character-
ized by below-normal rainfall condi-
tions for five consecutive months or way
below-normal rainfall for three consecu-
tive months, is prevailing over Apayao,
Bataan, Cagayan, Cavite, Ilocos Norte,
Kalinga, Palawan, and Zambales.

The Department of Agriculture, for its
part, reported that the El Nifiophenom-
enon has caused at least P717,500 worth
of losses at the start of the rice planting
season in Zamboanga del Norte.

The weather phenomenon has ini-
tially affected 22.3 hectares of rice
fields in the province, the DA said in its
first El Nifio bulletin.

The El Nifio phenomenon is ex-
pected to persist until May this year,
PAGASA said.

Ana Solis, Climate Monitoring and
Prediction Section chief of PAGASA.,
said it is possible that 2024 will be one
of the warmest years for the country.
Rio Araja, Othel Campos, and
Alena Mae Flores
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production
declining’

CAGAYAN - Enrile town in this
province may lose its title as the
peanut capital of the country amid
the decline in production.

Mayor Miguel Decena Jr. issued
the warning in his speech at the
launch of Peanut Farms and Indus-
try Encounters through the Science
and Technology Agenda at Cagayan
State University.

" Decena said data from the mu-
nicipal agriculture office showed
that peanut plantations in the town
were down to 250 hectares in nine
barangays. ;

He said peanut farmers cannot
hire workers because of the high
cost of labor.

Former Department of Agri-
culture secretary Proceso Alcala
declared Enrile as the peanut capital
of the Philippines in 2015.

-Philippine Council for Agricul-
ture, Aquatic and Natural Resourc-
es Research and Development
executive director Reynaldo Ebora
said the agency aims to increase
peanut production in the country

- from 1.24 tons to three tons per
hectare through its industry strate-
gic S&T program for legumes.

“We hope to sustain the avail-
ability of quality seeds, reduce
the incidence of insect pests and
diseases as well as minimize
post-harvest losses for the peanut
industry,” Ebora said.

~— Bella Cariaso

Page  of



Malaya

B

Date: JfN-

usiness Insight

26. 202y Page: Ae

'y
"

I3V =
=y

¥ oeer

LIERARY
F AGRICULTURE

Ukraine’s Black Sea grain export success tested by Red Sea crisis

PARIS/KYIV- Ukraine has man-
aged to boost its Black Sea grain
exports to a level not seen since
before Russia’s invasion, although
the Red Sea shipping crisis poses
a new challenge to its crucial agri-
cultural trade.

Kyiv’s success in replacing a
UN-backed Black Sea export deal
with its own shipping scheme has
brought relief for Ukrainian farm-
ers and importing countries while
representing a naval breakthrough
for Ukraine’s military as a land
counteroffensive has stalled.

The export turnaround helped
Ukraine’s economy to steady last
year and further tamed global
food prices after Russia’s invasion
in February 2022 drove them to
record highs.

Kyiv shipped around 4.8 mil-
lion metric tons of foodstuffs in
December, mostly grain, from its
Black Sea ports, surpassing for the
first time volumes achieved under
the previous UN-sponsored corti-
dor. Moscow quit that deal last July
saying commitments to safeguard
its own exports were not being
respected.

Before Russia’s invasion,
Ukraine exported about 6 mil-
lion tons of food monthly via the
Black Sea.

“The alternative Black Sea ex-
port corridor from Ukraine has
definitely been a positive signal for
the agricultural industry,” Svetlana
Malysh, senior Black Sea agricul-
ture analyst at LSEG, said, adding;
“There are lot of concerns related

' to the situation in the Red Sea.”

Ukrainian grain exports by sea
in January could drop by around
20 percent compared with last
month, a senior Ukrainian official
said last week, mostly because of
the Red Sea crisis.

Strikes on shipping in the Red
Sea by the Iran-aligned Houthis
who control much of Yemen
have stymied trade between
Europe and Asia. The Houthis
say they are acting in solidar-
ity with Palestinians as Israel
strikes Gaza. Their actions have
prompted US and British air
strikes against Houthi targets.

Passage through the Red Sea
is very important for Ukraine as
almost a third of its exports via

the Black Sea corridor are sent
to China.

Under its new export scheme,
Ukraine is also supplying grain to
Pakistan for the first time since
Russia’s invasion, said Alexander
Karavaytsev, senior economist at
the International Grains Council.

Grain ships are increasingly be-
ing diverted away from the Suez
Canal-Red Sea route, according to
analysts and traders.

“The Red Sea situation is likely
to hamper long-haul shipments
from Ukraine,” Karavaytsev said.

Ukrainian Black Sea food ex-
ports remain' substantial. Over
January 1-19, about 1.9 million
tons were shipped via sea ports
and another 1.7 million tons ate
still scheduled for January, said
Spike Brokers, which tracks and
publishes export statistics.

Ukrainian producers have wel-
comed the sea route as an improve-
ment on both makeshift routes
via the European Union and the
UN-sponsored corridor, under
which protracted cargo inspec-
tions with Russia drove up vessel
charges. - Reuters

SO

Ukrainian flag is covered with grains. (Reuters Photo)
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Corn, wheat inch up

SINGAPORE- Chicago corn
futures edged higher on Thurs-
day, with the market trading close
to its highest level in two weeks,
supported by concerns over lower
production in Brazil.

Soybeans inched higher, while
wheat jumped to its highest in more
than two weeks as shott-covering by
investors drove gains in agticultural
products.

“Brazilian corn crop is the main
worry for the market,” said one
trader in Singapore. “Overall, prices
are pretty low to encourage some
short-covering with weather threat
to the crop.”

The most-active corn contract
on the Chicago Board of Trade

(CBOT) was up 0.1 percent at
$4.52-1/2 a bushel, not far from its
highest since Jan. 12 at $4.52-3/4 a
bushel reached earlier in the session.,

The corn market dropped to a
three-year low last week.

Soybeans gained 0.4 percent at
$12.45 a bushel and wheat rose 0.9
petrcent to $6.16 a bushel, after climb-
ing to its highest since Jan. 8 at $6.17-
1/4 a bushel eatlier on Thursday.

Forecasters are expecting lower
production from Brazil’s second
corn crop, reflecting a smaller
planted area.

Meanwhile, stressful heat is fore-
cast for crop areas of Argentina,
which has been on course for a
bumper harvest. - Reuters
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