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The Manila Times”

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) is accelerating efforts
to boost the farming sector
through partnerships with Viet-
nam and Indonesia.

Agriculture Secretary Fran-
cisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said that
the department has formalized
an agreement with Vietnam
focusing on the growth and de-
velopment of high-value crops,
livestock, dairy and aquaculture
production.

“The Philippines puts high
importance to its bilateral rela-
tions with Vietnam in the field
of agriculture, and it considers
Vietnam a key partner in the
effort to transform the agricul-
ture sector of the Philippines
as well,” Laurel said during his
bilateral meeting with Agricul-
ture and Rural Development
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DA to boosts farm sector with foreign partnerships

Minister Le Minh Hoan during
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr's
state visit to Vietnam on Janu-
ary 29-30.

Laurel and Le have decided
to strengthen the current agri-
cultural ties between the two
countries and revise the prior
cooperation pact from 1999.

The new memorandum of
understanding (MoU) also aims
to boost collaboration in post-
harvest facilities, food process-
ing, digital and climate-smart
agriculture, and agri-fisheries
mechanization, among others.

A five-year rice trade agree-
ment was also signed between

the two nations. Under the

Mo, Vietnam commits to sup-
ply the Philippines with 1.5 to
2 million metric tons of white
rice annually.

“While DA is focused on im-
proving capacities for increased
agricultural productivity, it is
equally imperative to maintain
a robust trade to help ensure
food security, in particular, the
supply of rice, especially in
challenging times," said Laurel.

He noted Vietnam's impor-
tance as a trading ally for the
Philippines, particularly in
agricultural goods. Latest data
from the department showed
that approximately 80 percent
of rice imports into the Philip-
pines originate from Vietnam,
while the Philippine market
constitutes more than 40 per-
cent of Vietnam's rice export.

Meanwhile, the DA is consider-
ing a potential partnership with
Indonesia specifically aimed at
tuna production and trade.

The Agriculture department,
through the Philippine Fish-
eries Development Authority
(PEDA), held a discussion with
the Consulate General of In-
donesia regarding a potential
collaboration with Indonesian
fishermen and fishing vessel
operators.

PFDA-Davao Fish Port Com-
plex Manager Albert Aguinaldo,
and OIC-Consulate General and
Consul for Protocol, and Con-
sular Affairs Harya Kakerasana
Sidharta, and Consul for Eco-
nomic Affairs Novita $.D. Supit
led the said discussion.

“They talked about the op-
portunity for Indonesian fish
workers to transship, trade and
process their abundant tuna
catch,” the PFDA said.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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. SHORE FIND This short-finned pilot whale stranded on the
beach of Paoay, llocos Norte, died despite efforts by local fisher-
men and volunteers to rescue it. ~ARTHUR VALENTE/CONTRIBUTOR

BLAST FISHING EYED IN STRANDING
OF WHALES, DOLPHIN N ILOGOS

By Yolanda Sotelo
@yzsoteloINQ

SAN  FERNANDO CITY—
Three short-finned pilot whales
(Globicephala  macrorhynchus)
and a spinner dolphin (Stenella
longirostris) were stranded in dif-
ferent coastal towns of the llocos
region on Wednesday, marking
the first cases of marine mammal
stranding in the area this year.

The two pilot whales that
beached on the shorelines of
Bacnotan town in La Union
province and San Vicente town
in nearby Ilocos Sur province
were successfully released back
to the sea, said Hasmin Chog-
sayan, veterinarian of the Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) in the region.

She said the other pilot
whale found in Pacay town in
Tlocos Norte province, was also
released, but it lingered in the
shallow water before it was res-
cued again. .

According to Chogsayan,
marine mammal rescuers and
local fishermen provided sup-
portive care for the rescued
whale throughout the night
and released it the following
morning, only to get stranded
again in a neighboring village
before it died.

She said the dead whale dis-
played signs of injuries due to
traces of blood in its blowhole.

The spinner dolphin found
on Saud beach in Pagudpud
town, also in Ilocos Norte, was
also successfully released to the

condition suggesting that the

~ stranding might be due to dis-

orientation secondary to blast
activities.
In a previous interview,

" Lemnuel Aragones, head of the

Philippine Marine Mammal
Stranding Network, explained
that marine animals washing
ashore exhibiting good body
conditions might indicate acute
factors such as blasting, caus-
ing them to lose their acoustic
sensors and swim straight until
reaching the beach. ‘

BFAR records showed that
over 20 marine animals were
stranded or beached in the coast-
al towns of the region last year.

Among these, five were
successfully released back to
the sea, while others were ei-
ther found dedd or died during
rehabilitation.

Reginald Atabay, head of
BFAR Ilocos’ fishery protec-
tion and law enforcement di-

wision, said agency personnel

routinely patrol the Lingayen
Gulf to monitor illegal fishing
activities in the area. '

But he said that despite
their increased surveillance
efforts, some fishermen con-
tinue to use banned methods,
such as blast fishing.

In October 2023, BFAR and
the Marine Mammal Research
and Conservation Laboratory of
the University of the Philippines
in Diliman conducted a cetacean
survey in the Lingayen Gulf.

According to the research

team’s report, the surveyors de- .

sea, the BFAR said in a report. ployed hydrophones supposed-
ly to listen to a pod of dolphins
Disoriented they sighted within the deeper

“We are investigating portion of municipal waters.

whether the marine mammals

fell victim to blast fishing”

Chogsayan said in an inter-
view, noting that the marine
mammals exhibited good body

While there were no visi-
ble fishing boats, the team re-
corded blasts in five of the 10
hydrophone deployments, the
report said. ma
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Dry spell takes toll
on Negros farmers...

BACOLOD CITY—Rice farmers in two towns and

a city in Negros Occidental suffered losses in in-
come estimated at around Py million, as El Nino
left swaths of farmland parched and unproductive,
according to a report from the Department of Ag-
riculture. The Office of the Provincial Agriculturist
said 117.22 hectares of rain-fed rice farms had start-
ed to dry up, affecting at least 143 farmers in11 ‘gp
barangays. —STORY BY CARLA GOMEZ A7

Negros Occ farmers

lose P7M to dry spell

Absence of rainfall damages 117 hectares of rice fields
in Hlmamaylan City, towns of Cauayan and Isabela

By Carla Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—Rice farm-
ers in two towns and a city in
Negros Occidental lost at least
P7 million as the dry spell
caused by the El Nifio weather
phenomenon hits farms in the
province, reports from the De-
partment of Agriculture (DA)
showed. '
' Dina Genzola, officer in
charge of the Office of the Pro-
vincial Agriculturist, said 117.22
hectares of rice farms had start-
ed to dry up, affecting at least
143 farmers in 11 barangays.
Reports from the provincial
agriculture office said Cauayan
town posted P4.105 million in
losses covering 52 ha; Himam-
aylan City, P2.414 million affect-
ing 59.22 ha; and Isabela town,
P560,250 with 6 ha affected.
Genzola said they sent ag-
riculture extension workers to
validate the damage reported
by the three local governments.
“The crops are either in
vegetative or harvestable stage.
You can see the soil is cracking
from the dry spell and plants
have wilted,” she said.
Most of the affected areas

PARCH ED Personnel of the Offlce of the Provmcral Agrlcuh:ur-
ist in Negros Occidental inspect a rice field hit by the dry spell

in Cauayan town. —PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL
AGRICULTURIST

are rainfed or those that rely
mainly on rainfall for water.
Genzola said farmers cov-
ered by the Philippine Crop
Insurance Corp. would be qual-
ified to avail of crop insurance.

Preparation
The provincial government
has also allocated funds for the
crop insurance program.
According to Gov. Eugenio

Jose Lacson, Negros Occidental
is bracing for “a very hard” El
Nifo and will ensure that irri-
gated rice lands have adequate
water supply.

Lacson said 60 percent of
the province’s irrigated rice
lands produce the bulk of the
province’s rice needs.

“The province is 84-percent
rice sufficient. We have to max-
imize the use of available wa-

‘moderate-to-severe

Page of

ter and avoid wastage,” Lacson
said.

Earlier, the Department
of Science and Technology
announced that at least 65
provinces might experience
drought
conditions from February to
May due to a “strong” El Nifio,
a climate pattern characterized
by the unusual warming of sur-
face waters in the eastern trop-
ical Pacific Ocean.

In a briefing in Malacafiang
in December, Science and

_Technology Secretary Renato

Solidum Jr. said: “By the end
of May, 77 percent of the prov-
inces in the country will have
the potential for drought. That
would be around 65 provinc-
es and 7 percent potential
for a dry spell or around six
provinces.”

Also in December, President
Marcos met with officials of the
DA, the National Economic and
Development Authority, the
Department of Environment
and National Resources and the
National Irrigation Administra-
tion and ordered them to cate-
gorize actions into short- and
medium-term to mitigate the
impact of El Nino. ma
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Food prices, hunger and malnutrition

OCIAL Weather Stations (SWS)
i.3Inc., the oldest and most repu-
table public opinion survey organi-
zation in the country, reported last
week that “involuntary hunger”
rose from 9.8 percent in September

2023 to 12.6 percent in December
2023. This is an increase of 2.8
percentage points! Coming as it
did during the Christmas holidays,
which Filipinos perceive to be a
season of hope and blessings, this

must have felt like a tragedy for
affected families.

The SWS defines “involuntary
hunger” as those families “experi-
encing hunger and not having ac-
cess to food at least once in the past

three months.” It further categorizes
this into two: “moderate hunger,”
which means those families who
experienced hunger “only once” or
a “few times” during the last three
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months,” and “severe hunger,” or
- those who experienced it “often”
or “always” in the previous three
months. ‘

Out of the 12.6 percent who suf-
fered “involuntary hunger,” 11.2
percent fell under the “moderate
hunger” category and 1.4 percent
under the “severe hunger” bracket.

In addition, “involuntary hun-
ger” in Luzon was the highest at
14.3 percent, followed by Metro
Manila at 12.7 percent, Mindanao
at 12 percent (which saw the high-
est tise from just 6.7 percent in
September 2023), and the Visayas
- at 9.3 percent.

With hunger becoming a nation-
al scourge due to high food prices,
itis no wonder that it has become
a top concern of the public. A
December poll by another survey
organization, the OCTA Research
group, found that 72 percent of
respondents strongly felt the gov-
ernment should focus its attention
on controlling the high prices of
basic goods and services.

That rising food prices, or food
inflation, are the biggest contribu-
tory factor to overall inflation is
beyond doubt. When we tracked
the share of food and non-alco-
holic food beverages (one of the
commodities used in measuring

the consumer price index) to total
inflation, we found that it averaged
around 43 percent from 2001 to
2021. This worsened in 2022 and
2023 at nearly more-than 45 per-
cent and was 48.5 percent in 2023,

- almost half of total inflation!
- With meager and limited in-
come sources, high food prices
serve as the single-biggest con-
tributor to the high incidence of
hunger and malnutrition among
poor Filipinos. In fact, around 60
percent of the income of the poor
goes to purchasing food. A 2018
World Food Programme study
showed that even if 70 percent of

food, itis still not enough to afford

them access to nutritious food.

Expectedly, hunger and malnu-
trition in the Philippines are the
highest compared to Southeast
Asian peers. Stunting among Fili-
pino kids 0-5 years old is almost
29 percent, the highest in the
region. Malnutrition in the Philip-
pines is nine times, 20 times, and
287 times higher compared to
Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam,
respectively.

Given the fact that 90 percent
of a person'’s brain develops from
0-5 years of age, malnutrition at
this stage will have a long-lasting
impact on cognitive ability. It is
no surprise that Filipino kids suf-
fer from serious learning poverty;
the vast majority of 10-year-olds
can hardly read and understand
what they read. School feeding
programs cannot help because
brain maldevelopment occurred
prior to their entering schools. The
intervention is too late to reverse
the situation.

To bring down food prices,
the solution is to produce more.
That is what the law of supply
and demand tells us. If supply is
greater than demand, prices will
fall. Conversely, if supply is short |
vis-a-vis demand, prices will rise.
High food prices in the country
can thus be unequivocally attrib-
uted to production shortfalls of
agricultural and food commodi-
ties. A Philippine Statistics Author-
ity (PSA) report on the country’s
sufficiency ratio for various food
commodities attests to this. 1

The obvious taskis to raise farm |
productivity. The government,

_particularly the Department of

Agriculture (DA), has launched
various programs for many de-
cades now to achieve this goal. In
fact, it has established commod- |
ity-based programs (its budget
is largely based on these), such |
as for rice, corn, livestock, and
high-value crops, not to mention
agencies for coconut, sugar and
fisheries, yet sustainably raising '
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the productivity of these products
remains elusive.

As a result, the government is
forced to allow the importation
of products such as rice, corn,
vegetable oil, sugar, fish, pork and
poultry. This in turn incurs the ire
of local producers and protection-
ists because they argue that enough
domestic supply can be produced
if given proper assistance by the
government. Their list is quite
long, but foremost of this is to
maintain the country’s high tariffs.

Sadly, high tariffs for agricultural
products have been in existence for
over 50 years now; and farm produc-
tivity remains low. This is in stark
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contrast to neighboring countries
with robust agricultural sectors like
Thailand, Vietnam and Indonesia,
which gradually lowered their tariffs
to promote greater competition and
efficiency. In the meantime, as the

debate rages on whether we should

reduce tariffs to allow more food
imports, malnutrition and hunger
continue to ravage our people, es-
pedially our kids.

On another issue, PSA reported
that our rice inventory as of Dec.

1, 2023, was at 1.9 million metric

tons (MT), down 25.2 percent
from 2.53 million MT last year.
The DA must give us actual rice
import arrivals (as per Customs

data) and total rice inventory to
allay fears that we are not going
to experience a serious shortfall
during the first quarter — consid-
ered lean months — of this year.
It is also worrying not to have any
estimate for the lean months of
June to August given that the effect
of El Nifio is projected to be severe

from May to June. :

Issuing assurances that we have
enough or ample supply of rice fo:
the first half of the year will not

~ be credible without citing ofﬁaal

data on our actual rice supply and
demand situation. i

: (fdadﬁanoss@glnail;com) i
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By GABRIELL CHRISTEL GALANG

s the El Nifio phenomenon
persists; the Department of
Agriculture (DA) reported

dditional rice damage

0 7 Fep 2024
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in parts of Western Visayas and
Zamboanga during the early months
of the year.

The DA-Disaster Risk Reduction

~ Management (DA-DRRM) said some

affected by EI Niiio

£109-M damage already recorded in Visayas, Mindanao

losses by the end of January, affecting
2,602 farmers.

The rice damage which was found in
its reproductive phase or near ripening,
reached 4,758 metric tons (MT) of pro-

rice fields suffered 109 ;flion duction at 2,177 hectares of rice areas.
«® m&ﬂ

The DA will also pursue
studying the data on planting
. and harvesting rice and corm, as
well as the sources of irrigation
systems like dams, small water
impounding systems (SWIP),
and small-scale irrigation
projects (SSIP). ]
The DA-DRRM also said
that the reservoir water level
(RWL) of Angat Dam, which is
responsible for the Bulacanand
pampanga rice field irrigation,
is 211 meters by the last stretch

of January.

On Wednesday, the National
Irrigation Administration
(NIA) assured sufficient supply
from the Magat Dam, which is
one of the largest water SOurces
in the Philippines that aid with
irrigation.

Moreover, other under-
construction projects like
solar pump irrigation and dams
within Visayas are expected to
counter the effects of the dry
seasorn.

LIBRARY

Rice crops severely

Because of this, the agency will
continue sharing advisories on agri-
meteorological information and better
crop management through various
stakeholders to avoid yield
waste. >18
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PHL-Vietnam rice deal
seen as hedge vs weak
domestlc productlon

.,~

By Mrlan H. Halili

THE government’s five-year rice

deal with Vietnam is expected to

serve as insurance in the event
- production continues to fail to
. keep up with demand growth,
analysts said.

Rizal Commercial Banking
Corp. Chief Economist Michael
L. Ricafort said that the import
deal may be a hedge in case do-
~ mestic rice production remains
inadequate to meet the country's
 needs.

“Demand for rice is relatnrely
inelastic as a basic nec&sslty for

many Filipinos, though any eas-

ing of local rice prices or at least

tempered rice price increases will

still support demand,” Mr. Rica-
fort said in a Viber message.

In 2023, palay or unmilled rice
production rose 1.5% to 20.06 mil-
lion metric tons (MT). This trans-

_ lates to about 13.2 million MT of

milled rice. The Department of

- Agriculture (DA) also has a 20 mil-

lion MT palay target for 2024.
“The rice import deal will help

address the gap between rice pro-

duction and consumption,” he

added.
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DURIAN
PROPAGATION.
Engineer Avila
Abobakar (right) and
Standard reporter
Nash Maulana water a
newly planted durian
seedling, one of
numerous saplings of
the Mao ShanWang
durian variety, being
propagated at the foot
of the Timako hill in
Cotabato City.
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By Nash B. Maulana

COTABATO CITY—A Moro engineer wants the
autonomous region to create more viable livelihood
opportunities for the local community of marsh
dwellers out of earthworms and water hyacinths.

Engineer Avila Abobakar of Barangay Ungap,
Sultan Kudarat said he is developing 12 concrete
tubs to stuff with large volumes of water lilies
that are otherwise left drifting downstream from
the marshes of the Mindanao River.

The community, he said, could freely harvest
floating hyacinths from the river and feed them

~ Vermiculture eyed as livelihood
_ formarsh dwellers in Bangsamoro

to a kind of earthworms more popularly called
the “ANCs"—short for African Night Crawlers

Abobakar said ANCs feed on hyacinths
stuffed on tubs to excrete them in soil form,
a simplified biological process to produce or-
ganic compost fertilizer. ‘

He said the ANCs multiply fast, as even their
males are reproductive, or bear their young by
biological nature.

Abobakar said he had considered a project
area situated somewhere in Cotabato City to
be accessible for future educational tours on
agriculture. ‘
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THAILAND ON BOARD WITH PH INITIATEII AGRI MSME DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The ASEAN Business Advisory Council (ABAC)
Thailand has become the latest to sign to the
region-wide private sector-led agriculture-MSME
Development plan initiated in the Philippines.
Thailand’s signing brings to near-completion the
consensus among the ASEAN BACs of nine
ASEAN-member states to bring together agriculture
companies from the private sector to conduct possible
joint business ventures and increase trade and
investment within the region.

“This is an absolute win for the ASEAN, for its
MSMESs, and for agriculture and food security in the
region,” said Joey Concepcion, chairman of ABAC
Philippines. “Successful ventures made possible by the
region-wide partnerships can result in the agriculture
sector’s development by involving more players across
the value chain, especially farmers and fisherfolk” he
explained.

The signing was held during the ggth ASEAN BAC
Council Meeting last January 29, 2024 at Luang
Prabang in Lao PDR. It was led by Concepcion and
Kobsak Duangdee, ABAC Thailand Chair, and
witnessed by the ABAC Council chairs from the ASEAN
countries. The areas of collaboration with Thailand
cover rice, banana, vegetables, and palm oil.

ABAC Philippines initiated the project with each

ASEAN member-state, starting with Malayma, which signed its MOU last July. This was followed
by the ABACs of Brunei, Cambodia, Singapore, Laos, Myanmar, and Indonesia, who all signed last
September in time to coincide with the ASEAN Business Investment Summit, with Philippines
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet as witnesses.

The MOUs covered the exploration of joint partnerships in knowledge and technology

development, trade and investment opportumtles
research and development; and strategies in
sustainable  agriculture, among . others. The

agri-MSME development partnerships are patterned |

after Go Negosyo's Kapatid Angat Lahat sa Agri
Program (KALAP) which aims to integrate small
farmers into the value chain of large agri companies,
also called “big-brother companies” under the KALAP
program. Concepcion is also ;the founder of Go
Negosyo.

During the meetings in Laos, it was also decided that
the Philippines should chair the technical working
group on Food Security of ASEAN BAC in 2024.

An initial trade mission has been tentatively
scheduled this April 23 and 24, coinciding with the
100th ABAC meeting on April 25 in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, to facilitate engagement between key
industry players from the Philippines and Malaysia, as
part of the MOU implementation. The objective is to
explore collaborative opportunities and exchange best
practices in sectors including oil palm, rubber, rice;
dairy, poultry, pineapples, durian, banana, coconut,
and corn, and generate mutual commercial benefits
for both parties. Following suit, other ASEAN BAC
member countries who have endorsed the MOU will
also embark on similar trade missions.

Page of
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T H A | LA N D M A KE S N I N E Asean Business Advisory Council (ABAC) Thailand becomes the ninth state to sign the memorandum of understanding (MoU) to
a regionwide private sector-led agriculture-MSME development plan initiated in the Philippines. Present for ABAC Thailand were (seated, from left) Vathit Chokwatana, Visit Limlurcha,
Kobsak Duangdee, with Asean BAC Philippines Chairman Jose Maria “Joey” Concepcion 3rd, Go Negosyo Senior Adviser Dr. William Dar, and ABAC Philippines’ George Barcelon and
Michael Tan. On hand to witness and to reaffirm the commitment of the council heads to pursue the objectives of the MoU were (standing, from ieft) Thanongsinh Kanlagna (Laos),

Moe Kyaw (Myanmar), Dr. Robert Yap (Singapore), Oudet Souvannavong (Laos), Chanthachone Vongsay (Laos), Jukhee Hong (Malaysia) and Asean BAC Executive Director Gil Gonzales.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Thailand backs PH pIan for agri-MSME link-ups

TWO private sector groups representing
Thailand and the Philippines signed an
agreement supporting the regionwide
agriculture micro, small and medium
enterprise (MSME) development plan,
Go Negosyo founder Jose Maria “Joey”
Concepcion 3rd said Thursday.

In a statement, Concepcion said the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Business Advisory Council (ABAC) Thai-
land is the latest to sign to the agriculture-
MSME development plan initiated in the
Philippines.

He said Thailand’s signing “brings to
near-completion the consensus among the
Asean BACs of nine Asean-member states
to bring together agriculture companies
from the private sector to conduct possible

joint business ventures and i increase trade
and investment within the region.”

“This is an absolute win for the Asean,
for its MSMEs, and for agriculture and
food security in the region,” said Con-
cepcion, chairman of ABAC Philippines,

“Successful ventures made possible by
the regionwide partnerships can result in
the agriculture sector’s development by

involving more players across the value
chain, especially farmers and fisherfolk,”
he added.

The signing of memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was held during the 99th
Asean BAC Council Meeling on Jan. 29,
2024 at Luang Prabang, Laos.

It was led by Concepcion and Kobsak
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Thailand

Duangdee, ABAC Thailand chair-
man, and witnessed by the ABAC
Counuii heads.

The areas of collaboration with
Thailand cover rice, banana, veg-
etables, and palm oil.

ABAC Philippines initiated the
project with each Asean member-
state, starting with Malaysia, which
signed its MoU last July.

This was followed by the ABACs of
Brunei, Cambodia, Singapore, Laos,
Myanmar, and Indonesia, who all
signed last September in time for the
Asean Business [nvestment Summit,
with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet as witnesses.

The Mols covered the explora-
tion of joint partnerships in knowl-
edgeand technology development;
trade and investment opportunities;
research and development; and
strategies in sustainable agriculture,
among others.

The agri-MSME development
partnerships are patterned after Go
Negosyo's Kapatid Angat Lahat sa
Agri Program (Kalap) which aims
to integrate small farmers into the

value chain of large agri companies,
also called “big-brother compa-
nies,” under the program.

Kalap is an initiative of Go Ne-
gosyo, the nonprofit organiza-
tion founded by Concepcion, to
promote entrepreneurship and
advocate for the development of
Filipino MSMEs.

During the meetings in Laos, it
was also decided that the Philip-
pines should chair the technical
working group on Food Security of
ABAC in 2024.

An initial trade mission has been
tentatively scheduled on April 23 and
24, coindding with the 100th ABAC
meeting on April 25 in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia, to facilitate engage-
ment between key industry players
from the Philippines and Malaysia,
as part of the Mol implementation.

The objective is to explore collab-
orative opportunities and exchange
best practices in sectors including
oil palm, rubber, rice, dairy, poul-
try, pineapples, durian, banana,
coconut, and corn, and generate
mutual commercial benefits for
both parties.

Other ABAC member countries
who have endorsed the MoU will also

embark on similar trade missions.
CATHERINE S.VALENTE
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Onion prices normalize after
House exposes agricultural cartel

Rarely doesaoﬁéj of these dragging, Itall began in late 2022, when prices
protracted hearings in aid of legislation of onions suddenly surged to an absurd
ever result to a tangible benefit to the P700 per kilo. At this point, onions cost
‘common Filipipo. ~~ ~ morethan some meat products. “This is
~ Butthat’s exactly what happened after economic sabotage...People are still trying
the House of Representatives so ~ to recover from the pandemic. The last
to get to the bottom of overprice ~ thing we need is an unreasonable rise in
cal onions in February 2023. Upo 1 the  food prices,” Romualdez said.

[ Y

~ Bythe final quarter of 2023, local onion

order of House Speaker Martin Ro- B : :
mualdez, the Committee on Agriculture  prices had normalize ‘to P160 per kilo, as

spent the next four months digging the series of House hearings had clearly
through tips and piecing together evi-  established the artificial nature of the
dence on the problem of agricultural price spike no thanks to certain enterpris-
hoarding in the country. ing personalities. (Ellson Quismorio)
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Thailand joins
PH-initiated MSME
development plan
for agriculture

Thailand s the latest and ninth country
to join the memorandum of understanding
(MOU) that the Philippines has initiated for
a region-wide, private sector-led micro,
small, and medium enterprises (MSMESs)
development plan for the agriculture sector.

Thailand’s Association of Southeast
Asian Nations-Business Advisory Council
(ASEAN-BAC) signed the MOU, which aims
to help MSMEs in the agriculture sector
grow their reach and access larger
markets, on Jan. 29, 2024. 16

LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

r a region-wide private sector-led

$ ‘

the ninth country to sign the Memorandum of Understanding fo

THAILAND SIGNS MOU — Thailand becomes

agriculture-MSME development plan initiated in the Philippines. Signing for ABAC Thailand were (seated, from left) Vathit Chokwatana, visit

Limlurcha, and Kobsak Duangdee, witnessed by ASEAN BAC Philippines Chairman Joey Concepcion, Go Negosyo Senior Adviser Dr. William Dar,
and ABAC Philippines’ George Barcelon and Michael Tan. On hand to witness and reaffirm the commitment of the council chairs to pursue
the objectives of the MOU were (standing, from eft) Thanongsinh Kanlagna (Laos), Moe Kyaw (Myanmar), Dr. Robert Yap (Singapore), Oudet
Souvannavong (Laos), Chanthachone Vongsay (Laos), Jukhee Hong (Malaysia), and ASEAN BAC Executive Director Gil Gonzales.
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PH-initiated MSME
development plan .:
for agriculture 1«

The ASEAN-BAC leaders,
‘including Philippine chair

and Go Negosyo founder Joey

Concepcion, had previously
highlighted that it is ready to
strengthen the private sec-
tor-government synergy to

promote economic grth in-

the region.

“This is an absqute win
for the ASEAN, for its MSMEs,
and for agriculture and food
security in the region,”
Concepcion said in a state-
ment on Thursday, Feb. 1.

- “Successful ventures made
possible by the region-wide
partnerships can result in
the agriculture sector’s de-
velopment by involving more
players across the value chain,
especially farmers and fisher-
folk,” he explained.

The signing of the MOU,

which took place during the

99th ASEAN BAC Council
Meetingheld at Luang Prabang
in Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, reaffirmed the com-
mitment of the council chairs
to pursue its objectives.

The MOUs covered the ex-
ploration of joint partnerships
in knowledge and technol-
ogy development; trade and
investment opportunities;

e
research and development;"

and strategies in sustainable
agriculture, among others..
The areas of collabor,a—
tion with Thailand cover rige,
banana, vegetables, and palm
oil, according to the statement
from Concepcion's office.
The agri-MSME devel-
opment partnerships were

patterned after Go Negosyo's

Kapatid Angat Lahat sa Agri
Program (KALAP) which aims
to integrate small farmers into
the value chain of large agri
companies, also called “big-
brother companies” undet the
said program.

Present during the mgn—,

ing were Concepcion, Vathit
Chokwatana, Visit Limlurcha,
and Kobsak Duangdee for
ABAC Thailand, Go Negosyo
Senior Adviser Dr. William Dar,
and ABAC Philippines’s George
Barcelon and Michael Tan. .
Thanongsinh Kanlagna of
Laos, Moe Kyaw of Myanmar,
Dr. Robert Yap of Singapore,
Oudet Souvannavong of Laos,
Chanthachone Vongsay of
Laos, Jukhee Hong of Malaysia,
and ASEAN BAC Executive

Director Gil Gonzales werealso

in attendance to witness the
signing. (Raymund Antonio)
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Ha
Manila Bulletin

oday the Manila Bulletin celebrates
its 124th anniversary. That’s 124

years of reporting on news and cur-

rent events. 124 years of informing,
educating, and entertaining its readers while
being at the forefront of history and relaying
it to the Filipino people. And within those
124, years, becoming a staunch supporter of
the Philippine agriculture industry and one
of its biggest, if not the biggest, mouthpleces
in mainstream media.

During my term as Agnculture editor, I
was cognizant of the fact that I was continu-
ing a grand tradition of reporting, not just
on the ups and downs of the local agriculture
industry, but also of the stories of individu-
als who have made it in what, unfortunately,
can still be compared to the Wild West when

y 124th Anniversary,

0 2 FEB 2014 %
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it comes to busi-
ness — when you
work with nature,
nothing is sure —
stories of hope and
triumph in what
otherwise is known as a difficult industry
to survive, much less thrive in.

I'm grateful to have been part of a
publication who led the pack in featuring a
neglected industry in the hopes of cheering
on current practitioners and enticing new
players to participate in the construction
of a profitable agriculture sector that offers
maximum profit for producers while at the
same time giving Filipino people access to
nutritious, delicious, sustainable, cultur-
ally relevant, and most of all cheap food

AVANT GARDENER

WWETTETAN

Y peer
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How does a publication whose
output is words and images instead
of food, help the industry? By
spreading news, both good and
bad, so people within and outside
the industry can stay informed.

— something considered a pipe dream in today’s
cap1tahst hellscape.

To believe in an equitable and profitable agri-
culture industry is to believe that radical change,
because making it happen would involve changing
the minds of everyone, not just direct stakeholders.
Unfortunately, a chunk of profit in the industry is
made not by farmers or honest businessmen, but by
folks that have become larger than life, the few who
soil the reputation of the many in their respective

places of work such as unscrupulous middlemen,

corrupt officials, and so on.
How does a publication whose output is words

- and images instead oi’ o:d(ﬁ help the industry? By
- spreading news, both g
and outside the mdusﬁry staymformed By telling

nd bad, so people within

the stories of mdlviduals o have achieved success
despite the odds, andtos the tips they have gar-
nered along the wag so that less people will commit
the same mistakes they did. By reminding people
that the agriculture industry exists, and that it needs
the support of the very people it was meant to feed.

People have been so removed from agriculture
production that many now take food for granted.
They do not understand that unless we secure the
country’s food system, the Philippines will con-
stantly be on the verge of a food crisis, which, in the
worst case scenario, might lead to political instabil -
ity. A hungry nation is an unstable nation.

I am proud to have been part of a publication
that, through its support of the agriculture industry
via its industry-specific features and publications
via Agriculture magazine, newspaper sections and
specials, and this column.

Once again, happy 124th Anniversary, Manila
Bulletin. May you have more than 124 more years
of news reporting to come!
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ASEAN Business Adviso

William Dar, and ABAC Philippines Geo

Council Thailand became the n
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_ inth to sign the memorandum of understanding to mlon—wlde
sector-led agriculture-MSME Development plan initiated in the Philip;lnes. Present for ABAC Thailand were (se :
Chokwatana, Visit Limlurcha, Kobsak Duangdee, with ASEAN BAC

e Barcelon and Michael Tan.

rivate
from left) Vathit

pines chair Joey Concepcion, Go Negosyo senior adviser
n hand to witness and to reaffirm the commitment of the

council chairs to pursue the objectives of the MOU were (standing, from left) Thanongsinh Kanlagna (Laos), Moe Kyaw glg:nmar),

Robert Yap (Singapore), Oudet Souvannavong (Laos), Chantha

executive director Gil Gonzales.

one Vongsay (Laos), Jukhee Hong (Malaysia), and A
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Thailand joins Asean agri-MSME dev’t plan

The ASEAN Business Advisory Coun-
cil (ABAC) Thailand has become the latest
to sign to the region-wide private sector-
led agriculture-MSME Development plan
initiated in the Philippines.

Thailand’s signing grings to near-com-
pletion the consensus among the ASEAN
BACs of nine ASEAN-member states to
bring together agriculture companies
from the private sector to conduct pos-
sible joint business ventures and increase
trade and investment within the region.

“This is an absolute win for the
ASEAN, for its MSMEs, and for agri-
culture and food security in the region,”
said Joey Concepcion, chairman of ABAC
Philippines. “Successful ventures made
possi%l'l)e by the region-wide partnerships
can result in the agriculture sector’s de-
velopment by involving more players
across the value chain, especially farmers
and fisherfolk,” he explained.

The si
ASEAN BAC Council Meeting last Jan. 29
at Luang Prabang in Lao PDR. It was led
by Concepcion and Kobsak Duangdee,

gning was held during the 99th

ABAC Thailand chair, and witnessed
by the ABAC Council chairs from the
ASEAN countries. The areas of collabo-
ration with Thailand cover rice, banana,
vegetables, and palm oil.

ABAC Philippines initiated the project
with each ASEAN member-state, starting
with Malaysia, which signed its MOU last
July. This was followed by the ABACs
of Brunei, Cambodia, Singapore, Laos,
Myanmar, and Indonesia, who all signed
last September in time to coincide with
the ASEAN Business Investment Summit,
with President Marcos and Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet as witnesses.

The MOUs covered the exploration
of joint partnerships in knowledge and
technology development; trade and
investment opportunities; research and
development; and strategies in sustain-
able agriculture, among others.

The agri-MSME development partner-
ships are patterned after Go Negosyo's
Kapatid Angat Lahat.sa Agri Program
(KALAP) wﬁich aims to integrate small
farmers into the value chain of large

agri companiés, also called “big-brother
companies” under the KALAP program.
Concepcion is also the founder of Go

. Negosyo.

During the meetings in Laos, it was
also decided that the I%ﬁlippines should
chair the technical working group on
Food Security of ASEAN BAC in 2024.

~ An initial trade mission has been ten-
tatively scheduled this April 23 and 24,
coinciding with the 100th ABAC meeting .
on April 25 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to
facilitate mga&:ament between key industry
players from the Philippines and Malaysia,
as part of the MOU implementation.

The objective is to explore collab-
orative opportunities and exchange best
practices in sectors including oil palm,
rubber, rice, dairy, poultry, pineapples,
durian, banana, coconut, and corn, and

enerate mutual commercial benefits for
oth parties.

Following suit, other ASEAN BAC
member countries who have endorsed
the MOU will also embark on similar
trade missions. =
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THE ASEAN Business Advisory
Council (ABAC) Thailand hasbecome
the latest to sign to the regionwide
private sector-led agriculture-MSME
developmentplaninitiatedin the Phil-
Ippinesdii- ks aaileil "
Thailand’s signing brings to near-

completion the consensus among the

ASEAN BACs of nine ASEAN-mem-
berstatestobring together agriculture

companies from the private sector to -
con

uct ible joint business ven-
tures and increase trade and invest-
ment within the region.

*“This is an absqlﬁtewih.f‘o'r the * 1

ASEAN, for its MSMEs, and for agri-
culture and food security in.the re-
gion,” said Joey Concepcion, chair-
man of ABAC Philippines. “Success-
ful ventures made possible by the re-
gion-wide partnerships can result in
the agriculture sector’s development
by involving more players across the
value chain, especially farmers and
fisherfolk,” he explained.

signing was held during the
99th. ASEAN %AC Council Meeting

lastJanuary 29at Lu PrabanginLao
PDR. 2 =

Itwasled by Concepcionand Kob-
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THAILAND MAKES NINE: ASEAN BAC Thailand became the ninth to sign
the memorandum of understanding to a regionwide private sectorled
: agﬂcuﬂurgMgME_‘dpveIopmen;'plap initiated in the Philippines. Present
for ABAC Thailand are (seated from left) Vathit Chokwatana, Visit
‘Limlurcha, Kobsak Duangdee, with ASEAN BAC Philippines chair Joey
Concepcion, Go Negosyo senior adviser Dr. William Dar and ABAC

 Philippines’s George Barcelon and Michael Tan. Witnessing the event are

(standing from left) Thanongsinh Kanlagna (Laos), Moe Kyaw (Myan-
mar), Dr. Robert Yap (Singapore), Oudet Souvannavong (Laos), Chanth-
achone Vongsay (Laos), Jukhee Hong (Maiaysia), and ASEAN BAC
Executive Director Gil Gonzales. ; :

sak Duangdee, ABAC Thailand chair,
and witnessed by the ABAC Council

chairs from the ASEAN countries.

The areas of collaboration with Thai- -

. land cover rice, banana, vegetables,

and palmoil.
ABAC Philippines initiated the
project with each ASEAN member-

state, starting with Malaysia, which '

signed its MOU last July. ;
This was followed by the ABACs

of Brunei, Cambodia, Singapore, Laos,

Myanmar; and Indonesia, who all

~ signed last September in time to coin-

cidewith the ASEAN Business Invest-
mentSummit, with Philippines Presi-

dentFerdinand Marcos]r.and Cambo-
dian Prime Minister Hun Manet as |

witnesses.

The MOUSs covered the explora-

tionofjoint partnershipsin knowled
and technology development; trade

and investmentopportunities; research -
‘and development; and strategies in |

sustainable agriculture, among others.
'Iheagﬁ—MSMEdevelopmengFart-
nershipsare patterned after Go Nego-

o's Kapatid Angat Lahat sa Agri |

rogram (KALAP) whichaims tointe-
gratesmall farmersinto the valuechain
of large agri companies, also called

“big-brother companies” under the -

KALAP program. Concepcion is also
the founder of Go Negosyo.
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