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By Yolanda Sotelo
@yzsoteloINQ

ILLASIS, PANGASINAN—
The vegetable “talong” (egg-
plant) is commonly used as
an ingredient in ordinary

household dishes, but it has been

elevated to restaurant-level fare

by townsfolk of this agricultural
town in western Pangasinan at a .

recent cooking festival.

- During the 16th edition of the
Talong Festival on Jan. 19, a total
of 24 dishes with eggplant as the

main ingredient were prepared

into appetizers, finger food, main
courses and snacks, all plated to
match how dishes are served in
fine dining restaurants.

. The cook fest, held at the
town'’s gymnasium, was a cook-
ing contest among the 21 baran-
gays and local schools.

After the judging, the Java

rice cake eggplant from cooks
in Unzad village won the first
prize. This dish was followed by
_ the fried stuffed eggplant glazed
with yakiniku, or Japanese bar-
beque sauce, of Lipay village
(second prize) and the royal
bibingkang (rice cake) talong of
Amamperez village (third prize).
The Java rice cake eggplant is
acomplete meal in itself. Its main
ingredients are eggplant, ground

CELEBRATING EGGPLANT The cook fest in this year’s Talong Festival held at the municipal auditorium in Villasis town, Pan-
gasinan, showcased (from left) a Java rice cake eggplant, eggplant parmesan nacho chips and tuna-stuffed eggplant. An aver-
age of 18 recipes are presented every year during the festival, also featuring an eggplant-themed street dancing competition as
shown in the 2023 staging of the celebration. —pHoTOs BY WILLIE LOMIBAO e
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LOCAL HARVEST Farmers har-
vest the long hybrid eggplant
variety which grows year-
round in Villasis, Pangasinan.
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pork and cooked rice, and is gar-
nished with parsley, bell pepper,
carrots and tomatoes. ;

For bagging the first prize,
the Unzad team won P7,000
from the local government.

The fried stuffed eggplant
glazed with yakiniku sauce won
the judges’ nod for its unique
blend of the eggplant with pork,
shrimp and other vegetables,
then coated with eggs, flour,
breadcrumbs and then fried
into golden brown perfection.

The team from Lipay village,
which brought home P4,000, cre-
ated their own yakiniku sauce.

A snack called “royal bib-
ingka with a twist” took third
prize. It is the usual glutinous
rice flour-cum-coconut cream
and milk spack that just got
healthier with eggplants.

According to former Mayor
Dita Abrenica, an average of 18
recipes are presented every year
during the festival, so around
300 eggplant dishes have been
concocted already since the cook
fest began 16 years ago. :

A book on 100 ways to cook
eggplant was published by the

oY,
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local government to feature

the recipes in the festival’s ear-
ly years.

The festival is a part of the‘

town’s annual fiesta celebra-
tion, during which a day is ded-
icated to the eggplant through
the cook fest and crowd-draw-
ing street dancing.

During the street dancing,
high school students, garbed in
costumes, mostly in purple and
green: to mimic the eggplant,
performed around the town’s
major  streets. Elementary
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school children also participat-

ed in the “retro dances” accom-

panied by 1970 to 1980s music.

Quality produce
- Villasis has around 400 hect-
ares devoted solely to eggplant
production, and local officials saw
it fit to hold the Talong Festival as

a strategy to market the town's

top produce and carve a name in
the agricultural tourism industry.

The town, according to May-
or Nonato Abrenica, prides itself
as the “Vegetable Basket of the

North” as it also produces rice,
okra, sili (chili pepper), tomatoes
and ampalaya (bitter gourd).
“But we have achieved the
branding of being the one produc-
er of quahty eggplant [in northern

Luzon],” Abrenica said. “We will-

keep on improving the festival
and will continue helping the
farmers as agriculture is one of
the town'’s economic backbones.”

He said the municipal agri-
culture office was still consoli-
dating the vegetable production
data and how much it contribut-

ed to the town’s coffers in 2023.
Councilor Chrisanto. Balila,
agriculture chair committee, said
the town’s agricultural villages
along the Agno River are suitable
for eggplant farming as the vege-
table grows well in sandy soil.
- Data from recent years

an average of 20,000 metric
tons of eggplants every year,
contributing to the entire pro-
duction of the Ilocos region,
which is the country’s top pro-

ducer of the vegetable.
In the second quarter of 2023,
the region produced 60,000
MT of eggplants, accord-
ing to the Philippine Sta-

tistics Authority.
Municipal Agricul-
ture Officer Diony Cari-
' no said vegetable farmers
in the town get a 20-per-
cent to 30-percent discount per
bag of fertilizer, and are given
seeds assistance both by the De-
partment of Agriculture and the
local government.

- Prices also do not dramati-
cally drop because eggplant is
not simultaneously harvested
but successively (as the veg-
etable matures), unlike other
produce like tomatoes, which
easily rot because these are
harvested all at the same time.

Farmers, Balila added, have
no problem marketing their

‘produce because Villasis has

its own “bagsakan (whplesale}
market and is a neighbor of Ur-
daneta City, which hosts anoth-
er popular wholesale market
and trading center. iNq
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FA RMER BON GBONG rresident Ferdinand Marcos Jr., with the help ofa farmer, operates the Rice Combined
Harvester during a ceremonial harvesting and assistance distribution event in Barangay Mandili, Candaba, Pampanga, on Saturday, Feb. 3,

2024. Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel accompanied the President. PHOTO BY RENE H. DILAN

PH registers record-high rice production in 2023

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said on
Saturday that the Philippines produced a

record-high 20 million metric tons (MT) -

of rice last year, which is 1.5 percent higher
than the country's rice production in the
same period in 2022,

In his speech during the ceremonial
palay harveSUng and distribution of vari-
ous assistance in Candaba, Pampanga,
the rice production in 2023 registered a

- 1.5 percent or 300,000-MT increase from

the 19,76 million MT of palay produced
in 2022.

He said this came from the 0.23 percent
increase in area harvested and 1.3 percent
improvement in yield.

“Because of our joint hard work, we

‘were able to record a production of more

than 20 million metric tons of rice last
2023,” the President said.

Marcos said the record-high. volume
of rice production last year contributed

to the overall value of production in the
agriculture and fisheries sectors, which is

recorded at P1.763 trillion in 2023, higher
-than the P1.757 trillion level in 2022,

He attributed the increase in last year's
rice production to the government's efforts

to provide and distribute high-quality

seedlings and fertilizers to farmers. -
The President led the ceremonial har-
vesting of palay in Barangay Mandili in

»RiceA2
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Candaba, Wﬁere ht also distrib-
ﬂ‘ute&vqﬁwsassistancé tq farmers,
:indudiﬁg hauliug -trucks, seeds
“and ﬁnattr.lal assistance, among
‘others;ito ;mofe than 12,000 ben-
eficiaries and. lﬁfarmers coopera-
tives and associations.:

‘The l?ﬁamnemq
(DA), whid

'culture
ent previ-

ously held; also proyided fertilizer
discount vouchers: wo‘hh P99.8

in grants for workmg*cgpltal and
hauling vehicles'to” 150 farmers
and the construction of agricul-
tural infrastructure. =

..But the President vowed to
“prqwdé ‘mote governipent sup-
;port programs for increased rice

productlon in2024.

. 'Heé'said the government was eye-
mg more solar-powered irrigation

: projects to provide water supply

%10 about 180,000’ hectares of agri-
cultural land nation

4 4“The key is 1mgaho /50 we are
lOOk]p%BJ_: the systeim, t%Et is being
. develgped, and’T' ﬂnn we will

uy:solar‘powered irrigation,” the

President'sa .

“That i§ our plan to improve our
snuatlonein the agricultural sector.
We will contmue to strengthen
and increase the assistance for
the affected areas and citizens,”
he added.

The President said using
solar energy was economically
viable and cost-effective as it
would help farmers irrigate
their lands free from the bur-
den of spending money on
expensive diesel pumps.
~ He said solar-power irriga-
tion projects are seen as a solu-
tion to address the challenges
hounding the agriculture sec-
tor, including the adverse
impacts of typhoons and the
El Nifio phenomenon.

“We will install solar power to
operate the pumps. We are look-
ing at it; it will help immediately
because we import maybe 3.5 mil-
lion metric tons of rice every year,"
Marcos said.

The DA National Program has

PH registers record-high

allocated P31 billion for various
projects, P17 billion for the Philip-
pine Solar-Irrigation Project, and
P1.2 billion for the construction
and improvement of small-scale
irrigation projects.

The agency also funded the Rice
Competitiveness Enhancement
Fund with P10 billion. This will
enhance the competitiveness of
the rice industry through various
interventions, such as rice seed
development, provision of farm
equipment and credit and exten-
sion services.

Marcos said the government
was also focused on developing
new varieties of palay that would
be resilient amid the changing
weather conditions in the country.

“Some of the steps we are cur-
rently undertaking is the develop-
ment of seeds that can adapt to
the changing climate, as well as
the conduct of climate risk assess-
ments for the affected communi-
ties,” Marcos said.

“You farmers can really feel
what we call climate change, so we
need to study carefully if there is a
variety that could be used during
the stormy season when the rain
is too heavy,” he added.

No hungry Filipino
Meanwhile, Marcos pr’orf;iéed no

Filipino would be left hungry un-
der his administration’s “Bagong

-Pilipinas” (New Philippines).

“Our cooperation to develop
our agricultural sector is just one
of the main steps towards build-
ing a New Philippines where no
one goes hungry, and everyone
works hard for a more prosperous

-future,” Marcos said.

To realize this vision and en-

sure sustainable harvest, Marcos |

assured farmers of government
support in all of their endeavors,
such as through distributing high-
quality seeds.

He likewise commended the
farmers for their hard work and
dedication, which led to an in-
crease in rice production in the
Philippines in 2023.
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- The government will undertake a
~ nationwide solar-powered irrigation
- program to help achieve its goal of
rice self-sufficiency, President Marcos
. announced yesterday. .
During the ceremonial palay har-
- vesting and distribution of various
~ assistance to farmers in Barangay
‘Mandili, Candaba, Pampanga, Mar-
cos said the project is expected to add
: Turn to Paga

.....

President Marcos operates a rice harvester durlng a ceremonial harvestlng and assistance dlstrlbution event in Barangay Mandili, Candaba, Pampanga yesterday. KRIZJOHN ROSALES
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'Another animal

pestilence

"Even as the hog mdustry is
still grappling with African
swine f’ever, another threat to
livestock is on the horizon.
Lumpy ~skin disease, a viral

infection affecting cattle, is
spreading in several countries,

prompting the Department of
Agriculture to ban imports of  er

cows, buffalo, their meat and
by-products-including milk
from Libya, Russia, South
Korea and Thailand.

The disease, first reported
in Africa a century ago, has
spread to the Middle East,
Turkey, the Balkans and parts
of Asia. While the virus is not

always fatal to the animal, the

infection can spread quick-
ly and.the disease, with the

characteristic unsightly skin

eruptions or nodules, reduced
milk yield and emaciation, can
lower the commercial value of
cattle. ‘
Attenuated virus vaccines
are available against lumpy
skin disease, along with an-
tibiotics against secondary
infection. Veterinary experts,
however, have warned that
containing the disease and
caring for infected cattle can
be difficult with large herds.
* In the case of ASF, players
in the local hog industry have
complained that lax measures
at the ports allowed the en-
try of tainted pork and pork
products from abroad. They
also lamented the weakness of

farm contamment measures as

well as the lack of or limited
-mdemmﬂcahon for affected

4

hog raisers, which rhscouraged"y ;

reporting of ASF cases and

contributed to the spread of -

the disease nahonmde
Since the first SF
was detected in
ines in-2019, thousinds of

652023 the Department of
Agrlculture reported that ASF
had been recorded in 64 of the
country’s 83 provinces.

While ASF does. not ]ump
‘to humans and the meat of in-
fected hogs can still be edible,
the commercial value of the
pork is reduced. ASF can also
quickly spread and decimate
the hogs in‘an entire farm.
Local hog raisers have com-
plained that they have suffered
from the double whammy of
ASF and too much importa-
tion of pork and pork products
that have pulled down farm
gate prices while retail prices
remain high

Vietnam has developed a
vaccine for ASF together with
us researchers, but the vac-

cine is not yet available for

widespread. dissemination in

~ the Philippines. In the case of

lumpy skin disease, vaccines

are available. Apart from bet-

ter monitoring at all ports of

entry, efforts must be made to

ensure that vaccines will be
on hand in case the LSD virus

is detected in the Philippines.

The country has seen the con-
sequences of a virus going out
of control in the case of ASE. It

_should not be repeated w:t‘.h
lumpy skin disease.
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o Filipino will go
arcos

Revitalized
agriculture,
sufficient gov't
support vowed

‘By ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

resident Marcos said that no
Filipino would experience
hunger under the recently
launched “Bagong Pilipinas”
(New Philippines) as he promised a
revitalized agriculture sector wherein
farmers are equipped with modern
agricultural knowledge and sufficient
support from the government.
Marcos said this when he led the
ceremonial palay harvesting in Ba-
rangay Mandili, Candaba, Pampanga,
where he also distributed various as-
sistance such as hauling trucks, seeds,
and financial assistance, among others,
to more than 12,000 farmers and 10
farmers’ cooperatives and associations.
A good indicator that supports
President Marcos’ vow is the rice
output last year that hit a new record-
high of 20 million metric tons.

Collective effort is vital
“Dahil sa ating sama-samang
pagsisikap, nagtamo tayo ng tala ng
ani noong 2023 na umabot sa
mahigit 20 milyong metric P> §
Page | of 2
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No Filipino will go hungry —

ton ng palay (Because of our joint hard
work, we were able to record a produc-
tion of more than 20 million metric ton
of rice in 2023),” he said in his speech.

This production is a 1.5 percent, or
300,000 metric tons, increase from
the 19.76 million metric tons of palay
i produced in 2022.

- The increase came from the 0.23
percent increase in area harvested and
1.3 percent improvement in yield.

In his speech on Saturday morn-
ing, Feb. 3, Marcos asked the public to
cooperate as this will lead to a better
Philippines where no one is left behind.

“Ang ating pagtutulungan na ma-
paunlad ang ating sektor ng agrikul-.
tura ay isa lamang sa mga pangunahing
hakbang tungo sa pagbuo ng isang
Bagong Pilipinas—ung saan walang
nagugutom (Our collective effort in
improving our agriculture sector is
' one way of forming a New Philippines

where no one will go hungry),” he said. .

To realize this vision and to ensure
sustainable harvest, President Marcos
assured farmers of government sup-
port—such as the distribution of high-

quality seeds—in all of their endeavors.

He likewise commended the farm-
ers for their hard work and dedication,
which led to an increase in rice produc-
tion in the Philippines in 2023.

“Ang inyong dedikasyon, sakripisyo

at sipag ay tunay na nagsisilbing inspi-
rasyon sa ating lahat (Your dedication,
sacrifice, and hard work inspire us
all),” Marcos said. “Ang inyong mga
kamay— na masigasig na nagbubung-
kal ng lupang inyong sinasaka—ang
siyang nagbibigay ng buhay at sigla
sa ating sambayanan (Your hands that

meticulously toil the lands gwe life to-

our country).”

The record-high volume of rice
productmn in 2023 contributed to the
overall value of production in the ag-
riculture and fisheries sectors, which
is recorded at 1.763 trillion in 2023,
higher than the P1.757-trillion level
in 2022.

Marcos attributed the increase

in last year’s rice production to the

government’s efforts of providing and
distributing high-quality seedlings and
fertilizers to farmers.

Marcos 1<

DA support

During the event, the Department of
Agriculture (DA), which the President
previously led, also provided fertilizer
discount vouchers worth £99.8 million
in the province.

It also distributed #5 million in
grants as working capital and hauling
vehicles to 150 farmers, as well as con-

struction of agricultural infrastructure.

The Marcos administration vowed
to provide more government support
programs for increased rice production
in 2024.

The DA National Program already
allocated P31 billion for various proj-
ects, P17 billion for the Philippine
Solar-Irrigation Project, and 1.2 billion
for the construction and improvement
of small-scale irrigation projects.

The agency also funded the Rice
Competitiveness Enhancement Fund
with P10 billion to enhance the com-
petitiveness of the rice industry through
various interventions, such as rice seed
development, provision of farm equip-
ment, and credit and extension services.
(With a report from Raymund Antonio)

Page . of 2
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DA, DTI'ink MOU
on mtegrated rice

.,An!

THE National Irrigation Administra-
hon (NIA)said that the efficient rice
supply chain and development of a
business-to-business (B2B) online
market platform (for rice) are now

more feasiblewithitspartnershipwith

Departmentof Agriculture (DA) and

Department .of Trade and Industry :
Amemomndum ofunderstanding

(MOU) on the Integrated Rice ;gly =3

Chain Development Program
was signed Friday between DTI Sec»
Alfredo Pascual, DA Chief of
Staff Alvin Jon Balagbag and NIA
Acting Administrator EduardoGuillen
at the (NIA) Central Office. :
According to NIA, the MOU aims -
to create alternative market access for
rice buyers and sellers in line with the
realization offood sufficiency thrustof
Pmsndtherdmand Mamos]'r andthe I

supply chain

By .Ioél dela Torre

Three- Year-Food LOnghCS Acnon
Agenda of the government.

At thesan;e time, it targets toen- -

hance the income of rice farmers
l'hmughmm'eefﬁamtfna:ketandmp-

 ply chainarrangementto promote prop-

er rice bonding and damﬁcahon
No;anly that, NIA said italsofacil-

itates cooperation in production, mar-

keting, sales and domestic rice distri-

;buponmthe market.

Underthe Unde:standmg, DA, NIA

-and DTI commit to share resources
~ suchasbutnotlimited todatasharing,

research, technical expertise and ac-
oesshorespecuvenetworksandstake-
holders. -

The three government oﬁws will
actively engage and collaborate with
rice farmers, cooperatives, LGUs and

other stakeholders to ensure the effec- -

tive and widespread adoption of the

“project.

Serving as witnesses in the MOU
ceremonial signing were Digital Phil-
]?pmes Undersecretary Jean

acheco and NIA Senior Deputy
Administrator Robert Suguitan. NIA
Deputy Administrator for Adminis-
trative ‘and Finance Sector Robert
Victor Seares, Jr., NCIA Pres:dent
Remy Albano, Departmentand Divi-
sion Managers, and ].mgahon em-

cployees:s = s ik o4
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‘Onion prices normalize after
House exposes agri cartel

By ELLSON QUISMORIO But that’s exactly what happened af-
ter the House of Representatives sought
to get to the bottom of overpriced local
onions in February 2023. Upon the order
of House Speaker Martin Romual-
dez, the Committee on Agncultuxe > 8

. Rarely does one of these dragging,
protracted hearings in aid of legislation
ever result in a tangible beneﬁt to the
common Filipino.

s o

Onion prices normalize after
House exposes agri cartel 1«

spent the next four months digging
through tips and piecing together evi-
dence on the problem of agricultural
hoarding in the country.

It all began in late 2022, when
prices of onions suddenly surged to
an absurd 700 per kilo. At this point,
onions cost more than some meat
products. “This is economic sabo-
tage...People are still trying to recover

from the pandemic. The last thing we
need is an unreasonable rise in food
prices,” Romualdez said.

By the final quarter of 2023, lo-
cal onion prices had normalized to
P160 per kilo, as the series of House
hearings had clearly established the
artificial nature of the price spike,
‘no thanks to certain enterprising
personalities.

Page

of



P

Diyaryong disente ng masang intelihente

Date: Teé- oY, Y Page: :

3;( LIBRARY
{ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



Abante

- UNA SA BALITA 3

Date: _fe& . Od4, “ou) Page: _ 2

/)

L
N7
¥

]

3 LIBRARY
)ﬂﬁ( DeDT OF AGRICULTURE

Page__ of



EOPLEG

JOURNAL

Everybody’'s Newspaper

Date: rTe- Cl-b ‘?UW Page: L_

% LIBRARY
W DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



