CLIPPINGS FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2024

SEC. FTL Jr. QUOTED

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL
Editorial: Rice supply

DA FAMILY

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
Photo: Hatching a plan
Luzon farmers start to feel E1 Nifio’s grip

THE MANILA TIMES
El Niiio damage hits P151M- DA

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
Phl to import more rice —- USDA
El Niiio agri damage reaches P151.3M

ABANTE
El Nifio humahagupit, nalugi sa agri P150M

PEOPLE’S JOURNAL
DA: Agri losses in El Nifio-affected areas reach P1S0M

AGRI-RELATED STORY

No stories

FOREIGN STORY

No stories



Everybody's Newspaper

LIBRARY
N ~rpr OF AGRICULTURE Date: & (© 202U page: __ 4

DA ASSURES ENOUGH RICE FOR FIRST HALF-YEAR
AS IMPORTS ARRIVE, HARVEST NEARS

It

Rice supply

THE Department of Agriculture has given
assurances that the rice supply in the
Philippines"is sufficient" for the first six
months of the year.

Reports said that a total of 750,000 metric
tons of imported rice arrived in Manila in
Dltircember and January, boosting the stock-

es.
£ And note that the upcoming rice harvest
usually peaks in March and April in this
impoverished nation of rice-eating people.

the view of many, notably the poor,
what is worrrisome is the existence of un-
scrupulous traders, who might try to ex-
ploit the situation.

These "economic saboteurs" may use the
El Nino phenomenon as an excuse to hoard
rice to push prices to "unreasonable high
levels."

And we share the view of Agriculture Sec-
retary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. that "what we
need to guard against now are (these) prof-
iteers."

Of course, the government, through con-
cerned offices and agencies, are out to hit
hard at "profiteers and hoarders.

In fact, we believe that it is just a matter
time before these heartless and erring trad-
ers are identified, arrested and charged in
court. - .

Without doubt, creating an artificial rice
short age, particularly during hard times
and emergen cies, is revolting to the sens-
es.
The authorities should be commended
for ensuring that the people have access to -

affordable but quality rice throughout the Page
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HATCHING A PLAN Vendors arrange trays of eggs at a wholesalqstall in Mega Q Mart
Quezon City on Tuesday, Feb. 6. The Department of Agriculture has asked other agencies to
convince people to consume more eggs to address an oversupply in local production, which
has caused farm-gate prices to go down to as low as P4 each.—GRIG c. MONTEGRANDE
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Luzon farmers start
to feel EI Nino’s grip

' TUMAUINI, ISABELA—Ricefields in the Ilocos and
Cagayan Valley regions have started to dry up but
farmers continue to plant palay despite unfavora-
ble conditions, hoping to recoup losses. In Isabela,
there is a growing concern over the receding water
level at Magat Dam, the main source of irrigation for
80,000 hectares of farmlands. But local officials said
measures were in place to help mitigate the im- ‘g
pact of the dry spell. —sTORY BY INQUIRER LUZON A.'
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Luzon farmers start
to feel El Nifio’s grip

Rice farms relying on rains in Isabela, Pangasinan begin to dry up;
agriculture, local officials firm up plans to mitigate impact of drought

By Villamor Visaya Jr.,
Yolanda Sotelo

and John Michael Mugas
@InquirerLuzon

TUMAUINI, ISABELA—As the
midday  temperature  peaks
on Friday, Sergio Areglado, a
farmer from Barangay Liwanag
here, proceeded to plant rice in
his farm despite the imminent
drought accompanying the El
Nino weather phenomenon.

With the help of six farm
hands, Areglado was hoping to
earn by planting palay during the
off-season cropping period even
with the unfavorable weather
conditions.

“Our farms are not irrigated
during this time, but we have a
nearby river to source water for
our plants,” he said, noting that
they plan to use water pumps for
irrigation.

Areglado, 40, said another
challenge would be the increas-
ing cost of gasoline for farm
equipment, as this would add to
the overall production cost. He
would. typically spend between
P80,000 and P100,000 per hect-
are for seeds, pesticides, fertiliz-
ers, labor and other provisions.

But Areglado said he was for-
tunate because he was able to sell
his recently harvested palay for
P25 to P27 per kilo.

“The current market for pa-
lay is still favorable. We just hope
that we won't face too many dif-
ficulties during this off-season
planting period,” he shared.

Mark  Mercado, anoth-
er farmer from Gamu town,
lamented that while their farm-
land in Mabini village is irrigat-
ed, the available water supply is
insufficient.

“We'll resort to using water
pumps as our irrigation canals
start to run dry,” he said.

Dam level

Some 80,000 hectares of
farms in Isabela rely on Magat
Dam for irrigation but water lev-
el in the reservoir continues to
recede, raising concerns among
the local farmers.

“There’s hardly any water
left for our farms due to the im-
pending drought,” Mercado said.

The National Irrigation Ad-
ministration-Magat Dam Res-
ervoir Division (NIA-Mariis) re-
ported that the reservoir level
had dropped to 181.92 meters
above sea level on Friday, below
the normal level of 191 masl and
the spilling level of 193 masl.

Roldan Bermudez, head of
the engineering and operations
division of NIA-Mariis, said cloud
seeding had been included in
their contingency plan, especial-

ly in Isabela, Quirino and parts of
Nueva Vizcaya and Ifugao.

Bermudez stressed that
while the water supply in the
dam is expected to last until the
end of the dry cropping season,
the drought is likely to impact
crops during the wet cropping
season, starting in May.

Damaged crops

In Pangasinan province, pa-
lay planted in 34.4 ha of farms at
Barangay Evangelista in Tayug
town had been destroyed, data
from the Department of Agri-
culture (DA) in the Ilocos region
showed.

Vida Cacal, information offi-
cer of DA Ilocos, said the crops,
which were in the booting stage
(period when the panicle grows),
were beyond recovery.

At least 30 farmers cultivat-
ing the affected land have re-
quested corn seeds as replace-
ment for their lost palay.

Cacal said affected areas in
Pangasinan were just a frac-
tion of the over 68,539 ha of
rice farms and 6,000 ha of corn
farms identified as vulnerable to
El Nifio across the Ilocos region,
primarily due to their reliance on
rainwater.

Pangasinan bears the brunt
of vulnerability to El Nifio, with
35,300 ha identified as at risk.

The DA Tlocos has been allo-
cated P1.6 billion for El Nifio mit-
igation efforts, of which P870.3
million is readily available.

To mitigate El Nifo’s im-
pact, the agency has imple-
mented various programs, in-
cluding strengthening disaster
response task forces, mapping
drought-vulnerable areas, pro-
viding water pumps to farmers
and distributing drought-resis-
tant vegetable seeds, such as
mongo and peanuts.

Local farmers were also en-
couraged to grow sweet potato
and purple yam, which require
less water.

In Ilocos Norte province,
residents in the towns of Vintar,
Marcos, Sarrat, Piddig, Bacarra
and Dingras were asked to pre-
pare for the impact of El Nino,
according to the Ilocos Norte ag-
riculture office.

A water scheduling scheme
has been implemented by farm-
ers in Sarrat to ensure the suffi-
ciency of supply. Some wells in
Sarrat and Pasuquin have also
started drying up, residents said.

The provincial environ-
ment and natural resources
office said measures were in
place to control forest fires,
particularly in the mountain-
ous areas straddling Dingras,
Solsona and Nueva Era. iNa
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 AMID EL NINO LOSSES

Phl to |mport
more rice - USDA

By JASPER EMMANUEL ARCALAS

s s .

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
- hiked its rice import forecast for the Philippines to 3.9
million metric tons this year, driven by blgger purchases

from Vietnam.

The USDA's latest pro'ec—
tion is 100,000 MT higher
its 3.8 million MT rice import
forecast for the country last
month.

The USDA explained that
it revised upward its full-year
rice import estimate for the
Philippines because of the
country’s “strong recent pur-
. chases from Vietnam.”

“Total (global rice) im-
“ports are forecast virtually
unchanged as an increase for
Indonesia and the Phili pines
offset a decrease for China,”
the USDA said in its world
. grain market report released
yesterday.

. With the latest eshmate,
 ‘the USDA sees the Philippines

- becoming the world’s largest .

 fice importer for the second
_consecutive year.
Global rice 1mports this

is up with more im
“donesia and the Phi

year are estimated, at 53.383

million MT versus the 52.163
million MT last year, based on
USDA data. ;
The USDA projected that
the Philippines’ rice require-
ment would rise by three
percent year-on-year to record
16.5 million MT this year from
16 million MT in 2023.
“Global (rice) consumption

ppmes,
it added.

Global rice consumption is

pegged at 522.898 million MT -
this year from 522.1 million

MT last year, according to the
USDA.

The Philippines has import-
ed about 286,000 MT of rice as
of Jan. 25, with more than half
coming from Vietnam, latest
Bureau of Plant Industry fig-
ures showed.
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Elm Ill_fihlllppimas is expected to Import more rloe amld the raglng
0

Federation of Free Farmers
national manager Raul Mon-
temayor said the USDA’s. rice.

reality” since the country may
have to import more due to the

anticipated adverse impact of -

El Nifig on local production.
“We do not expect an in-
crease in production this year
due to weather disturbances.
We will have to import the

- deficit — the reduction in pro-

duction,” Montemayor said.
Earlier estimates by the DA
indicated that the country’s

portforemst is “not far from

> Ph| From B1

Agriculture Secretary Fran-
cisco Tiu Laurel Jr. earlier said
the country would have suf-
ficient rice stocks until June
due to recent imports and the
upcoming dry season harvest.
However, Laurel cautioned

that rice prices cou]d remain

stable until September due to

high prevmhng international
rices.

The Philippines recently
signed a five-year rice supply
deal with Vietnam, ensuring
a supply of 1.5 to two million
MT annually.

rice output in the first half
could decline by about 100,000
MI‘toasmud'laslBSOOOMT
due to El Nifio.

The USDA is also project-
ing that the Philippines’ rice
output could decline to 12.5
million MT this year from
12.625 million MT last year
due to dJKlLveather

The Philippines imported
almost 3.6 million MT of rice
last year, down from the re-
cord-high 3.82 mllhon MT in
2022.

Turn to B4
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- El Nifio agri damage
reaches P151.3 M

Damafe to_agn_cu_lture
due to E
Visayas and Zamboanga

peninsula has reached P151.3

million, with 3,291 hectares

of agricultural land affected, -

according to the Department
~ of Agriculture (DA).

Latest data showed ‘that
3,923 farmers were affected.

Losses amounting to
P141.2 mﬂhon covered 2,971
hectares of rice fields.

Negros Occidental Gov.
Eugenio Jose Lacson said

the provincial government
would provide financial

assistance of P2,500 each
to farmers affected by the
drought.

The Office of the Provin-
cial Agriculturist said dam-
age due to the
gros Occidental ha
to P12.8 million.

Meanwhile, the water lev-

mcxeased

Nino, in Western

spell in Ne- -

,els in nine dams in Luzon

continue to recede.

Binga Dam in Benguet
recorded the biggest drop in
‘water elevation at 571.33 me-

ters yesterday, or 3.67 meters.
below its normal hxgh Ievel of -

575 meters.
In Angat Dam, the water
level dro by .21 meters

compare to its previous

level of 209.76 meters, or 2.45
meters below its normal high
of 212 meters.

The water elévations in
1gﬂl‘)a:m mBulacan,,LaMm ]

in Quezon City, Am

buklao Dam in Benguet, San‘

Roque Dam in Pangasinan,
Pantabangan Dam in Nueva
Ecija, Magat Dam in Isabela
and Caliraya Dam in Laguna
were also below their normal
highlevels. .

— Bella Cariaso, Gllbert
Bayoran
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reach P150M

THEEINino phenomenonis most felt The latest El Nifio bulletin on pos-
inWestern VisayasandtheZamboan-  sible production losses are at 6,618
Peninsula where the damageand  metric tons of palay and corn while
osses to farms reached P151.3 mil- 3,291 hectares are affected by thedry ~ *
lion, with 3,923 farmers affected. RSN s i
damage and losses
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ri losses

By Joel
dela Torre

According to the Department of  “Most of

Thecgeticy alec plans 1O endoree  for other forms of assistance, includ-
‘Social Welfareand Development,and ~ Ingfinancialsupport.
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