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Rice inventory
- up10%
~inJanuary

By JASPER EMMANUEL ARCALAS

The country’s total rice inventory at

the start of the year rose by almost 10
nt to over two million metric tons
on the back of higher stocks in com-
‘mercial entities. oy R
Latest data from the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) showed
that rice stocks inventory as of Jan. 1
'stood at 2.03 million metric tons (MT),
177,000 MT higher than the 1.85 mil-
lion MT recorded in the same period
last year. - : ,
“Month-on-month, the volume of
rice stocks inventory recorded an incre-
ment of 6.9 percent from the previous
month’s 1.9 million metric tons,” the
PSA said. . ; ' r
The country’s rice inventory last
month was the highest in the past one
year and was also the first time that
stocks of the grain returned to two mil-
lion MT level since December 2022.
PSA data showed that out of the
three sectors that it regularly surveyed,
only the commercial entities posted
higher rice inventory during the refer-
ence period. . R
" Rice stocks in the commercial sec-
tor expanded by half year-on-year to

© 48,680 MT, while

““In comparison fo the December |
" 2023 rice stocks levels, a
month-on-month increase was

noted in the commercial sector b

14.3 percent, and in the household

Gty sector by 1.4 percent.”

e S

978,000 MT from 651,930 MT last year,
according tothe PSA.

' Meanwhile, rice stocks in house-
holds and National Food Authority
(NFA) warehouses in January declined
on an annual basis.

~ The PSA said rice stocks in NFA
warehouses plunied by 57.6 percent to
_ , ousehold inventory
declined by 7.7 percent to one million
MT. ) '

e I;SA added that households ac-

 counted for 49.4 percent of the January

rice inventory followed by the com-
mercial sector at 48.2 percent and NFA
depositories at 2.4 percent.

“In comparison to the December
2023 rice stocks levels, a month-on-
month increase was noted in the com-
mercial sector by 14.8 percent, and in
the household sector by 1.4 percent,”
it said. £l 194

" On the other hand, rice stocks -
inventory from the NFA depositories

‘decreased by 14.8 percent,” it added.

‘The Department of Agriculture
(DA) earlier assured the public that the
country would have sufficient rice sup-

plies in the first half.

This would be made possible by
the anticipated entry of rice imports
coupled by the dry season harvest that
is expected to peak around March or
April, according to the DA..

The country produced a record high

volume of palay or unmilled rice in -

2023 at 20.059 million MT, 1.53 percent
over the 19.756 million MT recorded
output in 2022, '
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PhilRice urged to help
farmers become competltlve

SENATOR Cynthia Vil-

larcalled onthePhilippine
Rice Research Institute
(PhilRice) tosup rtthe
farmersinorderto
competitive.

"T am the

sponsoring t
RiceTarificationLaw (RTL)

extension bill and I look
forward to Phil Rice su

port on ‘said Villar
during the Department of
Agriculture-Phil Rice An-
nual Review of the RCEF
Seed and Extension Pro-

E Villar, chair of the

Senate Agriculture and
Food Committee, said
the Philippines has not

yet experienced more

‘output of palay perhect--

are at lower production
cost until under the RTL
in 2020.

"When RTL started in

=2(.')19 3.95tonsin2020and _

in 2023, 4.19 tons, because
of the distribution of high
gnhty inbred seeds to.

ers,byPhx]Rme, she

: Also the RTL,
she ice is man-
dated tolead the Rice Com-
penhvenmsExﬂ’tancemmt

Fund (RCEF) Certified
SeedDeve[opment,Prop—
agation and Distribution
s o
on
"RCEF Rice Program
has also syn and
strengthened the local
farmersmtoseedproduc—
cooperatives to su
portandparhclpatem
nationwide high

seed uction trade.

It has established 756 Pa-

laySikatan Technology
Demonstration sitesin404
cities and municipalities
located in 58 provinces
under its extension ser-
vice mandate," she add-

Vlllarsa]d someof the’
target goals of PhilRice

are to conduct in-depth
research and develop-
ment on better palay in-
bred varieties and to pro-

ducebreeder, foundation,

and registered seeds; bet-
ter distribution system
and improve relationship
with LGUs to optimize

5 mlplementahon efficien-

t, thereare 164

At

seed varieties and

15 new varieties devel-

oped by. PhilRice under
RCEF 3

Camille P. Balagtas
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ped by b 8pen:ent to 4 26mﬂhon-met
ric tons from 4.34 million MT in 2022 as =
catch by both commercial and municipal
fishers decreased, according to the Philip-

pine Statistics Authonty (PSA).
- “Decreases in production were noted
for commercial, marine municipal fisher-

tors,” the PSA said in 1ts recent ﬁshena
situation report. -

“Only the aquaculture subsector re-
ported annual increment in production,”
the PSA said. :

The PSA noted that commercial fisher-
ies production declined by almost five -
percent t0.820,300 MT in 2023 from 862,690
MT in 2022. The sub sector accounted for
19.3 percent of the country’s total fisheries
output last year, the PSA said.

Meanwhile, total municipal fisheries
production, which contributed about a

quarter of the overall output, fell by six:

percent year-on-year to 1.055 million MT
from 1.126 million MT in 2022.
~ “On marine municipal fisheries, the

RARY
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“This was 7.3 percent lower than the
2022 level of 950,910 metric tons,” it added
wl'ule noting that the subsector contrib-
uted 20.7 percent of the total ﬁshenes

! pmduchon last year.

Inland municipal “fisheries production

' last year stood at 174.580 MT, almost flat

compared to the 175 350 MT recorded
volume in 2022.

PSA said domestic aquaculture,
which was the lone subsector that grew
during the period, expanded its output

¥ by 1.5 percent on an annual basis to 2.38
. MMT. The PSA added that aquaculture

constituted the biggest share of 56 per-

cent to the total ﬁshenes produchon m_

2023
The PSA reported that output reduc-
tions were observed in the following

- major species: milkfish (bangus, -8.9 per-
ies, and inland mumcnpal fisheries subsec-

- cent), skipjack (gulyasan, -18.8 percent),

. frxgate tuna (tulingan, -13. 3 percent),

ﬁmbnatéd aardmes (tunsay, -33.5 per-

cent) anélweadﬁn bream (bisugo, -21.2

).

Meanwlﬂle, the PSA added that pro-

iction of the following grew last year:

_ seaweed (5.3 percent), roundscad (ga-
lunggong, 11.2 percent), indian mackerel

ﬂumahan, 17.6 percent) and ye]]owﬁn :

 tuna (tambakol / bariles, 6.6 percent).

* The Department of Agriculture earlier

ounced its plan to “revive” Laguna de
ay as one of the country’s major sources

of fish supply such as goby, mudfish,

- ayungin, bangus,. catﬁsh, tilapia, among
othérs

total volume of production was esti-

mated at 881,250 metric tons in 2023,”
it said.

Page

of



pate: TT2- 1, 702y Page: 3
LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Filipinos' rice consumption '
expected to rise anew in 2024

By CHINO S. LEYCO

Filipinos are projected to up their rice
intake this year, solidifying the coun-
try's rank as the sixth-largest consumer
of the grain worldwide, the latest report
from the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) indicated.

According to the USDA's Grain:
World Markets and Trade report, it is
projected that Filipinos will consume a
record 16.5 million metric tons of rice
in 2024, a three percent increase
from the 16 million mefric tons
consumed in 2023.

This translates to an average
of 151.3 kilos of rice per Filipino
annually. . '

With higher consumption, the
USDA has revised its estimates for
the Philippines' rice imports. The
latest projection now stands at 3.9
million metric tons this year, sur-
passing the previous estimate of
3.8 million metric tons.

The Philippines remains the
world's top importer of rice, ac-
counting for 25.7 percent of the
global import requirements in
2024.

The country is also expected to con-
tinue to surpass China, the world's sec-
ond most populous nation, in rice im-
ports, with its expected import of only
2.3 million metric tons.

“Global consumption is up with
more imports for Indonesia and the
Philippines,” the USDA said.

The USDA has also projected that the
country’s rice output may decrease to
12.5 million metric tons this year from

12.625 million metric tons last year due

to dry weather, or El Nifio. '

During President Marcos Jr.'s re-
cent state visit to Hanoi, the Philippines
and Vietnam signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) on Rice Trade
Cooperation.

Under the MOU, Vietnam has com-
mitted to supplying the Philippine pri-
vate sector with 1.5 million to two mil-
lion metric tons of white rice annually
at competitive and affordable prices for
the next five years.
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Cocoa prices reach recor

ONDON: Cocoa struck record renewed
peaks Friday in both London and New York,
4driven by a supply crunch over bad weather

in top producers Ghana and Ivory Coast.

tering its previous loﬁg—standing'
1977 high of $5,379. ‘

The New York price of cocoa
zoomed to $6,030 per ton, shat-

.London cocoa extended its
record-breaking week to vault
to a new peak at 4,786 pounds
per ton.’ :

The rocketing cocoa mar-
ket has sparked fear over the
knock-on impact on the price
of chocolate, at a time when the

world's major economies are
already grappling with elevated
inflation.

“The ongoing [price| surge has
been driven by a worse-than-
expected deficit in 2023/2024,
the third in a row, due to adverse
developments in West Africa,”

noted Saxo Bank analyst Ole
Hansen,
The West African nations of

Ghana and Ivory Coast are the

world's biggest producers of the

commodity that is mostly used -

to make chocolate.
Both countries had been hit by

heavy rains that have sparked a
- tough year for the crop.. "

Producers now also face fresh
turmoil due to the resurgence
of the El Nifio climate phenom-
enon, which causes drought
in some areas and flooding in

others. AFP
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Bird flu still stalks Cambodia after boy dies

PHNOM PENH: A 9-year-old boy in
Cambodia has died from the avian
influenza, the Southeast Asian
kingdom's Health Ministry said
on Friday, warning of a continuing

- threat from the virus that killed three
other people last year.

The boy in northeastern Kratie -

province fell ill after eating poultry
with his family, suffering fever,
coughing and breathing difficulties

before dying on Thursday.
The ministry said tests confirmed

the boy died from the highly patho-

genic H5N1 strain of the virus.
~ “According to the evidence, five
chickens and three ducks had died
at the patient’s home, and they
cooked the chickens and ducks for
food to eat,” the mlmstry said in
a statement.

It said health officials were inves-

tigating the source of the virus and
searching for more cases.

“The Ministry of Health again re-
minds all people to bevigilantabout
bird flu because H5N1 continues to
threaten the health of our people,”
the statement said.

At least three people, including a
* 2-year-old girl, died from bird fluin
the country last year. .

Since late 2021, Europe has been .

Page

hit by its worst-ever outbreak of bird
flu, with North and South America
also experiencing severe outbreaks.

This has led to the culling of tens
of millions of domestic poultry
worldwide, many with the H5N1
strain, including 140,000 in the
Czech Republic earlier this month.

The global outbreak is also re-
sponsible for the deaths of tens of
thousands of wild birds. AFP
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