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DA implements three-year
sustainability program

By Othel V. Campos

HE Department of Agriculture (DA) is banking on a
three-year sustainability plan to improve production,
mechanize operations and upskill farmers on the modern

ways of farming. -

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu-
Laurel said the three-year plan would
focuse on improving irrigation and
upgrading port-harvest facilities.

“No major post-harvest facility was
funded by government in the last 40 years.
We need really to fund these projects.
But we must build bigger. We have three
designs—small, medium and large, not
mini,” he said.

Tiu Laurel’s plan outlines a significant
investment towards achieving food
security in the Philippines. The focus
on improved irrigation and post-harvest
facilities aims to increase rice production
while reducing wastage, with additional
initiatives addressing vegetable losses.

While lowering rice prices to P20 per
kilo remains a long-term goal, the plan
highlights the challenges and ongoing
efforts to ensure food security for the
nation.

He said P1.2 trillion is needed to build

more efficient irrigation systems and’

irrigate 1.2 million hectares of farmland,
primarily rice fields.

Building integrated rice mill and
warehouse complexes — to reduce an
estimated 15 percent in losses in rice due
to the lack of post-harvest facilities — will
cost around P90 billion, he said.

This will help save around P10.7 billion
worth of rice or an additional 23 days of
rice inventory, which is equivalent to
around 10 percent of rice imports based on
2023 figures.

For 2024, the government allocated P1
billion to build four cold storage facilities,
primarily at the Food Terminal Inc.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu-Laurel
Complex in Taguig City, to partly address
the recurrent oversupply and wastage of
vegetables in parts of Luzon alone. The
5,000-pallet position cold storage facility
in FTT will take at least 12 months to
complete.

Transporting vegetables from Benguet to
Metro Manila, according to traders, result
in 30-percent losses that are eventually
passed on to consumers.

“If we try to solve the problem as soon
as possible, assuming a target of 2025, I
need an additional P5 billion to address the
vegetable cold-storage issue of the whole
nation,” he said.

While acknowledging the role of local
government units (LGUs) in managing
agricultural issues, Tiu Laurel reiterated
the DA’s commitment to helping LGUs
resolve these challenges.

Page of
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DA digitizes re
of farmers, fisherfo

By Othel V. Campos

he Department of Agriculture (DA) is undertaking

a digital overhaul, upgrading its farmer and

fisherfolk registry to optimize resource allocation
and ensure targeted interventions.

Dubbed the “Registry System
for Basic Sectors in Agriculture,”
the update focuses on collecting
accurate data for efficient project
implementation, monitoring, and
ultimately paving the way for a more
prosperous food chain.

“We were supposed to finish this

update last year but we have so
many islands to cover. We have to
make a distinction between a farmer
and a farmworker,” said Agriculture
Undersecretary for operations Roger
Navarro, adding that the move would
allow the department to cleanse the
list for better use of resources.

gistrﬁ(

The new registry seeks to segregate
farmworkers from the beneficiary
list. Their needs fall under different
agencies like the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD),
ensuring targeted assistance, the DA
said.

The initial list stands at 1.4 million,
requiring meticulous  verification
and validation, composed mostly
of farmers identified as the poorest
sector in the country.

Mobilizing 16,000 staff across
the archipelago presents a logistical
challenge, but the DA is joining forces
with local government units (LGU ).

The new registry’s data-driven
approach aligns with Agriculture
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.’s
vision of digitalization.

He recognizes technology as
a valuable key to enhancing DA
operations and maximizing returns
for farmers. He also reiterated plans
to reclaim the statistics monitoring
capacity of the DA, previously
known as the Bureau of Agricultural
Statistics (BAS), a move expected to
further strengthen the commitment to
data-driven decision-making.

Labor  statistics show that
agriculture provides employment
to one in every four Filipinos.
From 2021 to 2022, the DA
began upgrading its management
information system to enhance
monitoring of  projects and
interventions and facilitate real-
time recording of agri-fishery
information.

Page of
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Agriculture boosted December
employment, added 715,000 ]ObS

By Othel V. Campos

GRICULTURE continued to support job

generatlon in the country, accounting for one in

every four jobs in December 2023 and helping
drive economic growth, the Department of Agriculture

(DA) said over the weekend.

The DA cited data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)
showing that employment in the
sector is about a fourth or about 24.4
percent of the 50.5 million employed
in December or around 12.3 million
Filipinos. :

“We could 'do much more in
generating jobs and helping more of
Filipinos in agriculture to have better
lives. The Department of Agriculture
is now completing a three-year
strategy  that will modernize

~ agriculture, attract more investments,

and produce more to ensure food
security,” said Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.

Data showed that while services
accounted for a 57.3 percent share
of the jobs in December, industry
contributed 18.3-percent share.

Agriculture  also . generated
715,000 new jobs in December, the
second highest for the month when
the country’s unemployment rate
slipped to 3.1 percent the lowest in
2023.

The DA maintains that the
government has always  been
seeking new ways to increase food
productivity to ensure stable supply

at reasonable prices and. reduce
importation.

By improving returns from
agriculture, government hopes it could
inspire a new generation of farmers to
replace an aging population.

Tiu Laurel said the government
aims to invest heavily in irrigation,
‘machineries, post-harvest facilities
and other farm inputs to boost
production, lower cost, improve
efficiency and raise returns for
farmers.

He said the record palay output in
2023 has been one of the significant
outcomes of the initial investments in
agriculture.

Page
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’Farmers key to record agri output’

By Rio N. Araja

ARMERS are a key contributor in raisiﬁg the combined |

value of the country’s agriculture and fisheries sectors
from P1.757-trillion in 2022 to P1.763-trillion last year,
Speaker Martin Romualdez said Sunday.

In a statement, the Speaker smd he is

ho; mgP;gs:QegMarp
e Secretary Francisco Tiu Lai
will keep supporting local farmers “to

sustain this momentum.”

Romualdez paid tribute to thousands
of Filipino farmers for delivering more
than 20 million metric tons of rice in
2023, an increase of 1.25 percent, from

their previous output.

“This exceptional achievement by our

‘hardworking farmers is truly desery-

ing of praise. They are undeniably the
cornerstone and solution to our nation’s
rice scarcity,” he said in a statement.
The Marcos administration recently
distributed various types of assistance
to several farmers and their coopera-

tives in Pampanga to enhance their pro-
ductlon amid current challenges facing

' their sector, mcludmg the eﬁ'ects of the

El Nifio phenomenon.

1In late August last year, Romualdez
also raided some warehouses in Bula-
can that were suspected of engaging in
the practice of rice hoarding, which he
described as a “heinous crime.”

The Speaker reiterated his commit=
ment to support ongoing government-
led efforts to ensure food security for
Filipino families by stabilizing rice
supply and keeping them affordable

During a meeting with representatives

of the Philippine Rice Industry Stake-

holders” Movement, Romualdez assured
them of the unwavering commitment of

the House of Representatives to combat
rice hoarders and smugglers.
This fully supports the efforts of the

Marcos administration to stabilize rice

prices, the Speaker said.

“If you want to be part of the solu-
tion, you are with us; we will help
you, we’re going to support you. But if
you’re part of the problem, we will root
you out,” he warned smugglers.

Romualdez maintained that Congress

“is firmly committed to ensuring a con-

_sistent, stable, and affordable supply of
‘essential commodities for Filipinos.” !

“We will exercise the chamber’s
mandate to safeguard the interests of
the public to the fullest extent possi-
ble,” he said.

Page
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MAV suspension could lead
to higher pork prices — importers

By JASPER EMMANUEL
ARCALAS

~iac emar

Meat importers have
warned that pork prices could
rise if the government would
not immediately resolve the
issues surrounding the mini-
mum access volume (MAV)
as import arrivals could be
delayed.

Meat industry groups told
The STAR that the plan of the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) to suspend the MAV for
pork could Eave “inflationary
effects” as it could deter some
importers from bringing in
supplies from abroad.

Meat Importers and Trad- I

ers Association (MITA) argued
that President Marcos’ Ex-
ecutive Order (EO) 50 allowed
for the imports under both

m—quota, or within the MAV
mechanism, and out-quota
(outside the MAV) volume.

The MAV mechanism al-
lows importers to bring in a
certain volume of goods at a
lower tariff rate.

Under EO 50, pork im-

ports within the MAV are

levied with 15 percent tariff
while shipments outside it are

slapped with 25 percent tariff .

until end of the year.

“So why should the DA re-
move the in-quota part? This
is tantamount to revising EO

50,” MITA president emeritus

Jesus Cham said.
“EO 50 mandates a semes-

tral review. Why does DA not

allow the EO to run its course
and review after six months?
This is violating the purpose
and objective of the EO,” he

said.

Cham pointed out that
the country’s meat inflation
has been “down” and any
interruptions in the country’s
meat trade could cause accel-
eration in prices, particularly
for pork.

“If inflation spikes, would
the DA not be blamed for
exceeding its authority and
tinkering with EO 50?” he
said, noting that any plans to
change MAV rules must not be
done unilaterally by the DA.

“Why did DA not get the -

concurrence of the MAV Man-

agement Committee who is -

the final decision maker on
MAV matters?” he added.
The country’s meat in-
flation in January further
slowed to -0.7 percent from
0.2 percent in December, the

lowest rate in seven months,
Philippine Statistics Author-
ity data showed.

Cham said MAV quota
holders are now “hesitating”
on their orders, with most of
them on a “wait-and-see” ap-
proach. This, Cham claimed,
would result in pork import
orders being “delayed” for
“several months.”

The Philippine Association
of Meat Processors Inc. (PAM-
PI) echoed MITA's sentiments
that suspending the pork.
MAV could have an effect on
prices of the meat commodity.

_“Though our seetor will not
be severely affected in case
MAV is suspended, prices of
Eork that is brought in for

ome consumption will in-
crease, and it will-have an in-

. flationary effect,” PAMPI said.

Nonetheless, PAMPI noted
that it “trusts” the ]udge-
ment of Agriculture ¢
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. on the
matter and it believes that the
agriculture chief would see
the “wisdom” in keeping the
pork MAV. “for the benefit of
consumers without hurting
the local hog industry.”

The British Chamber of

_ Commerce Philippines (BCCP)

has earlier expressed concerns
against the DA’s proposal, em-
phasizing that it supports the
argument that susiendmg the
pork MAV would have an im-
pact on the country’s domestic
pork supply and existing trade
agreements.

Last week, The STAR broke
the story that the DA is look-
ing at curbing the country’s
agricultural imports by tem-
porarily suspending the entry
of imports of pork and corn

- within the MAV mechanism.

The country’s pork MAV
stands at 54,210 metric tons.
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REIN in inflation!

It didn’t take long for Finance Secretary Ralph Recto
to take full command of the economic cluster as he

)
i
-
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than an academician, Ralph knows what to emphasize
and communicate. He zeroed in on what hurts the
people in their pockets.

Having Ralph at the Department
DEMAND of Finance (DOF) is such a relief.
AND

He’s a sharp contrast to Ben Diokno
SUPPLY

who washed his hands when

inflation numbers were rising fast.

At the time, Ben could only urge

other government officials to do

something to keep prices, especially

of food, down. Ralph is saying,

that's my problem. He is lucky that

% inflation in January is significantly

slower than the 8.7 percent recorded

w in the same month ?:srt year and the

: 3.9 percent in December. It is also

well within the government’s overall target band of two
percent to four percent.

Well, Ralph has the gravitas to take decisive control
of the economic cluster. In 5o doing, he sidelined newly
appointed Presidential Adviser for Economic Affairs
Deck Go who was supposed to be the new head of the
economic cluster. Having been NEDA Director General,
Ralph is confident he knows enough economics to deal
with economic issues. His political background keeps
him grounded unlike technocrats with PhDs. It is his job
to keep the prices of goods and services stable.

Remember how BBM floundered when confronted
with high inflation numbers early last year? Diokno
didn’t even brief him enough to prevent him from sound-
ing uninformed by claiming our inflation was not really
high. Diokno as economic cluster head should have also
advised BBM regarding those controversial sugar import
decisions and the imposition of the retail price cap on rice.
The gobbledygook coming from DOF at the time made the
BBM administration seem detached from real problems

* of real people. :

Said Recto: “As I've said before, our top priority is to

reduce inflation and protect the purchasing power of the

Filipino people. Addressing inflation will not only further
grow the economy but it will help boost our revenue collec-
tion and improve the quality of life of Filipinos.” Exactly,
Sec. Ralph!

Sec. Ralph has good numbers to start with. Food infla- |

tion eased to 3.3 percent from a high of 11.2 percent in

December 2023. Compared to-the previous month, the
drop in food inflation was due mainly to the lower prices
of vegetables and meat. :

But rice is still a problem. Rice inflation increased com-
pared to last month. Again, Recto has the good fortune of
having a competent secretary of agriculture who knows

the same period a year ago and the 5.5 percent rate in
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how to deal with the rice problem. Recto and Agriculture

| Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel, Jr give us the confidence

we didn’t have last year when inflation and food supply
problems arose. Good coordination between Recto who

e  holds the money and Laurel who needs the money to
assumed responsibility for keeping inflation numbers
low. And Ralph even coined an acronym: REIN or Re- |

~duce Emerging Inflation Now. As a politician rather |

implement his programs should help make the govern-
ment look competent. ] ‘

Recto said DOF would oversee the vigorous imple-
mentation of strategies under its REIN plan. This
involves closely monitoring financial assistance pro-
grams or ayuda aimed at supporting vulnerable sectors
and prioritizing the expeditious execution of the 2024
national budget to enable the timely implementation
of measures aimed at enhancing agricultural produc-
tion, especially during the peak of the El Nifio which is
forecasted in March. ;

The finance chief is also taking a special interest in en-
hancing the efficiency of beneficiary identification.

_ They also plan to accelerate the implementation of the
El Nifio Mitigation and Adaptation Plan.

Most importantly, the government will be able to ensure
timely and sufficient imports of key commodities based on
more frequent analysis of demand and supply conditions
while combating anti-competitive practices.

In his first week in office, Secretary Laurel launched a
diplomatic campaign to convince India to exempt us from
their rice export ban. As a result, the Philippines secured

the largest share of its rice importation agreement with
India, securing 295,000 metric tons (MT) to augment the
country’s rice supply out of the 1.03 million MT total rice
exports to be distributed among seven countries: :

Then recently, BBM was able to sign a five-year Rice
Trade Cooperation deal with Vietnam, to access 1.5 million
to two million MT of rice annually at a competitive and

_affordable price. This agreement will help ensure a steady
supply of rice in the near term.,

To help mitigate oil inflation over the medium term,
Recto said the government will issue guidelines for the
voluntary increase of ethanol blend for gasoline, which
could help decrease the cost of gasoline. This is where Sec
Ralph is badly misinformed.

If Sec Ralph wants to decrease the retail price of gasoline,
the government must suspend the requirement to blend
ethanol with gasoline. Ethanol is more expensive than
gasoline and domestic ethanol is more expensive than
imported ethanol. It is likely that some independent gaso-
line retailers are able to significantly cut their retail prices
because they don’t add ethanol to the gasoline they sell.

. Nevertheless, Recto promised that fuel subsidies will

be released to drivers and operators in a timely manner.
Guidelines will also be issued to exempt trucks bringing
agricultural products from increases in toll rates.

It is a welcome change to have cabinet members ad-
dressing issues that matter to us. And it helps that they are
alsoable to communicate better than most technocrats who
are appointed to high level government positions. We can

‘be hopeful for a good year ahead unless some demented
soul from Davao continues to create new anxieties with
his reckless talk.

Boo Chanco’s email address is bchanco@gmail.com. Fol-
low him on X or Twitter @boochanco
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Harmonization of rules to ease regulatory burden in agri

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Department of Agriculture
(DA) has issued the guidelines on
the conduct of regulatory impact
assessment on proposed regula-
tions in the agency.

The DA said the guidelines
will ensure harmonization of all
of its regulations.

DA Administrative Order No.
1, seties of 2024 signed by Sec-
retary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
on February 5 is also in compli-
ance with the Ease of Doing
Business Act of 2018 that seeks to
prevent adding “undue regulatory
burden and cost to affected sectors
of the economy.”

The DA order said all draft
regulatory policies and proposed

sector, oraround 12.3 million Filipinos.

The agency said the agticulture
sector generated 715,000 new jobs
in Decembet, the second most for
the month when the country’s unem-
ployment rate slipped to 3.1 percent,
the lowest in 2023.

“We could do much more in

HARMONIZATION

generating jobs and helping more
of Filipinos in agriculture to have
better lives... The DA is now com-
pleting a three-year strategy that
will modernize agriculture, attract
more investments, and produce
more to ensure food security;” said
Tiu Laurel, in a separate statement.

W Egueel emphasized the DA
aims to increase food productivity
to ensure stable supply at reasonable
prices and reduce importation as well
as improve farmers’ income to attracta
new generation of farmers and replace
an already aging population.

He added the government tar-

Page

guidelines proposed for issuance
will now be subjected to policy
review under a regulatory clearing-
house system. A policy research
service will conduct an initial poli-
cy review of a proposed regulation.

The AO said after the initial
review, proposed policies will be
endorsed to the assistant secretary
for policy, research and develop-
ment for assessment on the consis-
tency with other regulations before
submission to the DA secretary
for final approval and legal review.

The DA cited data from the
Philippine Statistics Authority
which showed24.4 percent of the
50.5 million employed in Decem-
ber 2023 were in the agriculture

See HARMONIZATION > Page A2

gets to invest heavily in irrigation,
machineries, post-harvest facilities
and other farm inputs to boost
production, lower cost, improve
efficiency and raise returns for
farmers especially since after book-
ing a record high palay harvest of
20.06 million MT last year.
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every 4 ]obs m PHL

HE government has vowed to

invest heavily in the country’s

agriculture sector, which
accounted for one in every four
jobs in December, according to the
Department of Agriculture (DA).

Citingdatafromthe Philippine

Statistics Authority (PSA), the DA
said 24.4 percent of the 50.5 mil-

lion employedin Decemberwerein -

the.agnculture sector, or around
12.3 million Filipinos.
Services accounted for a 57.3

agriculture, government hopes it
could inspire a new generation of
farmers to replace an already ag-

ing population.

Laurel said the government

percent share of the jobs in De-

cember while industry had an
18.3-percent share.
~Agriculture also generated
715,000 newjobsin December, the
second most for the month when
the country’s unemployment rate

2023 and 4.3 percentin 2023. The
3.1 percent rate in December is a
new record low in the series that

began in 2005.

Given this, the country’s em-

aims to invest heavily in irriga-
tion, machineries, post-harvest
facilities and other farminputs to
boost production, lower cost, im-
prove efficiency and raise returns
for farmers. :

Initial investments have re-
sulted in record high harvest of
20.06 million metric tons of rice
last year, helping reduce imports.

‘Based on theresults of thelatest
Labor Force Survey, the PSA said
the country’s unemployment rate
‘averaged 3.1 percent in December

ployment rate averaged 96.9 per-.

cent in December 2023 and 95.7
percent in 2023. The PSA said
the rate in December is also the
highest since 2005.

Anexpert from the Asian Devel-
opmentBanksaidin October 2020

‘that returning migrant Filipino

workers can turn to agriculture
if the government is able to put

inplace targeted policies and pro- -

grams that will develop the sector.
In an Asian Development Blog,

ADB agriculture economist Mat-'

slipped to 3.1 percent, the lowest
in 2023.

“We could do much more in
generating jobs and helping more
of Filipinos in agnculture to have
betterlives, Agricult ,eSeﬂanl’ﬁ

Francisco P.” 'Ingggzb&tgsmd in
a statement.

“The Department of Agricul-
ture is now completing a three-
year strategy that will modernize
agriculture, attract more invest-
ments, and produce more to ensure
food security.”

The government is seeking
to increase food productivity to
ensure stable supply at reason-
able prices and reduce importa-
tion. By improving returns from

thias Leitner said an improved
farm sector would be able to pro-
' vide employment to thousands
of overseas Filipino workers who
have been displaced abroad due to
the pandemic.
“Theagriculture sectorwillplay
acrucialrolein the country’s [Phil-
ippines] recovery from Covid-19
impacts, albeit struggling with
persistentlowlabor productivity,”
Leitner said.
“Average wages for non-agricul-
tural workersareabout10 percent
higher than the maximum daily-
wage rate in-agriculture. For the
sectortoabsorbadditionalincom-
ing labor, it needs to modernize
andimprove its competitiveness.”
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HISTORIC RICE
'PRODUCTION

By Jester
Manalastas

SPEAKER Ferdinand Martin
G. Romualdez has expressed
his
ipino farmers astheyachieved
_ ahistoricmilestone of produc-
ing 20 million metrictonsof rice
in 2023, marking a significant
contributioninaddressingthe
country'sriceshortage.
Likewise, Romualdez ac-
knowledged President Ferdi-
nand "Bongbong" R. Marcos]r.
remarkableachievement, attrib-
utingittoa 1.5 percent increase

from the previous year, along -

with thegovernment’s commit-

menttoproviding quality seed-
lings and fertilizers.

He commended Marcosand
cisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr. for their -

unwavering dedication to bol-

steragriculturalmodernization
and enhance food production

desgli.te the challenges posed
by El Nino.

SRS eﬁgﬁona‘l rice pro-

ductionsignificantly contribut-
ed to raising the combined val-

profound admiration forFil- -

ueof theagriculture and fisher-
ies sectors to P1.763 trillion in
2023, exceeding the P1.757 tril-
lion recorded in 2022.

"This exceptional achieve-
mentby ourhardworking farm-
ersis truly deserving of praise.
They are undeniably the cor-
nerstone and solution to our
nation's ricescarcity,” Romual-
dezsaid.

This historicrice harvestsig-
nifies a glimmer of hope in re-
solving the rice shortatﬁe pre-
dicament we faced in the past -
year,” he added.

Marcos, a first cousin of the
Speaker, proudly announced
the significant achievement in
rice production for the Philip-
pines last February 2.

This notable 1.5 percent in-
crease comPaIed to the rice
production in the corr d-
ing period of 2022 highlights
the collective dedication and

perseverance of all st._akehold—

ers involved.
"Our combined effortshave
resulted in an impressive rice

' production exceeding 20 mil-

lion metric tons in 2023," the
President stressed.

Page of
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PLDT, Smart, DA further empower farmer
groups’ digital transformation with FarmTech

The Philippines is largely an agricultural country, but various studies show that over the years, fewer Filipinos have
been going into farming as a profession. If this situation is not addressed, there will be a critical shortage of farmers
in the next coming years. Additionally, with many Filipino farmers advancing in age, most of them are unfamiliar with
and are therefore unable to maximize the available technology-based innovations and online resources on
agriculture. Many are already comfortable with their traditional farming practices and are reluctant to adopt digital
tools and incorporate it into their farming.

To help address this challenge, PLDT and Smart Communications, in partnership with the Department of Agriculture

- Agricultural Training Institute (DA-ATI) levelled up its Digital Farmers Program (DFP) with the launch of FarmTech, a

tech-driven all-in-one training kit for farmer groups to aid their digital literacy training programs for their farmer
members even those in remote areas.

An award-winning program both internationally and locally, DFP is PLDT and Smart’s digital inclusion program in
partnership with DA. Since 2019, PLDT, Smart, and DA-ATI have equipped around 10,000 farmers with digital skills
through a series of digital literacy trainings as part of the FarmLearn component of the program, empowering both
tech-wary farmer elders and tech-savvy youth in agriculture.

With FarmTech, DFP's tech component, farmer groups and agri-coops are now empowered and equipped to extend
the digital literacy training program by training their co-farmers, helping bridge the digital gap in agriculture, even in
far-flung areas. i

Page I

of 3



Manila,
tandard

Date: _T%& (% 7  page:

R
) LIBRARY
1 DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Inclusion and assistance in one neat package

The FarmTech bundle is designed to be durable, portable, and self-sufficient. As most of its components are
lightweight and rechargeabile, it is perfect for facing harsh conditions out in the field where power sources and signal
strength are potentially limiting factors.

Packed in a sturdy, water-resistant carrying case measuring 2 by 2 feet, the FarmTech set includes the following: a
tablet, 10 smartphones, a Smart Bro Pocket Wifi router, an outdoor projector and projector screen, a rechargeable
portable sound system, a flash drive containing multimedia learning resources and apps, and DA-ATI learning
materials. The package also includes Smart Bro prepaid load cards so that its recipients can easily go online.

Stephanie V. Orlino, Stakeholder Management Head for PLDT and Smart, explains that these packages are meant to
reach and be used by farmer organizations and agri-learning centers to bring tech and digital solutions to farmers in
areas where access can be difficult. “The overall thrust of PLDT and Smart has always been digital inclusion for all.
With our trainings under DFP, we are helping address the digital skills gap of farmers. And now with FarmTech, we are
helping address the access gap so that we are able to further make digital tools and solutions work for our farmers.”
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FarmTech in particular and DFP in general are fundamental parts of PLDT and Smart's broader vision of digital
inclusion for all. Alongside these programs, PLDT and Smart also continues to invest and build on its infrastructure,
strengthening their network particularly in hard to reach areas, offering more accessible and faster connectivity for

all Filipinos.
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) is conducting a regulatory
impact assessment to stream-
line new regulations and ensure
that such policies won't cause
any undue burden or cost to the
agriculture sector.
Administrative Circular No.
1 signed on Feb. 5 ordered all
agencies and units under the DA

to comply with the evaluation of

all draft regulatory policies and
guidelines as mandated by the
Anti-Red Tape Authority (Arta),
which was created to address
excessive bureaucratic processes
and regulatory uncertainties.
“There is a need to recog-
nize the existing policies and
guidelines of Arta on the im-

O e

plementation of the [regulato-
ry impact assessment] consis-
tent with the mandate of Arta
by virtue of [Republic Act No.]
11032 and other existing laws,”
the circular read. ;
Under the law, all govern-
ment agencies are required to
assess the impact of proposed
regulations on affected sectors
of the economy. The concerned
agency may implement a pilot
implementation of the pro-
posed policy to determine its
regulatory impact, as needed.
All draft policies or guide-
lines of the DA will be subject to
policy review under the Regula-
tory Clearinghouse System, with
the Policy Research Service car-
rying out the initial review.

“Upon completion of the

initial policy review, the Policy

LIBRARY
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Research Service shall endorse
the proposed regulations to the
assistant’ secretary for policy
research and development for
review on the consistency with
other policies and to the Assis-
tant Secretary for Regulations
for review on the consistency
with other regulations,” the DA
said in its order.

After completing the as-
sessment, all proposed issu-
ances will be endorsed to the
undersecretary for policy, plan-
ning and regulations and subse-
quently to the agriculture sec-
retary or head of the regulatory
agency, subject to legal review.

Based on the Arta circu-
lar, the impact assessment ex-
cludes laws passed or proposed
legislation by Congress; pro-
grams, projects and activities

S

DAREVIEWING NEW POLICES T0 AVOID CLASHING WITH ARTA

1|3

of the government; taxation
or other measures purely for
revenue-raising purposes; bud-
get-related issuances related to
national or operating budget;
and exceptional circumstances
such as emergencies, natural
disasters and threats to nation-
al security, among others.

The proponent agency,
however, is requested to in-
form the Arta in writing prior
to the issuance of the exempt
regulation.

The assistant secretary for
regulations will serve as the sec-
retariat and receive draft rules
from proponent agencies while
the undersecretary for policy,
planning and regulations will
exercise oversight functions in
the formulation, amendment or
revision of regulations. ma
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isheries output down 1.8% last year

----- P »

E country’s fisheries production volume
reached 4.26 million metric tons (MT)
in 2023, reflecting a 1.8 percent annual

decline, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)

said.

The latest result was lower than
the 4.34 million MT posted a year
earlier. Decreases in production
were noted for the commercial,
marine municipal fisheries, and
inland municipal fisheries sub-
sectors.

Only the aquaculture subsector
reported an annual increase in
production, the PSA said.

During the current year, the
commercial fisheries sector yielded
atotal of 820,300 MT, a 4.9 per-
cent decrease compared to the
prior year’s output of 862,690 MT.

This sub-sector represented 19.3
percent of the overall fisheries
production in 2023,

Marine municipality fisheries,
meanwhile, posted an 881,250 MT

" total output.

s

“This was 7. 3 percent lower than
the 2022 level of 950,910 MT, " said
PSA. The subsector’s share of the
total fisheries production last year
was 20.7 percent.

On the other hand, the inland
municipal fisheries produced
174,580 MT, marking a slight de-
crease of 0.4 percent compared to
the prior year’s output of 175,350
MT. This sector accounted for 4.1
percent of the overall fisheries
production for the year.

Aquaculture production, mean-
while, increased by 1.5 percent to
2.38 million MT compared to the
previous year's 2.35 million MT.

" Aquaculture contributed the

* largest portion, or 56.0 percent,
to the overall fisheries production
this year.

Among the 20 monitored spe-
cies, PSA said that 14 recorded
an annual drop in production.
These were primarily noted in
fimbriated sardines (tunsoy)
with a 33.5 percent drop; bigeye
tuna (tambakol/bariles) that
fell by 25.1 percent; threadfin
bream (bisugo) by 21.2 percent;
tiger prawn (sugpo) by 19.4
percent; skipjack (gulyasan)
by 18.8 percent; frigate tuna
(tulingan) by 13.3 percent; and

- milkfish (bangus) with 8.9
percent drop.

On the other hand, increas-

1

es in production were mam]y
reported in Indian mackerel
(alumahan) with a 17.6 percent
rise in production; round scad
(galunggong) up by 11.2 percent;
big-eyed scad (matangbaka)
by 6.8 percent; yellowfin tuna
(tambakol/bariles) by 6.6 per-
cent; seaweed by 5.3 percent; and
tilapia by 1.3 percent.

Last week, the Bureau of Fisher-
ies and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
said it aimed to increase local
fisheries production and achieve
100 percent food-fish sufficiency
by 2028.

BFAR, through its Strategic Plan,
aims to distribute interventions
such as new fiberglass reinforced

plastic (FRP) boats, fishing gears,
and paraphernalia; establishment
of mariculture parks; reassess-
ment and maintenance of existing
mariculture parks; and develop-
ment and recommendation of
supplemental guidelines for the
operation and management of
legislated hatcheries.

In 2022, BFAR said the Philip-
pines’ food-fish sufficiency level
was 92.5 percent.

The bureau also aims to .
strengthen its partnership with
the private sector and establish a .
direct linkage between fisherfolk
borrowers and financing institu-
tions to boost the local fisheries
industry.
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NIA to adjust cropping calendar

THE National Irrigation Ad-
-ministration (NIA) eyes the
adjustment of its cropping
calendar to October instead
of March to ensure sufficient
farm yield and minimize rice
importation.

In a statement yesterday,
NIA said it is looking into
the implementation of two
cropping periods during dry
season with the first one set
from October to January and
the other one from February
to May.

The agency said the ad-

justments would help reduce
potential crop damage brought
about by typhoons during the
wet season.

Citing data from the Bureau
of Plant Industry, NIA said
rice importation stood at 3.22
million metric tons (MT) in
2023. This volume is equiva-
lent to around 5 million MT
of palay.

Eduardo Guillen, NIA ad-
ministrator, said the agency
fast-tracks the implementation

" Gen NIAS Page A2

NIA

of the existing and new irrigation
projects and the utilization of high-
yielding hybrid varieties of palay.

Guillen added convergence of Public Works and Highways as
efforts with the Department of  well as other national government
Agriculture and the Department

private sector in irrigation develop-
ment are also being pursued.-Jed
agencies, local government and  Macapagal
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Local dairy output in 2023 declines by 4. 7%—PSA data

HE country’s milk produc-
tion declined last year de-
spite government efforts

to beef up the Philippines’s dairy
herd, according to the latest data

from the Philippine Statistics Au-

thority (PSA).

Figures from the PSA showed
that dairy output last year fell to
4.7 percent to 28,858 metric tons
(MT), from 30,281 MT recorded
in 2022,

The performance of the dau‘y
sector last year was affected by
the drop in the output of Region
4-A (Calabarzon) and Region 3
(Central Luzon), the country’s top
milk producers.

_PSA data indicated that the
rmlk production of .tep producer
Calabarzonslidto7,792:47 MTlast
year, from 9,873:15 MT recorded
in 2022, Central Luzon, the second
largest producer, saw 2023 dairy
output fall to 5,415.83 MT, from
the previous year’s 7,872.10 MT.

An industry update from the
National Dairy Authority (NDA)
indicated that local milk produc-
tion:as well as imports and ex-
portsdroppedin thethird quarter
of 2023.

DAIRY cows graze on a farm
near Oxford, New Zealand on
October 8, 2018. AP/MARK BAKER

1uu “Nevertheless, there has beén
anincreasein the number of dairy
inventory, aswellasin the partici-

* pation of dairy industry players,”

the NDA said in a statement.

Philippine milk production as
of the third quarter of 2023 fell by
11percentyear-on-year, according
to NDA. Despite this, the share of
local milk in total supply reached
23 percent.

“Consequently, local milk pro-
duction contributed to approxi-

mately one glass out of every five
glasses of liquid milk supply.”

Data from the NDA also indi-
cated that imports of milk and
milk products went down by 18
percent to 2,175.05 MTliquid milk
equivalent (LME), from 2,636.93
MT-LME. The import paymentbill
fellby 16 percent to $1.063 billion
in September from the previous
year’s $1.259 billion.

In a report published last year,
the Foreign Agricultural Service

(FAS) of the United States De-
partment of Agriculturein Manila
said Philippine milk output will
rebound in 2024.

FAS said production will rise to
29,000 MT, boosted by anincrease
inthedairyherdand theactiveim-
plementation of the gover'nme.nt s
dairy development projects.

“Despite production improve-
ments, the Philippines supplies
only one percent of its total an-
nual dairy requirement, with l:he
rest imported,” the report read.

Itnoted thatproduction growt‘h'

has been slow in recent years be-
cause of the inability to increase
the dairy herd, mostly due to in-
sufficient funding and little in-

vestment from the private sector.

FASsaid the topmilk-producing

areas are on the island of Luzon,

including Laguna, Bulacan, and
Batangas. Davao and Bukidnon in
southern Mindanao arealsomajor
producers.

~-In 2023, FSA said the PSA had
estimated the country’sbeginning
inventory of dairy cattle (female
dairyanimalsonly)at9,730 heads,
while there are 7,240 buffalo, and
14,908 goats.
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NIA considering Crop calendar adjustment

=7

S mtratmn :

that it may adj d

~ for providing watar to reduce |
i potentxa.l crop ioﬁsea, eapecinlly :
- forrice. :

“With the goal of ensurmgsuf—
ﬁc:ent farm yield and minimizing

 rice imports, NIA is consxdenng
adjusting the cropping calendar,”
it said in a statement posted on
 Facebook. -

The Ph:hppmes m;gorted 3.58
million metnc MT
in 2023, according to th& Bur
of Plant Industry. :

The NIA sh&d it wa brk

au

around a schecfule of tf crop- :
1 ~_prevailing El Nifio. RS |

ping penocls durmg,the d

 of rice

would tmmmxze thenn pa ﬁ'
phoon, damage tostanding Crops.
NIAAdemstrator Eduardo
Guillen has also accelerafred t%,
tlmetables of irrigation projects.
- The use of high-yielding hyg..

brid seed could potentially ins
* crease yields i in NIA—u-ngate?

sites to 8 rm]hon MT of palay or
unmilled rice. ?
The Department of Agncul#

ture (DA) is targeting palay out-

put of 20 million MT this year, 3
roughly unchanged in light of the «

*

Mr. Guillen has said that 20%

of agricultural production may be
affected by El Nifio.

. The government weather ser- ;
~ vice, known as PAGASA (Phil-

ippine Atmospheric, Geophysi-
cal and Astrondrqical Services
Administration), said El Nifio is
projected to last until the second
quarter, bnngmg dry spells or
droughts to 63 provinces.

NIA said that it is seeking to -

partner with the DA, the De-
partment of Public Works and

Highways, and other national

and local government agencies
as well as the private sector in ir-

rigation development. — Adrian’

H. Halili
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- , ayon sa National Weather Service climate Pradic-

' tion Cenﬁer, isang Weather I-'orecaster sa US.

Bagamanmasmaikhngpanahundaw
| ngayonangmg-mngngihahalmtuladsa

pmsalamto}alonasnpagkamrangmga

.panamm at kawalan ng-dnplay ng tubxg sa_ kaka@myot

cu]tune umabutnauhalosPu;lmllyonang

nnmngAgn—pmdnctsblmsodngmmdmg:

tagtuyo sa ‘Pilipinas pa lang kung saan kaku-
Jangan ng suplay ng tubig ng mga magsasaka
ang dahilan kaya kaliwat kanang irrigation

facilities ngayon ang ipinapagawa ng gobyerno

g:angmm'b&nangepekhmto

" Hindi lamang tayong mga Pinoy ang

nakammnasuggrabengwqangEINnﬁo

subﬂltmalaklnaang_

Alam n'yo bang bmawasan n,g Indi‘a, ang
xtmutunngnapmakamalakmgexporterng
blgassabuongmzmdo,angpagbebentamto
sa labas ng bansa nila dahil sa kakulang ng

produksyon dulot ng matinding tngtuyut at
na ulan?

Ibig sabihin, damang-dama

' ':"ng sanlibutan ang epekto. ngmfmﬁom

ayon sa mga siyentipiko ay dulot ng Climate

~ Change o pagbabago ng panahon ang ma-

dalasnanakaiaranasngknslsaykauﬂad'

ngbansanatmnasadyangmaiagalmaka— |

babangon ang ekonomiya.
At hindi lang ‘yan. Pinaniniwalaang papasok
mmanangiaﬁﬁmmlalakasmpadmlmng

ulanna magvgmgsmhmgmalamkangpaﬁnln, :
sanhi naman

sa darating na Hunyo na magiging s
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-hanngliayanpanmgtmanangmmngkasn—

mngmgakalamﬂadnam

kahandaan at mabilis na pag-
rwponde kayang gawin ng pamahalaan
ngayon upangmaibsan ang pagkawasak ng
mga ari-arian dulot ng malalakas na kala-
midad na sukdulang dahilan nang pagka-

'bangkarotengpobrengmamamayan

< Anomaﬁgpunaoreaks?oniﬁ_eksa

09999388537/email

‘normanlaurioi7@
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NIA, kilos na,
EI Nino ratsadana

pa ang sinasabing pagtnma ng EI Nifio sa

weather experts pero mukhang mali

pqﬁnqmsqnghnngnnnpahnnngaymuhnmn

nannghunghsngwnmﬂurphanonnnou Mhnnnlnang
o e rogn naketarien na pey
pakinabangan ang mga nupdhy

nnanglupadhhﬂsa\lung?in

Ayon sa Department riculture (DA), umabot

na sa P151.3 mﬂyon ang plnaaln 'sa agrikultura sa
Westem at Zamboanga Pen nu:gm

: Apekhdo
mkﬁmmnga,szannguaakaaa nasabing
lugu'mndlnnl:‘;anmmga ano
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First of 2 séries

THEY. are the dried edible seeds of legumes both cultivated

for food and feed. They are pulses, and if you didn’t know

already, they have the potential to transform our agri-food
systems. , ' B

Colorful and flavorful, small yet powerful, pulses include

the well-known beans, lentils, chickpeas and peas but there are

" also the lesser-known kinds like tarwi beans and adzuki beans.

S

_ulses prvid and mobilize nutrients such as i;crqgen,
phosphorous and micronutrients for soils, helping to contribute
o larger crop yields. FAO photo ;

Pulses not only boost our food security and nutrition, but
they also nourish our soils and benefit the environment.

On World Pulses Day, on Feb. 10, the Food and
Agriculture of the United Nations (FAO) is highlighting

the potential that these small and powerful seeds have to

improve everything from soil health to healthy diets.

Here are four ways in which pulses nourish soils and soils
nourish us: :

1. Pulses make essential nutrients available to soils.

It is widely known that healthy soils contribute to growing
healthy and nutritious foods. But did you know that pulses
also improve soil health by providing and mobilizing
nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorous and micronutrients?

Pulses get over 60 percent of their nitrogen from the
air. This nitrogen is then fed into the soil and allows these
legumes to share this nitrogen with nearby crops, essentially
reducing the need for chemical fertilizers. This unique
ability is called biological nitrogen fixation—where they
convert atmospheric nitrogen gas into ammonia (a plant-
useable form of nitrogen).

Phosphorous is another much needed but often lacking
nutrient in soils, crucial for converting the sun’s energy
and helping plants grow. However, phosphorous is often
only present in small amounts and even then, may be in
chemically unavailable forms. As a result, famers add

_mineral fertilizers to offset this loss.(To becontinued)

FAO News
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Negros Occ. to aid
drought-hit farmers

Provi_m:ial gov’t eyes P2,500 cash assistance to each rice planter;
reports show P12M worth of crops already lost to impact of El Nifo

By Carla Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—The Negros
Occidental provincial govern-
ment is preparing to give fi-
nancial assistance to farmers
who will be affected by the long
dry spell caused by the El Nifio
phenomenon that may last un-
til May. Gov. Eugenio Jose Lac-
son said he directed provincial
agriculturist Dina Genzola to
come up with the list of affect-
ed farmers who would get cash
aid from the province.

“They are now doing the
survey and hopefully we will
have an idea how many are
they. We are contemplating
on giving them financial assis-
tance that they can use for their,
next crop,” he said.

Negros Occidental, including
Bacolod City, may experience  a

Eugenio Jose Lacson
—RICHARD MALIHAN

drought starting the end of Febru-
ary up to May, said the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical Services Administra-
tion (Pagasa) in the Visayas.

The provincial government,
he said, may be able to give only
up to P2,500 per affected farmer.

“I don’t think (the amount) is
really enough but I hope some-
how that can mitigate their fi-

-nancial needs,” Lacson said.

Most of the farmers affect-
ed are those who depend on
rain for their crops.

“In fact, they were not in-
sured last year because they
were already told not to plant
this crop year because of the
expected El Nifo,” he said.

Costly drought

The dry spell has so far
damaged P12,811,097 in rice
crops and affected 374 farmers
in seven local governments in
Negros Occidental, namely, the
towns of Isabela, Binalbagan,
Moises Padilla, Cauayan and
Hinoba-an and Sipalay City-

Lacson said the provincial
government is also considering

cloud seeding to induce rains.

over affected agricultural lands.

According  to  Pagasa,
drought happens during three
consecutive months of way be-
low normal rainfall condition
or 60 percent reduction from .
average rainfall.

_ A drought could adversely .
affect different climate-sensi-
tive sectors, including water
resources, agriculture, energy,
health and public safety.

The bulk of the rice pro-,
duced by Negros Occidental is
on irrigated land. ;

“For as long as our irrigated

land can produce the same vol-

ume of rice, even if there will be
a drop in the overall rice produc-
tion, I'd like to think that we will
be okay because there's always
importation also,” Lacson said.

“The national government
can always turn to importation
of rice,” he added. Nna )

Page of



V2 o2y

Page: 1 all®)

o

»
LY
./

Wee,
W

=

S

i

INLUZON, DRY SPELL BRINGS
HARDSHIP T0 COGO FARMERS

By Delfin T. Mallari Jr.
@dtmallarijrINQ

LUCENA CITY—A nation-
al peasant group on Sunday
appealed to the government
to help the country’s coconut
farmers who are expected to
suffer more amid the El Nifo
dry spell.

“Coconut farmers expect
reduced yield because of the
expected prolonged heat from
El Nifio. This will further weak-
en their already low income
due to the low price of copra,”

. Danny Carranza, secretary gen-
eral of Kilusan Para sa Tunay
na Repormang Agraryo at Kata-
rungang Panlipunan (Katarun-
gan) said in a statement.

Carranza asked the gov-
ernment to take the present
situation of coconut farmers
seriously and make the neces-
sary intervention for farmers
to bear the impact of El Nino.

“The low income due to the
low price of copra has been there
for years and this has caused un-
told misery for ordinary coconut
farmers. This situation will not
change due to global market con-
ditions,” he stressed. _

El Nifio is a cyclical yet
natural weather phenomenon
occurring every two to seven
years and characterized by the
warming of the ocean’s sur-
face waters, thereby affecting
wind patterns.

The  Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical Services Admin-
istration predicted that the
strong El Nifio may last until
the end of February. However,
the rag.llar El Nifio phenome-
non will persist until May.

During El Nifio in the Phil-

ippines, reduced rainfall and

fewer cyclones adversely af- .

fected the agriculture sector,
causing significant declines in
crop production.

In the past, the dry spell
particularly stressed coco-
nut trees, diminishing their
fruit-bearing capacity.

To assist farmers, Carran-

za reiterated their appeal to

‘the government to fast-track

the implementation of pro-
grams and services under the
Coconut Farmers and Indus-
try Trust Fund Act or Repub-
lic Act No. 11524.

“There are more than
enough funds in the coconut

levy that can be used to pro-

mote the welfare of coconut
farmers, especially in this time
of El Nifio,” he emphasized.

In an earlier interview, Car-
ranza lamented that more than
two years after the passage of
RA 11524, small coconut farm-
ers have yet to feel the benefits
from the multibillion-peso co-

_conut levy fund. RA 11524, which

was meant to pave the way for
efficient use of the more than
P10o0 billion coco levy fund and
reform the coconut sector, was
signed by former President Ro-
drigo Duterte on Feb. 26, 2021.
On June 2, 2022, Duterte is-
sued Executive Order No. 172,
or the Coconut Farmers and In-
dustry Development Plan, and
tasked the Philippine Coconut
Authority to manage and utilize

the fund through various pro--

grams and projects.

“The coconut farmers con-
tinue to wait for the benefit
from the recovered coconut
levy fund. The fund is hoped
and seen as a life game chang-
er for them,” Carranza said. mo

9 LIBRARY
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COPRA MAKING A coconut farmer works in his copra making
shack in Unisan, Quezon, in this 2016 photo. —DELFIN T. MALLARI JR.

Page of



BllS]IleSSMll'l'Ol'

Date; T =&

A broader look at todays business

\2, 70U  page: 49

74
a3

4
(&2

» e
e
v

)_{."J

S

LIBRARY

fﬂn’i\ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

‘House will continue to fight rice smugghng, hoardlng

g 0 R
By Jovee MARIE N. DELA Cruz

*‘ f XQ}dwzmqrtc

'I. VHE leadership of the

House of Representatives
on Sunday reiterated its
commitment to combatmg rice
hoarders and smugglers as farm-
ers achieved a historic milestone
of producmg 20.06 million metric
tons (MMT) of rice in 2023.

- Speaker Ferdmar;d Martin G.
Romualdez, in a statement, ex-
pressed his deep admiration for
Filipino farmers, saying their ac-
complishments are seen as a sig-
nificant contributiontoaddressing
the country’s rice shortage.
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Romualdez reiterated that

~ the House is ﬁrmly committed
to ensuring a consistent, stable,

and affordable supply of essential
commodmes for Filipinos.”

“We will exercise the chamber's
mandate to safeguard theinterests
of farmers and the public to the
fullest extent possible,” he said.

Earlier, the Palace lauded the
Filipino farmers for their hard
work and perseverance after the
Philippines registered a record-
high production volume of 20.06

MMT, of palay in 2023, which is

1.5 percent higher than the 19.76
MMT produced in 2022.
Romualdez said this excep-

tional rice production signifi-

‘cantly contributed to raising the
combined value of the agnculture,

and fisheries sectors to P1.763
trillion in 2023, exceeding the
P1.757 trillion recorded in 2022.

“This exceptional achievement
byourhardworking farmersis truly
deserving of praise. They are unde-

niably the cornerstoneandsolution .
_ toournation’sricescarcity,”hesaid.

~ “Thishistoricrice harvest sig-
nifies a glimmer of hope for re-
solving the rice shortage predica-

. ment we faced in the past year.”

Earlier, President Marcos as-
sured Filipino farmers of the
government’s support to ensure

the development of Philippine

 agriculture amid the chal?engeg

brought about by both man-made
and natural disasters, mcludmg
the El Nifio phenomenon.
Marcos underscored that some
parts of the Philippines are now
experiencing the effects of the El
Nifio phenomenon, which is ex-
pected to last until June this year

amid all the developments in the

agnculture sector.
‘He said his administration has
already laid out several programs

- to mitigate the effects of the El

Nifio phenomenon and to support
the affected farmers to ensure that

_their haryest will not be affected.
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Nonmonetary measures needed to address
rice inflation as prices may continue to climb

THE AGGRESSIVE rate hikes of
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) over the past two years have

helped stabilize inflation, but non-

monetary measures are still needed,
espemaliyasnoepnc&sremamhlgh.
Rxce prlces contmue to bels a
_“serious concern” as this could

cause headline inflation to breach

the 2-49 target anewinthe second

quarter, Monetary Board member

V. Bruce J, Tolentino said.

“The Philippines producedare-

cord level of rice in the past season.
But work on pushing productiv-
ity must continue, because there
is significant unmet demand for
rice, and many are hungry,” he told
BusinessWorldin atext message.

Rice production and agricul-

tural productivity must grow

faster and surpass the éxpansxdn
in the population ane per capita

2 consi.lmptlon, he sa:a,

ctivity is a

......

 medium- to long—term effort that
requires conmstent and faithful
effort,” Mr. Tolentino said, add-

ing that the government should
invest in scientific resenrch and
clevelopment for the long term.
Latest data from the Philip-
pine Statistics Authority showed
headline inflation eased to 2.8%

_in January from 3.9% in Decem-
ber and 8.7% in the same month‘

in 2023. ‘
This was the slowest infla-
tion point since the 2.3% seen

- in October 2020 and was below

the 3.1% median estimate in a
BusinessWorld poll.

January B i n e the  (bps) from May 2022 to October

second straight month that the
_consumer price index (CPI) was
within the BSP’s 2-4% annua}'-
& goal followlqﬁ 20 consé
: months of abovaihtargetuiﬂ on.

ngb
‘The central bank sees headline

inflation averaging 3.7% this year,

slower than the 6% print in 2023,
and easmgfurtherto 3.2%1i in 2025.

- Meanwhile, the central ‘bank’s
risk-adjusted forecasts show that
inflation could settle at 4.2% this
year, above the 2-4% target, and

" could slow to 3.4% in 2025.

The BSP has kept its policy
rate unchanged at a 16-year high

. of 6.5% for two straight meetings

since November. This was after it
hiked benchmark borrowing costs

|,..
18 -

Rice,
fromSi/1

Rice was also the biggest con-

tributor to January inflation, °

adding 1.3 percentage points to
the 2.8% headline print. The com-
modity has the biggest weight in
the overall CPI basket at 8.87%.
National Statistician Claire
Dennis S. Mapa earlier said the high-

~ er rice inflation was due to an in-

crease in prices in the global market
and a low base, noting that annual
rice inflation may hover at around
209% or even higher until July.

“A key factor in the continuing
increases in rice prices is tight
domestic stocks, which were not
fully replenished because import
permits were drastically con-
strained in 2022 up to mid-2023,”
Mr. Tolentino said.

China Banking Corp. Chief
Economist Domini S. Velasquez also
noted that a large part of January
inflation was driven by favorable
base effects from last year’s peak.

“Persistent double-digit rice
inflation has pushed up our infla-
tion forecast for the year from
3.5% to 3.8%. Rice prices remain
on an uptrend and will likely
continue to drive inflation in the
coming months,” she said.

by a cumulative 450 basis points

“Looking ahead, El Nino,
which is expected to persist until
the second quarter of 2024, could
drive up prices. Inward-looking
policies of rice exporter nations
have also exacerbated global rice
prices,” Ms. Velasquez added.

She noted that the government’s
rice supply deal with Vietnam could
help ensure stable supply of rice.
Under a memorandum of under-
standing signed during President
Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.'s two-day
state visit to Vietnam in January,
Hanoi committed to supply 1.5
million to 2 million metric tons of
white rice to the Philippines “at a
competitive and affordable price”
for five years.

Union Bank of the Philippines,
Inc. Chief Economist Ruben Carlo
0. Asuncion said average inflation
may hit 4.1% this year amid high food
prices, before easing to 3.8% in 2025.

“As fading base effects meet
the impact of the drought in the
second quarter, headline infla-
tion is expected to peak in the
range of 5% year on year in June-
July before tapering off to alow of
3.5% in September,” he said in an
e-mail. — Keisha B. Ta-asan
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2023 to help bring down the CPLE.
A € amhappythat the monetary

"bollcy decisions made over the

last year have helped to manage
and bring down mﬂat:on, Mr
Tolentino said.

“(But) rice prices continue to
be high due to the dynamics of
reduced global supplies due to
India’s ban on rice exports, plus
the emerging impact of fertilizer
supply constraints arising from

" the war in Ukraine,” he added.

In January, rice inflation
quickened to 22.6% in January
from 19.6% in December. This
is the highest rice inflation in

. nearly 15 years or since 22.9% in

March 2009. :
3 Rice, S1/3
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Agriculture created 500K jobs in Dec.

THEagliaﬂturesecmr%:nexat-
edmore than500,000jobsasthe
countryrecordedincreasedlabor
participation based on Decem-
beremploymentrate data.
In a news forum in Quezon
City on Saturday& Socioeco-
- nomic planning Undersecretary
Rosemarie Edillon said labor
force participation went up in

the country as shown in the
December 2023 data.

“Iyong pinakamalaking job
creationay saindustry—almost
900,000 po iyong sa industry;
followed by agriculture mga
lampas 500,000 iyon; and then
iyong sa services mga 100,000,
said Edillon of the National Eco-
nomic and Development Au-

thority (NEDA).

“So, this is exactly the kind
of profile na we want na mas
marami talaga iyong mang-
gagalingsaindustry,” she point-
ed out.

According to the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) De-
cember 2023 Labor Force Sur-
vey, theagricultureand industry

sectors accounted for 24.4 per-
cent and 18.3 percent of the em-
ployed persons, respectively.

Agricultureand forestry are
at the top five sub-sectors in
terms of annual increase in the
number of employed persons
in December 2023, accounting
715,000 employment.

PCO
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Gov'tmulls ta'rge"céd subsidy '

to agri sector —-NEDA exec

AN official of the National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA)
on Saturday said the government is
looking into providing targeted sub-
sidy to the agricultural sector.
Undersecretary Rosemarie Edillon
said that for now, NEDA is planning
financial assistance to farmers as it

cannot provide subsidy across the

board yet.
."Itongapoiyonginaanonaminna

mayroon tayong targeted

dinna subsidy — puweden, ted

subsidy sa mdga farmers. Kaya ang
naging s y natin is in terms of
iyong sa production nila, lifron‘g fuel
subsidy kasi doon talaga sila tinama-
an dito eh, sa fuel, sa fertilizer. Tapos

_iyonding assistance parasa mechani-
zation (We really need a subsidy tar-
§etedatfarmers.Thissubsidyism&nt

or

their production, like fuel subsidy -

because that is where they need it
most, for fuel and fertilizer),” she said
at the Saturday News Forum in Que-
zon City. .

Aside from farmers, she said the

sidy will only be

government is considering ting
consumetsintl'\elowerincontﬁgsses
through food stan‘bps from De-
partmentofSocial Welfarean Devel-

~ opment.

"Peroiyonnga, dapattargeted kasi
hindinaman natin kakayaninna, you
know, subs:dlziednakumbaaga across
the board, ganito lang kababa dapat
iyong presyo (But providingfood sub-
i because we
cannotgivesubsidyacrosstheboard),”
Edillon said.

She also noted the decrease in un-

; mplomt,wmwmdomms.l
t in December

2023 compared
to 4.3 percent in the same month in
2022. ; 3

“And another good result is that
the biggest job creatiorr was in the
industry sector —almost 900,002;0135
in the industry sector, followed by
agriculture at 500,000, and then ser-

“vices at 100,000. So, this is exactly the

kind g;]froﬁle that we want, that
many wi be coming from theindustry
sector,” she said. PNA
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Soybeans, corn weaken

CHICAGO-US corn and soybean
futures hovered near three-year
lows on Friday as South American
crop weather improved and fore-
casts called for plentiful supplies,
but losses were limited by short
covering ahead of the weekend.
Both markets posted weekly de-
clines, with soybeans notching an
eighth straight drop and corn down
for the eighth time in nine weeks.
Wheat futures were higher on
bargain buying and short covering,
and as the US dollar softened. But
the market was lower in the week
for the fifth time in six weeks.
Corn and soybean markets re-
mained focused on supply and
demand estimates released by the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
and Brazil’s Conab a day earlier.
Both reduced projections of Bra-
zilian soybean and corn output in the
light of recent drought. Consultancy
Safras& Mercado also cut its Brazil-

ian soy crop estimate on Friday.

The USDA trimmed its global
corn stocks outlook in Thursday’s
monthly report, but raised its
wotld soybean stocks view to an
all-time high and cut its US soy-
bean export forecast.

“The (USDA) report yesterday
didn’t feed the bear in corn, whereas
the US and world stocks for soy-
beans went above the high trade es-
timates,” said Mike Zuzolo, president
of Global Commodity Analytics.

Rain forecast in Brazil and Ar-
gentina, which has endured a heat
wave in the past week, has also
tempered worries about stress to
corn and soy crops.

Chicago Board of Trade
(CBOT) March soybeans were
down 10 cents at $11.83-1/2 per
bushel, just above this week’s low
of $11.79-1/4, the weakest for a
most-active contract since Decem-
ber 2020. - Reuters
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Traders plle in to cocoa options with futures soaring to records

this week as futures surged to record

~ highs on concern global supplies will

be tight after drought and disease ravaged
crops in top West African producers.

Implied volatility—a key measure
of options costs—doubled since mid-
‘January, with an especially high premium
being paid for calls protecting against
higher prices over the next couple of
months. Soaring raw-material costs al-
ready are weighing on chocolate makers
and may force Hershey Co. to raise prices,
the company’s CEO said Thursday.

Poor weather conditions have been a
dragonoutputfrom Ivory Coastand Ghana,
the world’s largest producers. Even if condi-
tions improve inthe next season, supply is
unlikely to make a quick recovery: new trees
take years to bear beans and West African
farmers still need higherincomes to invest

T RADERS piled in to buy cocoa options

in their fields.

Some large speculators may have
missed out on the last leg of the rally.
Money managers cut net-long positions
in futures and options to the lowest level
in 17 weeks in the seven days ending
Tuesday, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission data showed. Futures rose
9.6 percent since then.

Cocoa prices are climbing fast, and
chocolate makers like Hershey Co. may
continue raising prices to keep up.

Prices for the all-important ingredi-
ent are reaching “historic” levels, Chief
Executive Officer Michele Buck said in the
company’s earnings statement last Thurs-
day. While the company says its marketing
plans, innovation and productivity efforts
will help soften the blow, the higher costs
are“expected to limit earnings growth this
year," she said.

New York cocoa futures hit a record
Thursday morning, after a year that saw
prices double as West African growers got
hit with extreme weather.

The Reese’s maker said its fourth-quar-
ter confectionery sales in North America
increased 2.1 percent, with prices up but
volumes down. It expects net sales to grow
2 percentto 3 percentin 2024, mostly driven
by higher prices the company has already
planned. And prices could go up still more.

Commodities are seeing low-double-
digit percentage inflation, Chief Financial
Officer Steve Voskuil said on the call with
analysts, with cocoa and sugar as the most
inflationary. Noncommodity inflation, he
said, is much lower, at mid-single digits,
putting the average inflation rate for the
company at high single digits.

“We can't talk about future pricing,”
Buck said; but added, “given where cocoa

prices are, we will be using every tool in
our toolbo, including pricing, as a way to
manage the business.” If prices do go up,
the company will see that benefit in the
second halfof 2024 and into 2025, she said.
Hershey shares rose as much as 5.5
percent in New York trading, the most
since July 2020.The stockisup 4.2 percent
this year through Wednesday, outpac-
ing the 2.7 percent gain of the S&P 500
consumer-staples index.

Corn ethanol
A CORN ethanol boom that reshaped Brazil's
biofuelindustryisnearingan end, according
to Sao Martinho SA, one of the country’s
largest producers of the fuel.

Weakness in prices is making it harder
for companies to keep investing in new
ethanol plants, Sdo Martinho ChiefFinancial
Officer Felipe Vicchiato told investors Friday.

HERSHEY Kisses candy
at Hershey's Chocolate -
World. BLOOMBERG NEWS

The cnrnpany makes ethanol from sugar

cane and recently started up a new corn
plant, but the executive said plans for ex-
panding into corn are no longer economical.

“The bill just doesn’t add up,” Vicchiato
said. He added that corn ethanol production
will still grow by about 2.5 billion liters in

the coming years as some of the recently

announced investments start to ramp up.

The pessimistic outlookisa big shift for

Brazil, a country that saw an explosion of

corn ethanol plants recently take over an
industry that was traditionally dominated
bysugarcane. Thathas hurt financial results
of cane mills, which then shifted to produce
increasingly more sugar.

 Profitability of corn ethanol mills is
also being hurt by lower prices of DDGS, a
byproduct of corn ethanol used in animal
feed. Recent declines in soymeal costs
helped push down the price of such prod-
ucts, Vicchiato added. Bloomberg News
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Polish farmers’ protests crank up
pressure on EU agriculture head

WARSAW — Polish politicians
called on the European Union
(EU) Cummissioner__fq;
ture to quit as farmers
roads across his home
“j& banr Cross-
, kicking off a
-longgene,ralatriketopro-
tesl?agamst EU policies.

_ Farmers in France, Belgium,
Portugal, Greece, Spain and Ger-
many have also been protesting

_against constraints placed on
them by EU measures to tackle
climate change, as well as rising
costs and what they say is unfair
competition front abroad.

Polish farmers are angry about
the impact of cheap food imports
from neighboring Ukraine and
what they say is the “passivity” of
their government. ;

EU Agriculture Commissioner
Janusz Wojciechowski came
under fire from all sides. “There
is a man in Europe who united
all European and Polish farmers
against the reform he proposed.
This is Janusz Wojciechowski. Re-
sign!” said Deputy Prime Minister
Wiadystaw Kosiniak-Kamysz.

Mr. Wojciechowski was also

criticized bythe leader of the for-  a.

mer w and Justice (P.i’S) ¢
that pro "b*ﬁhwﬁuﬁb
s;éomﬂarosim acz

he would call tk’éommss:dner ik

to ask him to quit.

Mr. Wojciechowski told pri-
vate broadcasterPolsat News that
he had not answered or looked
at his telephone, adding that he
would make a statement on his
future in a few days.

He defended his record, saying
that he was the only commission-

er to have opposed imports from

. Ukraine. About 100 farmers and

50 cars blocked the approach to
Medykaborder crossing, blocking
traffic for all vehicles, Ukrainian
border service spokesman Andriy
Demchenko said on television.
The Ukrainian border service
also said that traffic flow had been
disrupted at two other crossings.
Elsewhere in central Europe.
 place at the Zahony cros
* the border between Hu
Zhet

Inacommentto
‘Pravda outlet, Mr. Demchenko
said there was no disruption for
trucks during the day.

‘Polish media said there were

over 250 blockaﬂ’es across tlm,F
country Images showed convoys
of tracté‘ts clogging roads and
" banners: such as “Without us, you
will be hungry n‘h'kedandsober

ALEXANDRE LALLEMAND-UNSPLASH

“Today the whole of Europe
is on fire. The Green Deal has
arrived, which has destroyed
our thinking about agriculture,”
one of the protesters, Wieslaw
Gryn, told private broadcaster
TVN24 at the Hrubieszow bor-.
der crossing.

“We are not against pro- eco-
logical solutions, but theymustbe
agreed with farmers.”

Poland’s agriculture minister
said he understood the challenges

- farmers were facing but he hoped

the protests could be organized in
away to be “the leastburdensome
for citizens.”

‘“Farmers have legitimate
concerns, expectations and
demands to limit the excessive
inflow of goods from Ukraine, as
* well as from other non-European
magketﬁ’to the EU, especially to
Pola.nd pzeslaw Siekierski told

__ public rad;o, —. Rdlm
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to develop in H2 2024

THE La Nina weather pattern
characterized by unusually cold
temperatures in the Pacific Ocean

could emerge in the second half of

2024, following a strong El Nino
vear, a US government weather
forecaster said. i

The pattern typically brings

higher precipitation to Austra--

lia, Southeast Asia and India
and drier weather to grain and
oilseed producing regions of the
Americas. ' ,

“Even though forecasts made
through the spring season tend
to be less reliab}e, there is a his-
‘torical tendency for La Nifia to
follow strong El Nifio events,”
the National Weather Service’s
Climate Prediction Center
(CPC) said.

The current El Nifio weather
pattern, which caused hot and
dry weather in Asia and heavier
than usual rains in parts of the
Americas, is likely to give way to
the neutral conditions during
April-June 2024, the CPC said.

CPC said in its monthly fore-
cast there is a 55% chance that La

-

Nifia conditions develop between
June and August.

“La Nifa is likely to affect the -
production of wheat and corn in
the US, and soybean and corn in
Latin America including Brazil,”
Sabrin Chowdhury, head of com-
modities at BMI said. ;

Last year India, the world’s
biggest rice supplier, restricted
exports of the staple following a
poor monsoon, while wheat out-
put in No. 2 exporter Australia
took a hit. 7 {

Palm oil plantations and rice
farms in Southeast Asia received
less than normal rains. “The
development of La Nifia is ben-
eficial for the Indian monsoon.
Typically, the monsoon delivers
abundant rainfall during La Nifa
years,” said an official with India
Meteorological Department.

The June-September mon-
soon, which is vital for India’s
$3-trillion economy, brings
nearly 70% of the rain the coun-
try needs to water crops and re-
plenish reservoirs and aquifers.
— Reuters :
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