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PhilSA, DA forge pact on use of space
‘tech for improved crop productlo‘n

HE Philippine Space Agency

(PhilSA) and the Department

of Agriculture-Bureau of
Agricultural and Fisheries Engineering
(DA-BAFE) entered into an agreement
on February 21 to use satellite data
and space technology applications to
improve crop production and policy
-making, including during emergencies,
for food security.

PHILSA Director General Joel Joseph Marciano Jr. (front, right) and DA-BAFE Director Ariodear
‘Rico (front, left) sign a MOA to facilitate joint research and implementation in monitoring
farm-to-market roads and agricultural commodities using space technology. PHILSAPHOTO
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_ El Nifio damage now at P357.4M ‘

The El Nino phenomenon’s damage to the farm sector more than
doubled to P357.4 million from P151.3 million reported previously,
the Department of Agriculture (DA) said in its latest bulletin. The
dry spell has affected 7,668 farmers in the regions of Ilocos, Mima-
ropa (Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon and Palawan), Western
Visayas and Zamboanga Peninsula as of Friday afternoon. The
volume of production losses was pegged at 11,480 metric tons
(MT) for palay, 2,897 MT for corn and 225 MT for high-value crops
spanning 6,523 hectares of land. The DA said 5,011 hectares of area
dedicated to rice represents 0.52 percent of the total target area
planted while 11,480 MT of affected palay is about 0.12 percent

of the target dry cropping season output for 2024. In the case of
corn, the area affected by El Nifio stood at 1,263 hectares or 0.11
percent of the total target area planted. The estimated production
loss of 2,897 MT is a fraction or 0.06 percent of target production
for this year’s dry cropping season. —JORDEENE B. LAGARE
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CCCissues ElNiﬁ_o
defense measures

- With the effects of the
El Nifio now being felt
across the country, the
Climate Change Com-
mission (CCC) has of-
fered some tips to helﬁ
the public cope wit
water shortages, ris-
ing temperatures and
extreme weather condi-
tions. !
“Preparing for and
coping with El Nifio

ires community col-
laboration. The CCC
encourages individuals .
to form neighborhood
watch groups to monitor
and address El Nifio-re-
lated challenges togeth-
er,” CCC vice chairman
and executive director
Robert Borje said in a
statement. 4

“Collaborative efforts

" Turn to Page 2
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can help identify solutions for common
concerns and develop a stronger sense
of resilience within your community,”
he said.
With soaring temperatures, Filipi-
nos are advised to consider adding
insulation to their homes to minimize
or prevent heat from entering.

‘Placing plants strategically in the
“home can also reduce heat absorption,

ulation is crudial to keep

rovide shade and improve air qual-
ity,” it said.
. “Properins

your home cool without depending
on energy-consuming air condition-
ing. Check roofs, walls and windows
to ensure they are insulated,” CCC,
chaired by President Marcos, said.

* To avoid heat exhaustion or heat .

nty of water.

ke, the CCC urged people to drink

. He said Filipinos can prepare

omemade electrolyte solutions us-
ing salt, citrus fruits and other easily

accessible ingredients to re

plenis

essential minerals and electrolytes lost

from perspiration.
~ To prevent water prob

lems duf-ing’

the dry and hot months, the public.
is encouraged to collect.and store
rainwater by installing a rainwater
harvesting system.
- “This can provide water for non-
potable uses such as cleaning, flushing

B3

the toilet and watering the plants. Rain
barrels, gutters and filters can collect
and store rainwater effectively,” the
CCC said.

The public should also make sure to

seal the container of collected rainwater .

to prevent it from becoming a breeding
pre:ri for mosquitoes, itadded.
The CCC likewise recommended

water-saving techniques, including

reusing gray water from washing ma-

_chines and showers, using a bucket in-
~ stead of ahose when we
and ﬁxini plumbing leaks promptly.

Ho olds may also use alterna-
tive water sources in their areas, such
as community wells or springs, it said.

To prevent fires and wildfires,

the climate body the public to
avoid grilling or cooking outdoors on
‘windy days. AL

households to keep fire :
readily availébleiéq‘.;éi' SRR A Are

safety plan, including apprisi

Furthermore, the CCC 3156'“"8‘-"’ |

ily members of evacuation routes an
meeﬁnﬁ points.y. i #H7 S SECE EE
~ As El Nifio could also bring extreme

and sudden heavy downpor 2CCC
instructed the public to reinforce homes
by securing roofs, equipping windows
with protective shutters and i
sure that doors are sturdy.

ing vehicles -
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It also advised individuals and
households to create natural barriers
by planting trees around their prop-
erty that could also provide shade and
contribute to sustainability.

The country is expected to sizzle
in the coming weeks, with the state
weather bureau predicting tem-
geratpre’s to reach up to 36.5 degrees

elsius nationwide and as high as 40

‘degrees Celsius in Metro Manila and

northern Luzon due to El Nifio.

. Presidential Communications
Assistant Secretary Joey.Villarama,
spokesman for Task Force El Nifio,
earlier said most of the provinces
éxvriencing drought are in Luzon.
- Villarama also warned at least 10
more provinces could be affected by

Bl Nifio by the end of February.

Losses

_ The dry spell brought By El Nifio
has resulted in an estimated P357.4

‘million in damage and production

losses, according to the latest esti-
mates by the Department of Agri-
culture

" Inits latest Bl Nifio bulletin, DA said

7,688 farmers have been affected in

Tlocos Region, MIMAROPA, Western

Visayas and Zamboanga Peninsula.
Potential production losses due to
the impact of the dry spell on the af-
fected 6,523 hectares will reach 11,480
metric tons for palay, 2,897 MT for
corn and 225 MT for high value crops.

- MT or 0.06

The DA said the current affected rice
area of 5,011 hectares is 0.52 percent of
the total target area planted, while af-
fected corn area co&:emd 1,263 hectares
or 0.11 t of the total target area.

Pmm loss forrice was
at 11,480 MT or around 0.12
the target dry cropping season output
for the year. :

Corn production loss was at 2,897
rcent of target produc-
tion for the 2024 dry cropping season.

The DA said it 1s getting ready to

itof |

distribute vegetable seeds in Western |

Visayas and Ilocos Regions as well
as planting materials for high-value
crops in the Zamboanga Peninsula to
hek‘Fhfarmers recover, _

e DA is also collaborating
relevant agencies like the Philippine

Atmospheric Geophysical Astronomi-
cal Services Administration and the

Philippine Air Force for cloud-seeding
operations. T :
It is also promoting the use of

drought-resistant crops and pest-

control efforts and is continuousl
adopting alternate wetting—and}:
drying methods to reduce water
consumption in rice fields.

The DA also vowed to endorse af-
fected farmers to the Department of
Social Welfare and Development and
the Department of Labor and Employ-
ment to help then avail of other forms
of assistance,

— Helen Flores, Romina Cabrera
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AMPLE RICE SUPPLY — A worker helps out in unloading sacks of rice from a truck Bn Dagupan Street in Tondo, Manila, on saturday, Feb. 24, 2024.
Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) data showed that rice imports, as of Feb. 16, 2024, have reached almost 570,000 metric tons, 40 percent higher

than the combined volume imported in January and February of 2023. (Arnold Quizol)
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Bacolod lifts pork ban

but checkp

BY EUGENE Y. ADIONG

ACOLOD CITY: The provincial

government of Negros Occidental

plans to keep the checkpoints at the
borders of Bacolod as the city lifts its ban on
the entry of pigs and pork products.

“That will be the direction,”
Gov. Eugenio Jose Lacson said on
Saturday, February 24.

The pronouncement of the gov-
ernor comes on the heels of Joint
Executive Order (EO) 1, Series of
2024, issued by Bacolod Mayor Al-
fredo Abelardo Benitez, lifting the
ban on the entry of live pigs, pork
and pork by-products to the city.

Benitez said he signed the
executive order on Friday, Feb-
ruary 23, which consists with an
updated Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) circular and in order
to avert any threat of shortage of
basic food necessities.

This will allow the entry of pigs

and pork products to Bacolod,
even from red zones, Benitez said.

The mayor issued the Bacolod
EO after he and Negros Occi-
dental Gov. Eugenio Jose Lacson
signed Joint EO 1, Series of 2024
on Friday.

It sets aside their joint EO in
2023 establishing the guidelines
for the entry of pigs and pork
products from areas with reported
cases of African swine fever (ASF)
effective immediately.

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) had tagged Bacolod City as
an ASF red zone and Negros Occi-
dental as a dark green zone.

In view of the different classifi-

cations of Negros Occidental and.

Bacolod City, and upon the rec-
ommendation of the DA, thereisa
need to set aside Joint EO 1, Series
of 2023, in order for the two local
government units to issue their
respective guidelines on the entry
of live pigs, pork, pork products
and other pork-related food items
from areas with reported cases of
ASE the new joint EO states.

Reached for his reaction, Lac-
son said, “It is what Mayor Albee
deem:s fit for the City of Bacolod.”

Lacson said on Thursday that
the provincial government will
continue to implement its strict
protocols on banning the entry
of pigs and pork products into
Negros Occidental.

“We will continue to follow our
policy. We will continue to be strict
with regards to the entry of pork
products, especially from areas
coded as red,” he said.

As far as Negros Occidental is
concerned, Lacson said that “what
is important is how to recover.”

oint stays

“When we release our cash assis-
tance to ASF-affected hog raisers in
the province, we explain to them
that they should not rush and just
follow the protocol. There should be
no shortcuts, because anytime we are
hit again, many will suffer and will
be affected. We want to retum to the
status as the province with the biggest
backyard hog raisers,” he said.

* Gov. Manuel Sagabarria of neigh-
boring Negros Oriental signed on
Wednesday EO 10, lifting the ban on
the transport and movement of live
pigs, pork products and by-products
into the province.

By reopening the province's bor-
ders to hog raisers, the governor
aims to “create opportunities for
businesses to flourish and con-
tribute to a cost-effective market
economy in Negros Oriental.”

The decision to lift the ban
comes as a welcome relief to hog
raisers and consumers alike who
have been grappling with the
aftermath of the ASF outbreak,
Sagarbarria added.
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! ESEARCH breakthroughs
can help growers screen

.coffee plants that can

withstand coffee’s major insect

pest and disease, and can aid in
reﬁablhtatmg, devastated coffee
farms..

';[‘he research has detectedlocal
‘varieties with resistance to coffee
whlte stemborer (CWSB) and cof-
fee leaf rust (CLR)

CWSB feeds on theplant which’

causes yellowmg and drylng of

branches and leaves; while CLR,

causes wﬂtmg and defoliation,

which results in up to 50 bercent

loss in ﬁroductmn

‘The two-year project, “Devel-
opment of a Detection System

for Pest and Disease Resistance
in Philippine Coffee Varieties”

was led by Dr. Ernelea P. Cao of
the University of the Plnhppmes ;

Diliman.
- The project designed two de-
tection systems that can differ-

entiatelocal coffee varietieswith

resistance orsusceptibility to CLR
and CWSB using Loop-mediated

Isothermal Amplification (LAMP)

technology.
_ « Through LAMP-based assays
(or mvest;gatlve px,gcedures for
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MONAI.IIA B. MAGAT {left) pro}ectmﬂ as she demonstram the applidtlon of the LAMP-based

oob ot
" I8 %
Lo ,"' , ‘.,| itl G RIE

qualitatively assessing or quan-
titatively measuring), segments
ofthe DNA associated with CWSB
and CLR resistance taken from
leaf samples are amplified, lead-
ing to the detection of resistance
or susceptibility to theinsect pest
and disease.

The pmJect team collaborated
with the Cavite State University
tovalidate the detection systems

through CavSU’s coffee gene bank

and other facilities.
According to Cao, the re-
searchers are actively working

ssay in the detection of resistant orsumpﬂhlmffemmnemPcmnn-mmremmnam- '
D Pelegrlna (right). cmpsnmncummnu,nosrmmmmu B

with the Department of Agricul-
ture-Bureau of Plant Industry to
formulate quarantine protocols

for distrlbutmg coffee plantmg

materials.

The protocols are :cruc1al in
preventing the spread of pests in
the coffee industry. et

Further validation of the pro-
tp_;ols will be explored for the
development of detection kits..

- The project team also con- -

ducted a workshop, Molecular

Detectmn Methods for Assess-

ing Reswtance/ Susceptlblllty to

CLRand CWSB in Various Coffee
Varieties.” b

It was; attended by various
gowerqment agencies, academic
institutions, and private agencies.
The workshop aimed to educate
the participants on DNA sample
preparatmn and LAMP ‘assay de-
tection methods. -

The pro;ect wa‘s 'funded by i

the Phﬂlppme Council for Ag-

; nculture! Aquatic and Natural

Resources Research and Devel-
apment of the Department of
Science and Technology (DOST—
PCAARRD)

- The devetlopment of ‘the de-
tection systems was h1ghl1ghted
during an annual project review
conducted by the Crops Research
Division (CRD) led by D1rector
Leilani D. Pelegrma :

Also present in the act1v1ty
were S&T Consultant Dr. Rita P.
Laude of the University of the
Los Bafios and DOST-PCAARRD
key representatives from CRD,
Agricultural Resources Manage-
ment Research Division., and the
Office of the Executive Dlrector
for Research and Development

Dgnlca,loylse C. Sembrano and Fredric
M. Odejar/S&TMedIa.femces
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To date, a total of 126
ung farmers from the
ines are un-

r-the FYFIPT and have

signed to

n different host s accord-
~ ing to their preference of
commodity, such as rice,

‘frmts, vegetables, dairy,
try, mushroom,

aculture.

partlcl ants are

‘awarded a P50,000 grant by

stitute

ultural Training
the Department of Agri-
culture (DA-ATI) since 1 :
- The program aims to
~empower young Filipino -
rs to become f;

tion ofmﬁprogram to assist

armer.
leaders and agricultural wan wou
neurs | mtenswe"_r ternship

i

exposures to- learn, learn,
ahd re-learn techmqhes,
o%es,and strategies

ternships in ai-

S

‘inte

ested Flhp_lno

- DA-ATI upon their wmple— 5

":'young faces who are inter-

ested in agriculture. I en-
courage th%n students who
are interested in FYFIPT to

apply for intemshx oppor-

- tunity,” TECO Philippines
! ¢ .lé:ﬁgresentanve Wpﬁ,lace
‘Chow said.

“This year, Taiwan
ernment provides
opportunities to
100 Fihpmo 'young farmers.”

- Apart from the FYFIPT,
Taiwan also provides var-
ious scholarships to inter-
students,
Taiwan Inter-

Stigh gsati
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Agri,

damage
hlts P3.6B

mfra

By JOSE RODEL CLAPANO

Daniage to infrastructure and agriculture due to flooding and fandd’
slides in Davao and Caraga has reached more than P3.6 billion.

Heavy rainfall spawned by the north-
east monsoon and trough of a low-pres-
sure area battered the two regions since
early this month.

In its situational report as of 8 a.m.
yesterday, the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council
(NDRRMC) said damage to infrastruc-
ture was estimated at P2.62 billion.

At least 278 infrastructure facilities
and nearly 5,000 houses were damaged.

The NDRRMC report said losses in
the agriculture sector were estimated at
more than P1 billion, with 25,010 hect-
ares of agricutural land affected.

Damage to livestock, poultry and
fisheries was estimated at P7.4 million. At
least 19,071 farmers and fisherfolk were
affected. !

Up to 471,819 families or more than

1.5 million people were affected by the
weather systems, 59,310 of them pre-
emptively evacuated.

The NDRRMC said 188,656 people
were displaced. The government said it
had set up 63 evacuation centers.

The government has so far provided
P267.3 rmlhon in assistance to affected
residents.

In Maco, Davao de Oro, 98 people
were confirmed dead while eight
remain missing in a landslide that oc-
curred in Barangay Masara on Feb. 6.

Mayor Arthur Carlos Voltaire
Rimando ordered the suspension of
search and retrieval operations on
Thursday after the incident manage-
ment team reported the completion of
retrieval and debris clearing at ground
zero of the landslide.

Page
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PBBM supports value-added nutrition
in rice, other agri products

By RAYMUND ANTONID

he International Rice Re-

search Institute (IRRI) has

the full support of President

Marcos in developing variet-
ies of rice, corn, potatoes, and other
agricultural products with additional
nutritional values.

The Presidential Communications
Office (PCO) stated that the IRRI is in
the process of developing rice variet-
ies and other agricultural products,
such as corn, potatoes, chicken, and
vegetables that have additional nutri-
tional components—protein, vitamin
A, iron, and zinc, among others.

“It’s no longer just food suffi-
ciency. There should be nutritional
value given to the people. There’s very
- much that we could learn from (you).
IRRI has been actually continuing the
research and development and when
we went I could see some of their

rice is made not for the Philippines
alone, the varieties are going all over
the world,” the Chief Executive said.

Marcos gave this assessment dur-
ing the recent courtesy call of officials
of the Consultative Group on Interna-

tional Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
and IRRI in Malacafiang, where the
President was told of the varieties of

rice that IRRI is rolling out that would
complement the nutritional require-
ment of every person.

One such variety is the low gly-
cemic index (GI), protein-enriched
rice that aims to boost the nutritional
value requirements of Filipinos.

“It’s beyond (the issue of) food
and rice in Asian countries. So, again,

that just brings into very sharp focus .

how important (rice) is to us. But the
other side of it is the nutrition side
because of course, we cannot eat just
rice. So, there has to be a source of
vegetable, and protein. So that's why

-we are now trying to find the [solu-

tion],” Marcos said.

When IRRI officials offered to
develop more varieties of rice and
other agricultural produce for local
consumption, the President stressed

~ that “we can make use of that because
 those are the kinds of things that we

need.”

During the courtesy call, CGIAR
Executive  Managing Director Dr.
Ismahane Elouafi expressed her or-
ganization’s desire to work with the
Philippine government in producing
different varieties of agricultural
products.

“In IRRI we have lot of new tech-
nologies and better productivity and
nutrition. We have the same in other
commodities. Now we have iron-rich
potatoes. If you eat the potatoes, it
give you about 50 percent of iron that
you need per day. And anemia problem
is a huge problem in the world partic-

W

ularly in women.and kids,” she said.

“We have same thing in maize
(corn). We have the high protein,
Vitamin A in rice, in maize, we have
beans with iron and zinc both of
them.”

research centers that generate and
disseminate knowledge, technologies,
and policies for agricultural develop-
ment through close collaboration with
hundreds of partner organizations,
including national and regional re-
search institutes, civil society orga-
nizations, academia, and the private
sector. i

IRRI, on the other hand, was es-
tablished during the time of Marcos’
father, former president Ferdinand E.
Marcos, and is placed under CGIAR.

Elouafi was accompanied by IRRI

officials—Dr. Cao Duc Phat, chair-

person of the Board of Trustees; Dr.
Ajay Kohil, interim director; and

CGIAR is a global network of 15

Joanna Kane Potaka, deputy director
general for strategy, engagement,
and impact.

In the meeting, the President
also mentioned how the project can
contribute to the Department of Social
Welfare and Development’s (DSWD)
Food Stamp Program because it aims
not only to provide food to the poor-
est families, but also ensure that they
have access to nutritious food.

He expressed hope that the food
stamp program can also be a part of
IRRI’s plans.

“If you take six units of carbohy-
drates, you cannot take anymore. you
have to take also protein and you have
to take also legumes and vegetable
so that it is balanced, especially to
children. It’s very important. I hope

ik can be part in this (IRRI) program,”

he said.

The “Walang Gutom 2027: Food
Stamp Program” is a flagship pro- |
gram of the Marcos administration.
It provides low-income households
monetary-based assistance through
Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT)
cards that can be used in purchasing
select food commodities from eligible
partner merchant stores.



on second—round effects - B

By LEE C. CHIPONGIAN

he Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP),
which has been adopting an inflation-
targeting framework since 2002 and is
mandated to preserve the country's price
stability at all times, said rice price shocks have
larger persistent 1mpact on supply-side pressures
and second-round effects compared to oil.
Second-round or second-order effects are
also called indirect effects and are manifested as
wage hikes and transport fare increases.
However, based on the BSP's latest inflation
assessment, oil price shocks have a direct effect
on the market’s inflation expectations which is
crucial in how BSP decides its monetary policy
stance.

_ Inthereview, part of the February 2024 Mon-
etary Policy Report (MPR), the BSP estimated
the direct and second-round effects of shocks to
global oil, global food, and domestic rice prices on
various measures of inflation as well as inflation

- Impulse responses of mflatlon measures to select supply shocks

Clobal oil Global food

Food Core Core

Pt i -
BN nid ~ 0 LU Aegeer o1 pra i
J i

Second-round

Direct effect

expectations.

In the case of oil price
shocks, the direct effect is
defined as the impact on
energy inflation while the
second-round effect is the
weighted impact on coreand
food inflation. As for food
shocks, the BSP noted that
the d1rect effect

is the impact on PB-Z
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Rice price shocks...

food inflation while the second-round
effectis the impact of the shock on core
inflation.

According to the BSP review,
“compared with the impact of oil
price shocks, the impact of domestic
rice price shocks has larger direct
effects on headline inflation relative

to the contribution of second-round

effects.”

It also estimated the direct effects
of rice price shocks on headline infla-
tion which it said “are aligned with
the actual contribution of rice prices.”

“The larger direct impact can be
attributed to the significant share of
rice in the CPI (consumer price index)
basket and its limited role in the pro-
duction of other goods and services,”
it added.
~ Furthermore, the BSP explained
that when matched with known rice
price shock episodes, the positive
direct and second-round effects are
observed in the latter part of the low
rice inventory episode such as during
the period 2013 to 2014 and the delays
in rice imports in late 2018. “(The)
negative direct and second-round ef-
fects appeared months following the

B-1<

enactment of the rice tariffication law
and continued well into the pandemic,”
said the BSP.

Persistent, successive
supply shocks
A country has price stability when
there is low and stable inflation. In
doing what it is supposed to do, which
is striking a balance between money,

" banking and credit, the BSP is ensur-

ing the economy has the momentum
to expand.

But then the Philippines have had
successive supply shocks from 2021 to
2023 and these became upward price
pressures to the inflation path. "

The BSP said that given the large
swings in oil and food prices of the last
two years, it has been constructing data
and assessing how these price changes
affect domestic inflation, including the
indirect or second-round effects.

In its review, the BSP noted that
a 10-percent hike in Dubai crude oil
prices actually leads to second-round
effects that are smaller than the direct
effects but are longer-lasting. “This
combined impact on core and non-
core food inflation builds and persists

LIBRARY

for 18 months and, at its peak, reaches
0.28 ppt (percentage point) on the
13th month. The combined direct and
second-round effects of global oil price
shocks on headline inflation last for a

“year and reach a peak of 0.40 ppt on the

11th month,” said the BSP.

Meanwhile, the central bank em-
phasized that a one percent increase
in global food inflation will have “a
significant and persistent direct im-
pact” on non-core food inflation “but
minimal second-round effects with
the impact on core inflation being in-
significant over the horizon.”

BSP said that this was a weak
pass-through that could indicate that
the global food price index is not ad-
equately capturing the domestic price
movements. Rice prices only account
for 2.2 percent of the food basket used
by the International Monetary Fund
index while the Philippines’ domestic
CPI basket attach a significantly higher
weight at 8.9 percent share.

“The impact of a one percent in-
crease in domestic rice prices leads to
significant second-round effects that
appear by the third month and persist
for ayear with a peak of 0.11 ppt on the
10th month. The significant indirect
effect as well as the larger direct effect

- is due to the importance of rice in the

CEPT. OF AGRICLU TURE

Filipino food basket,” said the BSP.

On the other hand, gasoline and
diesel prices account for only 2.4
percent of the CPI basket while items
affected by higher oil prices such as
transport services have higher CPI
weights, said the BSP. Thus, the direct
effects of oil price shocks on headline
inflation “are observed to align with
the actual changes in Dubai crude oil
prices and the actual contribution of
gasoline and diesel prices.”

Inflation expectations

As for inflation expectations as
measured by the month-ahead infla-
tion forecasts of private sector econo-
mists, the BSP noted that this “appear
to respond asymmetrically towards
price shocks coming from global food
and Dubai crude oil.”

“Comparirlg,_shocks of the same
magnitude, positive price shocks tend
to raise inQation expectations more
than negative price shocks tend to
decrease inflation expectations. Ad-
ditionally,the median response of in-
flation expectations towards a positive
price shock tends to be slightly higher,
possibly indicating that expectations
are stickier in the face of downward

price adjuitments. In the case of do-
mestic ricéprice shocks, positive price

shocks trigger an increase in inflation
expectations that is more dispersed,
possibly indicating higher uncer-
tainty,” the BSP explained.

In a recent survey called the BSP
Survey of External Forecasters, econo-
mists still see inflation ending below
four percent this year at 3.9 percent,
but raised its projection for 2025 to 3.5
percent from the previous estimate of
3.4 percent. Both forecasts are within
the BSP’s two percent to four percent
inflation target band.

The results of the survey mirror the
BSP’s risk-adjusted inflation forecast
for 2024 of 3.9 percent and 3.5 percent
for 2025. The BSP announced the lat-
est forecasts on Feb. 15, when it also
announced an unchanged benchmark
rate of 6.5 percent after its first policy
meeting for the year.

The BSP said risks to the inflation
outlook are still persistently on the up-
side such as higher transport charges;
increased electricity rates; higher oil
and domestic food prices; and the
additional impact on food prices of a
strong El Niiio episode.

However, BSP officials also noted
that the recent agreement with Viet-
nam to secure rice supply for the coun-
try in the next five years is encouraging
and will impact on rice prices.
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§Mabl ni Perez na nagbago na ang
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Brace agamst ElI'Nifio —
Cllmate Change body

lTHE Clm:late Change
Commission (CCC)

Fl]ipmosﬁ)takepmachve_
measures following the
forecastofthel’hjhppme ;

A‘Imbsphenc,Geop

es Administration’s (PA-
GASA)ofanincreasedEI
Nifioactivity.
PAGASA has warned:
ofastmn ElNifoactivity
whilemostglo-
bal chmate models fore-
- see the phenomenon to
persistfrom March to
In light of this fore-
cast, the CCC encour-

ative impacts of El Nifio

in their homes and com-
munities.

The CCC, in coo?era

tion with oﬂier nahonal

has

ﬁeveloped policies and

thatwill;

the nation for chmnte

—T['le]}liahmlal(lmate

Change Achon P]an (NC—
CAP), whichoutlinesstrat-
egies for building resil- .
ience to climate change
. impacts, including EINifio.
Itcallsforimproved water
resource management,

earlywarningsystems,and
climahe-smartagrimﬂhlre
Ppractices.

- --The Local Chmata.

Change Action Plans
prepare (laCCgPs) Developed by

local governments, the

LCCAPsprovxdeeontext
c ada on mea-
sures tail tolocal vul-

nerabllma htegratngl

Nifio preparedness into -
LCCAPsensures
and effective action.
workStra onClimate
_C), which
fmdes the country's
ong-term response to

 climate change. Itunder-
scores the importance of

mainsl:reanung climate
considerations into' all
development plans, in-

cluding disaster risk re-
ductionand t.

- -The National te

ehed 2
--The National Frame-

RiskMana, tFrame-
work (NCRMF), which
outlines a systematic a

proach to managing cli-

 materisks,including those

associated with El Nifio.

- Implementing its recom-

mendations strengthens
- preparedness and re-
sponse capauty

“Implementing thestrat-

ol egies and recommenda-

. tionsoutlined in these pol-

icies and frameworks

strengthens our adaptive

nsi:uty to face climate

such as El Nifio, ulti-

‘mately le to more
ading.

communi- -

fies,” CCC vice chairper-
son and executive direc-
tor Robert E.A. Borje said
in a news release on Fri-
day. : -
"The PrAGASA}nas an-
nounced the of
anmcreasemthenum

of provincestobeaffected

the El Nifio jphenome-
bnzn from 41 ces in
January to51 by theend of
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.on Friday hailed the
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) forits develop-
ment of a low glycemic index
(GI), protein-enriched rice va-
riety that he said would boost
the nutritional value require-
ments of every Filipino.

During the courtesy call of
officials of the Consultative
Group on International Agri-
cultural Research (CGIAR) and
IRRIin Malacanang, the Presi-
dent wastold of the varieties of
rice that IRRIis rolling out that
would complement the nutri-
tional requirement of every
person.

The President pointed out
that the development of a low
GI, protein-enriched rice vari-
ety whichisbeingrolled outby
IRRIisaligned withhisinitiative
of notonlyensuring food suffi-
ciency butmakingsure thatfood
giventoFilipinosarenutritious.

“It'snolongerjust food suf-
ficiency. There should be nutri-
tional value given to the peo-
ple. There’s very much that we
couldlearn from (you). IRRThas
been actually continuing the
researchand developmentand
when we wentIcould seesome
of their rice is made not for the
Philippinesalone, the varieties

are going all over the world,”
President Marcos said. -
During the call, Dr.
Ismahane Elouafi, Executive
Managing Director of CGIAR,
said her organization is very
much willing to work with the
Y pine government for the
development of not only rice
varieties that have additional
nutritional componentsbutoth-
eragricultural productssuchas
corn, potatoes, chicken and

-vegetables.

”InIRRIWEhavelotofnew
technologies and better
ductivityand nutrition. We lgave
the sameinother commodities.
Now we have iron-rich pota-

toes. If you eat the potatoes, it
give ou about 50 percent of
tyouneed perday. And
anenua ﬁlem ls%elfugg prob-
lemin the world particularly in
womenandkids.Wehavesame
thing in maize (corn). We have
the high protein, Vitamin A in
rice, in maize, we have beans
withironand zincbothof them,”
Elouafisaid.
CGIAR is a global network
of 15 research centers that gen-

erate and disseminate knowl-

edge, technologies, and poli-
cies for agricultural develop-
ment through close collabora-
tion with hundreds of partner

organizations, including nation-

al and regional research insti-
tutes, civil society organiza-
tions, academia, and the private
sector.IRRI, established during
the time of former President
Ferdinand E. Marcos, is under
CGIAR. ;

Elouafiwasaccompanied by
IRRI officials namely, Dr. Cao
Duc Phat, irperson of the
Board of Trustees, Dr. Ajay
Kohil, Interim Directorand Joan-
naKane Potaka, Deputy Direc-
tor General for Strategy, En-
gagementand Impact.

President Marcos men-
tioned the Food Stamp
of the Department of Social
Welfare and Development
(DSWD) thatisaimed atnotjust
})rmndmg food to the poorest
amilies but also ensuring that
whatthey are provided are nu-
tritious.

The “Walang Gutom 2027:
Food Stamp "isaflag-
shlpprogamofPremdentMar ;
cos which aims to decrease the

i incidence of voluntary hunger

experienced by low-income
householdsby providing mon-
etary-based assistance throu
Electronic Benefit Transfer
(EBT) cards that can be used in
purchasing select food com-
modities from eligible parlner
merchant stores

Page of



