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hortly before the Marcos administration

began, I wrote of “seven deadly sins” in

| the historically flawed ‘governance of

our agriculture sector, our economy's
backbone ("Seven deadly sins,” 6/14/22). I've
long argued that our agriculture’s sorry state
comes not from a lack of knowledge or tech-
nology, which we once taught our neighbors.
Rather, it traces to our age-old failure to en-
able our farmers to apply and benefit from
that knowledge, due to problematic politics,
flawed governance, and weak institutions in
the sector. I shared these thoughts in a private
meeting with Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Francis Tiu Laurel Jr., who asked me
to elaborate on how to undo the seven sins. Of
course, I have no illusions that my advice has
taken any precedence over that of countless
others, knowing that I am but one in a cacoph-
ony of voices constantly feeding advice, solic-
ited or not, to the good secretary.

Those seven sins logically lead to a sev-
en-point agenda, outlined here. Some may
not agree with all of them, but I plan to re-
visit them when this administration ends in
2028, to see what has been done, and assess
any significant improvements achieved.

One, let provinces lead in managing their
farms and fisheries, to reverse the sin of per-
sistent top-down management of the sector
despite mandated devolution since 1991. To
its credit, the previous administration al-
ready rolled out a long overdue province-led
‘agriculture and fisheries extension system or
Pafes. For it to work, the DA must limit itself
to “steering,” but take full responsibility for
capacitating the provinces for the “rowing,”
including downloading much of its budget to
them as matching grants. .
~ Two, consolidate management of small
farms into efficient production units, to cor-
rect the sin of failure to address loss of econ-
omies of scale from farm fragmentation. A
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CIELITO F. HABITO

Bureau of Agri-Industry and Cooperatives
Development must be reestablished in the
DA. Congress must lift land ownership ceil-
ings for agri-business investors, who must be
attracted with appropriate incentives. Con-
tract growing must be fostered in a wider
variety of farm and fishery products like in
Thailand, and LGUs must provide longer and
more secure leases for aquaculture investors.

Three, pursue maximum productivi-
ty in our rice lands (and all croplands), but
help farmers in marginal rice lands shift to

- better-suited crops that will raise their in-

comes. The sin of undue obsession with full
rice self-sufficiency only brought us farther
from it as it was pursued through excessive
trade controls that bred complacency from
keeping productivity and cost competitive
with our neighbors. Worse, it led to neglect
of other crops, which received far less atten-
tion and budget.

Four, look at the entire value chain and
overcome the sin of inordinate focus on
production, rather than farmers’ and fish-
ers’ incomes and welfare. Empower farmers
and fishers to reap gains from value-adding
through participation in transport/logistics
and processing via coops. Foster local and
foreign investments in agri-based industries

and rural transport and logistics via DA’s
Agri-Industry Business Corridors program.

Five, shift to a function-based structure
and budget, away from the traditional com-
modity-based orientation that proved ineffi-
cient, ineffective, and distortive. Recast DA to
focus on its central “steering” functions: stan-
dards setting; integrated research for develop-
ment and extension (R4DE); monitoring and
evaluation; regulation that is science-based
and separate from developmental functions;
international relations; and most critically,
capacity building for local government units.

Six, pursue greater trade openness to
reverse the sin of excessive trade protection
that removed pressure for both government
and producers to pursue higher productivity
and competitiveriess with our neighbors—
and moved up our prices further away from
theirs over time. Use transparent tariffs, not
trade controls, to provide calibrated protec-
tion for domestic producers, while opening
trade to wider players to forestall capture by
cartels. Ensure that sanitary and phytosani-
tary requirements are science-based and not
used as undue trade barriers.

Seven, and possibly most crucial, make
financing widely accessible to small farmers
and fishers. Study how Thailand and South
Korea did it in conjunction with cooperative
development. Work with Congress to change
regulatory metrics applied to Landbank (and
the Development Bank of the Philippines) to
let them focus primarily on their mission to
finance small farms (and firms). Foster appli-
cation of innovative financial technologies
for small farmers and fishers.

We can't fix Philippine agriculture with
tired old approaches that never worked, or
by adding more wheels to a defective vehicle
moving in the wrong direction.

cielito.habito@gmail.com
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Pork togou
as DA limits imports’

By JASPER EMMANUEL ARCALAS

3

Hin

“effectively” reduced the quo- in terms of transparency.

: = ta of traders by 90 percent, MITA said the bulk or over
Limitin imports under lower tariff rate could which it argued is a violation 120 of the present 145 licensees
drive poﬁ( prices hl\ifher as micro, small and of the general principles of the under pork MAV hold less
medium enterprises (MSMEs) would lose access to MAV mechanism, particularly Turn to B3
“cheaper” imported stocks, meat importers warned

yesterday. Pork FromB1

In a letter to Agriculture year. than 500 metric tons of the annual
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel = The group also questioned allocations with an average quota of 150
Jr., the Meat Importers and the decision of the Department MT each.
Traders Association (MITA) of Agriculture (DA) to limit Based on the group’s computations,
expressed concern surround- - the sﬁare of meat traders to 40 MITA president Emeritus Jesus Cham
ing the quotas for the mini- percentof the pork MAV, while told The STAR that the small-scale pork

mum access volume (MAV)
this year.
The group lamented that

the quota allocations have to issue first the 25 percent of disadvantageous toimporters since it is less
not been distributed, almost a  this year’s pork MAV. than the “economic lot size” of 25 MT for a
month into the current MAV Tl)-:e decision, MITA claimed, 40 foot container, effectively discouraging -
: them from importing their quotas.
Aol T “You (will) expect [pork] prices to go

Pork prices are expected to go up due to import limits.

60 percent went to processors.
Furthermore, the group is
lukewarm to the DA’s move

MAYV importers would be left with just an
import allocation of 15 MT.
This allocation, Cham explained, is

up since the (pork) retailers will be forced
to go to big players and importers to get
their imported stocks,” he said.

The STAR learned that the DA has
begun issuing provisional import
certificates for imports under the
minimum access volume (MAVIC).

Imports under the MAV are levied by
the state with lower tariffs as part of the
country’s trade commitments.

The MAVIC is required for importers

to secure the lower tariff privilege.

Under Executive Order 50, pork
imports within the MAV are levied with
15 percent tariff, while shipments outside
it are slapped with 25 percent tariff until
end of the year.

InterCommerce, the service provided
of the DA for import certificates, sent
a notice to MAV licensees last Feb.
23, informing them that the MAV
Secretariat would begin distributing
provisional MAVIC for the following
commodities: poultry, corn, chipping
potatoes, coffee beans, coffee extracts
and pork. ‘

However, the InterCommerce told the
MAV licensees that only 25 percent of the
tentative annual allocation for.the pork
MAYV would be distributed. = ==

InterCommerce directed the
importers to reach out to the MAV
Secretariat regarding the available
pork MAYV allocations and application
procedures. :

The STAR learned that the tentative
pork quota in the current MAV year is at
around 52,500 MT.

|
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DA, PhilSA
bolster PH agri
via advanced
space tech

EV ENﬂ'leadvancedspacetechnolc:ﬁy
shall now be used to help boost

coumry s a?r.\cnltural sector, the De-
partmento gncultm'e (DA) saxd on

% Ill,a.new e, Agricu
retary Francisco Tiu Lat :
Bureau of Agricultural and Fisheries
Engineering (BAFE) secured its part-
nership with the Philippine Space
Agency (PhilSA) to mogermze the
monitoring of agricultural commodi-
ties and farm-to-marketroads (FMR).

“The collaboration between DA-
BAFEandPIﬂSAexemphﬁesﬂlespmt
of partnership and synergy that is es-
sential for driving meaningful change.
By pooling together our respective
expertise and resources, we can co-
create innovative solutions that have
the potential to revolutionize the way
we approach agriculture,” he said.

Under the memorandum of agree-
ment(MOA), both agencies shall “uti-
lize satellite data and space technolo-

gy applications” through the Digital A-
gn lgrase 1 project (Farm-to-Market

d and Agncu]tural Commodity
Geodatabaseand Remote Sensing Ap-
plication Phase 1). . .

“Using technologyand dataanalyt-
ics, we can gain invaluable insights
into crop health, and soil conditions,
enabling us to make informed deci-
sions and implement targeted inter-
ventions,” Tiu Laurel said.

Inaseparatestatement, the PhilSA
said the DigitalAgri Phase 1 pro;ect
entailsthe use of remote sensing ap
cations, road type, and accessml.ﬁ
rearpmg' which shall provide near

time updates on the FMR and
movement of agnt:ultural commodi-
ties. PNA
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The Scarborough Shoal — again

ATHER queasy
indeed, to have
o read again

that a regular rotational
deployment by a
Philippine vessel of fuel
to Filipino fishermen and
patrol operations in Bajo
de Masinloc has been
blocked and “blinded” by
the Chinese Coast Guard

Bajo de Masinloc, 150 miles west of
Luzon and nearly 559 miles from the
nearest major Chinese island mass of
Hainan, has been a flashpoint between
the countries since China seized it
from the Philippines in 2012.

Bajo de Masinloc, also known as
Scarborough Shoal after a British ship
grounded on the atoll nearly three cen-

turies ago, is clearly within the Philip- -

pines’ 200-mile exclusive economic
zone and continental shelf, even while
China claims “historic right” in that it
was discovered during the Yuan Dy-
nasty (1271-1368).

It is one of Asia’s most contested
maritime features and a flashpoint for
diplomatic flare-ups over sovereignty
and fishing rights.

Interestingly, the Philippines has
been exercising effective occupation
and jurisdiction over the area, with
maps produced in the Philippines, Eu-
rope and the United States identifying
it as part of Philippine territory.

The Philippines exercises full sov-
ereignty and jurisdiction over the
rocks of Bajo de Masinloc, and sov-
ereign rights over the waters and con-
tinental shelf where the rock features
where the shoal is.

Bajo de Masinloc is in the middle of
the South China Sea, claimed nearly
in its entirety by China’s unilateral
and mythical ‘nine-dash line’ and near
shipping lanes carrying an estimated
$3.4 trillion of annual ship commerce.

£6

The sovereign rights
and jurisdiction
asserted by the
Philippines over the
maritime entitlements
of the features in

Bajo de Masinloc are
founded on principles
of international law

That position, according to diplo-
mats, is strategic for Beijing, whose
claims overlap with those of the Ma-

nila, Hanoi, Kuala Lumpur and Bru-

nei Darussalam.

In 2016, an international arbitration
tribunal in the Hague said China’s
claims had no legal basis, a decision

Beijing rejected.

The sovereign rights and jurisdic-
tion asserted by the Philippines over
the maritime entitlements of the fea-
tures in Bajo de Masinloc are founded
on principles of international law and
consistent with the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which both the Philippines and China
have signed and ratified.

A lighthouse or watchtower was
also established there in 1965 and ren-
ovated in 1992, without any protesta-
tion from China.

Last week, the Chinese Coast
Guard said it drove away a vessel of
the Philippines’ Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources and accused
them of “illegally intruding” into its
waters near Scarborough Shoal.

We agree with Commodore Jay
Tarriela, the Philippine Coast Guard’s
spokesperson on South China Sea is-
sues, who said: “This statement is in-
accurate. The BFAR vessel, BRP Datu
Sanday, continues to patrol the waters
of Bajo De Masinloc. Currently, the
BFAR vessel is actively ensuring the
security of Filipino fishermen in that
area.n .

Tarriela said it was not the first time

" the Chinese Coast Guard blocked a

Philippine vessel’s Automatic Identi-
fication System, a short-range coastal
tracking system used on ships to pro-
vide identification and positioning
information to both vessels and shore
stations.

In the meantime, the browbeater
continues its nauseous act. And the
world appears helpless.
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British
chamber
‘bucks MAV
SUSpension

THE British Chamber of Commerce of
the Philippines (BCCP) said the suspen-
sion of the minimum access volume
(MAV) was not ideal as the country still
needed pork imports due to the impact
of the hog disease on domestic supply.

“In that context, we would not wish
to see a suspension of MAV,” BCCP
Executive Director and Trustee Chris
Nelson said in a statement on Monday.

“As we've discussed on previous pro-
grams, pork supply has been impacted
locally due to the African swine fever,
and there’s definitely a need to further
continue pork imports,” he added.

The BCCP released the statement as
there were reports that the Department
of Agriculture (DA) was reviewing plans
to suspend the MAV on pork and corn to
curb the country’s agricultural imports.

Itadded that the MAV suspension
could affect the domestic supply and
prices and the country’s existing trade
agreement with the World Trade Orga-
nization (WT0).

The chamber, meanwhile, expressed
support for extending reduced tariffs as
per Executive Order 50 for agricultural
products like pork to boost local supply
and address inflation concerns.

“We are very strong supporters of
the extension of the Executive Order
[50]; we believe strongly that allowing
pork to come at lowered tariff rates is

a help for inflation and food security,”
said Nelson. ;

According to the BCCP, one of the
keys to strengthening the local agricul-
tural sector is the passage of the Anti-
Agricultural Economic Sabotage Act.

The chamber said they remained
optimistic about its passage as it would
help ensure a stable food supply and
help fight inflation.

Last year, President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr. highlighted'it as one of its top
20 legislative priorities. The proposed |
bill imposes harsh penalties for illegal ~ |
activities such as smuggling, hoarding,
profiteering, and forming cartels within
the agricultural and fishery sectors.

The bill amends Republic Act 10845,
also known as the “Anti-Agricultural
Smuggling Act of 2016,"and will
impose stricter penalties.

It also aims to protect consumers
against economic manipulation, pre-
serve farmers' livelihoods, and improve
tax and duty collection.

“Its passage remains part of the BCCP
2024 wish list to reinforce a stronger
agricultural sector in the Philippines
with increased collaborative efforts

with the Department of Agriculture,

the UK Agriculture and Horticulture
Development Board (AHDB), and other
concerned agencies,” said BCCP.

Also, the British chamber supports the
DA's effort to establish a technical working
group to help amend RA 10845.

“We hereby acknowledge the role of
agriculture in the Philippine economic
growth, and we look forward to the
Bicameral Conference and, therefore,
the passage of the Anti-Agricultural
Economic Sabotage Act,” said Nelson..

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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troubled waters
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that we

» L .
continue to confront in the West
Philippine Sea. China is now a mari-

. time power. It is also the world leader

in'shipbuilding. Tt has a coercive and
heavy-handed maritime militia. It has
a navy and a coast guard that operate
from illegally reclaimed and milita-
rized outposts.  »MercadoA6

At
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F|sh|ng in troubled waters

The provocative actions of Chi-
na as regards offshore oil and gas
development have endangered our
energy security.

There is an equally important
issue that will directly affect the
food security of our nation. The
country faces a decline in fish
output as a consequence of the
destruction of 21,000 acres of the
West Philippine Sea.

According to assistant professor
Mike Atrigeneo of the University
of the Philippines Marine Science
Institute, studies and reports show
that China’s activities, such as
- dredging, clam harvesting, and
building artificial islands, have
caused massive damage to at least
21,000 acres of coral reefs in the
West Philippine Sea.

There are also reports alleging
that China uses cyanide in large-
scale fishing in Scarborough (Pan-
atag) Shoal. The use of cyanide
destroys algae and coral polyps,
which are food sources for the
fish. While it makes catching fish
easier by rendering them stunned,

it poxsons the marine ecosystem.
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) spokesman Nar-
ciso Briguera said the estimated
damage in the sea region could
reach up to $17.85 million.

The marine environment in the
WPS is the habitat of lapu-lapu,
maya-maya and other fish that eat
directly from the corals. If their
homes are destroyed, the fish may
face extinction, which translates
to a decline in catch for fisherfolk.
This is bad news not only for Fili-
pinos whose livelihood depends
on the sea but for all of us who
consume seafood.

In 2023, the BFAR confirmed
that fish production in provinces
near the WPS was already declin-
ing. Between 2021 and 2022, it.
dropped by more than 6 percent,
from 295,332 metric tons to
275,872. This is due not only to
overfishing and several typhoons
that prevented fisherfolk from
venturing out to sea but also to
China’s unwelcome activities in
the area.

To help our counn'ymen BFAR
réméins constant in its efforts to
provide regular assistance in the
form of resupply missions and
the provision of fuel, ready-to-
eat snacks and medicine. But the
threat to their livelihood continues
to be both present and persistent.

The destruction of coral reefs
must stop. While there are ways
to restore and rehabilitate them,
it’s essential that activities con-
tributing to their demise are
halted as soon as possible. Only
then can we exert efforts to heal
them effectively.

China should abide by the in-

‘ternational conventions it ratified.

The United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea's (Unclos)
Articles 192 and 194 state the
general obligation for states to
protect and preserve the marine
environment and prevent, reduce,
and control pollution of the ma-
rine environment from any source.
China should also follow the Con-
vention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna

and Flora and the Convention on
..Blologleal Diversity, which aim to
conserve natural resources.

According to Thucydides, “The
strong do what they can, and the |
weak suffer what they must.”

But that's just the History of the
Peloponnesian War.

We cannot simply accept suf-,
fering because we are “weak.” We
have already found strength in
allies who are similarly situated.
The world is now awakening to
our responsibility of steward-
ship in maritime resources that
are common to all. This is the
countervailing force that finds
strength in numbers.

China may have the objective to
seize the whole South China Sea,
but we have a responsibility to the
region, and that is to protect the
very important component of our
common food security.

With this renewed attention to |
the marine biodiversity affected by
Chinese aggression, a call to action
to protect marine resources and their
biodiversity is as urgent as ever.
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FRLC takes over N. Ecl;a
~ hydropower plant

,ei?thepuux:p&-luspnmofdhc
government’s privatization pro-
g::;:&mﬂmm!ﬁmt(ﬁ:lﬂunugh

topped the auction with 2

$526-million offer. ‘
“ﬂmﬂrpmpucmeofﬁm
Gen, building a similar hydro
plant from scratch would have
been more expensive and would
have required a lengthy prepara—
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Probe of ¢

cyanide fishing at

Scarborough Shoal sought

By John Victor D. Ordofiez

' A PHILIPPINE senator has fi}ed ares-
olution seeking to investigate the dam-
age caused by cyanide fishing at Scar-
borough Shoal in the South China Sea,

allegedly by Chinese and Vietnamese

fishermen.

The Senate should look at the
incident because it undermines the
Philippines’ marine ecosystem and
-terntonal mtegrlty, Senator Francis
N. Tolentino said in Resolution 938,
citing reports that the damage had
reached P1 billion.

~ “The Philippines, as a party to

the Convention of Biological Diver-
sity signed in 1992, is obligated to guard
againstthe unsustamahle use of coastal
and marine resources which includes
the country’s commitment to address-

ing the threat of cyanide use and its

impacton coastal biodiversity,” he said.
The conventlon hés been ratified by
196 countries.
China’s Foreign Ministry spokesper—
son Mao Ning earlier said the allega-

tions of cyanide fishing were “baseless

and a sheer fabrication.”
“The use of cyanide or other noxious

or poisonous substances is a clear case :

of illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing,” Mr. Tolentino said, adding that

it undermmes the sustamablhty of the

global marine ecosystem.
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic

nese and Vietnamese fishermen had
been using cyanide at Scarborough
Shoal locally | called Bajo de
Masmloc, to prevent Filipino
fishing boats from ﬁshmg in
thearea.

President Ferdinand
R. Marcos, Jr. has ordered
the Philippine Coast Guard

" men were behind the cyanide use.

The agencies will work with the Uni-

' versityof th.e}’h;l!.ppmes Mamne ‘Sci-

ence Institute.
The shoal is 240 kllometers west
of the main Philippine island of Lu-

zon and is about 900 kllometers from |

Haman, the nearest maJor Chinese
landmass.

Located Wlthin the Philippines’

exclusive econmmc zone (EEZ), Scar-
‘borough Shoal is also claimed by China,
~ making it one of Asia’s most contested
mant:me features and a ﬁashpomt for
flare- ups o

Chma claims almost the entire
South China Sea, a conduit for more
than $3 trillion in annual ship com-

merce. Its terntonal claims overlap‘

with those of the Phlhppines, Vletnam
Malaysua and ‘Brunei.

Mr. Marcos had ordered stricter pa- T

trols at the shoal.
Based on a study by the Center for
Strateglc and International Studies in

' December, China’s dredging and giant

clam harvestmg have damaged at least
21,000 acres of coral reefs in the South
China Sea.

Vletnam has also been building out-
posts in the area, 'damaging at least
1,500 acres of coral reefs through
~ dredging. The Philippines, Malaysia
" and Taiwan have damaged fewer than
'100 acres of coral reefs, according to
the study. ’

At the weekend the Chinese Em-

“bassy in Manila q‘uestloned the results’
: ~ of the st'udy since it had only relied on
Resources (BFAR) on Feb. 17 said Chi- H :

satelhte images.

“China has always attached great

1mportance to the protection of the

the Nansha Islands (Spratly
Islands) and reefs and thelr
hdJacent waters, and car-
" 'ried out environmental
protection and monitoring
work jn accordance with

Read the full story by g iy fay =y yere
(PCG) and BFAR to conduct scanning the QR code or by “domiestic and international
joint scientific research to “ typing the link laws,” it sald ina statement

find out if Chinese fisher-  <tmurl

> onFeb. 24,
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. By Joanna Rose Aglibot
@IngNational
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—A

stranded male rough-toothed
dolphin has been placed under
the care of Ocean Adventure's
animal care team inside this free

port after several failed attempts

to return it to its natural habitat.

The dolphin was initially
assisted by local fishermen in
Pangasinan on Feb. 14, when it

was stranded at Barangay Alo-
leng in Agno town.

His rescuers gave him the
name “Hart,” a wordplay for
“heart,” as he was found on Val-

“entine’s Day.

Despite efforts to release
him back into the waters, Hart
restranded the following day in
the waters off Barangay Boboy
in the same town, indicating he

‘likely had health issues.

Recognizing the urgency,

Date: 0P 23

2024 Page:
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authorities relocated Hart to
Tlocos region’s Bureau of Fish-
eries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) rehabilitation pen in
Cariaz Island, Alaminos City,
also in Pangasinan, for inten-
sive care and monitoring before
he was sent off to sea anew.

Limited resources
However, Hart was again
stranded in another Pangasin-
an town, San Fabian, on Feb.
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19, prdmpting his transfer to

" Ocean Adventure’s facility.
Citing the limited resourc-

es of BFAR, the agency rec-
ommended Hart’s transfer to
Ocean Adventure, a marine
theme park where specialized
care could be administered.
The facility’s animal care
team is providing tailored treat-
ment, including antibiotics, liver
support, electrolytes and supple-
ments, as well as physical thera-

§ Rl e

'RESCUED DOLPHININPANGASIVAN REGENES CAREAT SUBIC'S OCEAN ADVENTURE

py to address health concerns.

Ocean - Adventure is an
open-water marine theme park
at Subic Bay Freeport. The fa-
cility, on its website, described
itself as a “leader in animal care
and welfare” that has a team of
environmentalists and conser-
vationists actively protecting
marine and wildlife, while of-
fering wholesome entertain-
ment to the public.

In an interview on Monday,

it e

Robert Gonzaga, president and
CEO of Subic Bay Marine Ex-
ploratorium Inc. that operates
Ocean Adventure, said BFAR
and the marine theme park's
facility have been collaborating
to safeguard marine life and en-
sure successful rescue attempts.

He cited the facility’s com-.
mitment to providing the best
care possible for Hart and oth-
er distressed marine mammals
under its care. iNa
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By BELLA CARIASO

) I-hgh retail pnces of rice w111 per-

sist as imported varieties dominate

‘the local market, farmers’ group
Samahang Industriya ng Agrikultura
president Rosendo So said yesterday.

“Since there is more imported rice
in the market, we expe gugh retail
prices this m'onth, So sald in a radio
mte::vxew

The latest Bumau of Plant Industry
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‘(BPI) data showed that rice 1mports
~as of Feb. 16 hit 569,286 metric tons,

or 44.28 percent higher than the

1 394,553 MT combined volume im-

ported in ]anuary and February of
last year.
So noted that the farmgate price of

‘palay in Vietnam was at P21 per kilo

while the wholesale price reached
P50 per kilo.
“The retail pnce in the markets

 reached P52 to P56 per kilo, that’s the_'

pnevallmg pricein Vletnam,” he sald

- BPI data showed that more than
half of the rice imports or about

327,418.09 MT came from Vietnam,

followed by Thailand at 154,234.38 -
-MT and Pakistan at 60,638.3 MT.
“Our rice imports from Thailand
are also high. The 25 percent broken
rice is at $585 per metric ton. If you
_ include the delivery freight, it could

reach $620 per metric ton and the

landed cost is P49 (per k.tlo) It is

local rice supply in the market.
~Sonoted thatrth&pmsentfarmgate

price of local palay is P24.50 p

“Itis higher compared to
gate price of palay in Vietnam but
you will still add. the shlppmg cost

for the Phxhppmes to 3.9 million MT
-this year, driven by bi gerpmxhases

- from Vietnam. The Phi

pines im-

g;;t'tedﬂmoswémﬂhﬂhmofnm

year, down from the
ion MT in 2022

382m111
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M‘embers of four f1sherfolk
groups in Malabpp yesterday re- -
ceived 20 motorized boats from the
‘Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
- sources as well as the Departm t

¢ of Labor and Employment.

- Mayor Ieanm:f Sandoval led t.he
_turnover of the boats af the c1 s,
: amphltheater ‘

The beneﬁcnanes are residents of

. w

Bar gays Tafiong, Hulom (
Cor??eﬁmon and Tbaba, accordin;

to Luziel Balajadia, who heads the
éity’s public employment and 'ser— -
.‘.vam;ged/fDlsplaced Workers or

'TUPAD prggram, the cwy govem-

- vices office.

- Balajadia smd,fn,e boats whlch
are ma de of ﬁberalass-remforced
hc, were crea

gshermen who uﬁderWent trammg
wﬂh BFAR' B 10

'g:‘]jukhat,tE e

d by Malabon
ﬁshmg nets.

"'I‘l'{ey created the boaia forahout
i Zh days, receiving P610 per day

as salary under DOLE’s Tulong
Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disad-

ment sa1 i
The ﬁshérmen also rece:ved 40

NS ‘Mark Emest Villm
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Senate probe sought on cyanide
fishing in Panatag Shoal

Sen. Francis Tolentino is
seeking a Senate investigation
into the alleged cyanide fish-
ing carried out in parts of the
ocean within Philippine terri-
tory, particularly near Panatag
(Scarborough) Shoal, which he
branded as “environmental
terrorism.”

Tolentino said the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
Convention on Biological

Diversity and the Conven-
tion on International Trade
in Endangered Species could
be used as bases in the filing
of complaints against those
involved in cyanide fishing.
“Cyanide is more serious.
I now consider this as envi-
ronmental terrorism, destruc-
tion of our marine resources
through the use of cyanide,
and we have a lot of inter-
national agreements to hold

(perpetrators) accountable.
Based on this, whoever vio-

lates will be liable,” he said.
A complaint can be filed,
he said, before the Interna-
tional Court of Justice “so
that we can be compensated
for the severity of the damage
that our ocean has suffered.”
“What will happen is the
testimony of the fishermen
will be taken, they will be
Turn to Page 4

Senate From Page 1
asked on how much they catch.
Since using cyanide, dead fish float

hkemsepmhectﬂ'ne nghisofohpmo
fishermen over the vast resources of
the West Philippine Sea as well as the
unta resources in the area.

He said the new law serves as the

around... conventions provide cornerstone of maritime policy, pro-
where we file-a case, we can-beé . tecting'the country’s sovereignty and
awarded with the corresponding . addre@mg natienal security
damages,” d cxtm a@; . tanfqrge more alliances with
lel investi yfthe"' tries, under a rules-based
Department of ]ustlce international order in compliance
He noted that the Philippine Coast

Guard (PCG), Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources and fishing
companies in Bajo de Masinloc can

be summoned to the Senate hearing..
Hea that the Chinese em-
bassy cannot be invited to the Senate

hearings due to immunity, although

this can be waived if the Chinese

voluntarily attend the hearing.
Meanwhile, with 23 affirmative

votes, senators approved on third
and final reading Senate Bill 2492

or the Philippine Maritime Zones
Act that would reinforce the coun-
try’s rights as an archipelagic state,
‘authored by Tolentino.
- Tolentino said SB 2492 is a land-
mark legislation that establishes
- the Philippine Maritime Zones in
compliance with UNCLOS and the
2015p Arbitral Ruling.

“The new law sets the archipelagic -

boundaries, the country’s internal
‘waters and exclusive economic
- zones over which the Philippine
 government exercises sovereignty
AT

urisdiction. Under the measure,

s o5 zone in the West Pl'uhgpe%l’ne
Sea (WPS) are highlighted to
with the Benham Rise, now known
as Talampas ng Pilipinas,” he added.
Tolentino said the measure would

with UNCLOS,” he said, noting the
law has been 30 years in the rt:]\:ilrf
' Senate Majority Leader Joel Vil-

lanueva said the leilslatlon would

be part of the Philippines’ legal,
poll’m:al and diplomatic strategies
‘in enforcing the rule of law in its
maritime domain.
: Sen, Bamm Revilla Jr. said, “We
are passing this {.)roposal to inform
- those who trample on our sovereign-
?' and destroy our natural resources
that) we wi]l not be muzzl
 Sen. Robinhood Padilla said the
hope of the Muslims for their claim
to Sabah has been revived because
IoFSB D927 YT eiE
Meaﬂr_\lwhﬂe, inaninterview yest:lra
day with Teleradyo Serbisyo, Tarri
' saxlgl China’s cougxter to the
 transparency strategy of the Philip-
e government on the situation in
e West Philippine Sea was to send
: out more trolls to flood social media.
“The approach now of China to
counter the transparency strategy of
the Phl government, particularly the
NTE-WPS, is to carry out information
operations to have more trolls and
‘pro-China mouthpieces to misinform
e Filipinos and for them to divide
our country and not be united against
China,” he said, referring to the
national task force, — Cecille Suerte
Felipe, Evelyn Macairan
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BFAR’s relief operations boost morale

sa Bajo de Masinloc (Compared to our
previous mission, the number of Filipino
fishing boats given aid has increased.
From 21 in the past, now it is at 44. This
is a good sign that means that our fish-
ermen who fish in Bajo de Masinloc have
increased),” BFAR spokesperson Nazario
Briguera said in a radio interview.

“Kaya tinitingnan namin ito bilang
isang magandang senyales Kasi ibig sabi-
hin nito ay na-bo-boost ‘yung morale ng
mga mangingisda, tumataas ang kanilang
tiwala sa pamahalaan na nandyan ang
pamahalaan para bigyan sila ng suporta
(So we look at this as a good sign because
it means that the morale of the fishermen
is boosted, their trust in the government
is increasing that the government is there
to give them support),” he added.

Briguera said that in its recent mission
to Bajo de Masinloc, BFAR they provided
aid to 44 Filipino fishers.

The BFAR said it has also provided
44,900 liters of diesel, 270 liters of drink-
ing water, and 20 gallons of fresh water
to the fishers.

Briguera said fishermen in Bajo de
Masinloc have so far caught at least 40
tons of fish.

The China Coast Guard (CCG) and Chi-
nese militia have been too busy monitor-
ing BFAR’s vessel, BRP Datu Sanday, to
interfere with the Filipino fishermen's
activities in Bajo de Masinloc, according
to the BFAR official.

Recently, the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) reported that the CCG blocked and
blinded BFAR’s vessel while heading to
Bajo de Masinloc to provide fuel aid to
Filipino fisherfolk on Feb. 22.

Briguera said the BFAR vessel still
managed to assist Filipino fishers.

The BFAR had earlier announced that
the Philippines has allocated at least 2.5
billion to purchase new floating assets to
increase the government’s presence and
accompany Filipino fishers in the West
Philippine Sea (WPS).

Per the BFAR spokesperson, the gov-

" ernment will purchase monitoring control
and surveillance (MCS) patrol vessels, food
boats, and ships this year.

The BFAR noted that around 90 percent
of the 385,300 fisherfolk in the vicinity of

i

ajo de Masinloc 1«

SHADOWED — China Coast Guard personnel onboard a rigid-hulled inflatable boat (right) shadows a
Philippine fishing boat (left) during the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) mission
to bring supplies to fishermen near the China-controlled Scarborough Shoal or Bajo de Masinloc
in the disputed South China Sea on Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024. The Philippines has accused the CCG
of attempting to block the Philippine government vessel BRP Datu Sanday delivering suppiies .0
fishermen, the second such alleged incident near a disputed reef in two weeks. (AFP/PCG)

the WPS have benefitted from the govern-
ment’s “LAYAG WPS” project or “LAYAG
West Philippine Sea.” LAYAG stands for
Livelihood Activities to Enhance Fisher-
ies Yield and Economic Gains from WPS.

LAYAG WPS intends to further liveli-
hood opportunities for the fisherfolk.

It stated that the nearly 400,000 fish-
erfolk who benefit from the project hail
from Marinduque, Occidental Mindoro,
Oriental Mindoro, Palawan, and Romblon
(Mimaropa), Region I, Region III, and the
National Capital Region (NCR). BFAR noted
that these regions are within the vicinity
of the WPS.

In July 2016, China’s nine-dash line
claims in the South China Sea were rejected
by the United Nations Permanent Court of
Arbitration. The case was brought by the
Philippines based on the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

It was recalled that Filipino fisherfolk
have cried foul over the alleged harass-
ment they experienced from foreign ves-
sels while they were fishing in Bajo de
Masinloc or Scarborough in 2021.

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) had
reported that a China Coast Guard ship
(CCG) directed a military-grade laser
light at a PCG vessel in Ayungi» Second
Thomas) Shoal, West Philijp ea
Feb. 6, 2023.

In December 2023, a CCG ship fire
water cannon on BFAR vesse! deliveriu
supplies to fisherfolk commu ties in Baje
de Masinloc. :

On Feb. 18, the BFAR disclosed reports
from Filipino fishers that Chinese fisher-
men are allegedly using cyanide to destroy
Bajo de Masinloc in an apparent bid to
discourage Filipinos from fishing in its
waters. (Jel Santos)
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By JEL SANTOS

he El Nifio phenomenon
. ®continues to wreak havoc on

the country, with damage to
agriculture sector surging to
$£357.4 million and impacting nearly
8,000 farmers.

To mitigate the impact of El Nifio,
hybrid rice seeds have been distrib-
uted to non-vulnerable areas, while
high-value crops like peanuts and
legumes are being procured for farm-
ers who want to shift to other plant
variety that require less water.

As of Feb. 25, the Department of
Agriculture (DA) said areas hit by El
Nifio are the Ilocos Region, Mimaropa
(Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon, and
Palawan), Western Visayas,
and Zamboanga Peninsula. > 7

SCORCHED — Walking on parched s0il,
farmer Raymond Dela Cruz inspects his
rice field located near the Pulilan-Baliuag
bypass road in Bulacan on Monday, Feb. 28,
2024, According to Dela Cruz, irrigation
came a month late for his farm that was
supposed to have been replanted last
January. (Mark Balmores)
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El Nifio damage to agri now at $357.4 M 1+

Affected crops

Of the recorded damage, the DA said
,9.54 percent is from rice, 16.98 percent
from corn, and 3.47 percent from high-
value crops (HVC).

The DA said the 5,011 hectares of rice
that were damaged represent 0.52 per-
cent of the entire target planted area, and
the 11,480 metric tons (MT) production
loss represents around 0.12 percent of
the projected output for the dry cropping
season this 2024.

In terms of corn, the DA reported that
the dry spell has affected 1,263 hectares
or 0.11 percent of the total target area
planted and that the 2,897 MT output
loss is equivalent to 0.06 percent of the
target production for the 2024 dry crop-
ping season.

Potential loses

“Potential production losses from
6,523 hectares affected by the dry spell
are estimated at 11,480 metric tons for
palay, 2,897 MT for corn, and 225 MT
for high-value crops,” the agency said.

The agriculture department noted
that most of the damage and losses on
rice, corn, and HVC are in their repro-
ductxve stage.

According to the DA, the hybrid rice

seeds have been distributed to non-
vulnerable areas in Western Visayas for
maximization of production to compen-
sate for the losses.

The agency said it will also provide
various vegetable seeds in Western Vi-
sayas and Ilocos Region.

Once procured the high-value crops
will be given to Region IX farmers who
choose to switch'to other crops, the DA
said.

The agriculture department said af-
fected regional field offices will verify
areas affected by drought to ascertain
if installing Shallow Tube Wells (STWs)
is feasible.

“However, there are no programmed
funds available for STWs, particularly
in rainfed areas in Region IX," it noted.

The DA added that water sources for
irrigation in affected areas in Region
VI rely on tributaries that are currently
drying up due to drought.

Assistance
for affected farmers
“List of affected farmers will be
endorsed to the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD) and
Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) for other forms of assistance,

including financial support.”

On Jan. 26, Agriculture spokesper-
son Assistant Secretary Arnel de Mesa
said they are hopeful that the country’s
agricultural sector can still produce 20

million MT of palay this year despite the

threat of El Nifio.

The agriculture department is bank-
ing on government measures to mitigate
the impact of El Nifo.

De Mesa said the agency’s primary
water management interventions include
the distribution of small-scale irrigation
projects and solar irrigation systems to
areas in the tail-end of the irrigation
systems and other areas having difficulty
accessing water.

He added that the agriculture de-
partment is conducting information
dissemination in El Nifio affected areas.

Water-saving
technique

During a meeting of Task Force El
Nifio on Feb. 12, Agriculture Assistant
Secretary for Operations U-Nichols
Manalo said the government will imple~
ment “Alternate Wetting and Drying
(AWD)” which uses less water for farm-
ing, and “Quick Turn Around” or QTA
which allows immediate rice replanting

right after harvest.

He said AWD is a water-saving tech-
nique that rice farmers can implement to
reduce their water use in irrigated fields.

QTA, on the other hand, is a method
in which all rice farmers replant imme-
diately after harvest rather than waiting
for the months of the following planting
season to begin.

Manalo stated that almost one mil-
lion farmers have been contacted by
the agriculture department to install
water-saving technology in about 15,000
hectares of rice areas.

The DA seeks to implement the quick-
turn-around strategy on more than
26,000 hectares.

Such measures; the agency said,
were implemented in compliance with
President Marcos’ Executive Order (EO)
No. 53 which orders the government to
streamline, reactivate, and reconstitute
the old El Nifio task forces under EO No.
16 (s. 2001) and Memorandum Order No.
38 (s. 2019). The EO was signed by the
President last Jan. 19.

The aforementioned executive order
mandates that the task group create a
thorough plan for El Nifio and La Nifia
readiness and recovery, to offer “sys-
tematic, holistic, and results-driven in-
terventions” to help the public deal with
and lessen their potentially catastrophic
impacts.
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" Tobacco farmers :
sa llocos, apektado ng
cigarette smuggling!

~ HINDI lang ang mga Pinoy ang pinapatay ng smuggied
cigarettes dahil sa masamang sangkap nito kundi magi

_ ang kabuhayan ng mga lokal na tobacco farmers sa llocos. -
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calsnaseaduﬁwnaneadnadel.

ng may ibapangha!ong di kanais-

suﬁ. ito

Aragu | Sa ulat kasi ng National Tobacco Adminis- 12

' tration (NTA) umaabot sa 2.2 milyong Pinoy ay kumikita

rettes sa Pinas, lalo na sa Mindanao aba
dm ang kita ng tobacco farmers.
Halos magdadalawang taon na sa trono si President
ngbong Marcos subalit wala pang binitiwang salita ito

' sa lokal na sigari al}g) Dahllnagrpanaangws;nwuﬁ?ndabag; ,

cigarettes
%maﬁgil ang cigarette smug ling, kung saan aabot sa nanangpanin

bil buwis ang nawaw: gobyemo.
Mlsmoggool Heheheﬁ( Uit

Ano pa nga bal
~ Kinumpirma ni John Unson na nagkalat an
u%gled cigarettes sa Cotabato C:lx Aniya, tinatangkili
nga mga adik sa siganlyp dah
lasa. Sinabi kasi ng mga health experts na itong

mga smuggled clgarettes ay may sangkap na toxic chemr—

elanganpabangl-memonze ‘yan? :

mura subalit naiiba
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May gmagawa
ba ang NIA?

NAGKABITAK—BH’AK naan layan sa Bula-
cao, Oriental Mindoro. Tgyu

g R W mEe
'“El?ipo&bmmw'mrﬁ'u
mngam Mﬂmprmm“pam

lm“Umllyak ang lsang glnang sapaﬂkat ang buki%

nasllangmpwmbmg, humihingi
%%mmumsla pmmmlaan.m
naang state of calamity sa Mindoro. Halos ganito
rin ang nararanasan sa Occidental Mindoro na marami
nargpalayan nah:yotdahilsaepeldongElNlm

Algb.nm:e ), umabotna sa

P15 mil on ang plnsa rlkultura sa Westemn
mboanga Pen kabu-

hayan ng 3 923 magsasaka mbln ugar

Iong'lprobhalyﬂn ng ulan. Ayon 3%%

tagtuyot a}:“ﬂ Apambabs. Pati sa I¥alawan ay
hammdaman m umano ang

Nagbabala noon pang nakara ggaon ang Na-
Resources

mamamayan sa % Ilsa h:'g
o Sﬁo Payonl nahuwag

pua-aksayaaﬂ-recyle ang ubig wumdongmg
*ﬂm“m.ﬁ i

paano ang mga
by &mm

a palayan
%ﬂ% e
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Agri damage climbs

~“to over P3STM

THE Departmentof Agriculture (DA)
is set for-another rollout of aid to
farmers as the country’s agriculture
suffered P357.38 million worth of dam-
age and losses due to the strong and
mature El Nifio. :
* According to its latest bulletin re-
leased on Sunday, the DA said 7,668
farmers are affected in the Ilocos Re-
gion, Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marindu-
e, Romblon, and Palawan), Western

x

-Visayas,and Zamboanga Peninsula. © -

Maijority oflosses were recorded in

rice production, affecting 11,480 met-
ﬁémglswor&tmmbﬂowed
by corn, 2,897 MT worth P60.70 mil-
lion, and high-value crops (HVC), 225
' MT, amounting to P12.41 million.
“The Department of Agriculture
will distribute vegetable seeds in’
Western Visayas and Tlocos Regions
- aswell as planting materials for high-
value crops that

" the Zam| Peninsula,” the DA-
Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-
mentOperations Centersaid.

- torin

require less waterin -

_Besides the distribution of vegeta-
ble seedsand planting materials, the
DA shall ‘also promote the use of
drought-resistant crop varieties and

areas with low rainfalllevels, = -
“The DA continuously adopts the
alternatewetti i that

has reduced water consumptioninrice -
-fields. The agency is also considering *

.(the) use of solar-powered irrigation
systems to au%ment water supply in
areas vulnerable todrought,” itadded.

The department earlier started its

_cloud-seeding operationsin Cagayan
Valley and distributed hybtid riceseeds
and
Visayas. ; ¢

The DA, meanwhile, vowed to
continuously help theagriculture sec-

of Social Welfare and Development

(DSWD)and the DepartmentofLabor

and Employment (DOLE), through
endorsements for financial ;nd liveli-
hood assistance.

rtilizers to farmers in Western -

ipwith theDepartment *

. PNA
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JA5SA BAWAT BAKANTENG LOTE HALAMANAN AT.GULAYAN: 8 T e 27 ey
(MARCOS PUSHES FOR NATIONWIDE COMRUNITY GARDENS = R

Food security

LIKE in the past, food security remains to be
one of the major concerns of President Mar-
cos's six-year administration, which ends on
June 30, 2028.

Doubtless, the more than 110 million Filipinos.
notabtigraﬂle poor, welcomed this, knowing full
well that there's that urgent need to win the
battle against hunger.

Some quarters even fear that the EINino weath-
er phenomenon now raging in the Philippines,
may make it hard for the government to achieve
food security .-

But others believe that the key to attaining
food security is the successful implementation |
of the Marcos adrmnisti'ation s "Gulayan sa

; Barangay Program."
~ Aproject of the Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG), it calls for the estab-
lishment of "Commumty Gardens" throughout
the coun

In his "Bagong P]hpmas campaign, Marcos
said: "Sa mga barangay, ang kaayusan at kalin-
isan ay gawin nating tuloy-tuloy. Ang bawat ba-
kanteng lote...ay gawing halamanan at gulayan.”

Before President Marcos came into power in
2022, there were only 2,000 "Community Gar-
dens" in the country, accordmg to DILG Under-
secretary Chito Valmocina.

Today, there are now 27,000 "Community

- Gardens" under the auspices of barangay offi-
cials and employees.

Also involved in the "Gulayan sa Barangay"
programare the Department of Agriculture (DA)
and the Department of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR). -

Certainly, the peo le "now rea]]ze" the impor-
tance of setting up ' ommumty Gardens" as the
government pursues its multi-pronged food se-
curity programs. Page ___of
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EL NINO OMEN Farmer Réymond dela Cruz, 33, checks a portion of his dry rice field along the Pulilan—BaIluag

Bypass Road in Bulacan on Monday. Dela Cruz said they harvested rice from the
planted anew last January, but the waterfrom irrigatiohjirst arrived this month
Nifo. MannyPalmero :

field last December and should have
'ind!catfng a water shortage due to El
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y is my coffee

SO expensive?
Supply chain woes of SMEs

with women coffee farmers

from Mindanao and they all
had the same issues about logis-
ties. From the rugged road of their
town to Davao City, a small farmer
is at a loss on how to navigate the
supply chain challenges. She can
send her produce by bus and ask
the conductor to drop the coffee
off at a station in Pasay City, or go
to a proper cargo agent. The cargo

Ihad recently been in touch

service will, of course, charge her .

volume weight, making her land-
ed price uncompetitive.

Another woman farmer
checked several ways to trans-
port the produce: through a
cargo agent, by hitching with a
. wingvan filled with bananas on
its way to Balintawak market in
Quezon City, or leaving it with a
consolidator to figure out a way
to Manila. T happened to check on
their final decision: they decided
.on a truck that would travel three
days from Dayao to Manila, and
one had to pay on a per sack basis.

Those are the options for the
micro-, small- and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMES).

Now, let’s take alook at bigbusi-
ness. They consolidate the goods
in a container van, load it onto a
barge or a boat, and do it the way
multinationals and big corpora-
tions do. The result? Cheaper
freight, and cheaper landed cost.

And for coffee, that is okay be-
cause green coffee is not perish-
able under a constant moisture
level. But what about fruits? The
truck the coffee farmer hitched
with was full of crated green ba-
nanas on their way to Balintawak.
Why should Balintawak in Luzon
get bananas from Davao, you may
ask? Itis because the truck will be
loaded with something to bring
back from Manila — something
not found in Davao, That is called
trade. But for fresh fruits, this
system does not support the “buy

MAP INSIGHTS
CHIT U. JUAN

fresh, buy lgcal"" movement. I am
sure the bananas were unripe,
and then would be sprayed with
ripening agents to be ready for
the market when the tired ba-
nanas reached their destination.
As we were discussing this

situation, I found out that since

these indigenous people (IPs) own’
ancestral domains, they just give
them up, sell their ancestral rights
to big corporations, and stop being
small farmers completely. Soon,
we will no longer have small farm-
ers because of these reasons: chal-
lenges in logistics, difficult access
to markets, and lack of capital.

BUY LOCAL gt '

With coffee as the exception be-
cause it is not as perishable as ba-
nanas or tomatoes, we should really
encourage buying only from nearby
or local sources. Davao must sell its
produce to Davao or anywhere else
in Mindanao which has a great road
network. But try sending produce

from Cagayan de Oro to Manila. Try

anywhere to Manila. You would no
longer wonder why only big com-
panies get to transport fruits from
Davao to Manila supermarkets. It
is more expensive to ship anything
from Mindanao to Manila.

Is consolidation the only
answer? ,
.~ What happens to small produc-
ers if this is the case? You have
to submit to consolidators if you
want to reach Manila, or survive by
just selling to local buyers in which
case you do not need to find trans-
port and have additional costs.

GIS!

for carrying my goods? Ingenious
ways are the only recourse of a small
producer. By chance, this farmer

* foundahuge truck on its way to Ma- -
 nila which had room for her goods.
. The truck would take approximate-

ly three days to travel from Davao to
Quezon City. Ifyouloaded eggs, they
would have hatched by now.

Of course, there are boats and
cargo ships. But it costs a lot to
ship and takes two to three weeks
to be delivered to your doorstep.
‘What can a small farmer do to par-
ticipate in cross island trading?

Like I said, it is okay for coffee
as it is not perishable in its raw
state. But what about fruits and
vegetables?

~ Here are two good examples
of hope. s b g ey

"I found out about an app devel- -
oped by a group which points you
1o a “bagsakan” or depotin Quezon
province, and one would know in
advance what vegetables or fruits
are available by using the app. Now
that is a good development for
supply chain developers — to use
technology to connect farmers to
consumers, whether B to B or B
to C. My friend said that using this
app leads you to a depot in Sariaya,
Quezon where the produce is gath-
ered. Apparently, this depot was
resurrected by former Agriculture
Chief Proceso Alcala and now is
managed professionally.

* Another example is the Nueva
Vizcaya Agricultural Terminal
and Trading Center (NVAT) up
north. A private company, Aboitiz
Equity Ventures, Inc., has put up
Fresh Depot which is a cold stor-
age. This is a good development
to prevent food waste and give
farmers a leg up in maintaining
the farmgate prices.
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danao do with its produce? Maybe

we can replicate the successful
models of Luzon in the South and
mmwmmwMMMMﬁm
ahortagés andEl‘N'xﬁoaetsm I

'We should think about im-
proving supply chain facilities for

thesma]lfarmer,thei?s,hnﬂnot— ]

' Justletﬂ:emgweupmfavorofblg
business. Our development must
beinclusive so we can still have
farmers in the ﬁext’ﬂgenera’tron‘
and ensure food secmity
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~ In the meantime, for coffee

- farmers, we ‘need access to better

and more efficient supply chain
optlons ‘Or you will just have to
pay for it in the price of your daily
brew. ‘Next time you order Sulu
coffee, please do not conﬁ:lam :
about its l:ugh price. It came from
a faraway land and is benéﬁtmg a

small prédﬁcer who, desp:te the

odds, keeps farming coffee. The
price of coffee is a function oﬂabor
pl’usalotofdlstril‘ﬁfhdnwsts. n
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editorial .._
UN: Climate change
and food insecurity
threaten global peace

LIMATE change and food insecurity are intertwined chal-

lenges that have far-reaching implications for global peace and

security. The consequences of 'cﬁmate change, such as rising
temperatures, extreme weather events, and changing rainfall pat-
terns, directly impact food production systems, leading to decreased
agricultural yields, disrupted supply chains, and increased food pric-
es. These effects are particularly devastating in vulnerable regions -
where communities heavily rely on agriculture for their livelihoods
and sustenance. :

e 2% @07,\4
! BACE . A

From the Associated Press: United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres recently warned that climate chaos and food crises are increasing
threats to global peace, telling a high-level UN meeting that climate disasters

~ imperil food production and “empty bellies fuel unrest.” (Read the story in
BUSINESSMIRROR: “UN chief warns climate disasters and food crises
threaten global peace: ‘Empty bellies fuel unrest,” February 14, 2024).

' Guterres emphasized that climate disasters are jeopardizing food produc-
tion worldwide, leading to empty bellies and fueling unrest. The devastat-
ing relationship between hunger and conflict is evident in numerous regions
around the world. In war-torn areas like Gaza, Syria, and Myanmar, millions
of people suffer from chronic hunger, exacerbating the instability and misery
caused by ongoing conflicts. The consequences of climate change and conflict
are intertwined, creating a vicious cycle that perpetuates human suffering.

Simon Stiell, the United Nations climate chief, cited the urgent need for
immediate and sustained action to mitigate climate change and build resil-
ience. With one in 10 people already experiencing chronic hunger, the situa-
tion will only worsen if climate change continues unabated. Greenhouse gas
emissions must be reduced, and measures to adapt to achanging climate must
be implemented promptly. ' BAXE

The United Nations Security Council, as the world’s most powerful body
responsible for international peace and security, hasa crucial role toplay inad-
dressingtHesepressingissues. Regularupdatesonclimate securityrisksshould
be requested, acknowledging that the problem will not simply disappear. The
council must recognize the intricate connection between climate change, con-
flict, and food security and take meaningful steps to address them collectively.

Beth Bechdol, deputy director of the UN Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, said there’s clear evidence that climate change increases the risks and
drivers of conflict and instability. Disputes over land and water resources are
intensified by changing climatic conditions, leading to tensionsbetween herd-
ers and farmers, as seen in West and Central Africa. The impact of climate
change extends beyond livestock to crop production, fishing, and forestry, all
of which are essential for food security.

It is crucial for the international community to prioritize agriculture as

a key solution to the growing threats posed by climate change, conflict, and

* their impact on food security. Sustainable agricultural practices, investment
inresilientfarming systems, and the empowerment of small-scale farmersare
vital steps in building a more food-secure and climate-resilient world.

The impact of climate change and food insecurity on international peace
and security cannotbeignored. Theseissuesareintricatelylinked to therule of
law, democracy, and governance, as highlighted by President Mohamed Irfaan
Ali of Guyana. The international community must recognize that addressing
climate change and food crises is not only a matter of environmental concern
but also a fundamental necessity for achieving global peace and stability.

The warnings issued by the United Nations leadership regarding climate
change, conflict, and food insecurity demand immediateattention and action.
The scarcity of food resources and the resulting hunger and malnutrition can
destabilize societies and fuel conflicts. The international community, particu-
larly the UN Security Council, must prioritize theseinterconnected challenges
and work together to mitigate climate change, address food crises, and builda of
mareneacefinl and sustainable future for the eightbillion people onthe planet.
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On energy and food security (part 1)

in the power industry,

which started when I was
agpointed as the President and
CEO of SN Aboitiz Power in 2007.
At that time, the Company par-
ticipated in the reforms initiated
by the Electric Power Industry
Reform Act or EPIRA to acquire
the operations of Magat Hydro
located in Ramon, Isabela and
Alfonso Lista, Ifugao. We con-
sider these privatization efforts
to be a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity as these assets are quite
valuable to the grid.

Recently, I was made aware
that Magat dam’s reservoir to
start the new year is more or less
at 182 meters above sea level watg
below its maximum water de
of 193 meters. This means that
there is already lower water al-
location for Magat Hydro, as well
as the irrigation of nearby pa-
lay- ing service areas.

is is not new. Managing the
scarce resource of water for hydro
power generation and irrigation
systemsis a yet under-
stated endeavor that sectors
try to reconcile every year, especial-
during the hot summer season.
someone in the power ind ;

my profession demands that 1
about how the supply of water will
affect the operation of the coun-
try’s hydro power plants. After all,
co t 13% of our

he month of February
2024 marks my 17th year

rises
nation’s ilggtalled el
ation i
about 9 %oss power
tion in gigawatt hours'.
This strengthened my appre-
ciation of the merits of having
a diversified energy{amhr. When
the water supply is lacking, pre-
ctably during the summer
months and especiallr\(r amidst
an El Nifio, we can look to other
energy sources like coal, natural
ﬁ:s, and/or solar to hefp fill in
e gaps in generation to con-
tinuously power our businesses,
communities, and households.
As a family man, my instinct is
to also think about how the wa-
ter supply will affect the food on
our 1e; especi ]hrice, ;lvhich
is a staple in every Filipino home.
Water 1’; also very m? rtant to
agriculture, with a well-managed
field requiring about 2,600 liters
to produce one kilo of rice.
In Magat’s case, the
are buﬁi})trto .8 Wa-
ter igation 5,000
hectares g%irrigamd and in Isabela,
Ifugao and neighboring provinces.

Hence, it is essential that we work

when dry s year
a is‘ex-
to thess?ms“am

The point I'm trying to make
is that the sup;gly of water direct-
ly affects both food production
and electricity
same trend is observed in other
parts of the economy as other re-
sources are also scarce and have
inherent opportunity costs. Then
comes climate change which adds
more pressure to an already com-
plex and strained system of sup-
ply and demand.

When you think of it, Magat—
being a multi-purpose dam—is
a perfect representation of the
relationships  between
energy, agriculture, and climate

. It captures

theme of this column, which
strives to point out connections
across corréplex social realities and
understand that things inlife aren’t
as dlslomted as we sometimes
make it out to be. When even a
is off tune,

tes into

ona
it is noticeable as it

the sound produced by a strum.Cul
Water, energy, agriculture,
and climate determine life
ang deamn:lecause food, shelter,

and personal security are amon,

man’s most basic ne?ds. i
I have said that I only know
two things: that climate change
is real and that our global soci-
ety needs to transition to clean-
er sources of energy. The reality
of climate has brought
ttg the fore how countries design

eir respective energy mixes.
Consg::nnt withergyy point, an
energy transition is more complex
than just adding more and more
renewable energy and removing
traditional power plants. An ener-
gy system—like hgafat—dm not
exist in a vacuum. It is ingrained
in the ecosystem that it supports,

neration. The-

CHORDS
EMMANUEL V. RUBIO,
ABOITIZ POWER CORP. PRESIDENT AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
touching on multiple socio-eco-
nomic realities andp influenced by
each respective local context.
In our own context, the Phil-

'igﬂines needs continuous, stable,

le, and secure electricity for
the attainment of man’s most ba-
sic needs and beyond. This means
counteracting the intermittencies
brought about by the influx of vari-
able renewable energy sources like
solar and wind through compli-
mentary traditional power sources,
as well as modern energy storage
systems, that can do the job.

scarce critical

sunli%llit as mlmhc&nvert it
into electricity. ippines,
a hectare of land can be alent
to either a m tt of solar power
( ideal conditions)
or about four metric tons of rice each
year. Such is a tradeoff that we need
to think about, and it will be the sub-

ject of the next edition of Chords.
H###
Chords is the column of

Emmanuel V. Rubio—biker, music

AbotticPmier. I teferences Manvis
er. anny’s

] ing the guitar and
e o hom i o i
subtleties of strumming produce
unique melodies when the sounds of
individual strings are blended togeth-
er, much like the elements of indusiry,
corporations, and life.

" Source: https:/fwww.doe.gov.ph/sitesdefaultffiles/pdffenergy _statistics/01. Summary®%200f%202022%20Power%20Statistics.pdf
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The dam

— which caters to
- 85,000 hectares of
irrigated land and
houses the 360 MW




””‘““Rlse in rice prices

inevitable due
to surging cost
of oil — PBBM

* By BETHEENA UNITE

High prices of rice in the Philip-

pines are inevitable, President Marcos
said in response to a question of a let- |
ter sender if “BBM” stands for “Bigas |

Biglang Mahal.”

The President explained that it is

~of rice in the country, considering the

|
unavoidable to see a rise in the prices |
i

increasing prices of oil that
* impacts cost production. > 1

Rise in rice prices inevitable due
to surging cost of oil — PBBM 1«

He said dealing with rice prices is not
only a serious problem in the Philippines,
but also in other Asian countries, including
top rice producers Vietnam and Thailand
that are also affected by the “external
shocks” such as the movement of oil
prices, and other issues.

“Hindi natin maiwasan na makita na

talagang nagiging problema ang pagtaas
ng presyo ng bigas dito sa Pilipinas. Pero
kung titignan po natin kahit na yung mga
nag-e-export na mga bansa ay tumataas
din ang presyo, halos katumbas lang ng
pagtaas dito sa Pilipinas (It is inevitable
to see that the rising prices of rice in the
Philippines is becoming a serious problem.

But if you look at other rice-exporting

.countries, the prices of rice are also al-

most equivalent to the Philippines),”
Marcos said. >

He, however, assured that the govern-
ment is doing all it can to ensure sufficient
supply of rice in the market and hoped
that the prices would eventually stabilize.

“Ginagawa natin lahat upang ang
produksyon natin ay maging sapat na
hindi na tayo nag-iimport, mababawasan
ang mga inputs, kung tawagin para sa
ating mga farmer at sana naman ay ma-

stabilize man lang natin yung presyo ng
bigas (We are doing everything we can to .
ensure ample production so we would not
have to import and decrease inputs, as
well as be able to stabilize prices of rice),”
Marcos said.

The chief executive answered several
questions and letters received by the Office
of the President from “Bahay Ugnayan,”
ranging from politics, rice prices, and
jeepney modernization program, among
other national issues through his vlog on
Sunday, Feb. 25.
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“ _PBBM: RICE PRICE

HIKE A

THE issue on the prices of
rice is not in the Philip-
pinesalonebutinthewhole
of Asia.
PresidentFeridinand R.
Marcos made the state-
mentinresponse toaques-
ton fromaletter sender to
. the Office of the President
through Bahay Ugnayan,
askingif “BBM” stands for
“Bigas Biglang Mahal.”
Marcos clarified the in-
crease in prices of rice is
experienced globallyandnot
specific to the Philippines.
“Hindinatinmaiwasan
namakita, talagang nagig-
ing problema ang pagtaas
ng presyong bigas dito sa
Pilipinas. Pero, kung titig-
nan ponatinkahitna’yung
mga nag e-export na mga

* bansaay tumataasdinang

presyo nila, halos katum-
baslang ng pagtaas ditosa
Pilipinas,” the President
answered.

The Presidentsaid stud-
ies were made to observe

LS

.

g

the prices of rice in the
Philippines compared to
thetopriceexporting coun-
tries like Viet Nam and
Thailand, itshowed “exter-
nal shocks” such as the
movementofoil priceshas

AL ISSUE

madeaneffect, proving the
problemaffects theregion.

President Marcos as-
sured the government is
doing all it can to ensure
sufficientsupply of riceand
tostabilize prices of rice in
the country.

“Ginagawa natin lahat
upang naman ang
produksyonnatinay mag-
ing sapat na hindi na tayo
nag-iimportmababawasan
angmgainpufs, kungtawa-
ginparasaatingmga farmer
atsananamanay ma-stabi-
lize manlang natin ‘yung
presyo ng bigas,” he said.

The President
stressed the government
is doing all it can to en-
sureasufficientsupply of
riceinthemarket. ~ PCO
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Corn, soybeans recover

SINGAPORE— Chicago corn

MMMMW]&!
prices by short-

after the market dropped

to its lowest level in more than
thucywshs&we&,weg]mi

((mnmwpmmmmh
3/4 a bushel, having dropped to
nsbwutmNmM

kntwuk
M%p:m o

511.45 a bushel and wheat
0.5 percent atﬁ?l-:’of&taw

Immcimm— 1
Iy used to feed animals and as a
hﬂ:l,ampmmﬁglﬂlmnkm
prices, which have dropped almost _
12 percent so far in 2024.

'US farmers held a whopping 7.83

lﬁmhmhkofmsung:\

I:msmhhmssd’D:cl,

| &emmﬁthhadup
16 percent from a nine-year low in.
.MM,MI)US‘
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Indonesia allocates 1.6M metric tons
for additional rice imports this year

A worker arranging a rice sack at a warehouse in Jakarta. (Reuters Photo)

JAKARTA- Indonesia has allo-
cated an additional quota of 1.6
million metric tons of rice for
import for this year on top of 2
million tons previously approved,
an official said on Monday, an-
ticipating lower domestic output in
the January-March harvest.

The trade ministry is working
to issue the import permits for
the additional allocation, ministry
official Arif Sulistiyo said during
a weekly government mecting
streamed live.

Indonesia imported 3.06 million
tons of the grain in 2023, close to
a record.

Southeast Asia’s biggest econ-
omy is expected to produce 32
million tons of rice this year, up
from 30.9 million tons in 2023, but
production in the early months is
expected to be disrupted by the
impact of last year’s drought.

January-March rice outpat is

1 expected to be 2.82 million tons
lower compared to the same
month last year, Arif said.

Meanwhile, at retail level, rice
has sold with prices above the
government-set cap due to con-
cerns of supply.

Indonesian farmer Watthyono
typically starts planting his small
rice field in November but this

season he began only in January,
when rains finally arrived after
months of drought caused by an
especially strong El Nino weather
phenomenon.

“Normally it rains daily in
January. This year, it is differ-
” Wardiyono, 58, said by
phone from Java’s Klaten regency
south of the city of Surakarta.
Wardiyono, who has one name
like many Indonesians, said some
days it was completely dry and
for several days is has been just
short spells of rain.

The planting delays and lack
of rain Wardiyono is experienc-
ing point to the likelihood of a
worse-than-expected rice harvest
and higher imports in 2024 in the
world’s fourth-largest consumer
of the staple. The Indonesian
government is expecting the
usual March-April peak harvest
to be delayed by a2 month because
of the below normal precipita-
tion in}zvz, the country’s key rice
growing region.

Lower Indonesian rice output
may tighten supplies at a time
pnm are already near their lnghcst
since 2008 amid lower output in
top exporters Thailand, Vietnam
and India.

The London-based Interna-

tional Grains Council forecasts
another decline in Indonesian

rice output this year after El Nino

. curtailed the 2023 harvest, IGC

analyst Peter Clubb said.

“El Nino has had quite a size-
able impact on Indonesia, leading
to much reduced rainfall. This
will likely see Indonesia’s imports
remain above average in 2024,”
he said.

Indonesia’s initial forecast for 32
million metric tons of tice output
in 2024 has been undercut by pre-
dictions that rice output in January
and February is expected to drop
46 percent from a yearago to 2.25
million tons.

Typically, planting for Indone-
sia’s main rice crop begins with the
start of the wet season in October,
with harvesting in February-April.
The country produces two rice
crops, with the harvest during
the October-April wet season ac-
counting for 55 percent of annual
output.

Signs of the expected 2024 de-
cline are apparent with the farm
ministry reporting the area planted
with rice in the fourth quarter of
2023 dropped to 2.91 million hec-
tares (7.2 million acres), below the
target of 3.53 million hectares (8.7
million acres). - Reuters
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