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DA probes sale of NFA

rice stocks at low prices

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The Department of Agriculture
(DA) has started an investigation
into claims that officials of the
National Food Authority (NFA)
sold thousands of tons of rice to
' certain traders at a “disadvanta-
geous” price to the government.

Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. has
created a panel to review
documents and hold interviews to
establish the facts onthe supposed
sale of NFA rice stocks to uniden-
tified traders without the usual
bidding process.

According to the agri-
culture department, the rice
stocks were sold at P25 per
kilo when these were purchased,
in the form of palay, at P23 per ki-
logram.

Agriculture Assistant Secre-
tary Arnel de Mesa did not pro-
vide more information about
the transactions nor identify the
officials investigating the claim,
but he clarified that Tiu Laurel
wanted to establish the facts and
determine whether there were
really irregularities or the claims
were spawned by bureaucratic
intrigue.

“[The secretary] wants the
truth to come out as soon as
possible, what really happened.
For all we know, this could only
have stemmed from internal
squabbles,” De Mesa said.

“Actually, there'’s been a lot of
finger-pointing inside and outside

PROBE UNDERWAY An investigation is underway into claims
that tons of rice stocks were sold by National Food Authority
officials without the usual bidding and at a loss to the govern-

ment. —INQUIRER FILE PHOTO

the NFA, so the secretary himself
announced the investigation to
bring out the truth,” he added.
On Tuesday, Tiu Laurel said
the DA does not “brush aside
reports of impropriety” against
its officials and any government

_agency is welcome “to conduct

their own probe to ferret out
the truth.”

He also warned that the
“harshest penalty under the law”
would be meted out to those who
profit at the expense of farmers,
fishers and consumers.

Agency's explanation

“We are custodians of gov-
ernment funds—monies to be
spent for the benefit of Fili-
pinos, especially farmers and
fisherfolk. Taxpayers' money
shouldn’t be squandered to line
anybody’s pockets,” he said.

NFA Administrator Roderi-
co Bioco, however, explained

that the agency was allowed to
dispose of aging stocks up to 10
percent lower than the mandat-
ed price (floor price of P22.50
per kg up to the maximum man-
dated ceiling price of P25 per
kg) as well as damaged stocks
for at least P6.50 per kg.

“The current NFA man-
agement was able to responsi-
bly dispose [of] its rice stocks
to government accounts by
stretching to maximum shelf-
life, minimizing the sale of re-
sidual volume to other accounts
by implementing stricter guide-
lines and safeguards,” Bioco
said in a statement posted on
the People’s Television Net-
work’s website on Wednesday.

He added that the NFA Coun-
cil has been asked to raise the
mandated maximum selling price
for their old rice stocks because
palay prices were much higher
than their maximum price, mak-

ing it difficult for the agency to in-
crease or replace its buffer stock.

The NFA said the prevailing
prices of clean and dry varieties
ranged from P25 to P30 per kg
as opposed to its buying price .
of P23 a kilo. :

The agency is mandated to
maintain an optimal rice inven-
tory and dispose of it in case of
emergencies and calamities un-
der the Rice Tariffication Law.
It can source palay only directly
from local producers.

The NFA said it is required
to keep and release 99.9 percent
‘of its stocks in “good and con-
sumable condition.”

As for the sold rice stocks,
Bioco explained that while
these were sold for P25 per kg,
they still need to be remilled
before these could be released
to consumers.

Other programs

Moving forward, the NFA
plans to implement a con-
tract-growing scheme to re-
quire farmers who received
seeds and fertilizer from the DA
to sell 10 percent of their crop,
up to 10 bags per hectare per
year, at P23 per kg on a clean
and dry basis.

The food agency is coordi-
nating with the DA’s National
Rice Program and the Nation-
al Irrigation Administration to
implement the program which
can generate at least 500,000
metric tons of palay for the
NFA. v '
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By KHRISCIELLE E. YALAD

In a bid to protect the country’s
lush marine resources, develop the
fisheries industry and fisherfolks, the

Philippine delegation to the World -
Trade Organization (WTO) has rati-

fied the Fisheries Subsidies Agreement

(FSA) on Feb. 27. !
Department of Trade and Industry

(DTI) Secretary Alfredo E. Pascual

‘and Department of Agriculture (DA)

Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr.
submitted the Philippines’ Instru-
ment of Ratification to WTO Direc-
tor-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
during the 13th WTO Ministerial Con-

ference (MC13) in Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates.

Under the FSA, subsidies that-will
contribute to illegal, unreported,
and unregulated (IUU) fishing are
prohibited. Subsidies that are related
to overfished stocks and unregulated
high seas fishing are also banned.

- For development of small-scale

fisherfolks, the FSA allows more

LIBRARY
DEPY. OF AGRICULTURE

FISHERIES SUBSIDIES AGREEMENT — Shown in photo (from L to R) are Department of Trade and
Industry (DT1) Secretary Fred Pascual, World Trade Organization (WT0) Director-General Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala, and Department of Agrlculture (DA) Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr. during
the ratification of the Fisheries Subsidies Agreement at the 13TH WTO0 Mlnlsterial Conference
in Dabu Dhabi, United Arah Emlrates on Feh. 27, 2024.

flexible subsidy options to develop-
ing and least-developed nations,
with subsidy provisions of up to and
within the exclusive economic zone

(EEZ) for two years from the date the

agreement entered into force.
Pascual noted that the agreement

also “allows members to grant subsi-

dies for disaster relief under certam
conditions to support flsherfolksf
impacted by natural disasters.” |
“This is vital to the Philippines,
being a climate-vulnerable coun’_cry,I
especially since small-scale anﬂf
artisanal fisherfolks are heavily i 11'1'1,r
pacted by strong typhoons and t
increasing sea temperatures exace
bated by climate change,” explained

- Pascual.

Technical assistance from the
WTO Fisheries Funding Mechanism
can also be obtained by the country
as a party to the agreement.

Okonjo-Iweala expressed her
delight in the Philippines' formal
acceptance of the FSA.

!This action demonstrates a
strong endorsement of the WTO by
the Philippines, as well as its dedi-
cation to preserving our oceans for
the people who rely on them for
livelihood and food security, and for
fostering global cooperation in our
shared aspiration for sustamablhty, it
she said.
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stocks. In the future, when NFA
has modernized, the distress sell-
ing could be avoided as the shelf
life is longer and there is more
time to allow the disposition of
the stocks in best condition to
the preferred purpose - calamity
relief,” the agency said.

NFA added the NFA Council
allows the disposition of aging
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Modernization to prevent sale of aging rice stocks

THE National Food Author-
ity (NFA) said modernization
measures which, among other
things, would improve the shelf
life of rice, will help prevent the
practice of selling old stocks of
the grain.

The NIA said the Department
of Agriculture (DA) secured fund-
ing for a P93-billion modernization

program involving the acquisition
of mechanical dryers, silo storage,
modern rice mills and warehouses
with controlled climate system to
handle 1.2 million metric tons of
pa.la} equivalent to a 15-day strate-
gic rice resetrve,

The agency made this statement
after DA Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jr. ordered an investigation

into allegations the NFA sold thou-
sands of tons of rice to certain
traders at a price disadvantageous
to government.

NFA said in a statement yes-
terday “distress selling” through
bidding of rice stocks is done
instead of re-milling as this entails
additional processing, logistics and
recovery of loss costs to make the

MODERNIZATION

stocks acceptable to consumers.
“To avoid these costs, NFA can
opt to sell at the highest mandated
price to qualified commercial buy-
ers on as-1s where-is, no-selection
and first-in first-out bases and first
come-first serve basis, meaning the
first buyer gets to buy the oldest

See MODERNIZATION > Page A2

stocks up to 10 percent lower than
the mandated price or a P22.50 per
kg floot price up to the maximum
mandated ceiling of P25 per kg
and damaged stocks for at least
P6.50 per kg,

“Meantime, NFA management
has recommended to the NFA
Council to increase the mandated
maximum selling price of NFA

rice. The current NFA manage-
ment was able to responsibly
dispose its rice stocks to govern-
ment accounts by stretching to
maximum shelf-life, minimizing
the sale of residual volume to
other accounts by implementing
stricter guidelines and safeguards,”
NFA said.

Tiu Laurel eatlier created a

panel to look into allegations
that certain NFA officials al-
legedly authorized the sale of
milled rice stored in the agency’s
warehouse for P25 per kg with-
out bidding and after purchasing
the grains in palay form at P23
pet kg.

“We do not brush aside re-
ports of impropriety against

officials of the DA, regardless
of the source. We also welcome
any government agency who
may wish to conduct their own
probe to ferret out the truth,”
said Tiu Laurel, in an earlier
statement. DA spokesperson
Arnel De Mesa, told reporters
yesterday the panel started the
review of available documents

and inquiries.

“There’s a lot of finger pomt—
ing, a lot of them accusing both
those inside and outside the
NFA. What the secretary wants
is the truth so he himself initi-
ated the conduct of a probe and
he wants to learn what really
happened,” De Mesa said. - Jed
Macapagal
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Small fisherfolk to gain from fisheries deal

THE Philippines has ratified the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies
(FSA), a crucial step towards
curbing harmful subsidies and
safeguarding the world’s depleting
fish stocks.

The Department of Trade and
Industry (DTT).in-a statement yes-
terday said the Philippines depos-
ited its instrument of acceptance
of the FSA on February 27 in
time for the 13th WTO Ministerial
Conference (MC13) in Abu Dhabi.

The Philippines is the 70th
member to accede to the FSA
whose provision would benefit the
country’s small-scale and artisanal
fisherfolks, who fish within their
respective municipal waters.

One such provision in FSA
provides flexibility to developing
and least-developed countries to
provide subsidies up to and within
the exclusive economic zone for
two years from the date of entry
into force of the Agreement.

FSA prohibits subsidies that
contribute to illegal, unreported,
and unregulated fishing, subsidies
concerning overfished stocks, and
subsidies for fishing in the unregu-
lated high seas.

DTI Secretary Fred Pascual of
the Deand Department of Agricul-

~ture (DA).Seeretary-Lrancisco. Tiu-

Laurel, Jr. presented the country’s
Instrument of Ratification to
WTO Director-General Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala.

“The agreement allows mem-
bers to grant subsidies for disaster
relief under certain conditions to
support fisherfolks impacted by
natural disasters. This is vital to
the Philippines, being a climate-
vulnerable country, especially since
small-scale and artisanal fisherfolks
are heavily impacted by strong
typhoons and the increasing sea
temperatures exacerbated by cli-
mate change.”

Moreover, the Philippines can
avail of technical assistance from

Pascual (left) and Laurel (right) present the document of accession to the FSA to
Okonjo-lweala in Abu Dhabi on February 27.

the WTO Fisheries Funding Mech-
anism to assist in implementing the
disciplines and obligations of the
Agreement.

The agreement was adopted at

the 12th WTO Ministerial Confer-
ence in June 2022 and will enter
into force once two-thirds of the
WTO Membership have ratified
it.- Irma Isip
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PHL accedes to WTO accord
against harmful fish subsidies

By ANDREA E. SAN JUANY @andreasanjuan

ANILA has deposited its
instrument of acceptance of
the World Trade Organization
(WTO) agreement on Fisheries Subsidies
(FSA), an accord meant to safeguard the
world’s depleting fish stocks and curb

harmful subsidies.

o

As the 70th Member to accede
to the Agreement, the Philippines,
represented by Trade and Industry
Secretary Alfredo E. Pascual and

‘Agriculture Secretary Francisco P.

“Tiu Laurel Jr.. submitted the coun-

“try’s Instrument of Ratification
to WTO Director-General Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala at the 13th WTO
Ministerial Conference (MC13) in
Abu Dhabi on February 27, 2024.

WTO members adopted the
agreement on Fisheries Subsidies
atthe 12th Ministerial Conference
in June 2022. For the Agreement
to enter into force, two-thirds or
110 of WTO members must for-

- mally accept the Protocol of the

Aaresmant nn Richariae Quheidies

by depositing an “instrument of
acceptance” with theintergovern-
mental organization,

WTO said 40 acceptances: re-
main for the entry into force of the
Agreement.

In a statement on Wednesday,
the Department of Trade and In-
dustry (DTI) said the FSA prohibits
subsidies that contribute to illegal,
unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing, subsidies concerning over-
fished stocks, and subsidies for fish-
ing in the unregulated high seas.

At the same time, the FSA pro-
vides “flexibility” to developing
and least-developed countries to

provide subsidies up to and within

the exchisive economic zone (EEZ)

for twoyears from the date of entry
into force of the Agreement.

The Philippine Trade depart-
ment said this provision benefits
the country’s small-scale and arti-
sanal fisherfolks who fish within

their respective municipal waters.

Pascual said the Agreement al-
lows members to grant subsidies
for disaster relief under certain
conditions to support fisherfolks

impacted by natural disasters:

This, he explained, is “vital” to the
Philippines which he described as

a ‘climate-vulnerable” country,

“especially since small-scale and
artisanal fisherfolks are heavily
impacted by strong typhoons and
the increasing sea temperatures
exacerbated by climate change.”
DTl alsosaid the Philippinescan
avail itself of technical assistance

- from the WTO Fisheries Funding

Mechanism toassistinimplement-
ing the disciplines and obligations
of the Agreement.

Okonjo-Iweala said the Phil-
ippines set a “positive tone” as it
formally accepted the Agreement
on Fisheries Subsidies at MC13.

“This action demonstrates a
strong endorsement of the WTO
by the Philippines, as well as'its
dedication topreserving ouroceans

for the people who rely on them for
livelihood and food security, and
for fostering global cooperation in
our shared aspiration for sustain-
ability,” she said.

Forhis part, Tiu Laurel said this
agreement will “usher in a new era
of cooperation and collaboration
among nations.”

“We dedicate this milestone to
the Filipino people, the country’s
fisheriesandaquaticresources, and
most importantly the communi-
ties that stand to benefit from the
WTO Agreement,” the Philippines’s
Agriculture chief said.

According to Article 3.1 of the

‘Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies

Ministerial Decision, “No Member
shallgrant or maintain anysubsidy
to a vessel or operator engaged in
illegal, unreported andunregulated
(IUU) fishing or fishing related ac-
tivities in support of IUU fishing.”

Onoverfished stocks, the agree-
ment said no member shallgrantor
maintain subsidies for fishing or
fishing-related activitiesregarding
an overfished stock.

WTO explained thata fish'stock
is overfished if it is recognized as
overfished by the coastal Member
under whose jurisdiction the fish-
ingis taking place.
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DA secretary ensures short-,
long-term food security

BY CONRAD CARINO

E Department of Agriculture

(DA), under the leadership of

| Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr., had succeeded in securing the
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country’s rice supply and set in |

motion the modernization of the
Philippine agriculture sector.
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These were made in response to the marching order of
President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. to make the
Philippines attain food security
* This meant that the country's rice supply would be suf-
ficient through the first half of the year, with recent imports
and the upcoming harvest that peaked in March and April.

Laurel assured the public of a stable price of rice until June
in spite of El Nino.

“We have enough rice supply. So, prices should remain
stable through the first half of the year. Our priority now is
market stability,” Laurel said.

When it comes to local production, the DA reported that
palay (unmilled rice) production in 2023 reached 20.06
million metric tons (MT) — the highest harvest ever in the
country.

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority’s (PSA)
latest data, last year's palay output was 1.5-percent higher
than the 2022 volume of 19.76 million MT.

By A &S

“Our goal is to push that rice harvest volume further, but
that could be a challenge this year because of the water short-
age we expect due to El Nifio,” Laurel said.

The recorded palay harvest translated to 13.2 million
MT of rice, an amount that allowed the country to reduce
rice import volume to 3.5 million MT from 3.8 million
MT in 2022.

Earlier, the DA noted that rice consumption was estimated

at 13.5 million MT, but a required 50-day buffer
-meant the country needed an additional 1.85 mil-
lion MT of rice supply.

Hence, President Marcos ordered the DA to
modernize agriculture to increase food produc-
tion, particularly palay, to ensure food security and
increase farmers’ income,

The latest PSA data also showed that the agricul-
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ture and fisheries sectors remained resilient despite
challenges faced in 2023, posting a 0.7-percent
growth in terms of production value.

When it came to supplementing the country’s
rice production, the Philippines signed a 5-year
rice supply deal with Vietnam, which ensured a
source of 1.5 million to 2.0 million MT of rice
a year. :

Meanwhile, India had committed to
provide additional supply despite the
import ban on non-basmati rice.

In December 2023 and January 2024,
a total of 750,000 MT of imported rice
arrived in the country.

“What we need to guard against now
are profiteers, who may attempt to exploit
the situation by using El Nino as an excuse
to hoard rice supply to push local prices
to unreasonably high levels,” Laurel said.

The Philippines enters a 5-year rice supﬁ!y deal with Vietnam, which ensures a source of 1.5

Z LIBRARY
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Setting modernization in motion

In modernizing the country’s agriculture sec-
tor, Laurel presented to President Marcos in
January the 3-year plan to increase agricultural
productivity, lower food cost, ensure food secu-
rity and develop the agri-fishery industry.

The plan was in response to President Marcos
emphasizing the need to improve the agriculture
sector, including aquaculture.

“Basically, our three-year plan is to invest in
postharvestfacilities and to have more recovery
for our products and, hopefully, to partly lower

‘the cost of rice and corn,” Laurel said.

“Besides that, we have a big digitalization move
in order to get more accurate production data for
our production. As you know, we need real produc-
tion data in order to be able to manage the food
supply of the country effectively,” he added.

- » Long-term food security BS

7

million to

2.0 million metric tons of rice a year. FILE PHOTO

The Philippine Statistics Authority reports a

Illghet'pal'ay or unmilled rice output, amounting to 1.5

E

percent higher rates, compared to 2022. FILE PHOTO
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B LONG-TERM FOOD SECURITY FROM B4

Laurel said the DA was eyeing the construction of cold
storage facilities with 5,000 pallet positions for high-value
crops, including vegetables, to address the oversupply of
agricultural products in the country.

He said extending the shelf life of vegetables'by putting
them into cold storage chains was seen as an “immediate
action” to solve overproduction, which he stressed was
a "result of poor planning and [coordination] with the
market.”

He noted that around P1 billion was be allotted for
the establishment of four cold storage facilities in Luzon.

“If we try to solve the problem as soon as possible, as-
suming 2025, I need an additional P5 billion to address
the vegetable cold storage issue of the whole nation,”
Laurel said.

He also said an allotment of P93 billion is needed for
the construction of postharvest facilities in the next 3 years.

“(For the) postharvest facility alone, we need P93 billion
in the next 3 years in order to save P10.7 billion a year on
wasted rice and corn, because we're losing about 12.7 to 15
percent of our rice production due to a lack of postharvest
facility. So, for the postharvest facilities for rice and corn,

Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
presented to President
Marcos in January the

three-year plan to increase
agricultural productivity,
lower food cost, ensure food
security and develop the
agri-fishery industry.

The Manila Times’
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we need P93 billion,” Laurel said.

The DA has established around 268 cold chain
facilities nationwide as of November last year,

By June 2028, the DA targeted to complete an
additional 47 cold chain facilities.

Laurel said irrigation of 1.2 million hectares
of farm lands, planted mainly with rice, would

g — s
o
| e

The Philippine Statistics Authority notes that the ﬁshe‘r} sector remains resil

require P1.2 trillion in capital spending,

“We [really need] to fund these projects. But,
we must build bigger. We have three designs —
small, medium and large, not mini,” he said.

Laurel said integrated rice mill and warehouse
complexes must be built, which would cost
around P90 billion over several years. This would

5 L SO

ient with a 0.7—per"cent growth in terms of production value. FI

LEPHOTO
reduce an estimated 15 percent in losses in rice
due to the lack of postharvest facilities.

Such establishments would save around P10.7
billion worth of rice or an additional 23 days of
rice inventory, which was equivalent to around

10 percent of rice imports based on last year's
figures.
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PH ratifies WTO pact
on fisheries subsidies

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E Philippines has ratified a World Trade
Organization (WTO) agreement on fishing
subsidies, joining 69 other countries that

have signed up for a global deal aimed at curbing
overfishing and promoting ocean sustainability.

The country’s “instruments of

acceptance” were presented by
Trade Secretary Alfredo Pascual

and Agriculture Secretary Francisco

Tiu Laurel to WTO Director-Gen-
eral Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala during
the trade body’s ongoing ministe-
rial conference in Abu Dhabi, the
United Arab Emirates.

Under the agreement, subsidies
that contribute to illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated fishing are
prohibited, as well as incentives
related to depleted fish stocks.
Subsidies associated with fishing
in the unregulated high seas are
also prohibited.

Developing and least-developed

countries, meanwhile, are allowed
to' provide subsidies up to and
within their exclusive economic
zones for two years from the date
the agreement takes effect.

“This is vital to the Philippines,
being a climate-vulnerable coun-

" try, especially since small-scale and

artisanal ‘fisherfolks are heavily

impacted by strong typhoons and -

the increasing sea temperatures
exacerbated by climate change,”
Pascual said in a statement re-
leased by the Trade department.

"The county can also avail of
technical assistance from the WTO
Fisheries Funding Mechanism to
assist in implementing the agree-
ment. :

The Fisheries Subsidies Agree-
ment (FSA) was adopted in 2022
but has yet to take effect. WTO .
rules call for two-thirds of its
members to ratify the deal, and
40 more acceptances are needed,
the trade body said.

Okono-Iweala, in a separate
statement, said the ratification
“demonstrates a strong endorse-
ment of the WTO by the Philip-
pines, as well as its dedication
to preserving our oceans for the
people who rely on them for
livelihood and food security, and
for fostering global cooperation in
our shared aspiration for sustain-
ability.”

»Fisheries B3

M FISHERIES FROM B1
PH ratifies

Tiu Laurel, meanwhile, was
quoted by the WTO as saying that
the agreement was a “significant
milestone in our continuing ef-
fort to show our country’s com-

mitment to address the global
concern over illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing, and the
conservation and sustainable use
of our oceans.”

The FSA is widely expected to
be the only breakthrough to be
made at the Abu Dhabi meeting
although Okonjo-Iweala said that
she was “cautiously optimistic”

about striking deals on both sub-
sidies and agriculture.

-Many eyes are trained on India
— which is often described as ob-
structionist in trade talks — which
along with several countries want
further concessions, including
transition periods that others
consider to be too long.

WITH A REPORT FROM AFP
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arcos finds China actions

in WPS getting

By Julie M. Aurelio
@JMAurelioINQ

President Marcos has expressed
worry that the growing pres-
ence and assertiveness of Chi-
na’s forces in the West Philip-
pine Sea (WPS) might further
stoke tensions between Manila
and Beijing and escalate an al-
ready volatile situation in those
waters.

“It's really worrisome. Be-
fore, it's just the China Coast
Guard that’s making moves in
our area. Now their Navy and
fishing boats are joining them,
so the situation is really chang-
ing,” Mr. Marcos said.

The President noted the
recent sightings of warships
of the People’s Liberation Ar-
my-Navy as well as China’s
alleged jamming of the auto-
matic identification signals of
ships of the Philippine ‘Coast
Guard (PCG) and the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc-
es (BFAR) near Panatag (Scar-
borough) Shoal. 4

But the Chief Executive said
the Philippines would continue
to defend its sovereign rights to
ensure that Filipino fisherfolk
can keep making a living in their

traditional fishing grounds.
“We just want to enforce
what everybody is doing. For us,
we will continue, we will just re-
ally defend our maritime terri-
tory. We continue to support all

.our fisherfolk who make a living

from these fishing grounds and
we will continue to help them,”
he said shortly before he flew to
Australia’s capital of Canberra
on Wednesday morning for a
two-day state visit.

Unfriendly acts

In an interview with report-
ers at Villamor Air Base in Pasay
City, Mr. Marcos assured Filipi-
no fishers in the West Philip-
pine Sea that the government
would defend the country's
maritime territory in spite of
the increased presence of Chi-
nese vessels.

Mr. Marcos reiterated his
position that the country would
not budge an inch despite the
unfriendly acts of Chinese
vessels, which are known to
shadow or block the Philippine
government’s ships in the West
Philippine Sea, or the waters
within the country’'s 370-kilo-
meter exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) in the South China Sea.

o

It’s really
worrisome.
Before, it’s just
the China Coast
Guard that’s
making moves
in our area. Now
their Navy and
fishing boats are
joining them, so
the situation s
really changing

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
President

On the President’s orders,.
the PCG and BFAR began rota-
tional deployments and patrols
around Panatag Shoal, also
called Bajo de Masinloc, a tra-

ditional fishing ground among
Filipino fisherfolk.

Over the weekend, the PCG
accused China of jamming
the tracking signal of PCG and
BFAR ships, preventing the ves-
sels from transmitting their po-
sitions at sea. y

“Despite whatever else
happens, if they block us, if
they shadow us, we will just
continue doing what we are

doing. That's our job, to help

fishermen who have been fish-
ing there for generations,” Mr.

Marcos said.

“That’s the basic principle
there: The fishermen must be
allowed to fish in their tradi-
tional fishing grounds which
belong in the maritime territo-
ry of the Philippines,” the Pres-
ident said.

Jamming signals

He made the remarks fol-
lowing the Philippine Navy's
allegation of an increase in in-
terference on the electronic
capabilities of Philippine ships
deployed on rotation and re-
supply missions in the West
Philippine Sea.

Commodore Roy Vincent
Trinidad, Navy spokesperson

‘worrisome’

for the West Philippine Sea,
said such “electronic inter-
ference,” like the jamming of
tracking and communication
signals, had been going on for
the past three to four years.

However, he could not di-
rectly say if China was behind
the electronic interference.

The Philippines has filed
diplomatic protests against Chi-
na over a number of maritime
incidents, including Chinese
ships harassing or blocking Fili-
pino fishers from reaching their
fishing grounds, and launching
water cannon attacks on Philip-
pine resupply boats headed to-
ward a remote military outpost
in Ayungin (Second Thomas)
Shoal.

In 2016, an arbitral tribu-
nal in The Hague, the Nether-
lands, voided China's sweeping
claims in the South China Sea
while upholding the Philip-
pines’ sovereign rights to fish
and explore resources within
its EEZ, a ruling Beijing does
not recognize. :

Urilike his predecessor Ro-
drigo Duterte, who cultivated
warm ties with China, Mr. Mar-
cos has repeatedly invoked the
2016 Hague ruling. va
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Task force: El Nifio seen
to spare only 2 provinces

NIA chart shows Batanes, Sarangani escaping drought, dry spell;
exec says 80 other areas across PH to suffer impact of weath_er phenomenon by April

By Melvin Gascon
@melvingasconINQ

The effects of strong El Nino
will impact up to 80 of the
country’s 82 provinces which
may persist until June, an of-
ficial of the multiagency task
force said on Wednesday.
Communications  Assis-
tant Secretary Joey Villara-
ma, spokesperson for Task
Force El Nino, said the im-
pact of water shortage had
begun to be felt in two more

regions this week, with farm- _

ers reporting damage to their
dried-up farmlands.

“The last time I [presented
a report], I mentioned 41 prov-
inces were already affected. As
_of Feb. 25, this number has gone
up to 51, and it is projected to
further increase to 73 then up
to 8o provinces, before it will

again go down to just over 50,”

he said.

Villarama announced -this
just as the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Council reported that the
prolonged dry spell had dam-
aged an estimated P810 million
worth of crops in the country.

He did not identify the only
two provinces that will not
be impacted by El Nino, but a
chart provided by the National
Irrigation Administration (NIA)
showed that only the island
province of Batanes and coast-
al Sarangani province will be
spared its effects.

“Last week, we received
reports of crop damage in Re-
gions 6 (Western Visayas) and
g (Zamboanga Peninsula); this
week, the damage is being re-
ported in Regions 1 (Ilocos)
and 4-B or Mimaropa (Min-

UPLAND BLAZE Traces of a grass fire are still visible at Villa
Verde Trail along the San Nicolas (Pangasinan)-Santa Fe (Nue-
va Vizcaya) Road in this photo taken on Feb.18. Forest fires
have been reported in northern Luzon’s mountains since Janu-
ary amid dry conditions accompanying El Nifio. —wWILLIE LoMIBAO

doro, Marinduque, Romblon
and Palawan),” he said.

Losses

While crop damage has
been reported in Oriental Min-
doro and Occidental Mindoro,
these are still considered insig-
nificant, Villarama said.

“The projection of NIA is
about 275,000 hectares (ha) na-
tionwide will be damaged by El
Nifno, but at the moment, it is
still at 6,600 ha,” he said over
government television program
“Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon.”

“But we are not discounting
the fact that this will not cause
any impact on our harvest be-
cause we are still in the early
stages of the dry harvest sea-
son,” Villarama added.

According to projections of
the Department of Agriculture
(DA), the worst effect of El Nifio
will be felt in the country in

April, with a total of 8o provinc-
es seen to experience “drought,”
“dry spell” and “dry condition.”
Of these, 41 provinces will ex-
perience drought, 31 will be under
a dry spell, and eight will have dry
conditions, according to the DA.
The Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical Services Adminis-
tration (Pagasa) says an area is
experiencing drought if rain-
fall condition is “way below
normal” (more than 60-per-
cent reduction from average)
for three consecutive months
or is “below normal” (21-per-
cent to 6o-percent reduction

-from average) for five consec-

utive months.

Pagasa says a dry spell is
characterized by three consecu-
tive months of below normal or
two consecutive months of way
below normal rainfall condi-
tions while dry condition occurs

Page of

during two consecutive months:
of below normal rainfall.

By May, 40 provinces will
still be experiencing drought,
consisting of 17 provinces in Lu-
zon, 14 in the Visayas and nine
in Mindanao, the DA said.

Nineteen provinces will be
under dry spell, according fto
the agency’s projections: eight
in Luzon, two in the Visayas
and nine in Mindanao.

The effects of El Nino will
continue to wane in June, with -
only 10 provinces still experi-
encing drought, and only one—
La Union—having dry condi-
tions, data from the DA showed.

State of calamity
The DA, Villarama said, is
calling on local governments
in drought-stricken areas to .
declare their localities under
a state of calamity to trigger

_mechanisms that would allow

the government to assist affect-
ed farmers.

A declaration of a state of ca-
lamity will authorize the nation-
al government to tap the quick
response fund, he said, which
is supposedly used to provide
added funds of up to P5,000 for
farm inputs, or fuel subsidy.

The Department of Social
Welfare and Development,
through the Assistance to In-
digents in Crisis Situations
program, and the Department
of Labor and Employment,
through its cash-for-work pro-
gram, may also come to the aid
of farmers whose main con-
cern is their daily sustenance,
Villarama said.

Such calamity state decla-
ration may also allow the local
government to provide cash aid
from local funding, he said. mna
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Nino-hit provinces

may increase to 80’

By ALEXIS ROMERO and SHEILA CRISOSTOMO
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Up to 80 provinces may be affected by El Nifio as warmer
temperatures are expected in April and May. ‘

Citing a projection by the
National Irrigation Administra-
tion, Presidential Communica-
tions Assistant Secretary Joey
Villarama at a public briefing
aired over state-run People’s
Television said 275,000 hectares
of agricultural land may be af-
fected by drought.

Villarama, also the spokesman
for the government’s El Nifio task
force, noted that as of Feb. 25, the
number of provinces affected by
El Nifio has reached 51.

He said the number of affect-
ed provinces is seen to “increase
to 73, then reach 80 before it goes
down again to 50 plus.”

“The effects of a strong and
mature El Nifio will persist until
May and June, We will see what

we can do,” Villarama said.

He said the Department of
Agriculture (DA) is urging con-
cerned local government units
to declare a state of calamity for
them to access the quick response
fund and receive assistance from
the national government.

Villarama said the DA has
provided an initial financial aid to
two townsin Mindoro, which were
severely affected by drought.

At a briefing of the House

committee on agriculture and -

food, Ma. Ana Liza Solis, acting
chief of the Philigyine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astro-
nomical Services Administration
(PAGASA)’s climatology and
agrometeorology division, said
higher temperatures would be

e;c'i)erienced “in an instance” in
valley areas in Northern Luzon
and some mountainous areas.in
lowland Mindanao.

She said the maximum tem-
perature in Metro Manila would
range from 36 to 38 degrees
Celsius in April and 36.5 to 38.3
degrees Celsius in May.

Citing PAGASA's latest climate
outlook, Solis said six to nine
tropical cyclones are expected to
occur in the country from March
to August.

She said 30 provinces — 25 in
Luzon and five in the Visayas—are

expected to experience drought in
March

In April, 42 provinces — 27 in
Luzon, 12 in the Visayas and three
in Mindanao—will experience dry
spell.
“Mature El Nifio is expected
to continue and show signs of
weakening. But despite weaken-

ing... it will have an impact on

various sectors in the country,”

Solis said.
Agri damage

Meanwhile, damage to agricul-
ture due to El Nifio in Cagayan
Valley and Tlocos Norte has rea
P198 million as of yesterday.

Danilo Arade, Hocos Norte pro-
‘vincial rice coordinator, said dam-
age to rice production in Bacarra,
Bangui, Banna, Burgos, Dingras,
Nueva Era, Pasuquin, Piddig,
Batac and Laoag was estimated at
P18 million.

In Cagayan Valley, losses in
corn production were pegged at
P180 million. ,

In a report to Gov. Eugenio
Jose Lacson, the office of the pro-
vincial agriculturist said damage
due to drought in the province
has reached P55 million. — With
Bella Cariaso, Jun Elias, Gilbert

-Bayoran

Page of



NFA From Page 1

stocks become unfit for human
consumption,” it added.
Farmers’ grou

» Samahan
rkultura GIN:

- “This (controversy) erupt-
ed, obviously, there is still a

of Agriculture (DA) should
determine if this is new or still
the old one,” SINAG executive
director Jayson Cainglet told
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NFA defends sale of cheap

© By BELLA CARIASO

~ The National Food Author-
ity yesterday defended the sale
of rice to some traders, saying
the NFA is allowed to dispose
of aging stocks amid the al-
leged anomalous sale of rice
to traders. :
“The NFA Council allows
the NFA management to dis-
pose of aging stocks up to 10
rcent lower than the man-

dated price and the damaged

stocks,” the NFA said in a

statement.

“The current NFA mélnagef
ment was able to responsibly
dispose of its rice stocks to gov-
ernment accounts by stretch-
ing to maximum shelf-life,

_minimizing the sale of residual

volume to other accounts by
implementing stricter guide-

lines and safeguards,” the NFA -

added. kit

EhE- -

el pobinsl ovigiaiadl ¢ laiete
rice; farmers slam ‘mafia |
: “The rice we are selling are |

all sold at the mandated selling |
price P25 per kilo, althoughag- |
ing stocks need to be remilled

“before they could be released

to the consumers,” it said.
“Freshly milled stocks with-

in three months after selling
are reserved for calamity relief |
and leftovers of more than

three months after milling

“If this is true, this me
that officials were using %{1\2
agency to earn money. It does
not even reflect on the retail
grices. Somebody is benefiting

om this, meaning, the re-
ported mafia inside the NFA is
still existing so there is aneed to
finally unmask these (individu-

The STAR. =%

rals) Cainglet added.
mafia inside. The Department :

DA probe
Agriculture Secretary Fran-
cisco Tiu Laurel Jr. has ordered
an investigation of the alleged

- The NFA said the agency is shall be disposed for inven-

mandated to keep and dispose  tory management purposes as

~of 99.9 percent stocks in good per NFA guidelines before the

and consumable condition. 1 . Turn to Page 4
anomalies in the sale of cheap tion within the DA, and that Republic Act 11203 or the Rice
rice by the NFA. officials of NFA continue to - Tariffication Law (RTL), the
Agriculture spokesman Ar- perform their functions while NFA’s only mandate is to buy
nel de Mesa said the allegations  the investigation is ongoing.  palay for buffer stocking for
_on the corruption of certain  “There is no case yet,” De calamities and emergencies.
officials at the NFA came from Mesasaid. . “It is not allowed to sell

inside and outside the agency. Cainglet éxpré'ssed confi- rice,” Estavillo said.

“The secretary wants ge dence that Laurel will not tol- ~ Federation of Free Farm-

truth to come out as it is pos-
sible that it was purely internal
squabbles and not related to
s(alle of NFA rice. All of these
are being considered in the in-
vestigation,” De Mesa added.

He gave assurance that
Laurel will not tolerate corrup-

erate the alleged anomalies at
the NFA.

* For her part, rice watchdog
group Bantay Bigas spokes-

person Cathy Estavillo backed
the investigation being con-
ducted b tie DA.

Estavillo added that under

“ers national manager Raul

Montemayor said that as a

. general rule, NFA is supposed

to dispose of its buffer stock
only during calamities and
emergencies. - :
“However, the implementa-
tion rules and regulations of the

- they canbe

RTL also allowed such disposal
in cases when the stored stocks
are about to deteriorate so that
. laced with newer
stocks. How these deteriorating
stocks are disposed of is the is-

'sue here. When can the stocks

be considered deteriorating?”
Montemayor said.
He said he received reports
that during past administra-
tions of the NFA, large vol-
umes of newly bought stocks

~ were sold at low prices to

favored traders and clients.
- —With Ramon Efren Lazaro
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Presence -of Chi nese warships
in WPS worrisome - Marcos

By HELEN FLORES

PCG spokesman for the West

et Phiilippine Sea, saididuring the

The presence of Chinese navy
vessels in the West Philippin
Sea is “worrisome,” but the 1’111-
cf)pmes will not be deterred in

efending its maritime territory
and protecting its fishermen,
President Marcos said yesterday

_The Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) c0nﬁrmed on Tuesday the
presence of Chinese warships
and aireraft in the vicinity of

Bajo de Masinloc, also knownas,

Panatag or Scarborough Shoal.
' “It'sworrisome because there -
| are two elements to that: one
. is that previously only China’s
Coast Guard was moving in our
area. Now, there is navy that has
come and the fishing boats,”
Marcos told reporters before
leaving for a two-day state visit
_ to Canberra, Australia.
“So the situation is changing,
“but — well, it's clear for us, we
don’t really — we just watch, of -
course, whateverybody is doing,
‘but really for us, we'll continue,
we just defend our maritime ter-
ritory. We continue to su
of oizyr fishermen, fxshertp fowho
make their lxvmg from these fish-
ing grounds,” he said.
Marcos said the government
would continue to patrol Phil-

ippine-claimed territories and -

gave assurance of Filipino fisher-
men’s continued access to their
traditional fishing grounds.
“And despite whatever else
happens, we are being blocked,
what, there is shadowing, we

w111 conti\ue to do what we do

because that is our job, our job is
to help the fishermen who have
been fishing there for a long time,
for several generations,” Marcos
said in Flhgmo and English.

At a public briefing on Tues-
day, Commodore Jay Tarriela,

said. the go

last mission of the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) they were able to moni-
tor the presence of three Peo le s
Liberation Army navy wars

in the vicinity of Panatag Shoal

- or Bajo de Masinloc.

Tarriela said a Chinese air-
craft was also spotted by BFAR
patrolhng over Panatag. =

“This is the first time we have

~ seen a Chinese aircraft patrol--

ling over the airspace of Bajo
_de Masinloc in the recent time,”
" Tarriela saxd

Lauding both houses of Con-
- gress for their legislative work,

National Security Adviser Edu- -

ardo Afio said the PhJ.h pine
Maritime Zones Act that has
passed third and final reading -
in the Senate will definitely help

_enforce the 2016 ai‘bm‘al;award

‘rejecting China’s expansive Bill,

mar1t1me*cla1ms in the West“
PhilippineSea. =
suchaf‘law in pldee, he
ent can more
effectwely iﬁﬁéctt’necountry’ s

m&% internati

_mestic rules on terri régs and
mariﬁmg hoﬂndanesg

@;& Ehe

said in a statement yestexday
“Most im o::tantly, this im im-

plementsin ciegmlauom”
Fhe 2016 arbitsal award that

Permanent Court of Arﬁ_iuahon

pines,” he stressed.
Afio noted that the Philippine
Maritime Zones Act “not only

~our economic prospent

L a'&nent softhat the‘
Jits mq

_the DFA said.
Punongbayall, Pia’ e@Brago

reaffirms the country s sover-
eign rights over the nation’s
exclusive economic zone but
also establishes clear guidelines
for the delineation of maritime
zones, including sea lanes, air
routes and the utilization of
natural resources w1thm our
jurisdiction.”

“The P}uhp ines is an ‘archi-
pel‘aglc and maritime nation,
and our seas play a vital role in
and
national security,” he sai

'Afio said the National Secu-
nty Council thanks the Senate
led by Senate President Juan
MJ el Zubiri and Senate spe-

committee on maritime and
adrmralty zones chairman Sen.
Franms Tolentino for advancin:
> of Senate Bill 24¢
lastilon '

e De art:nentsof Forei
Af&rs (D%A) also weln::omgf:l1
'yesterday Senate approval of '
the Philippine Maritime Zones
erscoring it is a crucial
s the Pl’uhppmes to putits
ipelagic house in order and
to. h?u'momze its domestic law
with the UN Convention on the
LawoftheSea.

ance g The bill cdt:hfiies the status
andﬂo— ‘and regime of the waters in-

‘side the archipelag ic baselines,
‘redefines the extegrl\f of 2

pmg tqmtonal sea and da.ufr:;

feguare :"fvl"gourﬁa'l’?- - a 24-nautical mile contiguous
interests andas-’* ,mne am

others: s ¥
e look forwarc "f‘:ité;en-
_could effectiv L

’h ppines
“g rel-. ;
evant domeshc 1

mterq& ional laws to protect
h re_spurces,

o

 preserve and conserve its ma-
ruled in favor of the Philip- -

rine environment and«enhaqce* :
maritime safety %\t{\& security, !
ith Michael
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Republic of the Philippines.
marﬂl‘nﬁmm
nmm-num‘uunu-ununugunuu-

Visayas Ave., Quezon City
|m|unamn¢lmnaﬁinhputl

Shellfish Bulletin No. 04
Series of 2024
27 February 2024

Mmummmmummmmmmmmmhnm
human consumption. Fish, squids, shrimps, WmhnmwmmeMlmManﬂ
washed thoroughly, and internal organs such as gills and d before

memmamsmnunmmbemmmmuh mmlmsnfcam Pifias, Parafiaque, Navotas,
Bulacan, and Bataan (Mariveles, Limay, Orion, Pilar, Balanga, Hermosa, Orani, Abucay, and Samal) in Manila Bay; mariculture
areas In Infanta, coastal waters of Bolinao, Anda, Alaminos, Sual, and Wawa, Bani in Pangasinan; mariculture areas in Rosario,
-msm.vmanum;mmd. P Bay in Z ; Pagl Bay, Pagbilao, and coastal

waters of Mandaon in Masbate; Sorsogon Bay, and Juag Lagoon, Matnog in Sorsogon; coastal waters of Borongon, San
Dionisio in Iloilo; Saﬁmb(!vhnandSlphnh&ﬂz.Mammmw Batan in Aklan); coastal waters of
Altavas, Batan, and New Washington in Batan Bay, Aklan; coastal waters of Pontevedra; Panay; Pilar; Roxas City and
President Roxas in Capiz; mlmsofEB.HMJakavcw,smcm jod City, Hinigaran, and City
in Negros Occidental; Tambobo, and Siit Bays, Siaton; and Bais Bay, Bais mhmmnwuuwmwnanm,
Calbayog, and Zumarraga, Cambatutay, Irmg—imq wammmmm,mmmﬂmmnm
Eastern Samar; coastal waters of Leyte, Calubian, Ormoc, Engod, WM“C&MTMWW

T Bay in Zamboanga Sibugay; iel Bay in del Norte and (Sapang Dalaga, al'ldBalllﬂDlD)kl
Misamis Occidental; lem.Tmhdw.Mmmlmofmmhmw coastal waters of
Baroy in Lanao del Norte; Tigumuugnm,mﬂ,mhimg &rnlgun Balt!.andhljndaﬂays,ﬂuﬁutylnbavao
Oriental; Tmml&whmw&nm&gmhmm ddSW;WW!ManInahun,

undcms and Bislig Bay in Surigao del Sur.
/I/‘/ R

ATTY. DEMOSTHENES R. ESCOTO
Director

@ wwwhfardagovph (3 /BFAR Central
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WIDESPREAD HEAT, DROUGHT —

Parched patches of land, like this rice
field in Bulacan, could soon hecome a
common sight in the country as the El
Nifio phenomenon is expected to peak

this month with over 35 percent to 50

percent of the country experiencing
drought due to below-normal rainfall
conditions. (Mark Balmores)
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Fl Nifio to affect 80

rovinces

Gov't task force says 275,000 hectares of farms may be impacted

By RAYMUND ANTONIO

he Task Force El Nifio said
on Wednesday, Feb. 28, that
it expects some 80 prov-
inces and 275,000 hectares
of farms would end up being affected
by the El Nifio phenomenon that has

been causing devastation to the coun-
try’s agricultural sector.

As of Feb. 25, Task Force El Nifio
spokestnan Joey Villarama confirmed
that the number of affected provinces
is up to 51 from the earlier reported 41.

“The last time I was here I men-
tioned 41 provinces are affected.

Actually, as of Feb. 25, it’s already
51. It will increase to 73, then it will
reach 80 before it decreases again to
50 plus,” he said during the Bagong
Pilipinas briefing. “We also said the
effects of strong and mature El Nifio
will persist until May to June.”
Among those added to the initial

El Nino to affect 80 provinces 1<«

list of 41 provinces are provinces from
Region 1and 4B (Mimaropa), particu-

larly Mindoro Oriental and Mindoro

Occidental.

Villarama said the current reports
on the devastation of farmlands were
justa “small part” as this only showed
6,600 hectares of affected farms.

He cited the National Irrigation
Administration’s (NIA) projection that
around 275,000 hectares of farms will
be affected by El Nifio.

The official assured that the gov-
ernment has enough supply of rice
and food, and called on af-
fected areas to declare a state > &4

++ provinces:are affected by the dry con-

of calamity so that the national gov-
ernment can come in and provide aid.

Currently, he said two towns in
Mindoro Oriental and Mindoro Oc-
cidental have already declared a state
of calamity, which means the quick
response fund from the Department

of Agriculture (DA) can be activated
for rehabilitation of agricultural land
and additional farm input.

As for the farmers’ daily needs,
there will be cash assistance from
the Department of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) and the cash-

for-work program by the Department
of Labor and Employment (DOLE).

He also noted that DA officials

already went to Mindoro province to
provide #5,000 worth of rice assis-
tance and fuel subsidy.

Earlier, the official cited that 17

dition—10 provinces under a dry spell,

~and 14 provinces experiencing drought.

Those experiencing drought are:

- Apayao, Benguet, Cagayan, Cavite,

Ifugao, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, Ka-
linga, La Union, Mountain Province,
Nueva Ecija, Nueva Vizcaya, Falawan,
and Pangasinan.
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PAE, DA Completé cloud seeding ops to mitigate El Nifio effects

By REX ANTHONY NAVAL

T— HE Philippine Air Force
: (PAF) on Wednesday an-
nounced that its 900th
Air Force Weather Group (AFWG)
partneredw1th the Department of
Agrlculture (DA). arrd the Bureau of
Soils and Water Management for
cloud seeding missions to m1t1gate
the harsh effects of El Nifio.

PAF Spokespe;‘sp,n Col. Ma.
Consuelo Castillo said cloud seed-
ing operations offxcaallysta.rted in
Eebruary 25.

. “Utilizinga civi}ia_n Piper Nava-
joaircraft, personnel of the 900th
AFWG successfully dispersed over
800 kilograms of sodium chlo-
ride onto cloud formations across

Southern Cagayan and Northern

Isabela on February 25 and 26,

Castillo said in a statement.

She said cloud seeding opera-
tions are being conducted to sup-
plement crop water needs during
periods of low rainfall,

Department of National De-
fense (DND) Secretary Gilberto
C. Teodoro Jr. earlier ordered all
military camp commanders to
céns_erveuwater:._ 7S

“In.line with President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive for
government intervention, Sec-

. retary Teodoro said command-

ers of all military camps across
the country must take the lead
in conserving water as we begin
to experience the effects of El

Nifio,” the DND said.

Teodoro’s water conservation
order to the military washanded
down during the second meeting
of Task Force E1 Nifio held Febru-
ary 12 at the Office of Civil De-
fense (OCD) in Camp Aguinaldo,
Quezon City. :

There, the DND chief empha-
sized the need to support and
practice daily the government’s
water conservation policy,as the

country starts to experience the

effects of El Nifio. _
Secretary'I‘eodoro emphasized

" theneed torepair facilities, such as

leaking pipestopreventadditional
waterwastage. He alsoadded that

- all military personnel and their

dependents living inside military

camps ‘must do their part in the
whole-of-government approach
to mitigate the El Nifio effects’”
the DND said.

Last December, the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology
(DOST) projected that 65 outof the
country's 82 provinces will suffer
drought due to El Nifio.

The DOST said the number of
drought—affectedprownces could

reach 65 by May. Theagency not--

edthat majangygf;g}pb}lcllmate
models suggest that El Nifio will
likely: persist until the second
quarter of 2024.

The DA, however, made an
assurance that the country has
ample supply of rice and other
basic food commodities.
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE, BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on
Wednesday said the reported presence of
Chinese warships and a helicopter near
Bajo de Masinloc (Scarborough Shoal) was
“worrisome,” but the Philippines would con-
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Chinese warships
worrisome - Marcos

In a chance interview before
departing for Australia, Marcos
said the situation in the disputed
waters had changed because of the
presence of China’s navy.

“It's worrisome because there
are two elements to that. One, be-
fore it was just the Chinese coast
guard moving in our area; now, it
is the navy with the fishing boats.

Marcos told reporters.
“We just watch, of course, what

~ everybody is doing, but really for

us... we [will] just defend our
maritime territory. We continue
to support all of our fishermen:..
who make their living from these
fishing grounds,” he added.
The Philippines has fishing
rights in the Bajo de Masinloc or
»WorrisomeAS8

tinue to defend its maritime territory.

B WORRISOME FROM A1

=

So the situation is changing,”

Chinese warships worrisome

Scarborough Shoal, an interna-
tional court in The Hague ruled
‘in 2016, but China continues to
ignore that decision. ‘
‘‘Meanwhile, the Philippine am-
bassador to the United States said
‘the “real flashpoint” in the region
could be in the West Philippine
Sea (WPS) and not in the Taiwan
Strait, adding that skirmishes in the
area sometimes made the President
lose sleep.

“You know, whenever there's

something that happens [in the
West Philippine Sea], it concerns
him,” said Ambassador Jose Man-
uel Romualdez. “And he said it
publicly that it keeps him awake
at night whenever there’s any
skirmish that happens in the West
Philippine Sea.” j

Romualdez made the remark
on Wednesday during the general
meeting of the Consular Corps of
the Philippines.

“My opinion is, the real problem
and the real flashpoint is in the
West Philippine Sea,” Romualdez
said.

In an interview later. He said

China's' treatment toward Taiwan -
"“is more calculated.” - ‘

He said Beijing would not make
a move on Taiwan because the
Taiwanese are ready to protect
themselves.

“In my view — and' T agree
with many assessments made by
people in Washington — [Chinese
President] Xi [Jinping]| is not go-
ing to make that move unless he
is absolutely sure that he will
not [meet]| the resistance that
[Russian] President [Vladimir]

‘Putin is now facing in Ukraine,”

Romualdez said.

- He said-just one major accident
as a result of the skirmishes in the
WPS could lead the country to

_invoke the Mutual Defense Treaty

with the United States, then “all
hell breaks loose.”

“We want to avoid having to find
a situation where we will have to
call each other saying, ‘We want to
invoke the Mutual Defense Treaty.
You have to defend us because the

Chinese are already on our shores,”

he said.

On Tuesday, Commo. Jay Tar-
riela, Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) spokesman for the West
Philippine Sea, said during the
last mission of the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) monitored the presence

“of three People’s Liberation Army

(PLA) Navy warships near Bajo de
Masinloc.

However, Tarriela said the war-
ships maintained a distance of
more than 20 nautical miles from
Bajo de Masinloc.

“It is important for us to' note
that within ... the 12 nautical miles,
we have territorial sovereignty over
these waters,” Tarriela said during
a press briefing. “So these Chinese
warships have always maintained
that they are outside the 12 nauti-
cal miles.”

The BFAR vessel also spotted a
Chinese Navy helicopter that flew
over the waters of Bajo de Masinloc.

“This is the first time that we have
sighted this kind of aircraft in the
area,” said Tarriela. WITH AFP
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iotech corn marks 20 years in PH

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

FORUM organized by the Southeast Asian
Regional for Graduate Study and Research
in Agriculture (Searca) commemorated 20
years of the commercial plantmg of biotech or Bt

corn in the Philippines.

The forum was titled “20 Years
and Onv rd: Advancing the Future
of Philippine Yellow Corn” and
held earlier this month with the
cooperation of Bayer Crop Science
in the Philippines.

Attended by individuals from
the academe, industry, business
chambers, farmer groups, non-
government organizations and
the government, the forum looked
back at key enabling policies as
well as the situation of yellow corn
across the country’s value cham
for the crop.

The forum was co-organized
with the Philippine Seed Industry
Association (PSIA), University of
the Philippines Los Banos (UPLB)
Weed Science Society of the Philip-

. pines, Biotechnology Coalition of
the Philippines (BCP), National
Corn Program (NCP), Croplife
Asia and CroplLife Philippines
(CLP), Philippine Feed Millers
Association (PFMA) and Philip-

pines Pértnership for Sustainable
Agriculture,

Searca Director Glenn Gregorio

said the forum assessed the sector’s
opportunities, challenges and
competitiveness.

“Also discussed were key actions
and recommendations on how to
ensure its continuous advance-
ment amid the pressures arising
from people’s consumption, sup-
ply chain issues and the natural
environment,” he said.

During the event, Glenn Pan-
ganiban, the director of the De-
partment of Agriculture-Bureau of
Plant Industry, said the Philippines
was among the first countries in
Asia to adopt Bt corn, a genetically
modified (GM) crop and imple-
ment a regulatory framework on
genetically engineered crops.

In his examination ‘of the 20-
year journey of yellow corn; Abra-
ham Manalo, BCP executive direc-
tor, underlined the crucial role of

policy in promoting the technol-
ogy and supporting the growth of

‘BT corn adoption over the years.

“Regulations should be strin-
gent, science-based, but stream-
lined. There should also be other
policies to back up these regulatory
issuances to allow a policy envi-
ronment that is evidence-based.
Yellow corn stands on solid ground
today because of our regulations.
But our continued battle cry is for
safe and responsible use of mod-
ern biotechnology,” Manalo said.

According to Candido Damo of
the NCP under the Department of
Agriculture, about 90 percent of
yellow corn in the country is GM,
and that Bt corn has significantly

‘increased its yield over the years

as farmers continued adopting the
biotech crop despite a decrease in
planting hectarage.

Role of government
and private sector

Damo said the government'’s
interventions to boost the in-
dustry include capacity-building,
providing large-scale postharvest
machinery and facilities to farmer
organizations, providing quality
seeds and fertilizers, strengthening
linkages with the livestock and

poultry racers, and connecting
farmers directly to the market.

To ensure the quality and integrity
of GM com seeds, Ramon Abadilla,
CLP executive director, said it is the
private sector’s ole “to practice strong
stewardship, especially in farm-
ing, insect-resistance management,
educating farmers on the proper
use of their products and gathering
feedback from the market.”

“Expanding the yellow corn
value chain is an opportunity for
farmers to have higher-value crops
and convert corn not only for feeds
but also for industry inputs such as
ethanol, hydrocarbon and bioplas-
tics,” Abadilla added.

Identifying the challenges and

opportunities affecting the indus-

try, Gabriel Romero, PSIA execu-
tive director, said the stewardship
of seeds is critical in maintaining
the integrity of their environmen-
tal traits and allowing farmers to
continually access high-quality
planting materials.

“Seed companies and technol-
ogy developers should include
farmers in the consultation process
to ensure they deliver what the
farmers need,” Romero said.

To address the concerns on crop
protection use, Analiza Ramirez
of the UPLB Institute of Weed

Science, Entomology and Plant Pa-
thology said “stewardship should
be a whole-of-nation approach.”
“Farmers are accountable for
their crops; the government pro-
vides funding and policy sup-
port for the technology; and the
academe and the industry partner
to produce science-based i innova-
tions,” Ramirez said.
Emphasizing the importance
of fostering partnerships among
different stakeholders, PEMA Presi-
dent Edwin Mapanao noted the
need to strengthen the distribution
network through consolidators
and clustering so farmers can be
easily linked to the industry.
liinas Ivan Lao, Bayer Crop Science
country commercial lead, explained
that the future of corn farming is
regenerative agriculture aimed at
increasing productivity and income
while renewing the environment.
‘Lao said innovations such as
Bayer's Preceon Smart Corn Sys-
tem, which includes short-stature
corn and digital farm insights, and
modern breeding techniques will
enable this future.

Meanwhile, a farmer-leader

and biotech advocate from Cebu,
Adriel Dave “Farmer AD” Alvarez,
noted that an effective agriculture
development agenda of mid- and

upper- -strata farmers should also
be prioritized along with small-
holder farmers.

Alvarez said there is a need for
increased support for extension
workers who will assist and train
farmers and consolidators not only
in farming and production but
also more on agribusiness, market
and linkages development.

“This is something we need in

 the Philippine agriculture ecosys-

tem. A vibrant yellow corn indus-
try will happen if all stakeholders
are getting their economic bottom
line. Technology is maximized if
farmers can access it and make
profits out of their operations.
Small-scale farming alone cannot
do that,” he added.

Reaffirming Searca’s support for
the industry, Gregorio said the'cen-
ter remains steadfastly committed
to convening knowledge creation
and utilization activities that
guide the development of policy
recommendations to sustain and
advance the gains of agricultural
innovations like Bt corn in an in-
creasingly complex environment.

“The next chapter for the Philippine
com industry will need collective ac-
tion, a multistakeholder approach to
expand what we have experienced in
the past 20 years,” he said.
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~ IN a move to implement various
programs under the Bureau of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

(BFAR) in Region 2 (Cagayan Val-

ley), the BFAR Regional Fisheries

Training and Fisherfolk Coor-
dination Division, along with
the Cagayan Provincial Fishery

Office, conducted a three-day

validation and assessment activi-
ties in the third week of February.

BFAR Region 2 Director An-
gel Encarnacion said the event

included the fuel discount pro-

gram, registration of fisherfolk
and fishing boats, Typhoon
"Egay fishing boats rehabilita-

tion program, aquaculture tech-

nology demonstration (pond-
based culture of freshwater spe-

cies) and development of a salt 3

industry. :

Encarnacion said that the fuel
discount program aims to assist
fisherfolk “to ease their burden
with the price hike of petroleum

products such as gasolme and
digsel": v 2yt

He sald that petroleum prod
ucts are the main operational
cost in fishing activities and
P3,000 in cash assistance was
given to each registered fisherfolk
with a registered boat. .

The BFAR said the event also

included the conduct of valida-

tion and evaluation on-site for

the recipients of the aquacul-.

ture technology demonstration,

‘wherein proposed sites for the
final validation were submitted

to the municipal agriculturist

officer for finalization and ap-

proval of the bureau’s reglonal

director.
Meanwhile, the development B

of the salt industry in- Reglon 2

~ has started, aiming to revitalize

production of the commodxty in
the region.

- “The bureau’s first step in real-
1z1ng thls goal is the profiling of

 the salt industry in the region,”
Encarnacion said, adding that the
salt industry team is set to con-

existing local producers.
He said this includes the old
producers who had stopped

engaging in salt production on | ;

Calayan Island as the first site.
According to BFAR, the result
of the profiling will provide a
database on the number of local
salt producers in each province.
“This will also determine the
needed inputs for the establish-
ment of salt-making or salt pro-

“duction projects geared toward

increasing total regional salt pro-
duction,” Encarnacion said.
“With these proactive activi-
ties, the bureau's commitment is
to work for sustainable fisheries
development and empower fish-

erfolk toward productivity and

efficiency,” he added.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO

~ duct a region-wide assessment of |

l Photo shows some of the ﬂsherfolk from (alayan lsland who were given asslstance by the Burean of Fisheries
~and &quatit Resources, CONTRIBUTED PHOTO - A
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slows down t0 9.6% in 2023

PRICES _of . agricultural gOst_-
rose. 9.6% m 2023, led by the
crops and fisheries sub—mdlces,_

the Phﬂlppme Statistics Author—
ity (PSA) said.

In its agriculture producer
price index (PPI) report, the PSA
said that the 2023 reading rep-
resented a slowdown from the
17.9% rise in 2022.

~ During the fourth quarter, the
| farm PPI fell 3.1% from a year earli-
| er, after having grown 29.7%in 2022
| and 7.9% during the third quarter.

Northern Mindanao posted
the strongest rise in agriculture
PPI for 2023 at 16.8%, while Zam-
boanga Peninsula lagged at 0.3%.

The Bicol Region posted a 34%
declineinfarmprices duringtheyear.

The crops sub- mdex rose
13.5% in 2023, slowing from the
20.8% reported a year earlier.

__Cereals and. rpo; crop pncgs
1;ose 10.8% and l74%,,respe<;hye;
ly. Fruits poste pnce gro ?
4%, while commerclal crop prices
rose 15.8%.

Condiments posted 68.9%

. price growth in 2023, reversing

the 20.6% decline a year earlier. . &
The PSA said that fisheries

_prices rose 0.9%, slowing from

the 8.6% posted the prior year, as
prices fell startm,g in the second
quarter.

Price growth in aquaculture

" products was 4%, while com-

mercial fisheries increased 2.3%.
Prices of marine municipal fish-
eries products rose 0.3%.

Prices of inland municipal

fisheries products fell 19%.

Meanwhxle, ‘hvestock and
poultrypnces fell 1.2% in 2023. —

‘Adrian H. Halili
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Agri producer prices post

steepest drop in 4 yrs

,Bv CAI U. Onnmnmo;
X@caiordinario

T3

HE Producers Price Index (PPI)

for the agriculture sector in the

fourth quarter of 2023 fell at
its steepest rate in 4 years, according
to data from the Philippine Statistics

Authority (PSA).

The PSA said the PPI for agri-
culture contracted 3.1 percent in
the fourth quarter of 2023. This
is the steepest decline in the PPI
for agriculture since the fourth
quarter of 2019, when it dropped
by 6.8 percent.

However, the country’saverage
annual growth rate for the PPI
for agriculture in 2023 was in the
positive territory as it expa.nded

by 9.6 percent.

“PP measures the average
change over time of pricesreceived
by farmers, livestock and poultry
raisersand flsherfolks for the sale
of their agncultural productsrela-
tive to a base year,” PSA said..

The data also showed the quar-
ter-on-quarter growth rate of PPI
foragriculture dropped furtherto
2.8 percent in the fourth quarter

PHOTOFROMWWW.DAGOVPH  Frasees

0£2023 froma 0.1-percent decline
in the third quarter 2023.

At the country level, the an-
nual growth in the PPI for crops
posted a4-percentdeclinein the
fourth quarter of 2023 from a

Page | of _2Z
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12.3-percent annual increase
recorded in the previous quarter.
In the same period of the pre-
vious year, its annual growth was
recorded at 38.2 percent.
The PSA said four out of eight

Foe-

Adwoacler ook at todeys brsanes

e,

v  Ppage:

Z LIBRARY

il DEPT. OF AGRIG W FRsE

commodity groupsrecorded annu-
al contractions during the fourth
quarter of 2023. ‘

These commodity groups are

* beansandlegumeswhich contract-

ed 16.7 percent; fruit vegetables,
25.6 percent; leafyvegetables, 25.8
percent; and commercial crops,
15.4 percent.

Meanwhile, faster annual
growths were registered in the
PPI of cereals at 15.2 percent in
the fourth quarter of 2023 from
12.5 percent in the third quarter
of 2023.

The PSA said the foot crops at

* 20.3 percent in the fourth quarter

of 2023 from 15.3 percent in the
third quarter of 2023.

The PPI of fruits posted an
8-percent increase in the fourth
quarter of 2023 from a 3.4-per-
cent annual decline in the previ-
ous quarter.

The data also showed the an-
nual increment in the PPI of con-
diments slowed to 4 percent from

e

142.7 percent. Quarter—on—Quar—
ter, the PPI for crops dropped to
4.4 percent in the fourth quarter
of 2023 from 0.7 percent mcré’-
ment in the third quarter of 2023.

In terms of llvestock the PPI
posted a-2.5 percent a_nn_ua,l in-
crement in the fourth quarter of
2023 from an annual decline of
2.2 percent recorded in the.previ-
ous quarter.

In the fourth quarter of 2022,
its annual growth was reglstered
at 9.3 percent. :

The faster annual growth in
the PPI for livestock and poul-
try during the fourth quarter of
2023 was due to the higher an-
nual growth observed in the PPI
for livestock at 6.4 percentinthe
fourth quarter of 2023 from an
annual decline of 3.9 percent in
the previous quarter..

Meanwhile, the PPI for poul-
try registered a 4.6 percent year-
on-year decline from 1.1 percent
increase in the previous quarter.
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Ifad member—states approve plan to reduce hunger poverty in rural areas

states of the International Fund for
Agriculture (Ifad)-recently adopted an

THE Philippines and 177 other member-

ambitiousagendatoimprove the production,

incomes, food securityand resilienceofmore

than 100 millionrural people over threeyears,

During the second day of Ifad’s annual
Governing Council Meeting, government
leaders adopted a report and resolution for
the 13th replenishment of IFAD's resources,

Ifad said 68 member-states have
committed an unprecedented $1.34 billion
* in support of a 3-year program of work
(2025-2027).

Pledges already exceed the total 112858

billion pledged for the 12th replenishment of
Ifad (2022-2024). Inthe coming months, Ifad
expects more pledges asit works to mobilize
$2 billion in new funding to implement a
$10-billion program of work.
“Yourinvestments will create jobs and

opportumtlesand increase resilience. [FAD

is-an excellent and very effectwe vehitle:
. against food insecurity, cIimQte change

and biodiversity loss,” said Alvarn Lario,
president of [FAD.

“They are fundamental investments in
creating shared prosperity and resilience in
the world’s most vulnerable communities.”

Lario encouraged member-states who
have not yet pledged to do so in the coming

‘months. “The conversation will continue.

The momentum is there. This $1.34 billion

is record breaking but not enough toachieve

the target we have."

Among the 68 member- states that have

made pledges in the current replenishment
cycle, 45 made their highest pledge ever
and 14 of those pledgeshave increased their
commitment by more than 50 percent since
the last pledging cycle,

To support small-scale farmers and

their efforts to build resilience in the face of

growing challenges, the Ifad13 report and -
“resolution adopted by Member States set

three main priorities for the fund: Ifad will

increase its focus on fragile contexts, scale-
~ up investments in biodiversity and climate

resilience forsmall-scale farmers, and further
leverage engagement with the privatesector.

Priorities have been determined based
on a year-long consultation process with its

Member States and stakeholders and careful.

analysis of today’s multiples global crisis.
About3.1billion people, nearly halfof the

global population, live in the rural areas of
developing countries. These areasarehometo

over 80 per cent of the world's extreme poor.

Ifad noted that violent conflict has
spiked dramatically in several regions. By

2030, almost 60 percent of the world's poor
will live in countries classified as fraglle or
affected by conflicts.

“Climate change and biodiversity

~ extinction are accelerating. As global
- temperatures continue to rise, leading

to worse living conditions for mlllians of
people worldwide, the poorest are the most

“vulnerable and will be the most severely

impacted. Today close to 700 million people

live in extreme poverty.”

Ifadsaid official developmentassistance

~and developing countries’ financing will
- not suffice to close the finance gap for
climate adaptation, to end hunger and
- make food systems more sustainable,
% resilieqt and equitable,

“Engagementand fina ncing from prlvate
se_ctor stakeholders ranging from global

_investors to local small and medium
enterprises will be necessary. Estimates find

that between $33and $50billioninadditional
finance peryear until 2030 will be needed to
fight hunger globally."
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Soybeans, corn climb

CANBERRA- Chicago soybean
futures rose on Wednesday but
remained near their lowest levels
since November 2020, as cheap
South American supply made US
beans less competitive in export
markets and speculators bet on
further price declines.

Corn futures also inched higher
but plentiful supply held prices near
their lowest since 2020, while wheat
fell as bumper Russian production
continued to loom over the market.

The most active soybean con-
tract on the Chicago Board of

Trade (CBOT) was up 0.3 petcent
at $11.44 a bushel after dropping
as low as $11.34 on Monday.
Beans are pouring into the mar-
ket as the harvest progresses in
top producer and exporter Brazil,
whose crop has not been as badly
hit by adverse weather as many
analysts feared a few months ago.
“The trend for soybeans is down
and it will keep going down,” said
Rabobank analyst Vitor Pistoia,
adding that his bank forecast
prices falling to §11 by the end of
the year. -Reuters :
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India defends agri,fishing subsidies that rich nations want curbed

Trade Organization (WTO0) defending

‘agricultural and fishing assistance that
the most populous nation provides to ensure
food security and jobs, setting the stage
for a contentious second half of a four-day
negotiating forum.

n a statement after a day that included
talks on fisheries, India demanded that
nations be allowed to provide subsidies for

I NDIA arrived at meetings of the World

small-scale angling that occurs within areas

of the sea that belong to sovereign nations,
to help protect the livelihoods of 9 million
families that depend on fishing. A separate
release argued in favor of relaxing subsidy

rules for public procurement of grains at -

pre-determined prices. !

WTO trade ministers gathered this week
in AbuDhabi have been pushing to complete
a crackdown on excessive fishing that builds
on one reached at their last biennial meeting
in 2022. WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-

Iweala has said subsidy limits that ensure
fishery sustainability are important to 260
million people who depend on oceans for
their livelihoods. i
The governmentin New Delhi called fora
focus on limiting state aid for distant-water

fishing, where nations catch seafood beyond

their own territories—a form of large-scale
fishing that’s dominated by China, the Euro-
pean Union, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan.

“Any. comprehensive agreement on

fisheries subsidies should keep in mind the

interests and welfare of the fishing commu-
nity thatdependson the marine resources for

. their livelihood and sustenance,” the Indian

delegation said in a statement.
As most officials appeared at opening
events of WT0's 13th ministerial on Monday,

'‘many eagerly anticipated the arrival Tuesday
~ of India’s commerce minister Piyush Goyal.

W10 rulesrequirea consensus ofall mem-
bers, meaningalone holdoutamongits more

than 160 nations can block an agreement.
That's one reason why the Geneva-based
institution has just two major multilateral
deals including the original fisheries agree-
ment in its nearly 30-year history.

Election year
WHILE a hard-line stance is a tactic India
has used in the past to extract concessions
onothertrade issues, it's still animportant
bellwether for the week’s WT0 meeting
given demands for the organization to
be reformed. India’s positions are also
important to watch given the country is
among a number of big economies where
elections are taking place this year.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi enjoys
widespread popularity but farmers demand-

“ing guaranteed prices for their crops have

staged protests in the north Indian states of
Punjab and Haryana this month.
While opposing a second agreement on

fishing subsidies, India also has yet to adopt
thefirstagreementreachedin 2022. Stillshort
of ratification, the original pact—nhailed by

“the WT0 as a major advance for ocean sus-

tainability—prohibits government support |
forillegal fishing, fishing of depleted stocks |
and fishing on the unrequlated high seas.
Okonjo-lweala on Monday praised the
advance toward ratification, with 70 coun-
tries having taken sufficient domestic steps
to recognize it. That leaves roughly 40 more
forittoreach the two-thirdsapproval needed
to enter force. She said she was “cautiously
optimistic”about reaching anagreement on
fisheries this week.
Inaninterviewafterthe fisheries negotia--
tions on Tuesday, Malaysia’s Trade Minister
Zafrul Aziz said that if nations remain apart
onthe definitions for subsidies, thenextstage - |
of theagreement may notfully close until the
next ministerial meeting, which in theory
wouldbeintwo moreyears. Bloomberg News
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