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DA chief orders audit

of NFA ric

By ROMINA CABRERA

Secretary Francisco Tiu |

Laurel Jr. has ordered the
Department of Agriculture
(DA)’s Internal Audit Ser-
vice to look into the rice
disposition by the National
Food Authority (NFA) for
the past five years amid
the current rice sale con-
troversy. :

The audit will include the
disposition data from 2019
when the Rice Tariffication
Law was passed that allowed
the agency to sell rice to the
public, according to the DA.

The DA secretary said that

rovisions in the law could
Eave been taken advantage of
by NFA officials and private
traders, using the aging rice
buffer stocks as leeway. for
the sale. : :

“We want to see if there is a
pattern of rice disposition that
is disadvantageous to govern-
ment,” Laurel said.

T '-]Ohi:'f.icer-in-charge ]oén ‘}.a'g-

onos-Oliva will head the DA-
IAS in conducting the exami-
nation of the NFA rice stocks.
The Office of the Ombuds-
man recently ordered the sus-
pension of 139 officials from
the NFA, including admin-
istrator Roderico Bioco and
Turn to Page 2
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assistant administrator for operations John Rob-
ert Hermano.

Also suspended were 99 warehouse supervi-
sors, 26 branch managers and 12 regional manag-
ers, who are set to be replaced by the next-in-line
officials. :

Ombudsman Samuel Martires personally -

served the subpoena to the officials-that will
compel them to submit documents over the al-
leged anomalous sale.

The DA said private traders will not be free
from liability if they are found to be liable dur-
ing the probe. ‘ '

The agency added that it.is ready to face all
investigations, including the planned House and
Senate probes, into the NFA mess.

The NFA has appointed officer-in-charge Pi-
olito Santos as the concurrent NFA administrator
for finance and administration.

As of Feb. 1, the NFA had 361,396 bags of 50-

kilo milled rice, including 193,386 bags in stock

for more than three months.
|

On Feb. 13, NFA assistant administrator for
operations Lemuel Pagayunan alleged that
Bioco issued memoranda allowing the sale of
75,000 bags of NFA rice totaling P93.75 million
to certain traders.

The NFA previously defended the sale of the
rice, saying that the agency is allowed to dispose
of aging stocks “up to 10 percent lower than the
mandated price” to traders. -

Speaking at a hearing of the House com-
mittee on agriculture and food last week,
Pagayunan said the rice stocks sold were not
deteriorating but were treated and fit for hu-
man consumption. :

He said the disposition of the rice stocks did
not' undergo public bidding and was not ap-
proved by the NFA Council, the agency’s gov-
erning board. o

Pagayunan also cited a memorandum issued
by Hermano on Nov. 13, 2023 instructing that the
stocks be rebagged in containers without NFA
markings prior to selling as commercial rice.

Pagayunan'’s allegations prompted Laurel to
form a panel to investigate the alleged corrup-
tion at the NFA.
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DA orders
audit of
NFA rice
buffer stock
disposition

Inthe wake of the suspension of 139
' National Food Authority (NFA) officials
and employees over the controversial
sale of rice buffer stocks to private trad-
ers, Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel }r has
ordered an audit of the agency’s rice
disposition since 2019.

In a statement released Saturday,
March 9, Laurel said he authorized the
DA-Internal Audit Service (DA-IAS),
which is now led by officer-in-charge
(0IC) Joan Jagonos-Oliva, to conduct
a review of NFA rice stocks.

‘Laurel also directed DA-NFA of-
ficials and personnel to “extend their
full assistance and cooperation to DA-
IAS to ensure the successful conduct of
this audit.”

The audit will examine disposi-
tion data since 2019 when the Rice
Tariffication Law (RTL) was passed,
Laurel said.

“We want to see if there isa pattern

 of rice disposition that is disadvanta-
- peous to the government,” he .

i
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" DA orders audit of NFA rice
buffer stock disposition 1+

In an earlier press briefing, Agriculture
spokesperson Assistant Secretary Arnel
de Mesa explained that the functions to

“import and directly sell rice to traders
‘were removed from the NFA when the

RTL was passed.

- Hestated thatthe NFA's only remain-
ing function is “buffer stocking” as part
of the government’s response in times of
calamity and disaster. The buffer stock,
however, should be obtained from elthet

.the NFA or local farmers.

The DA spokesperson stressed that
NEA’s pnmary mandate is to have 15 to
30 days of rice buffer stock, or at least
350,000 metric tons, on reserve in the
event of a calamity or disaster.

* Per NFA’s data as of Feb. 1thisyear,

thenumberofso—kilobagsmilledwasreh €

corded at 361,396 bags, w1th193

It was recalled that an NFA ofﬁt':ial,

inappropriately disposing of rice buffer
supplies without bidding and atrates that
purportedly is disadvantageous to the-
government.

NFA executives denied any wrong-
doing, arguing that the sale followed
processes.

On March 4, the DA unplemented the

- Ombudsman’s preventive suspensmn of

the 139 NFA officials and employees, in-
cluding Administrator Roderico Biocoand
Assistant Administrator for Operations

- John Robert Hermano, .as the anti-graft
_body investigates allegations of corrup-

tion in the alleged disadvantageous sale

~ of approximately 75,000 50-kilo sacks of

rice to private traders.
The DA chief recently told new-

ly appointed NFA 0IC Administrator
_ 86bags Piolito Sanfostopromde the Office of the
~ instocks for more than three mon

Ombudsmanallmenecessarydocmnents
it needs in its investigation into the al-

. accused several agency executives of leged improper sale of NFAﬁce
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Ito'y makaraang
-mabunya na ibinenta
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mga nahigassaN

warehouse sa pribadong

negosyante.
Partikular na Inabasan

‘nt Laurel na magi\l

stocks ang DA-lntema]
Audit Service (lAS% na

ln-charge Director Joan
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NFA na

: mb?benta nanglgas sa

“We want to see if there

; samundmedsposi-

hgﬁmrmn.'sbi ni Tiu.
5 itong Lunes ay’ pi-

gg::n ive

ang 139 NFA
officials and employees
sina administrator

umuo ng panel si
Laurel para Imbesﬁgahan
ang mga opisyal na nag-
‘awtorisa sa* pagbebenta
'ng milled rice na nasa NFA
warehouse sa P25 kada
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Permanent KADIWA st
to benefit 28 farmer

By Joel
~ delaTorre
THE Department of
Agriculture (DA) has
turned over P5 million
financial grant for the
establishment of a per-

“manent KADIWA store

in Limay, Bataan that is
seen to benefit 28 farm-

er cooperatives and as-
soc:ahons in the prov-
ince. ’

~ Secretary Francisco
Laurel Jr. said that the

St
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projectispartof the gov-
ernment’s push for food
security and hi in-
come for the 3,826 farm-.
er-members.
TheP5million KADI-
WA project, he added,

includes the P1 million .

trading capital to sup-:
port the center.
”ApermanentKADI-

WA store .in Limay -
promises affordable,

fresh, and safe food for

- local consumers; while

providing farmers with -
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increased income op-
portunities. ‘However,
thisisjustthebeginning:
More initiatives are
needed to sustain this
momentum,” Laurel
stressed.

In the same date, the ;
agrichief also witnessed

- the signing of an agree-:

mentamong the DA, lo-

cal government unit of
- Limay, Bataan Peninsu- -

la State University, and .
Limay Polytechnic Col-
lege for the hunch of
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anoﬁ':er Zero Kﬂometer

Zero . an initia-
tive launched last year
- in the towns of Hermo-
sa and Dinalupihan,
promotes healthy eat-
ing while minimizing
cost and impact on the
environment by con-
suming locally-grown
. fruits, vegetable and
otl‘teragriculmr-alp'rod-
- ucts.

"lmplemenhng this

concept at the grass-

Page

“t’llt

_roqtsﬂgvel within mu-

is where its
true impact lies. It ad- -
dresses the critical is-
sue of food'supply and
demand at the local lev-
el, echomg concerns

that resonate at the pro-
vincialand national lev-

els. This grassroots ap-
proach fosters a deeper
understanding, better
planning, and effective
management of our
food systems,” the Sec-
retary pointed out.
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NFA housecleaning

~ With rice retailed at P20 per
kilo still stuck in the realm
of asplrahon, a scandal has

governing body of the agen-

cy, was not informed of the

sale. Rebagging and reselling

erupted in the National Food of the rice, he told the House,

Authority, which is tasked to
maintain a rice buffer stodc
for the country by buying

from local farmers. The scan-

dal has led to the six-month
suspension by the Office of
the Ombudsman of 139 NFA
officials and employees led
by administrator Roderico
Bioco, for administrative
charges of grave misconduct,
gross neglect of duty and
conduct prejudicial to the
best interest of the service.
The ombudsman has sub-
poenaed documents related
to the case. .

Apart from the ombuds-
man, the House of Repre-
sentatives is conducting a

probe amid a report of NFA
assistant administrator for
~ operations Lemuel Paga-

yunan about an allegedly
anomalous sale of 130,000
- bags of NFA rice worth P93.75

million to two traders at pric-
es lower than the prevailing

costs. The two then sold the
rice at high prices.

- NFA officials have defend-
ed the sale, explaining that
the agency is allowed to sell
rice buffer stock if the rice
is deteriorating and could
_ become unsafe for human
- consumption. Pagayunan,
however, said the rice sold
was not approaching decay,
and no public bidding was

held. The NFA Council, the

-

”was not appropriate.”
With the suspension of
~ the NFA officials, the gov-

ernment must ensure that

there will be no serious
disruption in the agency’s
principal task, which is to
buy locally produced rice
and maintain a healthy buf-
fer of the nation’s staple.
The NFA has long been
hounded by suspicions of
corruption. Under the Rice
Tariffication Law, the NFA
has been stripped of its au-
thority to stabilize rice sup-
ply.and prices through im-
portations. With its mandate
already drastically limited,

; '1t'a bly dlséppomnng 10 &
ar?{lggahdh‘b of continu-

\g anomalies in. the NFA.
b qw ches

L girs o

e six-month

gémal,managers, 26 branch
managers and 99 warehouse

supervisors of the NFA. It
will take time before the

- ongoing probes by the om-

budsman and the House are

finished. In the meantime,
rice retail prices continue to
go up, again fueling food in-
flation. The government must

see to it that the turbulencein

the NFA will lead to a genu-
ine, thorough housecleamng,
and will not destabilize rice
supply and prices.
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Imee Marcos slams
importation of rice

BY RJAY ZURIAGA CASTOR

LOILO CITY: The National Food Authority

(NFA), whose function is to procure palay

(unmilled rice) locally and maintain the

optimal level of buffer stock, has become an

_ importation entity, Sen. Maria Imelda Josefa
“Imee” Marcos said on Friday, March 8.

“The problem is the NFA has
entered into importation, similar to
the Department of Agriculture. I told
them, ‘You've become a department
of importation. You're no longer

helping the farmers, just importing

whenever there’s a shortage,” she
said in Guimaras on Friday.
Marcos was in Guimaras to
distribute financial assistance
to 2,000 beneficiaries under
the Assistance to Individuals in

Crisis Situation program of the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development.

The senator noted that the NFA
“seems to have lost its way” in
fulfilling its mandate to maintain
sufficient rice buffer stocks to be
sourced from local farmers.

“They are not supposed to im-
port. They are meant to support
the locals,” she added.

Marcos also expressed concern
about the NFA's “highly suspicious”
sale of 75,000 bags of rice stock worth
P93.75 million to two traders.

“Now they're saying it's local,

but it was sold for a huge amount

Page of

to only two importers,” she said.

The senator filed a Senate reso-
lution on March 4 to investigate
NFA's actions, which she described
as having “no transparency” with
regard to the purchasing rates for
locally produced rice.

The buffer stock was allegedly
sold to private traders at P25 a kilo,
which is significantly lower than the
market price of P70 per kilogram.

Marcos also disclosed that the
Ombudsman issued a subpoena,
demanding the NFA to provide
documents regarding the alleged
anomalous sale of rice to traders
at lower prices. -



1A

LIBRARY

OPLEG)|

JOURNAL

Everybody's Newspaper

fih DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE MRE. 10, avnd  /  PAFL 4
AIMING FOR 979%: PHILIPPINES RENEWS PUSH FOR RICE SELF-SUFFICIENCY,

LR
----------

Rice seli-
sufficiency
AS an agricultural country, the Philippines is
supposed to be self-sufficient in rice, which is
the staple food of the Filipino people. :

But due to a number of factors, this Asian
nation continues to import rice to meet the food
needs of the mushrooming population. '

After the end of late President Ferdinand E.
Marcos' administration, the Philippines even
became the world's biggest rice-importing na-
tion. ; !

And to think that we even exported rice dur-
ing FM government.

Today, however, the government hopes to
achieve the target of 97 percent self-sufficient in
riceby 2028, when the Marcos governmentends.

This, the governmentwill doby expanding its
partnership with the Los Banos, Laguna-based
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI).

Last Friday, the Department of Agriculture
(DA) said that it is is '
looking for cluster of farm lands to showcase
IRRI's seed varieties and technologies to pro-
duce more rice. : :

- Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Lau-
rel said the expanded PH-IRRI partnership
can be realized by the second quarter of the
year. -
No less than Cao Duc Phat, chairman of the
board of trustees of IRRI, described Laurel's pro-
posal as "music to our ears."

Like other Filipinos, webelieve that concerned
government agencies, led by DA, are in a posi-
tion to achieve rice self-sufficiency.

Page of
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Gender responsiveness of a small farmers’ association

VER a week ago, I got a message
from the president of our small
community farmers’ association
through ourgroup chat, seeking guid-
ance on integrating gender respon-
siveness indicators into our group's
program during a capacity-building
activity. This raised an important
question: Was gender inclusivity
adequately covered in his training? It
seemed unlikely thathe would require
external support if it were. Sadly, my
doubt was not entirely unfounded.
Reflecting on my own experience
in a government-led farm business
training last year, it became clear
that gender was an afterthought if
considered at all. Despite a session
labeled “genderand development,”
it really boiled down to a little more
than a pep talk, akin to a “self-
fulfilling prophecy” session, lacking
substantive discussion on gender
dynamics. My feedback to the orga-
nizers hopefully initiated a review
of their curriculum, but doubts
remained. This year's International
Women's Month is a suitable time to

VIEW FROM
THE SOUTH

DR. LALAY
RAMOS-JIMENEZ

reflect on gender matters, especially
for our small farmers’ association.
There is the pervasive assumption

that gender mainstreaming perme- .

ates all facets of development in our
country because these are suppos-
edly installed in national laws, poli-
cies and programs. Yet the practical
understanding of this concept on
the ground remains questionable,
particularly among farmers and
community-based groups. While
gender-related literature abounds,
briefly revisiting its core concepts
appears necessary before going into
the specific indicators for gender-
responsive farmers'’ associations.
Gender refers to the social, cul-
tural and psychological features,
roles, behaviors and qualities that a
society considers appropriate for men,

womnien and nonbinary individuals,
that are distinct from biological sex.
Gender equality is the belief that
people should have the same rights,
responsibilities and opportunities,
regardless of their gender. Gender
equity acknowledges that women and
gender-diverse people are not in the
samestarting position as men because
of historical and social disadvantages.

Gender sensitivity requires in-
tense awareness of these societal
roles and expectations. However, be-
ing truly gender-responsive involves
actively incorporating a gender
perspective into all components of
policymaking, programming and
intervention, with a keen recogni-
tion of the varied needs, priorities
and rights of different genders.

Yet, beyond mere recognition lies
the domain of gender-transformative
approaches. These go further than
addressing discrepancies to chal-
lenge the power dynamics, standards
and structures perpetuating gender
inequality. While gender sensitivity
fosters awareness, gender-responsive

strategies actively confront dispari-

-ties, and gender-transformative initia-

tives strive to reform societal norms
for lasting equality. The journey
toward authentic gender inclusivity

.demands more than lip service; it

requires a major change in our shared
mindset, policies and practices.
Atruly effective farmers' association
is one that not only recognizes but
actively supports the varied needs,
concerns and capabilities of all its
members, regardless of gender. As I
reflect on the progress of our relatively
young group, it is important to con-
sider how we can further enhance our

‘inclusivity and responsiveness to gen-

der dynamics within our assodation.

Although gender-related discus- '

sions have not been at the forefront
of our meetings since I joined
the association last year, [ believe
that our group shows a subtle but
substantial commitment to gender
responsiveness. Despite the absence
of formal documentation or explicit

-discussion on the matter, it is evi-

dent that six out of the 10 recognized

gender-responsive indicators for .

farm associations are already rooted
in our group's practices and beliefs.

Leadership within our assodation
shows a sign of gender balance, with
women holding key roles as secretary
and treasurer, although men oc-
cupy the top two leadership positions.
Furthermore, both male and female
members actively participate in discus-
sions, decision-making processes and
capacity-building initiatives, support-
ingan environment ofinclusivityand
mutual respect. Access to resources
and opportunities is distributed
equally among our members, il-
lustrated by the shared access to
government-provided inputs and
extension services. Furthermore,
our communication channels pri-
oritize gender sensitivity, ensuring
that all members receive relevant
and accessible information.

More importantly, our associa-
tion upholds a culture of safety and
inclusivity, where discrimination, ha-
rassment and violence have no place
and where every member feels valued

and respected. As we recognize our’
advances in gender responsiveness,
it is necessary to recognize areas,
where we can improve. Our assoc_‘ia-l
tion currently lacks formal policies
and guidelines addressing gender”
equality, and we have yet to imple-’
ment initiatives that specifically’
recognize and empower women’
farmers within our community,

Looking ahead, we must prioritize
education and awareness of gender’
dynamics in farming, integrating these ’
insights into our practices and poli-"
dies. By encouraging a more gender-
responsive environment and actively
supporting initiatives that empower '
all members, particularly women, we "
can truly embody the principles of’
inclusivity and equality that define a®
progressive farmers’ association. :

As our association continues to
evolve, the members should commit
to learning from each other and striv-
ing toward a future where everyonein
our assodiation, regardless of gender,
can prosperand contribute meaning-
fully to our group's success.'

b

r

Page of



