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DA chief retakes NFA reins after Ombudsman suspends 0IC Santos

By Othel V. Campos administrator of the National Food Au- officer-in-charge.

thority after the Ombudsman suspend-

“We want to stabilize the situation

AGRICULTURE Secretary Francisco ed two more executives of the agency, at the NFA following the events of last
Tiu Laurel Jr. reassumed his post as including the man he appointed to be week. We want to help NFA employees

The Ombudsman suspended NFA
officer-in-charge Piolito Santos along
and acting department manager for
operation Jonathan Yazon in relation
to the controversial sale of 75,000

bags of rice buffer stocks.

Santos held his post for barely a

 week when he was appointed by the

NFA Council on March 6, after the

~ Ombudsman suspended 139 NFA
~ personnel, including administrator

Roderico Bioco and assistant admin-
istrator John Robert Hermano.

Tiu Laurel on Monday designated
director I'V Larry Lacson as officer-
in-charge deputy administrator of the
NFA to carry out the functions of the
food agency and ensure uniﬁterrupt—
ed service to consumers.

NFA is tasked to build a national
rice buffer stock of around 300,000
metric tons by purchasing rice from
local farmers.

during these challenging times to con-
tinue to provide uninterrupted serwce
especially during this harvest season,”
Tiu Laurel said.
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Acting NFA chief also gets

By Meg J. Adonis
@MegINQ

The Office of the Ombudsman
has suspended two more offi-
cials of the National Food Au-
thority (NFA) amid an ongoing
investigation into the allegedly
anomalous sale of the govern-
ment’s rice buffer stocks.

In a statement on Monday,
the Department of Agriculture
(DA) confirmed that recently
appointed NFA officer in charge
(OIC) Piolito Santos and Jona-
than Yazon, acting department
manager for operation and coor-
dination, were also placed under

preventive suspension in con-

nection with the controversy.

Following their suspen-
sion, Agriculture Secretary
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. will
again sit as NFA administrator,
while DA Director Larry Lac-
son will be the officer in charge
deputy administrator.

_ “We want to stabilize the sit-
uation at the NFA following the
events of last week,” Tiu Laurel
said. “We want to help NFA em-
ployees during these challenging
times to continue to provide un-
interrupted service, especially
during this harvest season.”

In an order handed down
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NOT SPARED Two more officials of the National Food Au-
thority have been suspended by the Office of the Ombuds-
man over the allegedly anomalous sale of its buffer rice stock
to private companies. —INQUIRER FILEPHOTO

on March 4, the Office of the
Ombudsman ordered the six-
month preventive suspension
of NFA Administrator Roderico
Bioco, along with 138 other offi-
cials and employees of the food
agency, to pave the way for an
investigation into the suppos-
edly anomalous rice deal.

Bioco was replaced by Santos

who was appointed NFA OIC fol- -

lowing an emergency meeting.

NFA mandate
Under the Rice Tariffica-
tion Act, the NFA is mandated
to build a national rice buffer
stock of around 300,000 met-

ric tons by purchasing solely
from local farmers. The rice
is to be distributed during
emergencies or calamity sit-
uations although the food
agency is allowed to dispose
of aging stocks without these
conditions.

However, NFA Assistant
Administrator for operations
Lemuel Pagayunan claimed
in a Feb. 12 letter-complaint
to the Office of the President
that Bioco and other officials
sold 75,000 bags of rice worth
Pg3.75 million to G4 Rice Mill
San Miguel Corp. and NBK
San Pedro Rice Mill—both

suspended over rice deal

private traders.

Pagayunan said the of-
ficials authorized the sale
without the approval of the
NFA Council, adding that the
transaction did not undergo
a public bidding

The DA stressed that Bio-
co and the officials had sold
rice at a price that was “dis-
advantageous” to the gov-
ernment.

It was also revealed
during a motu proprio inqui-
ry held by the House com-
mittee on agriculture last
week that the NFA buffer
stock was sold for P25 a kilo
when the market price at the
time was P7o a kilo.

Lawmakers asked Bioco
why the agency sold the rice
at a cheaper price to private
corporations when it could
have sold the stock to the
government.

Bioco replied that as NFA
administrator, he was autho-
rized to dispose of the rice
without the NFA Council’s
approval.

He further claimed that
the food agency had been
selling rice stocks to private
traders without holding a
public bidding since 2021. na
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Ombudsman suspends
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NFA actin

g chief

OIC recommended sale of rice stocks — Martires

BY PETER TABINGO

THE Office of the Ombudsman has
suspended two more ranking officials of
the National Food Authority (NFA) in
connection with its continuing investiga-
tion into alleged irregularities in the sale
of rice buffer stocks to favored traders,

On a phone interview, Ombudsman
Samuel Martires confirmed that he

suspended NFA acting administrator
Piolito Santos and acting Operations
and Coordination department manager
Jonathan Yazon.

“They were actually part of the first
batch of NFA officets we suspended but
their names were dropped initially as 1
was still waiting for some documents to
verify their participation,” Martires said.

He added: “From the records we have

on hand, Santos was one of the NFA
officers who recommended the sale to
(suspended NFA administrator) Bioco
while Yazon was a signatory to the release
of grain reserves.”

Last Match 1, Martites issued an order
placing Bioco and 138 other NFA officers
under six month preventive suspension
to allow investigators unbridled access
to the paper trail of the transactions and

agency records regarding the sale of the
buffer stocks.

“The subject of this investigation is
a matter of public interest because this
involves out staple food, It impacts all
of us since it appears that NFA officials
have been selling rice stocks at P25 per
kilo to big traders when even the poorest

..............................................................

See OIC > Page B3
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Filipino households are buying at
more than twice that,’ the Om-
budsman pointed out.

Martires disclosed thatinvestiga-
tors ate reviewing recommenda-
tions from regional NFA officers
to lift the suspension against some
warehouse officers who were
included in the first batch of 139
names.

“T have ordered the lifting of
suspension just this afternoon
against an officer of NFA in
Batangas. The officer, (Harold)
Cuartero, turned out to be not a
warehouse manager but an act-
ing assistant branch manager. If
we find others who are not at all

involved. We will also lift their

suspension. We are working extra
hours to expedite thmgs, Martires
said.

Martires clarified that the inves-

tigation panel obtained the list of
NFA officials from the Depart-

ment of Agriculture (DA) with the

- assurance that the roster was the._
most updated one available.

* “We did not pluck those names
out of thin air. We do not know

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

who the NEFA regioﬁal and area

agers were SO we requested
the DA for an official copy,” he
explained.

With Santos’ suspension, DA
Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr. re-assumed his post as NFA
administrator

At present, an mtcmal team
from the DA and 4 separate one
from the Office of the Ombuds-
man ate conducting i mvcsugauons
on the issue.

Amid this development, Laurel
designated director IV Larry Lac-
son as OIC deputy administrator
of the NFA to ensure uninter-
rupted service at the government-
owned and controlled corporation.

“We want to stabilize the situ-
ation at the NFA following the
events of last week. We want to
help NFA employees during these
challenging times to continue to
provide umnterrupted service,
especially during this harvest sea-
son,” Laurel said.

Santos was appointed by the
NFA Council last Wednesday as
acting administrator prior to his
suspension. — With Jed Maca-
pagal
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 ELNi0 GAUSES llHllP IN SUEAH PHI]IIlIGTIllN
EARLY END TO MILLING SEASON IN NEGROS

By Carla Gomez
* @carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—The
drought brought on by the El
Nifio weather phenomenon
has caused a drop in sugar pro-
duction and an early end to the
milling season in some areas in
Negros Occidental, the leading
sugar producer in the country.

The Sugar Regulatory Ad-

ministration (SRA) was still
verifying the actual area affect-
ed while the drop in produc-
tion was still being computed,
but it would likely be substan-
_tial, said SRA Administrator
Pablo Luis Azcona on Sunday.
This early, however, the

losses could run into billions of

pesos, according to Manuel La-
mata, United Sugar Producers
Federation of the Phﬂlppmes
president.

According to Azcona, “the
dry spell has caused the cane
to be harvested to mature early
with a drop in tonnage, specif-
ically crops planted from Feb-
ruary to March 2023.”

“The dry spell also caused
easier harvesting as the trucks,
people and mechanical har-
vesters do not get bogged
down. This, plus the drop in
tonnage has caused a lot of
farms to end milling earlier,”
he added.

EARLY HARVEST Sugar milling season in Negros Occidental,
which is supposed to last until June, is projected to end as ear-
ly as March, due to the drought that has dried up cane fields
and prompted planters to harvest early. —CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

\

Azcona said a number of
mills have been seeing a drop of
cane deliveries by about 10,000
tons in one-week range—a clear
sign of dwindling cane supply.

“We already have mills in-
dicating closure a few months
earlier than usual as the cane
supply dwindles,” he said.

Lamata said milling would

usually start in September and

would end in May and June.
“But now, it looks like [milling
will end] as early as March and

* April,” he said.

The dry spéll since Novem-
ber 2023 has caused farms with-
out irrigation to have problems

planting as they could not get
the cane to germinate.

“Most probably, they will
plant when the rains come,
hopefully at the end of May.
The next problem is availabil-
ity of cane points plus a clearly
delayed season. This will also
affect the 2024-25 season,” Az-
cona said. :

_ Pray for rain
Lamata affirmed that the
prolonged drought has also
greatly affected the sugar gen-

erated from canes.
" “The sugarcane to be har-
vested has dried up therefore

losing a lot of sugar supposed-
ly to be manufactured. What is

- worse is the-crop for next year's

harvest is already being affect-
ed,” he said, adding, “Only those
who have irrigation facilities
can survive this. Others would.
have to pray hard for the rains
to come right away.”

Lamata said about 100,000
hectares of sugarcane fields in
Negros Occidental alone have
been affected by the extreme
heat brought on by the El Nifio
phenomenon. “This will cause
billions of pesos in losses,” he
said.

Aurelio Gerardo Valderra-
ma Jr., president of the Con-
federation of Sugar Producers’
Associations, said the drought
has been felt badly on sugar-
cane fields in northern Negros
Occidental.

“Definitely, milling is faster
and a probable drop in produc-
tion is expected but overall we
might reach the 1.8 metric tons -
[harvest] projection,” he said.

“From what we have been
hearing, the south is bad, and
that's probably why most mills
- will be closing early,” he added.

Enrique Rojas, National
Federation of Sugarcane Plant-
ers president, called on the gov-
ernment to initiate cloud seed-
ing operations in areas most
affected by the drought. ma
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f Agrl Iosses due to

By PIA LEE-BRAGO
and RHODINA VILLANUEVA

The agriculture sector has
suffered P1.23 billion worth
of damage due to the El Nifio

 phenomenon since January, the
National Disaster Risk Reduc-

tion and Management Council
(NDRRMC) said yesterday.

In its latest report, the

NDRRMC said Western Visayas
was the hardest-hit region with
P678.7 million in agricultural
damage, followed by Mimaropa
(P319.7 million), Cagayan Valley
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El Nifio hit P1.23 B

(P180 4 m1lhon), Ilocos (P54.4
' million), Calabarzon (P2.75 mil-

lion)/and Zamboanga peninsula
(P717,527).

‘El Nifio has so far affected
29,409 farmers and fisherfolk
and 26,731 hectares of crops na-
tionwide.

Agl’l From Page 1

According to the United
Nations weather agency, the
2023-24 El Nifio is one of
the five strongest on record.
While it is now gradually

weakening, it would contin-
ue to impact heavily on the

global climate in the coming

months.
~ Above normal tempera-
tures are gred:cted over al-
most all land areas between
? ‘March and May.
gAY update from the World
”:Meheorol ical Organization

"'saldtherexs*abouta 60 percent
~ agencies to ensure there will

chance of El Nifio persisting

~during March-May and an

80 percent chance of neutral
 conditions — neither El Nlﬁo

or La Nifia — in April to June.
There is a chance of La

Nifia developing later in the

year, but the odds are cur-

rently unceftam, according
. to experts. .-

Hospitals across the coun-
try, meanwhile, are prepared
for medical emergencies
and other health issues that
are expected to arise due to

.the effects of El Nifio, the

Department of Health said
yesterday:.

In a report to the Presiden-
tial Task Force on El Nifio,
DOH officials said they are
working closely with rel-
evant national government

be no disruption in medical
and health care services for
the duration of El Nifio.

The Department of Agri-
culture said the government is
ready to provide credit and in-
surance assistance to farmers and
fisherfolk affected by the weather
aberration usually characterized
by along dry spell.

Turn to Page 4
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Farmgate raw sugar prices seen returning to ‘fair’ levels

By JASPER EMMANUEL ARCALAS

The Sugar Regulatory Admin-
. istration (SRA) expects farmgate
prices of raw sugar to return to “fair”
levels for sugarcane farmers as the
government greenlit a program that
would temporarily siphon off 300,000
metric tons of supply frdm market
circulation.

The SRA board, led by Agncultum‘

Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr., is-

sued Sugar Order (SO) 2 that allows

traders to secure an import allocation
privilege in future import programs
on the condition that they would pro-
cure raw sugar at “premium” prices.

The maximum 300,000 MT of raw
sugar will be held off for domestic

use as they will be classified as "C”
sugar or reserved sugar for 90 days
unless approved by the SRA board
for earlier reclassification, based on
SO 2.

Sugar traders who will purchase
1.5 kilograms of raw sugar will be
allowed to import one kilogram of
the commodity in the future, accord-

ing to SO 2 or the voluntary limited.
~volume purchase program.

"These premium prices, SRA ad-
ministrator and CEO Pablo Luis
Azcona said, is between P2,700 per
50-kilogram bags and P2,800 per
50-kilogram bags, which is about
P54 to P56 per kilogram. At this price
range, Azcona said it would stabilize
the retail price of refined sugar at P85

per kllogram, which he noted is the
“fair” price for consumers. i

Azcona said the country has suf-
ficient raw sugar stocks despite the
classification of the 300,000 MT of the
sweetener as reserved stocks.

He said that the SRA board can
reclassify the stocks even before the
90-day holding period if necessary
to ensure sufficient raw sugar stocks
circulating in the domestic market.

Under SO 2, the purchasing pro-'
gram will cover amaximum of 60,000
MT of raw sugar covered by quedans
on or before the week ending Jan. 28.
Meanwhile, a maximum of 240,000,
MT of raw sugar covered by quedans
on or after the week ending Feb. 3, are
eligible for the program.

The participation of eligible par-

-ticipants will be on a first-come,

first-served basis.

The purchase program will be
open to farmers, farmers’ groups,
farmers’ cooperatives, farmers’ as-
sociations, sugar millers, manufac-

tures and beverage makers as long

as they are SRA-licensed domestic or
international sugar traders in good
standing.

Azcona explained that the pur-
chasing program is the “fairest”
compared to previous programs of
the SRA since it gives the privilege to
import to traders who are helping the
farmers through local procurement.

Furthermore, he pointed out that
this is also the first time the trad-

ers would be required to procure
more raw sugar first before getting
a prospective import allocation or
privilege.

SRA data showed that the farm-
gate price of raw sugar immediately
returned to P2,500 level in the week
of Feb. 11 after staying within the
range of P2,375 and, P2 490 for 10

straight weeks following disclosure
of the prospective p asing pro-
gram by the SRA.

As of Feb. 18, the farmgate price of
raw sugar has increased to P2,566 per
50-kilogram bags, based on SRA data.

The STAR broke the story last
month about the SRA’s plan to imple-
ment the purchasing program in the
current crop year.
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BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E country’s volume of imported rice
almost doubled during the first two months
of 2024, data from the Department of

Agriculture’s Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI)

showed.

Rice delivered to the Philip-
pines in January and February
totaled 728,254.49 metric tons
(MT), higher by 84.57 percent or
almost twice the 394,553.66 MT of
rice imports in the same months
last year.

For February alone, rice ship-
ments were recorded at 303,603.69
MT, lower by 28.5 percent from the
previous month’s import level of

424,650.80 MT. Year-on-year, this
was higher by 113.6 percent from
February 2023’s import level of
142,079 MT.

Last month’s import volume

was within the monthly minimum
rice import level of 330,00 MT,
enough to fill in the average con-
sumption of 37 MT a day, DA Un-
dersecretary Roger Navarro said.
For the whole year, this is equiv-

alent to around 2.6 to 2.8 million
MT of rice imports.

Since the year started, the BPI
has released 1,009 sanitary and
phytosanitary import clearances
(SPSICs) to accredited rice im-
porters.

The bulk of the country’s im-
ported rice came from Vietnam,
which remains the country's top
source of rice, having shipped in
390,997.22 MT of the staple, or
53.68 percent of the total imports.

Thailand also delivered about
195,921.38 MT of rice, Pakistan
followed with 96,627.50 MT,
while 41,160 MT was sourced from
Myanmar.

The remaining volume was
shared by Cambodia, Japan, India

5%:

and Italy.

The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) forecasted
that rice imports of the Philippines
for 2024 will hit 4.1 million MT,
higher than their earlier forecast of
3.9 million MT.

In its latest World Markets and
Trade report, USDA said that the
Philippines remains the top im-
porter of the staple in the interna-
tional market.

The agency attributed the high
imports to the small volume of
local harvest.

Last year, inbound shipments
of the staple totaled 3.6 million
MT, down 5.9 percent from the
record-high 3.82 million MT
logged in 2022.
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THE Philippine Center for
Postharvest Developmentand
Mechanization (PHilMech) has
delivered 28,817 units of vari-
ous. agricultural equipment
sincethe Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fund (RCEF)
mechanization program start-
ed mid-2019.
Inanewsrelease onSunday,
PHilMech said 6,385 farmers
cooperatives and associations
(FCAs) and 368 local govern-
mentunits (LGUs) withalmost 1
millionmembers arebenefiting
fromthe farmequipment.
PHilMech has obligated

PHP24 9 billion for the procure-
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PHilMech distributes 28,817 units
of farm equipment under RCEP

mentof14,713unitsofland prep-
aration machines; 4,284 units of
cropestablishmenttechnologies;
8,210 harvesting and threshing
“equipment; 768 drying technolo-
gies;and 842 millingequipment.
PHilMech has so far
achieved a 91.6 percent deliv-
ery rate for the machines pro-
cured under the program.
“PHilMech has gone a long
way in procuring and distribut-
ing farm machines to qualified
.FCAs and LGUs under the six-
year RCEF-Mechanization Pro-
.Equallyimportantis PHil-
Mech’s training and capacita-
tionof the FCAsand LGUs that

received farm equipment, so
they willbeable to benefitfrom
thetechnologies given tothem,
and .operate these for many
years,” PHilMech Director IV
Dr. Dionisio Alvindia said.

He said PHilMech intends
to finish distributing at least
PHP30 billion worth of farm
machinesunder the RCEF mech-
anization program.

All the agricultural equip-
mentdistributed by PHilMech
underthe RCEF-Mechanization
Program are in-kind or grants
or are at no cost to qualified
FCAsand LGUs nationwide.

: v PNA
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na hindi aprubado ng NFA Co

KabilangstBlocosazﬁga

ng Ombudsman.
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nagbenta ng

Aml;ms Report na na ngangailangannaz Si
goodsmd&saywalanasamaaym nila? Ito po ang ginaWa nila sa
na probinsya ng Isa bunyag
“At ‘pag nakuhaa.n na ng mga ng senador. e Jras sy
a  Lab Report itong mga bgas na ito, _ “Governor Rod Al
es . Administrator Bioco an

NavarromllaskAImgodandeto.

ln'biz.m gtupona n nateﬂ:esaleofnceto rivate
at sila na din lekta

mMatmay‘dagdag na P2 ng patong on behalf of Biocoand

si.mnhepmgram for Legislators and wiilmuencesaiestothemﬂlas'  kay Tulfo, laba \

lnmlGovuﬂmentUnitsola\Llﬁgg ‘gamit ang 'Lab Report na nag- ang pagbe tancestockatpag

“go nakukuha po ng NFA ang pa- sasabmgnot forhmnanconmmp— bib'blgaa ngprayondadsamgapﬂm
: pribadong

m@hg‘ ‘nila and they will mga ito,” “An na ra oritize ay itong .
or with rice mill by- Setu »  Noong nagdaang ] ¢ g p ﬁer.'rhisxsgmtrary
saad ng senador, ~ nuspinde ng Office of the buds- mtoﬂnePALLGUprogram

agkatapos itong Office of the 'man ang 139 opisyal ng NF/ lﬁl}{lsF;venps;bsxdm ;topgg:gbm
Administrator ay maghahanap ng pagbenta ng 15( g igas ng NFA ng palay sa mga farmers,”
stocks na puwede nila ibenta,” dagdag  sa mga negosyante as kahi sablm'mlfo (Din )
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_ Pilipinong magbubukld
- kanya-kanyang sﬂ@p

-NAGPROTESTA ang mga magsasaka sa France ﬁt Ger

many nung Enero. Inalis na kasi ng mga gobyerno nila ang
subsidiya para sa gasolina ng mga makinang pansaka.

Iniharang nila ang mga traktora sa highways at kapltoiyo i

Ipinamalas sa publiko na kung wala sila, wala ring maka-

kain. Sa totoo’y nagmahal nga ang pagkain sa kanila.

. -Pero saganapannsalbangwbsdiyaangmgamagsa-
saka sa Europe at America. Tuluy-tuloy ang paghusay ng
irigasyon, binhi, at kagamitan. Maluwag sa pautang. Nagpa-
papuslit pa ng mga illegal na manggagawa mula South
America at Africa kung tag-ani para mura lang ang labor.

Sa Pilipinas katitinglang ang ayuda sa magbubukid.
ektaryang maaring

-Sa3.13 milyong laanan, 65% o 2.04 milyon
lang ang may mgasyom Karamlhan pa roon ay namtuymn
kapag tag-init. ¥

Hindi natuturuan ng DA ang magsasakang Pilipino sa

wastong binhi, pataba, at pamatay-peste. Kanya-kanya

lang sila kung ano ang nagkataong mura sa panahon ng
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tagtanlm at pagpapalakl
Walang tulong sa modernisasyon mula DA. Walang

jpaupahang makinang pantanim, pang-ani at pangbayo.

kayod sa kanya-kanyang pmak ang mag-
bubulqd

Hanggang ngayon ibinibilad ang palay sa hlghways
imbis na patuyuin sa hlgh-speed driers. Iniimbak sa kanya-
kanyang kamalig, imbis na 21 degrees centrigrade sa cold
storage para walang bukbok.

Walang tulong mula sa DA sa pagdadala ng ani sa
palengke. Kanya-kanyang gastos ang maggugulay sa pag-
sakoman!atpagupangsasakyanmhﬂangangcold
rages kaya nabubulok ang ani.

- Pinagkakaitan pa ng Bureau of Plant !ndustry oentrai
office ang field personnel ng datos ng imports. ‘Yon ay
para malpuslrt ng smugglers ang gulay mula Chma
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IlTI III‘IIlEHSPHIBE FREEZEIN TWI] |
DROUGHT-HIT ORIENTAL MINDORO TOWNS

By Alden M. Monzon
@AldenMonzonINQ

The Department of Trade and

‘Industry (DTI) on Monday is-

sued two price freeze bulletins
covering the towns of Bulalacao
and Mansalay in Oriental Min-
doro that have been separately
placed under a state of calam-
ity by their local governments
due to severe and prolonged
drought.

The DTI bulletin for Bu-
lalacao took effect last Feb. 26,
while that for Mansalay began
on March 7. !

Both orders will be in ef-

 fect for 60 days starting their

respective dates of effectivity,
as mandated under Section 6
of Republic Act No. 7581, or the
Price Act, according to the gov-
ernment agency.

“[The] DTI would like to em-
phasize that individuals who
violate these regulations will be
subject to penalties, including
imprisonment for a duration of
one to 10 years, or a fine rang-
ing from P5,000 to as much as
P1 million,” the DTI said in a
statement on Monday.

The DTI said its provincial
monitoring - and enforcement
teams would also “intensify

their efforts to monitor the

pricing and availability of es-
sential goods within the depart-
ment’s jurisdiction.”

The DTIadded that the mea-
sures were being implemented
to ensure that businesses and
establishments in these towns
would comply with the govern-
ment-mandated imposed price
freeze.

Basic goods
The basic necessities that fall
under the DTI mandate include
rice, corn, fresh eggs, fresh pork,
beef, poultry meat and bread.
Also included in this category

are canned fish and other marine *

products, processed milk, coffee,
bottled water, laundry soap, de-
tergent, candles and salt.

The drought in Bulalacao
caused by the El Nino weather
phenomenon has damaged most
of the town’s rice and onion
crops, prompting the municipal
government to place the town
in a state of calamity on Feb. 26,
making it'the first locality to do
so; and followed by Mansalay, its’
neighboring town, on March 7.

The Bulalacao agriculture
office has reported that rice and
onion fields in the municipality
were damaged by the drought,
with losses initially placed at
P87 million.

Mansalay, a coastal farming
town like Bulalacao, had tallied

at least 1,096.92 hectares of dam-*

aged crops, with 740 rice farmers
affected and estimated losses
amounting to P418.35 million. mo
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By JASPER EMMANUELARCAI:AS

T o e

Local broiler production could
grow by at least two percent to as
much as 1.943 million metric tons
(MMT) this year on the back of grow-
ing demand as chicken meat remains
an affordable commodity for Filipino
households.

~ United Broiler Raisers Association
(Ubra) chairman Elias Jose Inciong
said his group expects broiler pro-
duction this year to grow to between

L ]
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at least a two percent.year-on-year
production growth.

“That is conservative already
since the industry can grow from
four percent to seven percent in
a normal year. Current demand
is really that huge because of the
substitution from pork to chicken

(meat),” Inciong said in a recent

interview with reporters.
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" for chicken meat, Inciong said.
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For one, the anticipated.series of
town fiestas in the second quarter
would provide support to demand .-

Aside from growing consump-
tion, Inciong noted that layer raisers
affected by bird flu have shifted to
broiler production to recoup their
losses ‘and remain in the poultry
industry. Even hog raisers who expe-
rienced losses due to African swine

. fever ventured into chicken meat
~production.

;
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'High demand to feed growth in broile

1.758 MMT and 1.943 MMT, with .
a midpoint of 1,851 MMT. Inciong
added that these estimates reflect.

In terms of heads, Inciong said the
country is estimated toproduce 1.607
billion birds of broiler this year. The

 figure is broken down as follows: 391

million in the first quarter, 405 mil-
lion in the second quarter, 409 million

in the third quarter and 402 million.

in the fourth quarter. i

Based on Ubra’s projections, the
country’s total chicken meat demand
this year could be anywhere between
a low of 1,502 MMT and a high of
1.623 MMT. The group estimated

that the midpofnt demand would be
around 1.56 MMT. : _
. Meanwhile, chicken meat imports,

excluding mechanically deboned
meat, would be about 167,969.52 MT

this year. o
'I'Ke groups’ estimates indicated
that the country will end the year
with a carry-over stocks of about
424,000 MT to around 500,000 MT
which, Inciong said, would be suf-

ficient to meet the country’s demand |

for over three months.

Page of



THE pHILIPPINE

[z LIBRARY
W\lﬁﬁ( DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE
Rody P20/K
rice impossible

 There is no way for rice prices to
dip to P20 per kilo as promised by

President ‘Marcos, accor to for-
mer president Rodrigo | e
i feel bad for Pmaen Marcos.

The rising pnceswﬂl co "'I’hare
is no turning back,” Duterte s
Sunday in an interview wi ﬂu}hsﬁend
Apollo qubol , a relig ious | 5 leader-
wcvh?lnted 1.ntheteLcT1 }forslex clcmg of
dI%l, 0S! VOggEI'S REgL
rI:ce of n}ée has steac
creased since last year. Pr

ﬁlsat%?perkﬂowhﬂ localwe
3 ednce;.satPS?andlocal regul
nCEiSatPSBperkﬂo

While it is impossible to br:?ng A

down the price to P20, Duterte smd
the increase in rice prices canbe
trolled if Marcos: asks Congres&
‘ emergencyjbwers
“Not mamal law. Just emergency
powers,” Duterte said. i
Meanwhile, the US Deparhnmt,g)f
Agriculture (USDA) hiked its impos
forecast for the Philippines by 200
metric tons from its estimate f
- million MTin. Febmany due toa o
seen “smaller crop” harvest.
The country’s rice outputinmar
year 2023-2&2413expectgdfb gl
around 12.3 million dq%{*%o

percent &oﬁdastrﬁ rojectio
and three t from last year,
USDAsaid. —Dlanalhyd Suelto

Page

of



BusinessMirror

Y dweseicker ok at texdevs Peasiress

Date: MPR. (2, oo Page: _ Al
‘?\-”‘“‘,/;_’}'_. {.:Bﬁ;’!%(\
MK DEPT. OF AGRIC
EPT. OF AGRICULTURE

RE, health care, agri,
I'T biz deals in focus in
Marcos trip to Europe

RESIDENT Ferdinand R.
‘Marcos Jr. said he will be
pushing for stronger eco-

nomic cooperation with Germany

and the Czech Republic during his
visit to Europe this week. -

“We ' are eager to invite German

- and Czech businesses to consider the

. Philippines as a production hub for :

their products,” the President said in
his departure statement at the Vil-
lamorAirbasein Pasay Cityon Monday.
During his working visit in Ger-
many on March 12 and 13, 2024,
the Presidentis expected to pursue
agreements on renewable energy,
- manufacturing, health care, agri-
culture, aerospace, innovationand -
startups, Information Technology-
Business Process Management (IT-
‘BPM), and minerals processing.
This will be in addition to the
Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) on
Strengthening Maritime Coopera-
tion aswell as the Cooperation Pro-
. grammebetween the Technical Ed-
ucational and Skills Development
_ Authority (Tesda) and the Federal
Institute for Vocational Education
and Training (BIBB) which will be
signed, while Marcosisin Germany.
At the second part of his Euro-
pean trip at the Czech Republic on
14 and 15 March 2024, Marcos said

we

he wants to explore cooperation
agriculture, manufacturing, espe-
cially in the automotive industry,
transportation, renewable energy,
_space, and scientific instruments
with Prague. !
While the Presidentisin Prague,
the Philippines-Czech Republic
Joint Communiqué on the estab-
lishment of a labor consultation
for the safe and orderly mi\grat,ion
of Filipino workers will be signed.
 “I look forward to having pro-
ductive discussions, fruitful col-
laboration, and memorable experi-
ences that will further cement the
enduring ties between the Philip-
pines, and Germany and of course,
the Czech Republic,” Marcos said.
He said his visitin the two coun-

" tries comes at a pivotal period as

the country celebrates the 50th an-
niversary of its diplomatic rela-
tions with the Czech Republic and
70th anniversary of its diplomatic
relations with Germany.

“Thus, I look on my trip to the
center of Europe with anticipation
and optimism for the opportu-
nities to be explored and for our
friendship with the German and
Czech nations to be affirmed and
strengthened,” Marcos said.
~ Samuel P. Medenilla

vl
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’EI-!BENiﬁoweqﬂ\u'phe- Atotal o 29,409fa1m
‘nomenonhassofarcaused ~ ers and fisherfolk have
-foverl’lasbﬂlionmagri— ;  beenaffected while the af-
_ cultural damageacrossthe ,;,feqted crop area has
cnuntry,ﬁle National Di-  reache ’ﬁtoﬁilofié"?sl 4
sasterRiskReductionand . hectares.

Management Council X Oubofthejotal affect-
(NDRRMC) reported  ed crop area, 11,276.32
Monday. 4 kg hectares were classified

In its latest sztuanon_ y as "totally damaged" or
%port, the agency said ~ having no chance of re-

‘Western Visayas is the _ covery from the effects
hardest-hit region, in- ‘of the El Nifo while

curring P678.7 million . . T — . 15,455 08 hectares were
in agndﬁlturalﬁamage, an Valley (P18 il-  million) and Zambcmn- ~ partially damaged orhav-
followed by Mimaropa  lion); llocos (P . Peninsula ing a chance of recov-
(P319.7 mil] on)_,t‘agay- lion); Calabarzon (P2. P?l? ,527). ery. PNA
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koy ay si Tatay Feli-
mon Gumawon, 74-ta-
ong gulang na tubong
Bicol pero nagkaroon
ng magandang buhay
at kapalaran sa Pam-
panga dahil sa pag-
tatanim ng |ba't ibang

g: unterg F’ ockwise)| {_“J gl A

FIEJELT*“ \JL_L"\
uri ng.gulay.
Si Tatay Felimon
ay tinawag na father of
leafy vegetables dahil
siya ang nagpasimula
ng “all year round” na
pagtatanim ng gulay sa
Mabalacat City.

Hindi  nagtatanim

'ng palay ‘at mais si Ta-
tay Felimon na siyang
karaniwang itinatanim
ng mga magsasaka sa
Pampanga, sa halip ay

ampanga. - mon, mabilis pumasok
- Ang aking tinutu-

ang pera at araw-araw
ay may kita sa pag-
tatanim ng gulay.

- Inihalimbawa ni Ta-
‘tay Felimon ang dala-
wang pitak (Kalublub
sa Pampanga) na tanim
nryang sili ay kumiki-
ta SlVa ng hanggang

ahayag-

tay Felimon, hanggang '

isang taon ay kumikita

. siya sa dahon ng sili na

kanyang mga tanim at

. kapag gusto ng pabun-

gahin ay fitigil na niya
ang pagtabos para
mamulaklak at magbun-

ga. :
Tatlo ang anak ni Ta-

tay Felimon na pawang
na ngayon.

{7 MAR 2024
PM;E )

§ niMERLAYSON

rito palagay ko manghi-
hina ako, kaya ang mi-
sis ko ang aking pinag-
babakasyon,” sabi pa ni
Tatay Felimon. ;
indi rin problema ni
Tatay Felimon ang mga

nakabili na rin ng sariling
bahay at sasakyan siTa-
tay Felimon. i

Sa ngayon ay mara-
mi nang naturuan si
Tatay Felimon sa pag-
tatanim ng gulay kaya
ang tawag sa kanya ay
Father of Leafy egeta

Ang dalawa ay nasa bles.

Canada at ang isa ay
nasa Dubai at maga-
ganda ang mga trabaho
na may mataas na su-
weldo.

ltinaguyod at pinag-

g- aral ni Tatay Felimon

ang kanyang mga anak

agitan ng pagtatanim ng
gulay.

Kinukuha na si Tatay
Felimon ng
mga anak pero ayaw

nnnn?m ng green
vegetables.

 “Kapag umalis ako

Sa mga QUStOHQ
magpaturo  kay Tatay
Felimon -at gustong
maging partner siya ay
puntahan lamang nin-
yo siya sa Barangay
Mawuaque Malati, Sa-
pang Biabas, Mabalacat
City, Pampanga. |

Samantala, para sa
iba pang tips at sikreto

sa pagtatanim ng iba't
lbang uri ng I':Earnan

ganlkongpamamaraan
maanpokayongma-

nood at makinig

alqngTVat adlopw-
R e

na .Masag

‘N’akapagpundar, at

Buhay tuwing Linggo,
alas-7 hangg alas-
8 ng umaga sa PH
Cignal TV, Channel 1
ng TV-5. Mapapaking-
gan din po sa Radyo
Slngko 923NewsFM

nel na ANG MAGSA—
SAKANG REPORTER
at Facebook profile na
Mer Layson at Face-
book page na Ang Mag-
sasakang Reporter, TV
host Viogger, Tiktok na
Magsasakang Reporter
pamsalbapang kaala-

at impormasyon sa
-pagtatammrgiba‘tbang
uri ng halaman sa pam-
amagitan ng organikong
pamamaraan. b

~ Tuwing “araw” ng
Martes ay regular nin-
yong mababasa ang
aking kolum dito  sa
Pilipino Star Ngayon
(PSN) ng Star Group
of Publications.

Sa mga tanong at
komento ay maaari
ninyo akong iext,
huwag po tdwag, sa
09178675197.  STAY
SAFE HAPPY FARM-
i GOD BLESS US
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Malaysia’s |
- palm oil
 stocks fall

REY AL L4 )

AP R B R
KUALA LUMPUR/MUMBAI-
Malaysia’s palm oil stocks at the
end of February dwindled to their
lowest levels in seven months as
production hit a 10-month low,
offsetting the slowdown in ex-
ports, the industry regulator said
on Monday.

The reduction in stocks in Malay-
sia, the world’s second-largest palm
oil producer after Indonesia, would
help in supporting benchmark fu-
tures which lost 10 percent in 2023.

Malaysia’s palm oil stocks at the
end of February fell 5 percent

 from the previous month to 1.92
million metric tons, their lowest
since July 2023, data from industry
regulator the Malaysian Palm Oil
Board (MPOB) showed.

Crude palm oil production de-
clined 10.18 percent from January
to 1.26 million tons, the lowest
since April 2023, while fpalm oil

' exports plunged 24.75 ent to
1.02 million tons, MPOB said.

A Reuters survey forecast Feb-
ruary inventories at 1.91 million
tons, a 5.7 percent decline from
the previous month, with output
at 1.32 million tons and exports
at 1.14 million tons.

The MPOB report came within
expectations, said Anilkumar Baga-
ni, research head of vegetable oils
broker Sunvin Group. - Reuters

Page of



Malaya

Business Insight

Date: _NVVR¥ 12, 9024 Ppage: Al

0= LIBRARY
i DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



BusinessWorld

Date: _MP¥% % %02Y page: _S2/2

/TR
“ erid,

)

(Z LIBRARY
i\ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

Page of



