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blockm' g the release ofdocu-
~ments to the Office of the

Ombudsman. {Arhy

During the Bagong Pilipi-
nas Ngayon briefing yester-
day, Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) spokesman Arnel
de Mesa said that Laurel .
‘has dﬁeted NFA officer-in- -
cha:ge | .Lacsontocoop—

3 bgmlbvaptmthe
5 ongem ymvestxgahOn on
“the alleg us sale

of NEA; zlsonié  traders.

asset"

agency
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ombudsman.
Atthe same time, De Mesa

~ denied that there were efforts
‘to conceal documents from .

the ombudsman. -

- For his part, Lacson sa1d
that as far as his office is
concerned, he was not aware

‘of any pending requests from
the ombudsman.

However, he is willing to 7

51t dqwn with Martires so
cangrowde what they

“I talked to, the Ofﬁce of
the Ombudsman just now,
they will provide me with

the list oftwhat themd_-

and we will com ply im
dmtely Lacson added" .

tor of the Bureau
an atta
of the DA
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DA orders change of command
at NFA warehouses

THE Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) hasordered thetrans-
fer of authority of suspended
warehousemen of the National
Food Authority to their depu-
ties to facilitate the reopening
of closed NFA warehouses.

L lained that the re-
opening of padlocked ware-
houseswould greatly helpnor-
malize operations af the grains

agency, whichhesaid, hasstart-
ed to procure palay from farm-
ers. _
Around 99 NFA warehous-
es remained closed after the
Ombudsman suspended 141

NFA managers and empl
- malous

amid allegations ofano

_sale of rice buffer stocks.

Recently, the Ombudsman
lifted the suspension of two
dozen NFA employees since

By Joel dela Torre

imposing the entive sus-
pegsoif)n%n Mgrr:h‘l!.
“Wewill ensurethatall pad-

locked warehouses will be
opened soonest to optimize the
impact of NFA's procurement
activities on rice farmers' in-
come as well as secure the max-
imum volumeof forbuffer
stocking,” the agri chief said.

- Laurel also chairs the NFA
Council.
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CHINESE VESSEI. AEAIN TRIES T0 BLOCK PH HESEAHI}H VESSEL

By Nestor Corrales
@NCorralesINQ

A China Coast Guard (CCG)
vessel again made “dangerous
maneuvers” on Thursday and
tried to block a Philippine fish-
ery vessel carrying marine sei-
entists conducting research in
the West Philippine Sea.

Commodore Jay Tarriela,
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
spokesperson for the West
Philippine Sea, told a press
briefing on Friday that CCG
vessel 5204 crossed the path
of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources’ (BFAR) BRP
Datu Sanday, coming as close
as 100 meters.

Tarriela said at least 13 Chinese
maritime militia vessels were in the
vicinity during the blocking ma-
neuver. He added a People’s Libera-
tion Army Navy helicopter was also
seen in the area.

The BRP Datu Sanday and

the BRP Pagbuaya, escorted by
PCG vessels, left Pag-asa Island
at about 10 a.m. on Thursday.

The vessels carrying Filipino
marine scientists were en route to
Pag-asa Cays 1 and 2 (also known
as Sandy Cay), two of the sand-
bars situated within the 22-kilo-
meter territorial sea of Pag-asa
Island in the West Philippine Sea.

According to Tarriela, the
CCG vessel 5204 sounded a si-
ren for more than 30 minutes
to call the attention of the Chi-
nese maritime militia vessels
“to support her actions in pre-
venting the BFAR vessels and
our marine scientists onboard
a rigid hull inflatable boats” to
reach Pag-asa Cays 1and 2.

Despite dangerous maneu-
vers by the Chinese vessel, he
said those manning the Philip-
pine ships were “able to deal with
them professionally” and reached
the sandbars at 2 pm. on Thurs-
day.

He also refuted China’s
claims that their coast guard
was able to prevent the Philip-
pine vessels from completing
its marine scientific research in
the West Philippine Sea.

Successful mission

“That’s another lie. Con-
trary to China’s claims, the Fil-
ipino marine scientist success-
fully conducted more than four
hours of extensive coral reef
and fishery resources assess-
ment, despite the illegal pres-
ence of CCG vessel 5204, which
came as close as 100 meters to
the BFAR vessel,” Tarriela said.

He pointed out the BFAR
and PCG's actions in conducting
marine scientific research in the
West Philippine Sea “are fully in
accordance” with the provisions
of United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea.

He said the cays and their
surrounding waters, which are

within the territorial sea of
Pag-asa Island, form part of the
Philippine national territory.

“The presence of the CCG
and Chinese maritime militia
vessels in the area is a clear in-
fringement of the Philippines’
territorial sovereignty,” he said.

In thé same press briefing,
Dr. Jonathan Anticamara, the
marine scientist who was part
of the research team, said they
also found “piles of rubble” at
Sandy Cay.

“We don’t know who put
it there. Many of these piles
of rubble are not the same as
those underwater, and we need
further observation in the lab-
oratory,” he said.

Tarriela added that the
BFAR and PCG are “committed
to upholding the rule of law
and will continue to protect
the rights and interests of the
Philippines in accordance with
international law.” ma
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froad maps are not done well,
or not done at all, the reality
desired will never happen.
And even if the road maps are
good, without the correspond-
ing necessary budgets, the rhet-
oric will not result in reality.

This is a perennial problem
at the Department of Agricul-
ture (DA). There were subsec-
tor road maps previously, but
they did not have a common
outline. The biggest hole was
the lack of private sector par-
ticipation. Thus they remained
unused, merely sitting on the
shelf.

Using samples from these
and from the Department of
Trade and Industry, Alyansa
Agrikultura submitted a com-
mon road map outline for the
DA’s consideration. While the DA
officially approved this, a critical
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DA road maps collecting dust

outline component was not im-
plemented. ¥

What was this? A require-
ment listing key priority actions
for the next two years with the
appropriate budgets to put the
road map into action. In addition,
the recommended public-private
road map implementation team
was not actualized.

Budget

There are now 21 DA-ap-
proved subsector road maps:
nine for high-value crops; sev-
en for poultry, livestock and
corn; and five for fisheries. The
current budget of the DA did
not consider these road maps
because they had not been ap-
proved when the budget was
being formulated.

The current leadership is set
to change the situation. The

- GOMMENTARY

ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

need for a working road map
has recently been highlighted,
specifically in the salt industry.
The March 20 Inquirer editori-
al stated: “It is almost criminal
that the Philippines imports
some 92 percent of its annual
salt requirement, despite hav-
ing more than 36,000 kilome-
ters of shoreline and access to
abundant saltwater.”.

Last March 11, President
Marcos signed a law mandating
a Philippine Salt Industry Devel-
opment Roadmap. But rather
than just identifying general di-
rections, this law stipulated that

necessary budgets must be ac-
commodated.

Half of the salt fund must
be earmarked for projects such
as machinery and equipment,
with 40 percent going to salt
farm warehouses and storage
areas, and 5 percent each for
extension and technology.

This budget component is
absent in the DA’s 21 road maps.
In identifying urgent priorities
and low-lying fruits at least in
the short term, this must be
highlighted in the 2025 funds.

Point persons

The DA had previously con-
ducted a two-day national agri-
culture summit that produced
excellent
When asked if the proposed
budget would be modified to
cover such recommendations,

recommendations.

the answer was in the nega-
tive. It further showed the dis-
connect between planning and
budgeting.

Last March 19, the DA said
there would be two focal per-

sons to help ensure that the

blueprints would be tweaked
and aligned with the budget. A
DA assistant secretary will take
charge of the road maps, ensur-
ing their completion, improve-
ment and specification of action
priorities and corresponding
budgets.

Assisting him will be a rep-
resentative from the private
sector. He has been identified
by organizations from the agri-
business, farmers and fisher-
folk, academe and science sec-
tors. He will help ensure private
sector participation and com-
mitment.

The private sector must be
responsible for agriculture de-
velopment, with the guidance
and support of the govern-
ment. This may even result

in improved modifications to

this year's budget implemen-
tation.

There is plenty of time left
before the year’s end.

For crops, the road maps
should cover: rice, coconut,
banana, coffee, cacao, mango,
abaca, onion and vegetables.
For poultry, livestock and corn:
poultry broiler, poultry raiser,
hogs, dairy, carabao, small ru-
minants and corn. For fisheries:
milkfish, tilapia, shrimps, shell-
fish and seaweeds. ‘

With a complete plan and
corresponding budget, our
rhetoric could finally become
reality. mo
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A total of 29,409 farmers and
fish insixregionsacross
TR et

y the ifio weather phe-
nomenon, the Natio D;su-
ter Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council (NﬁRRMC)
reported Friday.

Of the figure, 18, 039 arein -
Western Visayas; 6, 323 in Ca-
gayan Valley, 2,613 in Mima-
ropa; 2,015 in the Ilocos Re-
gion;397in Calabarzo;;,‘ahd 22" -
inZamboang, aPeninsula.

Mean,wl'ule, the affected

‘crop area has reached -
6 13 4 hectares, with barzon, and 22. 22hectaresin :
43,“363 39 hectares in West- Zamboanga Peninsula. - El Ninio, accordmg to the
- ern Visayas; 9,013.29 in Ca- Of the total, 23,916.37 hect- -NDxRMc
ayan Valley; 3,116.94 in ares have a chance of recov- a{kgnaﬂturedamagema]lsxx
maropa, 1,026 in the Ilo- ery, or classified as “partially regi ons was estimated at P1.23
cbs Region; 189.56 in Cala- damaged,” while2,815.03hect-  billion, it added.

‘areswere “totally damaged”by |
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