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DA teams to develop
farming infra projects

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

E Department of Agriculture (DA)
has established three teams tasked with
developing and building key infrastructure

projects aimed at enhancing food production,
with a focus on rice and corn, and reducing post-

harvest losses.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco
Tiu Laurel has created the teams
to develop feasibility studies for
priority infrastructure projects to
be led by Undersecretary for Special
Concerns and for Official Develop-
ment Assistance Jerome Oliveros.

The three project-preparation
teams are tasked to draft the frame-
work and plans for the proposed
post-harvest program for rice and
corn, solar-powered cold storages,
and proposed solar-powered ir-
rigation systems.

Undersecretary for Operations
Roger Navarro will co-chair the
team assigned to formulate the
feasibility study on the post-
harvest program for rice and corn.

Meanwhile, Undersecretary for
High Value Crops Cheryl Marie
Natividad-Caballero will be the
co-chairman of the team in-charge
of the proposed solar-powered ir-
rigation system project.

Assistant Secretary Arnel de
Mesa, who also-serves as the

department’s spokesman, will

assume the role of vice chairman
for the team tasked with organiz-
ing the solar-powered cold storage
project. '

Tiu Laurel instructed the team
working on the solar-powered ir-
rigation system project to ensure
alignment with the sites listed in
the National Irrigation Adminis-
tration’s database and the Bureau
of Soil and Water Management's
irrigation master plan.

He also emphasized the need to
ensure the project documents are
compliant with the requirements
of the DA-wide project clearing
house system and the National
Economic and Development
Authority-Investment Coordina-
tion Committee.

Earlier this year, the Agriculture
chief said that around P94 billion
is needed in the next couple of
years to build facilities and mini-
mize losses in harvest.

Tiu Laurel said that approxi-
mately P93 billion must be allo-
cated for constructing post-harvest
infrastructure for rice and corn to
reduce losses.

Additionally, P1 billion is re-
quired for building cold storage
facilities to prolong the shelf life
of vegetables,

He said that this is in line with
the DA's goal to modernize the
agriculture sector, ensuring fair
returns for farmers, affordable
prices for consumers, and reason-
able profits for traders.

In order to achieve this, the Agri-
culture secretary launched a three-
year plan that involves expanding
agri-fishery areas, modernizing
production, improving infrastruc-
ture, optimizing logistics, enhancing
market access, implementing digita-
lization, balancing developmental
and regulatory roles, and fostering
partnerships with the private sector.
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NIA HELPS FARMERS INCREASE RICE PRODUCTI_ON“

THE National Iirigation Administration
(NIA) remains committed to increasing
crop yields and dedicated to making the
Philippines self-sufficient in rice production.
This was made known by NIA adminis-
trator Eduardo Guillen the Harvest Festival
for Dry Crop 2024 in Barangay Tampac 1,
Guimba, Nueva Ecija on Monday.

Guillen also introduced Contract Farm-

ing that aims to support farmers through'

the distribution of hybrid and inbred seeds,
farm machinery, and other equipment to
help in the production of the agricultural
products in the area.

He also. shared NIA's programs and
plans to provide the needs of the ag-
ricultural sector, which included the
use of Alternate Wetting and Drying
Technology, adjusting the Cropping
Calendar, and providing projects such as

solar-powered pump irrigation to supply

water to farmlands.

During the harvesting trials in the prov-
ince, Guillen said the agency harvested 73.5
bags from a 0.3-hectare area. The average
outputis computed at 245 bags per hectare
at 50 kilograms per bag.

A Philippine Statistics Authority report

said that, as of February 1, the estimated
palay production based on standing crop for
January to March 2024 may increase to 4.83
million metric tons or by 1.1 percent from
its actual output of 4.78 million metric tons
in the same period of 2023.

The estimate of palay production for
the period January to March 2024 also
exhibited an increase of 0.6 percent from
its estimate of 4.80 million metric tons.

The NIA administrator, meanwhile,

said that he will propose to Pmndemx. '+ CouncilorKenth Natividad and Municipal

- from wet season,” he said.

“We are going to change the " oppin, l
calendar. At least two planting mﬁm
for the dry crop season from October to |
February and from March to July are ex-
pected to increase rice production, aside

Guillen also told reporters 3}135 the
agency has been successful with 99 per-

. cent delivery of water irrigation services to

fanners in the region. '
" The event was attended by Guimba

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to revise the crop" "’Eﬂmmwtﬁtorl)r ‘Casimiro Galapon Jr.
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soil washed with saltwater. Two jars of
brine are needed in one batch to make
about eight kilos of salt. HENRY EMPERD

PRECIOUS DROP: Brine drgeinto

an earthenware jar after leaching from
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packaging, asin sa buy-o is actually
healthy, says Mae Abuan, who mar-
kets her family’s products online,
“It doesn’t have any chemical
introduced in the manufacturing

_process,” explains Abuan. “And the

minerals, nutrients and natural
taste from the brine is retained be-
cause it is simply cooked over fire
the traditional way.”

As such, asin sa buy-o has be-
come a popular item that sells at
top prices in Metro Manila shops

‘that offer organic and healthy food.

Balighaya Store, an online gro-

cery that prides itself with selling

“uni_q‘uerand hard-to-find local food
products,” sells one kilo of asin sa

buy-o in its nipa-leaf package at

P350 each.
The online retailer descrlbes
the Botolan artisanal salt as “a

s A broacer ook at today’s Dusingess =ews
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premium, unrefined sea salt that’s
sourced and crafted from the pris-
tine waters of Zambales...carefully
hand-harvested using traditional

: techmques passed down for gen—

erations.”

Thus, purity and exception-
al quality of the salt is ensured
Balighaya concludes.

Testimonies also abound that
asin sa buy-o is a hit among the so-

ciety’s upper crust, who are more -
into healthy food fads and green;‘_

products.
An official of a national bank

- who comes from Zambales gifted

her officemates and friends with

baskets of asin sa buy-a one Christ-
mas and recalls the warm' re;:ep-‘-
tion it received. “They were so en-
thusiastic! The people from Forbes -
‘ Park. most especm]ly sunply can't

: geil: '-Enoug_h of asin sa buy-o,” she re-

veals.

. Due to more demand from
friends, said official says she made
several purchases directly from

Panayunan salt-makers during

that Christmas season.

Orphan industry

DESPITE its popularity, asin sa,- |

buy-o and other locally produced

artisanal salt are sald ‘to be on the' A
*brink of extxnctmn because of sev-
Ay ‘eral factors hl;h chmate change,

| FINISHED PRODUCT: Asinsa

buy-ois organic sea salt wrapped in
nipa palm leaves, HENRY EMPERD
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